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longstanding programs like the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). The 2014 Farm Bill will 
decrease the number of CRP 
acres eligible for enrollment 
from 27.5 million acres in 2014 
to 24 million acres by 2017. This 
reduced cap is concerning for 
DU and its partners since CRP 
provides critical habitat for wa-
terfowl and other wildlife. CRP 
continuous sign-up, where all 
land that meets certain require-
ments is eligible for enrollment 
on a rolling basis began June 
9. Despite anticipated CRP 
loss, we must also explore and 
develop new ways to incen-
tivize and modernize habitat 
conservation during periods 
of high commodity prices.  
 
As implementation occurs, 
DU continues to work with 
its partners and the USDA on 
developing new rules for other 
conservation provisions in the 
2014 Farm Bill. This includes 
wetland conservation compli-
ance and native prairie (Sod-
saver) conservation provisions 
linked to federal crop insurance.  
 
The Farm Bill provides the 
greatest impact to private lands 
conservation and is critical to 
fulfilling DU’s mission.  We 
continue to work with our ag-
ricultural and agency partners 
to ensure these programs are 
successful.  

House subcommittee 
approves 

NAWCA funding
Ducks Unlimited (DU) ap-

preciates the funding of more 
than $34 million for the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act (NAWCA) provided 
by the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, En-
vironment and Related Agen-
cies in their bill. The approval 
maintains funding levels on par 
with FY14. 

“We’d like to thank Chair-
man Calvert (CA) and Rank-
ing Member Moran (VA) for 
providing more than $34 mil-
lion for NAWCA in its FY15 
subcommittee bill,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “While this 
is level funding with FY14, it 
clearly demonstrates a renewed 
commitment to this vital pro-
gram that delivers wetland 
conservation on the ground for 
waterfowl, other wildlife and 
our citizens.” 

Since 1990, more than 5,000 
partners have completed more 
than 2,400 NAWCA projects 
resulting in the conservation 
of 27.5 million acres of habitat 
on the ground. Reflecting their 
commitment to these vital 
habitat projects, partners have 
contributed $2.7 billion in non-
federal matching funds for the 
nearly $1.3 billion made avail-
able in federal grants. NAWCA 
creates and enhances wetland 
habitat that serves as vital 
breeding, migratory and win-
tering grounds for millions of 
waterfowl throughout their life 
cycle. With appropriate funding 

for this program, the public will 
benefit for years from healthy 
waterfowl populations and in-
creased hunting opportunities.

“Wetlands are not only im-
portant to wildlife, but also 
provide significant goods and 
services to our citizens in the 
form of flood control, purifica-
tion of drinking water through 
their filtering function and buff-
ering of coastal storm surges,  in 
addition to providing hunting 
and other recreational opportu-
nities,” Hall said.
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Breeding duck numbers 
up 8 percent

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today released its re-
port on 2014 Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, based 
on surveys conducted in May 
and early June. Total popula-
tions were estimated at 49.2 
million breeding ducks in the 
surveyed area. This estimate 
represents an 8-percent increase 
from last year’s estimate of 45.6 
million birds, and is 43 percent 
higher than the 1955-2013 long-
term average. This continues a 
three-year trend of exceptional 
water conditions and popula-
tion numbers for many species. 
 
“It looks like another good 
waterfowl breeding year for 
a good portion of the prairies 
and the boreal forest,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Precipitation 


