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by logging in to your customer 
account at License.MyFWC.com. 
Also, any applicant who provides 
an email address will be notified 
by the FWC if drawn. Those who 
are successful in getting drawn 
must pick up and pay for the Dove 
Club permit at any of the same 
places mentioned above or online 
by Aug. 11.

Brochures on each of these areas 
are available online at MyFWC.
com/Dove. Also at that Web ad-
dress, beginning in late September, 
hunters will be able to find the 
most up-to-date information on 
these six special-opportunity dove 
fields, as well as Florida’s other 
public dove fields. The website is 
updated every Thursday through-
out dove season. Information 
includes dove densities, previous 
weeks’ harvests and field condi-
tions.

So if you’d like to join the FWC’s 
Dove Club, you need to try to do 
so in July. Remember to introduce 
someone new to hunting when 
you can. As always, have fun, hunt 
safely and ethically, and we’ll see 
you in the woods!

ILLINOIS

IDNR Announces 
Schedule of Waterfowl 
Blind Site Drawings: 

Waterfowl hunters are encour-
aged to mark their calendars for 
upcoming waterfowl hunting 
blind site random drawings to 
be held at several public hunt-
ing areas in Illinois this summer. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Duck and goose hunters 
must register in person for water-
fowl blind site drawings and must 
be present at the drawing: held at 
each location designated below 
immediately after the registra-
tion period: to claim their blind 
sites.: Mail-in registrations are 
not accepted.: Blind allocations 
for these sites are good for one 

year. To participate in a drawing, 
applicants must present a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois hunting or sportsman 
combination license and a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl 
Stamp at the time they register, 
unless exempted by law.: Ap-
plicants must be at least 16 years 
old by the date of the drawing. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Applicants needing to 
purchase new licenses and stamps 
should do so prior to the drawing.: 
Most blind drawing locations will 
not have license sales available.: 
Licenses and stamps are available 
at any DNR Direct license and 
permit vendor, through the IDNR 
website at www.dnr.illinois.gov, 
or by calling 1-888-6-PERMIT (1-
888-673-7648). ‚Ä®‚Ä®Registrants 
are no longer required to possess 
a valid Illinois Firearm Owner’s 
Identification (FOID) card from the 
Illinois State Police to participate 
in blind drawings. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Also, in 
order to be an eligible applicant for 
the drawing, the participant must 
not have his or her hunting privi-
leges suspended or revoked by the 
IDNR or any other jurisdiction at 
the time of the drawing.: Out-of-
state residents must have a 2013 or 
2014 non-resident hunting license 
for Illinois and a 2013 or 2014 Illi-
nois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®The schedule for 2014 
blind drawings is listed below: 

IOWA
Pheasants, Forest, or 
Cleaner Water -- CRP 

Can Help
Whatever the goal -- bringing 

back pheasants, planting wood-
land for long-term profit or im-
proving water quality -- reopening 
signup June 9 for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) is great 
for landowners and farmers who 
want to protect environmentally 
sensitive land. 

“Other than a few weeks last 
winter, it’s the first opportunity 

for people to enroll in:Pheasant 
SAFE, a continuous CRP designed 
to bring pheasants and other 
grassland birds back by providing 
winter habitat” said Chuck Gipp, 
DNR director. 

Those interested in more per-
manent plantings can strategi-
cally plant trees to reduce flood 
damages, protect streambanks or 
provide future income. “The for-
est planted today provides future 
benefits including income, hunt-
ing opportunities and reduced 
erosion” according to Bruce Traut-
man, DNR deputy director.

Other eligible continuous prac-
tices can benefit water quality 
and include buffer or filter strips, 
wetlands and plantings to reduce 
erosion on highly erodible land.

Iowa had 45,000 acres available 
Monday under:Pheasant SAFE, a 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment CRP. Other Continuous CRP 
programs are also available and 
may be a good match for landown-
ers whose General CRP contracts 
are expiring.

Contact a DNR wildlife biolo-
gist or forester to receive techni-
cal help and to learn more about 
matching your goals to available 
programs. Or, visit your local 
USDA office. Find more infor-
mation at www.iowadnr.gov/
Environment/LandStewardship/
WildlifeLandownerAssistance/
FinancialAssistance.aspx

Iowa Pheasants Faced 
Tough Winter, Wet 

Spring
Iowa’s unseasonably cold and 

snowy winter and wet spring is 
not likely to boost its pheasant 
population.

Pheasants typically show popu-
lation increases following mild 
winters with spring that are 
warmer and dryer than normal. 
Based on that weather model, the 
western third of Iowa has the best 
chance to see an uptick in pheas-


