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mowed area as a sign of a poor 
farming practice, or they think 
summer mowing will help control 
woody sprouts. Actually, summer 
mowing only cuts off the top of the 
sprout, leaving sharp spikes for 
ATV and truck tires. In a year or 
two the sprouts will be right back.

Consider the following alterna-
tives, which benefit wildlife, be-
fore starting up the mower:

Don’t mow field edges.
If you must mow, try to delay 

any mowing until September, well 
after the nesting season.

Mow no shorter than one foot 
tall to provide adequate overhead 
cover for quail and turkey during 
the winter.

Mow once in the fall and once in 
early spring.

There’s no need for a 30-foot-
wide path if you only need a 
10-foot path to drive along.

Instead of mowing, create a long, 
linear food plot or native grass or 
clover and lespedeza mixed bor-
der around the edge of the field for 
easy travel for you and a depend-
able food source and brooding 
cover for quail and turkey.

Relocate your field road at least 
70 feet away from the “edge” of 
the field, because the “edge” is the 
most productive area for wildlife 
reproduction.

These practices help support the 
five essential cover-type needs of 
bobwhite quail: nesting, brooding, 
feeding, dusting and escape cover. 
Quail nests are frequently located 
within 50 feet of an edge, so these 
cover types must be in close 
proximity to each other. Bobwhite 
quail and other wildlife require a 
proper mix of early successional 
vegetation to form those habitat 
requirements. However, too much 
of any one of these components 
results in a deficiency in another 
and reduces the overall quality of 
the edge.

The next time you start up the 

mower, think twice before you 
create a “dead zone” on your farm. 
Mowing field edges will likely 
destroy some of your best habitat 
and create future management 
problems. Avoid the urge to mow 
whole fields or any mowing dur-
ing the nesting season. Remember, 
a considerable amount of quail 
nesting still occurs in August and 
September when most people be-
lieve it is alright to start mowing.
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Jim Burge loves football and 
duck hunting. In the fall, and 
when time allows, the University 
of Missouri (MU) senior defensive 
lineman (#91) can often be found 
at one of his favorite spots in the 
area: Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
Area.

Since January, Burge has been 
interning at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation (MDC) 
Columbia regional office. A Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism major, 
Burge spent the 2012 spring se-
mester learning about MDC. As 
part of his semester internship, 
Burge has a project requirement 
to fulfill.

While enjoying an afternoon at 
Eagle Bluffs, it occurred to Burge it 
would be nice to have a duck blind 
for any hunter to use.

“I came up with the idea to con-
struct a duck blind for my semes-
ter internship project” Burge said. 
“I not only wanted to give back to 

the Conservation Department, but 
I want to enhance the duck hunt-
ing experience for other local duck 
hunters at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge spoke with Eagle Bluffs 
Wildlife Biologist Vic Bogosian III 
about raising funds and building 
a duck blind in the area. Bogosian 
agreed a new duck blind would 
be a welcomed addition to Eagle 
Bluffs’ hunting program and ex-
pand the hunting opportunities 
in the area. Currently there are 
two ADA-accessible duck blinds 
available at Eagle Bluffs.

To raise the necessary funds to 
construct a new duck blind, Burge 
is to holding an online auction on 
eBay May 12: 20. He will be auc-
tioning three autographed official 
Missouri football game jerseys 
and three autographed footballs 
from the 2012 University of Mis-
souri football team. All proceeds 
are being donated to the Missouri 
Conservation Heritage Founda-
tion and will be dedicated to this 
specific project.

All items will be available for 
bid till noon on Sunday, May 20. 
To access the items, go to www.
ebay.com:and search for Mizzou 
football autographed jersey or 
autographed Mizzou football. All 
six item descriptions have the tag 
Blind for the Bluffs.

“I think Jim’s project is a good 
example of how invested our local 
community is in Eagle Bluffs, and 
not just duck hunters” Bogosian 
said. “Here we have a young man 
who is taking the initiative on his 
own to solicit funds for our wa-
terfowl program at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge grew up duck hunting 
near his hometown of Houston, 
Texas. Upon arriving in Columbia, 
he was hoping to fit in some duck 
hunting between football practice 
and school. “I don’t have a lot 
of spare time, especially during 
football season” Burge said. “But, 
when I can find the time, I like to 
get to Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
area as much as possible.”


