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door Skills Specialist Rob Garver. 
“In addition to boosting your 
wingshooting performance and 
conservation results, the Effec-
tive Wingshooting for the Hunter 
workshop can help you save 
money on expenses--fewer wasted 
shells mean more money in your 
pocket!”

The workshop will also cover 
the characteristics of steel shot. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
require the use of non-toxic steel 
shot on waterfowl hunting areas. 
It is also mandatory on many Con-
servation Department areas used 
for upland game bird hunting.

The course will demonstrate 
how steel can be just as effective 
as lead. Steel shot simply re-
quires greater shooting precision 
compared to lead because steel 
produces a smaller, more compact 
pattern.

“If you know how it acts and 
performs” said Garver, referring 
to steel shot, “you’re going to be a 
much better hunter.”

Participants should bring their 
hunting shotguns, choke tubes, 
and non-toxic ammunition if they 
wish to pattern their guns; eye 
and ear protection for use on a 
shooting range; a stool or chair; 
and a sack lunch and drink. Clay 
targets and non-toxic 12 and 20 
gauge practice ammunition will 
be provided.

This free workshop is open 
to adults age 18 or over. For 
more information or to register, 
send an e-mail to Robert.Garver@
mdc.mo.gov or call 660-785-2420.
‚Ä®The Northeast Regional Office 
is located just south of Kirksville 
on Highway 63.

For more information about 
this and other Discover Nature 
programs available in Northeast 
Missouri, visit mdc.mo.gov/re-
gions/northeast.

2014 dove, teal seasons 
set

Hunters of early-migrating 
gamebirds can mark their calen-
dars now. The Missouri Conserva-
tion Commission has approved 
the following early migratory bird 
hunting seasons and limits:

Mourning doves, Eurasian col-
lared doves, and white-winged 
doves: Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 (70 
days), with limits of 15 daily and 
45 in possession (combined total 
for all three species).Blue-winged 
teal, green-winged teal, and cin-
namon teal: The blue-winged teal 
(BWT) is the primary species har-
vested during this early hunting 
season. For this reason, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service bases 
teal hunting regulations on an 
annual survey of BWT numbers 
on the birds’ nesting grounds. 
Survey data are not available 
until mid-summer, so each year 
the Conservation Commission ap-
proves season dates contingent on 
survey results. If the BWT breed-
ing population index is below 
3.3 million, the season is closed. 
If the BWT breeding population 
index is at least 3.3 million but 
fewer than 4.7 million, this year’s 
season will be Sept. 6 through 14 
(nine days). If the BWT breeding 
population index is 4.7 million or 
greater, the season will be Sept. 6 
through 21 (16 days). If there is an 
early teal season, the limits will be 
six daily and 18 in possession.Sora 
and Virginia rails: Sept. 1 through 
Nov. 9 (70 days), with a daily limit 
of 25 and a possession limit of 75 
(combined total for both species).
Wilson’s (common) snipe: Sept. 1 
through Dec. 16 (107 days), with a 
daily limit of eight and a posses-
sion limit of 24.American wood-
cock: Oct. 15 through Nov. 28 (45 
days), with a daily limit of three 
and a possession limit of nine.

Additional details about early 
migratory bird hunting regula-
tions will be published in the 2014 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest. 

The publication will be available 
from hunting permit vendors later 
this summer and online at www.
mdc.mo.gov.

Help quail and other 
wildlife by limiting 
recreational mowing

Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 
courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Recreational mowing has devel-
oped into an annual spring and 
summer activity without much 
thought of the cost to wildlife 
populations.

Recreational mowing is the 
urge one gets after spring green 
up to hop on the tractor and 
cut everything, ensuring every 
uncropped acre is looking like a 
well-manicured golf course. The 
problem with this is that is coin-
cides with the peak nesting sea-
sons of the northern bobwhite, the 
wild turkey and many non-game 
upland nesting birds. It is also the 
same time that white-tailed deer 
and cottontail rabbits are bearing 
young. In southeast Missouri, 
the peak nesting season is May 1 
through July 15.

Recreational mowing promotes 
thick stands of annual grasses such 
as fescue, brome, and Johnson 
grass, which impedes the move-
ment of wildlife, reduces food sup-
plies and increases the chance of 
hypothermia on cool damp morn-
ings. Recreational mowing also 
increases predation opportunities, 
destroys nests, kills fawns and 
rabbits and reduces bare ground 
for dusting.:Recreational mowing 
creates a “dead zone” for wildlife.

Unfortunately for quail, people 
prefer mowed grass. Often mow-
ing is done for appearance or 
access. Some landowners like 
mowed paths to walk along while 
hunting. Others just see an un-


