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Natural Resources hunting and 
fishing licenses are sold. The dead-
line is Friday, Aug. 15.

“Having a prairie chicken hunt 
raises awareness of this unique 
species and how heavily these 
birds rely on healthy prairies and 
grasslands” said Steve Merchant, 
DNR wildlife populations and 
regulations manager. “Having 
hunters take an interest in prai-
rie chickens is beneficial because 
prairie conservation and prairie 
chickens go hand in hand.”

The nine-day prairie chicken 
season, which will begin on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27, is open to Minne-
sota residents only. Hunters will 
be charged a $4 application fee 
and may apply individually or in 
groups up to four. Prairie chicken 
licenses cost $23. Apply at any 
DNR license agent; the DNR Li-
cense Center, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul; online or by telephone at 
888-665-4236. An additional fee is 
charged for Internet and phone 
orders.

The hunt will be conducted in 
11 prairie chicken quota areas 
in west-central Minnesota be-
tween St. Hilaire in the north and 
Breckenridge in the south. Up to 
20 percent of the permits in each 
area will be issued to landown-
ers or tenants of 40 acres or more 
of prairie or grassland property 
within the permit area for which 
they applied.

The season bag limit is two prai-
rie chickens per hunter. Licensed 
prairie chicken hunters will be al-
lowed to take sharp-tailed grouse 
while legally hunting prairie 
chickens.

Sharptails and prairie chickens 
are similar looking species. The 
general closure on taking sharp-
tailed grouse by small game hunt-
ers in this area is to protect prairie 
chickens. Licensed prairie chicken 
hunters who want to take sharp-
tails must meet all regulations and 
licensing requirements for taking 
sharp-tailed grouse.

In 2013, an estimated 96 prairie 
chickens were harvested, with 60 
percent of hunters taking at least 
one bird. Hunter success varies 
considerably from year-to-year, 
especially when poor weather 
prevents hunters from going out 
in the field.

“Prairie chickens need large 
tracts of native prairie and grass-
lands, but unfortunately prairie 
conservation is challenging” said 
Merchant. “That’s why the DNR 
has been a partner along with the 
Minnesota Prairie Chicken Soci-
ety, The Nature Conservancy and 
numerous others in developing 
and implementing the Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan. This 
plan aims to protect Minnesota’s 
remaining native prairie, and re-
store and manage grasslands, and 
the prairie chicken should benefit 
as a result.”

For more information on the 
prairie chicken, search “prairie 
chicken” at the DNR’s rare species 
guide. Find more information on 
the Minnesota Prairie Conserva-
tion plan online.

MISSISSIPPI
Duck Breeding 

Populations Increase 
Again in 2014 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and Canadian Wildlife Service 
recently completed their annual 
waterfowl population surveys 
on the breeding grounds in the 
northern United States and Ca-
nadian provinces. :These surveys 
monitor waterfowl populations 
and critical wetland habitats, 
which are used to help set hunt-
ing season frameworks. :Overall, 
North American breeding duck 
populations increased 8 percent 
from 2013 estimates to just over 
49 million birds. 

Population estimates for eight 
of the ten surveyed duck species 
increased this year. :Mallard num-

bers increased 5 percent from last 
year to 10.9 million birds. :Ameri-
can wigeon, gadwall, and green-
winged teal populations showed 
the greatest increases (18 percent, 
14 percent, and 13 percent, re-
spectively). :Scaup, redhead, and 
northern shoveler populations 
increased as well. :Northern pin-
tails (-3 percent) and canvasbacks 
(-13 percent) were the only species 
that demonstrated a decrease in 
numbers. :

:
The 2014 May pond count in-

creased 4 percent to 7.1 million 
ponds. :”Although wetland condi-
tions in the breeding grounds were 
good again this year, we are still 
experiencing a decline in grass-
land nesting habitat in both the 
United States and Canada, which 
is extremely important for nesting 
waterfowl” said James Callicutt, 
MDWFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist. :Houston Havens, MD-
WFP Waterfowl Program Leader, 
commented, “Even with breed-
ing duck populations at record 
numbers, hunters in Mississippi 
need to remember that many fac-
tors contribute to whether or not 
these birds show up here in mass.” 
:Fall and winter weather, as well 
as wetland habitat conditions on 
the wintering grounds will play 
a major role in duck migrations, 
which will ultimately determine 
the success of Mississippi’s duck 
hunters.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, 
visit our website at:www.mdwfp.
com/waterfowl:or call us at (601) 
432-2199

MISSOURI
MDC urges pet owners 
in Columbia area to be 

watchful of coyotes
Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 

courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.


