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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS UNLIMITED
Bill to increase duck 
stamp price passes 

House Natural 
Resources Committee

 Ducks Unlimited officials 
praised the House of Repre-
sentatives Natural Resources 
Committee’s passage by voice 
vote Wednesday of the Federal 
Duck Stamp Act of 2014. The 
measure is now headed to the 
House floor for consideration.

The Federal Duck Stamp 
Act of 2014, a bill introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the U.S. Senate would 
raise the price of the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp (duck 
stamp) to $25 from its cur-
rent level of $15 and dedicate 
the amount of the increase to 
conservation easements with 
private landowners.

“Ducks Unlimited appre-
ciates the support of House 
Natural Resources Commit-
tee Chairman Doc Hastings 
(R-Washington) and Ranking 
Democrat Peter DeFazio (D-
Oregon) in moving quickly to 
report HR 5069 to the House 
floor,” said Ducks Unlimited 
CEO Dale Hall. “We also appre-
ciate the leadership of Subcom-
mittee Chairman John Fleming 
(R-Louisiana) and the bipar-
tisan co-sponsors in bringing 
the bill to the Committee for 

consideration. The price of the 
duck stamp was last adjusted 
23 years ago. Since then, the 
price of land has tripled and 
conservation buying power 
has diminished greatly. Once 
again, sportsmen and women 
are willing to lead in funding 
conservation that benefits all of 
our citizens.”

Since its enactment in 1934, 
the federal duck stamp pro-
gram has protected nearly 6 
million acres of habitat through 
expenditures of more than $900 
million. The price of the duck 
stamp has been raised only sev-
en times. The last price increase 
raised the price of the stamp 
to $15 — the single longest 
period without a price increase 
in the program’s history. The 
Congressional Budget Office 
found that because the federal 
duck stamp is a user fee, such 
a price increase would have no 
net impact on federal spending.

Sponsored by Chairman 
Fleming, HR 5069 is originally 
co-sponsored in the House 
by Congressmen Ron Kind 
(D-Wisconsin), Jason Smith 
(R-Missouri) and Rob Wittman 
(R-Virginia).
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New Farm Bill 
implementation ongoing

The 2014 Farm Bill passed in 
February, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
is beginning to roll out new 
conservation programs and 
initiatives. The bill provides 
$28 billion over the next five 
years for conservation on pri-
vate lands while streamlining 
several old programs and creat-
ing new ones like the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram (RCPP). The RCPP will 
provide $400 million in FY15 
for multi-year partnership 
agreements with universities, 
organizations, corporations or 
local governments for local or 
regional conservation projects 
across the U.S. The RCPP en-
courages leveraging resources 
among local, state, federal and 
non-federal partners. The RCPP 
must commit 35 percent of its 
funding to projects in eight 
critical conservation areas, 
recalculated every five years, 
many of which are areas where 
Ducks Unlimited focuses its 
conservation efforts. The Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) will select the 
RCPP’s projects based on appli-
cations submitted. The NRCS 
is accepting pre-proposal ap-
plications and for selected pre-
proposals, will accept complete 
proposals in the fall. Landown-
ers and producers may also 
apply for similar agreements 
through local USDA offices. 
 
Changes are also underway to 


