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rearing habitat on the landscape” 
Kohn emphasized. “This and other 
grassland conversion is going to 
negatively affect our pheasant 
population in the future.”

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheasant 
roosters heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop.

The number of pheasant crows 
heard is compared to previous 
years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

Spring Breeding Duck 
Numbers Tallied 

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey conducted 
in May showed an index of 4.9 
million birds, up 23 percent from 
last year and 110 percent above 
the long-term average (1948-2013).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl bi-
ologist, said all species increased 
from their 2013 estimates, except 
canvasbacks (down 7.9 percent, 
but still 41 percent above long-
term) and ruddy ducks (down 1.2 
percent). Redheads (+64 percent), 
green-winged teal (+42 percent), 
blue-winged teal (+34 percent), 
wigeon (+33 percent) and scaup 
(+28 percent) showed the largest 
increases. Mallards and blue-
wings were the most abundant 
ducks on the survey, combining 
for 48 percent of the total.

“Some of the later nesting dab-
bling duck species, such as blue-
wings and shovelers, were just 
settling into breeding areas so 
their counts may have been biased 
slightly high this year, simply 
because of a cold spring and their 
migration lagging behind other 
birds” Szymanski said. “Mallards, 
an early nesting species, were well 
into nesting and settled on breed-

ing areas. Diving ducks pushed 
through the state well ahead of 
the survey, so we feel good about 
those numbers.”

Duck numbers during the last 
two decades are the highest since 
survey records began in 1948. 
Szymanski said abundant water 
and good nesting cover have kept 
breeding duck numbers high. “It’s 
pretty amazing to see the top 20 
breeding duck indices have all 
come in the past 20 years” he add-
ed. “We had Conservation Reserve 
Program acres on the landscape, 
and then water came in a big way. 
It’s safe to say we are still riding 
abundant populations stemming 
from near perfect conditions. It’s 
hard to say how they will fair in 
the future now that a large portion 
of their nesting cover has disap-
peared through CRP expirations.”

The spring water index in-
creased 110 percent from 2013. 
The water index is based on basins 
with water, and does not necessar-
ily represent the amount of water 
contained in wetlands or the type 
of wetlands represented.

“This year’s water index was 
strongly influenced by small 
ephemeral waters and an abun-
dance of ditches with water” Szy-
manski said. “Water conditions 
were good in most wetlands that 
ducks will use for brood rearing.”

Szymanski said water was more 
abundant in the northwest and 
northeast portions of the state. In 
addition, he said western North 
Dakota was wetter than average.

“Breeding conditions on the 
prairies can always change in a 
hurry” Szymanski said. “Last 
year, conditions were looking OK 
when we conducted the survey, 
but there was some question as to 
whether it would dry out prior to 
brood rearing. Then several inches 
of rain fell and wetlands used for 
brood rearing improved. This year, 
conditions are looking better in 
those wetlands, but a hot and dry 
spell could change that.”

The loss of CRP acres was evi-
dent during the survey, Szymanski 
said, as large stretches of land 
conversion to cropland were ob-
vious. “The loss of grass will hurt 
production of ducks and other 
grassland nesting birds” he added. 
“However, the recent overly wet 
conditions are helping bridge the 
gap a little bit for ducks.”

Szymanski said having a lot of 
pairs present in May is a good 
thing. However, the July brood 
survey will provide a better idea of 
duck production and insight into 
expectations for this fall.
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Ohio’s Controlled 
Hunting Applications 
Accepted until July 31
Applications are now being 

accepted for controlled deer and 
waterfowl hunts on selected Ohio 
public areas during the 2014-2015 
season, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR). Hunters have until 
Thursday, July 31, to submit per-
mit applications for a random 
drawing.

These special hunts are held 
on selected public areas to pro-
vide additional opportunities 
for Ohio’s hunting enthusiasts. 
All applicants, youth and adult, 
must possess a 2014-2015 Ohio 
hunting license and meet the age 
requirements in order to apply for 
a controlled hunt.

Hunters can apply for the con-
trolled hunts by completing the 
application process online using 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center 
at wildohio.gov or by calling 
800-WILDLIFE (945-3543) and 
requesting a mail-in application. 


