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State News

‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget in-
crease of $540,987 to be used for 
State Wildlife Grant projects. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Elected Ron Duncan of 
Springdale chairman of the Com-
mission. Emon Mahony of El Do-
rado was elected vice chairman. 
The meeting was the last for out-
going vice chairman Ty Patterson 
of Texarkana whose term expires 
this month. 

FLORIDA
Become a member of the 

Dove Club!
To me,:the best part about hunt-

ing is not harvesting game: but 
spending quality time outdoors 
with friends and family. One of 
the best ways to do that is through 
dove hunting, which is part of the 
reason why great dove hunts are 
in such high demand but often 
difficult to find.

Because of this, the FWC:created 
its Special-Opportunity Dove 
Club program. It offers hunters 
the chance of:experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting:on the state’s 
best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable one 
adult and one youth (age 15 or 
younger) to hunt all scheduled 
dates for the dove field of their 
choice. Permits cost $150 and en-
able both hunters to take a daily 
bag limit of birds. All hunts take 
place on Saturdays from noon 
until sunset. Scheduled hunt 
dates and number of hunts vary 
between fields.

Last year, 1,013 birds were har-
vested from six fields. This coming 
season, there will be the same six 
special-opportunity dove fields 
scattered throughout the state 
from which to choose.

ARKANSAS
Proposed early migratory 

bird seasons discussed
Commissioners with the Arkan-

sas Game and Fish Commission 
today discussed this year’s dove 
season, the unofficial opening of 
Arkansas’s fall hunting season, 
at its monthly meeting in Texar-
kana. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early-season migra-
tory game-bird season selections 
must be reported to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service by Aug. 1. 
Approval for the early seasons 
will take place during the Com-
mission’s July meeting. Chang-
es from last season are minor. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Mourning Dove and Eur-
asian Collared Dove:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Oct. 25 and Dec. 20-Jan. 8 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Teal Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 13-
28 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Rail Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Nov. 14 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Woodcock 
S e a s o n : ‚ Ä ® : : : : N o v.  8 - D e c . 
2 2  ‚ Ä ® ‚ Ä ® C o m m o n  S n i p e 
Season:‚Ä®::::Nov. 1-Feb. 15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Purple Gallinule and Com-
mon Moorhen Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
1-Nov. 9 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early Canada 
Goose Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 1-15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Northwest Canada Goose 
Zone Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 20-29 
‚Ä®‚Ä®In other business, the 
Commission: ‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved 
the AGFC budget for fiscal year 
2014-15, totaling $88,123,246. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget 
increase of $200,000 to aid in 
the completion of the Lower 
Cache River Restoration Project. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Turned down a 23-acre 
future land donation offer after 
AGFC personnel determined that 
the property was not suitable for 
a wildlife or nature preserve. The 
property is located on Highway 
270 in Hot Spring County in a 
residential and agricultural area. 

Frog Pond North Public Small-
Game Hunting Area (PSGHA) in 
Miami-Dade County was again 
the top producer last year with 453 
birds taken. This year, the field will 
be expanded from 50 to 75 acres.

Koon Farm dove field in Lafay-
ette County last year had 114 birds 
harvested off its 40 acres. There 
will be 13 Dove Club permits 
available to hunt next season.

The dove field on Hilochee 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Lake County has 15 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt its 80 
acres. Hunters there last season 
took 59 doves.

Hunters harvested 80 birds from 
Allapattah Flats PSGHA in Martin 
County, east of Lake Okeechobee. 
Thirteen Dove Club permits are 
available for the 100-acre field.::::::

North Newberry PSGHA, in 
Alachua County, has 15 Dove Club 
permits on its 40 acres. That field 
produced 87 birds last year.

The remaining property, Cara-
velle Ranch in Putnam County, 
has three fields that total about 125 
acres with 30 Dove Club permits 
available. Last season, 220 doves 
were harvested there from just the 
six-day hunt.

Dove Club permits will be is-
sued by random drawing during 
Phase I. That application pe-
riod runs from 10 a.m. on July 18 
through July 28.

After obtaining the correct ap-
plication worksheet by going to 
MyFWC.com/License and click-
ing on “Limited Entry/Quota 
Hunts” you can apply for these 
season passes by filling out a 
single worksheet (with up to five 
dove field choices) and turning it 
in at any county tax collector’s of-
fice, license agent or by applying 
online at License.MyFWC.com. 
During Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for only one 
dove field.

You may check the drawing 
results after 10 a.m. on Aug. 1 


