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tails will be announced later this 
summer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to any 
DEC season-setting team member 
or by e-mail to wfseason@gw.dec.
state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2014-15 migratory 
game bird hunting regulations 
brochure will be available on the 
DEC website in late August and by 
mid-September wherever hunting 
licenses are sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other migra-
tory game birds in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

The NY Open for Fishing and 
Hunting Initiative is an effort to 
improve recreational opportuni-
ties for sportsmen and women 
and to boost tourism activities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes streamlining fishing 
and hunting licenses, reducing 
license fees, improving access for 
fishing and increasing hunting 
opportunities in New York State.

In support of this initiative, this 
year’s budget includes $6 million 
in NY Works funding to support 
creating 50 new land and water 
access projects to connect hunters, 
anglers, bird watchers and others 
who enjoy the outdoors to more 
than 380,000 acres of existing state 
and easement lands that have not 
reached their full potential. These 
50 new access projects include 
building new boat launches, in-
stalling new hunting blinds and 
building new trails and parking 
areas. In addition, the 2014-15 
budget includes $4 million to re-
pair the state’s fish hatcheries; and 
renews and allows expanded use 
of crossbows for hunting in New 
York State.

This year’s budget also reduces 
short-term fishing licenses fees; in-
creases the number of authorized 
statewide free fishing days to eight 
from two; authorizes DEC to offer 
10 days of promotional prices for 
hunting, fishing and trapping li-

censes; and authorizes free Adven-
ture Plates for new lifetime license 
holders, discounted Adventure 
Plates for existing lifetime license 
holders and regular fee Adventure 
Plates for annual license holders.

NORTH 
CAROLINA
Public Invited to 

Comment on Early 
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission is inviting public 
comments beginning June 2 on 
the early waterfowl and webless 
migratory game bird hunting 
seasons. 

The seasons include dove, 
woodcock, rail, snipe and those 
waterfowl seasons beginning 
prior to Oct. 1. Input on extended 
falconry seasons for webless spe-
cies also will be taken at this time. 
Comment on proposed dates for 
the seasons by going to www.
ncwildlife.org and clicking on 
“Submit Your Comments!” 

Comments will be accepted June 
2-22. 

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which state fish and 
wildlife agencies select their re-
spective hunting season dates. 
After reviewing public comments, 
Wildlife Commissioners will select 
season dates for North Carolina 
during the July 10 Commission 
meeting. 

For more information on migra-
tory game birds in North Carolina, 
visit the hunting page

NORTH DAKOTA

North Dakota Spring 
Pheasant Count Tops 

Last Year
North Dakota’s spring pheasant 

population index is up slightly 
from last year, according to the 
State Game and Fish Department’s 
2014 spring crowing count survey.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor, said the 
number of roosters heard crow-
ing this spring was up about 6 
percent statewide from 2013, with 
increases ranging from about 2 to 9 
percent depending on the region.

While the spring number is a 
positive indicator, Kohn said it 
does not predict what North Da-
kota’s fall population will look 
like. Brood surveys, which begin 
in mid-July and are completed 
by September, provide a much 
better estimate of summer pheas-
ant production and what hunters 
might expect for a fall pheasant 
population.

Last year, the fall population was 
down from 2012 because of rather 
poor production, but Kohn said 
low winter pheasant mortality, 
particularly in the southern one-
third of the state, helped boost this 
year’s spring count.

Another positive is that abun-
dant moisture has provided for 
good habitat conditions heading 
into the prime nesting period. 
However, Kohn noted that since 
2008, North Dakota has lost more 
than 2 million acres of Conserva-
tion Reserve Program grasslands, 
much of it in the pheasant range. 
That means total nesting habitat in 
the state is significantly reduced 
from where it was when the spring 
crowing count index peaked in 
2008.

The 2014 index is down about 
one-third from that peak. “Loss 
of CRP acres continue to reduce 
the amount of nesting and brood-


