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service you have given the 
sport over the years and nur-
ture new people into the sport.

In short, spread the truth.

There are people and or-
ganizations that don’t want 
the truth about the AKC to be 
known. Hate may attack it and 
ignorance may ridicule it, but 
in the end, the truth is irrefu-
table. While yawns, laughter, 
and germs are infectious, the 
most powerful infectious thing 
is spreading the truth.

As true fans, we will stay 
strong, stand up for dogs, and 
speak out for our values. And 
we won’t stop until every critic 
becomes a fan.

As always, your comments 
and suggestions are welcome at 
atk@akc.org.

S i n c e r e l y , 
A l a n  K a l t e r 
Chairman

Double the Fun! Tips on 
Adding a Second Dog to 

Your Home
Getting a dog is a major deci-

sion, and adding a second one to 
the mix brings a whole new set of 
considerations, from gender to size 
and everything in between.

Personality: Each dog is an 
individual with its own personal-
ity. Before adding a second dog 
to your home, you should have a 
clear understanding of your own 
four-legged friend’s personality 
and energy level.

Gender: While there is no set 

rule that a female dog will be a 
better friend for a male dog, if 
you have never had two dogs at 
the same time it is generally easier 
and often safer to have dogs of the 
opposite sex. Same-sex combina-
tions can be tricky to manage as 
dogs work out their dominance or 
pack order.

Age: Take your dog’s age into 
account when considering a second 
dog. If you have a senior dog, get-
ting a young, playful puppy might 
not be an ideal match. The older 
dog might find a rambunctious 
puppy too much to handle, espe-
cially if he has age-related issues.

Size: Keep size in mind. A very 
big dog and a toy dog would need 
plenty of supervision together to 
make sure the little guy doesn’t get 
hurt during playtime.

AKC To Acknowledge 
Titles Earned In North 
America Diving Dogs 

Events
The American Kennel Club® 

(AKC®) will now recognize titles 
earned by dogs competing in events 
sanctioned by North America Div-
ing Dogs (NADD), an independent 
governing body for canine dock 
diving. NADD offer two types of 
competition for all dogs -- distance 
jumping and air retrieve. 

“NADD events are an exciting 
activity that can be enjoyed by all 
purebreds and mixed breeds. The 
AKC is pleased to now be able to 
acknowledge the achievements of 
all dogs in this sport,” said Doug 
Ljungren, AKC Vice President of 
Sports and Events.

“North America Diving Dogs 
strives to promote the sport of ca-
nine dock diving in a setting that is 
convenient, safe and enjoyable for 
all dogs and owners,” said Debbie 
Markwardt, President of NADD. 
“We welcome all dog owners to try 
out dock diving. We know you’ll 
enjoy the camaraderie and fun!”

In the distance jumping com-
petition, there are two classes 
-- Open Class (any size dog wel-
come) and the Lap Class (for dogs 
under 16” at the withers). A divi-
sion title is earned by accumulating 
five qualifying jumps within one 
division. There are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. 
After earning the initial division 
title, dogs can earn Advanced and 
Excellent level titles by completing 
additional qualifying jumps.

In the Air Retrieve competi-
tion, a dog and handler team earns 
one qualifying grab towards a 
division title based on their lon-
gest grab in the Air Retrieve. Like 
distance jumping, a division title 
is earned by accumulating five 
qualifying grabs within one divi-
sion, and there are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. Ad-
ditional Advanced and Excellent 
titles can be earned with additional 
qualifying grabs. 

Rules  governing NADD 
events, the complete titling re-
quirements and information about 
how to sign up to host a NADD 
event can be found here. Specifics 
about the NADD/AKC titling pro-
gram and the AKC title application 
form can be found in the AKC Title 
Recognition Program section of the 
AKC website.


