
43
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

DNR seeks partners in 
new hunting and habitat 

program
The Department of Natural 

Resources is looking for partners 
in a new hunting and wildlife 
management program called the 
Grouse Enhanced Management 
System (GEMS), in which timber 
is intensively managed to improve 
ruffed grouse habitat and hunting 
opportunities. Seven GEMS are 
being formed in both the Upper 
Peninsula and northern Lower 
Peninsula for a fall 2014 hunting 
season debut.

GEMS will be managed primar-
ily for aspen and harvested on 
a shortened rotation. Normally 
aspen is cut every 60 years, but 
within the GEMS, aspen is in-
tended to be young and thick - the 
best habitat for grouse and wood-
cock - and will be cut about every 
40 years. Each GEMS area will 
contain gated roads, which will 
allow hunters to meander among 
different-aged aspen stands with-
out concern for vehicle traffic.

Each GEMS area will have a 
parking lot, an information station 
and signs, as well as local commu-
nity partners, and each will:

Provide unique, walk-in hunting 
opportunities.

Promote hunter recruitment and 
retention.

Expand local economies.
Accelerate timber harvest op-

portunities.
Groups or organizations inter-

ested in partnering with GEMS 
can contact Katie Keen at 231-
775-9727.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

MINNESOTA
Breeding duck numbers 

down, Canada goose 
population similar to last 

year
Along with another unusual 

spring and late ice-out, Minne-
sota’s breeding mallard popula-
tion counts are down slightly from 
last year while other species saw 
higher declines, according to the 
results of the annual Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
spring waterfowl surveys.:

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
257,000, which is 12 percent be-
low last year’s estimate of 293,000 
breeding mallards, 1 percent be-
low the recent 10-year average and 
13 percent above the long-term 
average.

The blue-winged teal population 
is 102,000 this year compared with 
144,000 in 2013 and remains 53 
percent below the long-term aver-
age of 215,000 blue-winged teal.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as ring-necked 
ducks, wood ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads was 116,000, which 
is 53 percent lower than last year 
and 35 percent below the long-
term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands was 343,000, up 33 percent 
from last year, and 28 percent 
above the long-term average.

“While we’re seeing declines 
in this year’s counts, the survey 
results can be affected by weather 

and visibility of waterfowl from 
aircraft” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “Continental 
waterfowl population estimates 
will be released by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service later this 
summer and may provide a better 
indicator of what hunters could 
expect this fall.”

The same waterfowl survey has 
been conducted each year since 
1968 to provide an annual index 
of breeding duck abundance. The 
survey covers 40 percent of the 
state that includes much of the best 
remaining duck breeding habitat 
in Minnesota.

A DNR waterfowl biologist 
and pilot count all waterfowl and 
wetlands along established survey 
routes by flying low-level aerial 
surveys from a fixed-wing plane. 
The survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
nesting activity of mallards. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews who also 
count waterfowl along some of the 
same survey routes. These data are 
then used to correct for birds not 
seen by the aerial crew.

CANADA GEESE
This year’s Canada goose popu-

lation was estimated at 244,000 
geese, which was similar to last 
year’s estimate of 250,000 geese. 
This does not include an addi-
tional estimated 17,500 breeding 
Canada geese in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area.

“Although this year’s popula-
tion estimate is similar to last 
year’s estimate, goose production, 
or the number of goslings that 
hatch, will be better than last year” 
Cordts said. “This year’s colder 
than normal temperatures delayed 
some goose nesting, particularly in 
the northern portions of the state.”

The number of breeding Canada 
geese in the state is estimated via 
a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese in April. The sur-
vey, which includes most of the 
state except for the Twin Cities 


