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support of NSSF and its mis-
sion to promote, protect and 
preserve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports.

Samantha Hughes, NSSF’s 
Member Services Coordinator, 
manages the Voting Member 
Scholarship Award Contest. 
“The quality of the writing and 
the attention to details in sup-
port of arguments seem to im-
prove every year,” said Hughes. 
“It makes all of us at NSSF feel 
good to see these students hon-
ored through the NSSF Voting 
Member Scholarship Program.”

NSSF’s Project ChildSafe 
Takes Second Annual 

S.A.F.E Summer 
into Communities 

Nationwide 
 Project ChildSafe, in part-

nership with the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), announces the sec-
ond annual S.A.F.E Summer 
campaign, a part of Project 
ChildSafe’s ongoing program 
to emphasize the importance 
of responsible firearm storage 
-- particularly while children 
are home from school and more 
likely to be unattended.

Each month, Project Child-
Safe will recognize and spot-
light local leaders nationwide 
who are promoting safety and 
making a difference in their 
community as the program 
turns its national message 
into local action. The firearm 
industry is promoting safe and 
responsible ownership through 
its network -- reinforcing Proj-

ect ChildSafe’s overarching 
message, “Own it? Respect It. 
Secure it,” -- so that programs 
such as S.A.F.E. Summer serve 
as a reminder that proper fire-
arm storage is the #1 way to 
prevent firearm accidents, theft 
and misuse.

“Our mission is to make the 
mantra “Own it? Respect it. 
Secure it.” second nature when 
talking about firearm safety,” 
says Steve Sanetti, President 
of NSSF. “The S.A.F.E Summer 
initiative aims to emphasize the 
importance of safe and respon-
sible storage in communities 
across the country.”

“S.A.F.E.” serves as an ac-
ronym for Store your firearms 
responsibly when not in use; 
Be Aware of those around you 
who should not have unauthor-
ized access to guns; Focus on 
your responsibility as a firearm 
owner and Educate yourself 
and others about safe firearm 
handling and storage. The ef-
fort is focused on providing 
education and tools that helps 
gun owners take responsible 
action to keep their families and 
communities safer.

NSSF launched Project 
ChildSafe in 1999 (prior to 2003 
the program was called Project 
HomeSafe) as a nationwide 
initiative to promote firearms 
responsibility and provide 
safety education to all gun own-
ers. Through partnerships with 
more than 15,000 law enforce-
ment agencies, the program has 
provided more than 36 million 
free firearm safety kits to gun 
owners in all 50 states and five 

U.S. territories. That’s in addi-
tion to the more than 70 million 
free locking devices manufac-
turers have included with new 
firearms sold since 1998 and 
continue to do today.

Project ChildSafe was origi-
nally supported by federal 
grants provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Since 
2008, when this funding was 
cut, the firearms manufactur-
ing industry has solely funded 
the Project ChildSafe program 
through the members of NSSF. 

NSSF Issues Report on 
Combined Spending 

by Hunters and Target 
Shooters

National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s “Hunting in 
America” and “Target Shoot-
ing in America” reports reveal 
the broad impact that spending 
by hunters and target shooters 
have on America’s economy. 
Now, responding to demand 
for a combined report, NSSF 
has issued “Economic Impact 
of Hunting and Target Shooting 
in America,” showing, among 
other significant statistics, that 
spending by America’s sports-
men and women results in a 
total impact of $110 billion an-
nually to the U.S. economy.

“America’s hunters and 
target shooters create one gi-
ant economic engine whose 
hum can be felt throughout our 
country and by businesses of 
all sizes,” said Elizabeth Karas-
meighan, NSSF Director, Legis-
lative and Policy Research.


