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360,000 acres for wildlife. 

Anthony Hauck, (651)209-
4972 ahauck@pheasantsforever.
org 

Iowa’s 50K-Acre 
Pheasant Recovery 

Program Aims to Create 
Upland Habitat

Landowners en-
couraged to investi-
gate first-come, first-
serve CRP practice

Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres are typically 
the best pheasant nesting and 
brood-rearing habitat in the 
country. 

There is a new upland con-
servation program to help 
boost Iowa’s pheasant popula-
tion. Beginning immediately, 
landowners can enroll in the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery - State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE). Part of the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
50,000 acres have been allocated 
for enrollment on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pheasants For-
ever’s eight Farm Bill Biologists 
in Iowa are helping landowners 
with enrollment and questions. 

A continuous Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
practice, the Iowa Pheasant 
Recovery SAFE is designed to 
help increase populations of 
ring-necked pheasants and oth-
er grassland wildlife species. 
Once the acres are fully enrolled 

and established, there is the 
potential for the newly-created 
upland habitat to produce more 
than 100,000 additional roosters 
annually for hunters. And all 
Iowa citizens will benefit from 
the water quality improve-
ments and soil erosion reduc-
tions that are associated with 
grassland conservation. There 
are about 4,100 acres currently 
enrolled in the program, leav-
ing more than 45,000 available 
to landowners. 

“We’ve heard from land-
owners who want to return 
pheasants to their property, 
and this is the program that’s 
specifically designed to do it,” 
says Jared Wiklund, Pheasants 
Forever’s Regional Represen-
tative in southern Iowa, “The 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
is open to landowners in most 
Iowa counties, and our team 
of Farm Bill Biologists is ea-
ger to work with farmers and 
ranchers to add upland habitat 
while helping improve their 
business operations.” Enroll-
ment includes a sign-up bonus 
payment of $100 per acre. Find 
a Farm Bill Biologist. 

As a continuous CRP prac-
tice, the Iowa Pheasant Recov-
ery SAFE sign-up will end once 
50,000 acres are under contract. 
“There will not be a general 
CRP signup this year so this is 
an option that landowners with 
expiring general CRP should 
consider,” says Todd Bogen-
schutz, Upland wildlife Biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. 

If there is not a Pheasants 
Forever Farm Bill Biologist in 
your area, please visit your 
local USDA Service Center for 
more information about the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
and other continuous CRP 
practices. 

Partners in the Iowa Pheas-
ant Recovery SAFE practice 
include Pheasants Forever, the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Farm 
Service Agency, USDA - Iowa 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship, Conservation Dis-
tricts of Iowa and Iowa County 
Conservation Boards. 

Pheasants Forever’s eight 
Farm Bill Biologists in Iowa 
are the result of a collabora-
tive partnership that includes 
Pheasants Forever chapters, 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service, USDA – Farm Service 
Agency, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship, Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts and more. 
The biologists provide Farm 
Bill program advice for eligi-
bility, application deadlines 
and other important details 
for landowners interested in 
improving wildlife habitat on 
their property. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-


