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News From The AKC

You have heard of the 
AKC German Wirehair 
Pointer, the Wirehaired 

Pointing Griffon 
and NOW the AKC 
will recognized the 

WIREHAIRED VIZSLA, 
YEA RED DOGS!

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

A hardy Hungarian hunt-
ing dog and a pet known as the 
“royal dog of Madagascar” will 
join the pack at the Westminster 
Kennel Club show next year, 
organizers announced Friday.

The kennel club said the 
wirehaired vizsla and the co-
ton de tulear will be eligible to 
compete for the first time in the 
New York show next February.

The wire-haired vizsla is a 
medium-size breed developed 
to hunt in northern Hungary’s 
cold winters and rough terrain. 
It’s related to the vizsla, which 
has a smooth coat.

The coton de tulear is a 
small, cheerful companion dog 
with a long, white, cotton-like 
coat.

“While they differ in ex-
ercise and grooming needs, 
both are sweet, loyal, loving 
family companions,” said Gina 
DiNardo, a spokeswoman for 
the American Kennel Club, the 

governing body for Westmin-
ster and many other canine 
events.

Breeds are added to the 
prestigious Westminster dog 
show after they are recognized 
by the AKC. Recognition re-
quires having several hundred 
dogs of the breed nationwide, 
among other criteria. With the 
newcomers, there are now 180 
AKC-recognized breeds.

Westmins ter  a l so  an -
nounced that the AKC’s popu-
lar, non-competitive “Meet the 
Breeds” event will be held in 
conjunction with the February 
dog show. The breeds event has 
been held in the fall for several 
years.

A Royal Dog and Expert 
Hunter Join AKC Family

The Coton de Tulear and 
Wirehaired Vizsla Gain Full 

AKC Recognition
The pack has expanded! 

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) announced today the 
Coton de Tulear and Wirehaired 
Vizsla will be welcomed to its lit-
ter of recognized breeds this year, 
growing AKC’s family to 180.

“The AKC is excited to rec-
ognize these friendly, outgoing 
breeds, giving dog lovers every-
where even more choices to fit their 
lifestyle,” said AKC Spokesperson 
Gina DiNardo. “While they differ 
in exercise and grooming needs, 

both are sweet, loyal, loving family 
companions.”

Known as the “Royal dog of 
Madagascar”, the Coton de Tulear 
joins the Non-Sporting group. The 
breed originated on the island of 
Madagascar and was owned only 
by nobleman. Cotons are small, 
sweet dogs with a lot of heart. They 
thrive on human companionship 
and make loyal family pets. They 
get along well with children, as 
well as other dogs. Their long, 
cotton-like coat requires regular 
brushing. Additional information 
on the breed can be found on the 
United States of America Coton 
de Tulear Club’s website at www.
usactc.org.

An athletic breed with an ex-
cellent nose for hunting and track-
ing, the Wirehaired Vizsla joins 
the Sporting Group. The breed 
originated in Hungary as a hunting 
dog that could withstand extreme 
weather and rough field conditions, 
which is why they have a long, 
dense, wiry coat. They are gentle, 
outgoing, friendly dogs that make 
wonderful companions. Because 
of their athletic nature, Wirehaired 
Vizslas do best with active fami-
lies. Additional information on the 
breed can be found on the Wire-
haired Vizsla Club of America’s 
website at www.whvca.us.

Both breeds will be eligible to 
compete in their respective groups 
beginning July 2nd of this year.

To become an AKC recognized 
breed there must be a minimum 
number of dogs geographically 
distributed throughout the U.S., 
as well as an established breed 
club of responsible owners and 
breeders. Breeds working towards 


