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running the initial line. The sec-
ond cause for popping occurs 
when the spaniel is stopping 
and cast with left or right overs 
to often as well. The trainer has 
failed to give the dog enough 
independence to hunt their 
birds. This makes the spaniel 
stop and look for direction or 
(reaffirming) with the trainer 
while questing for game. In 
either case, the spaniel is out of 
balance and has lost their inde-
pendence and will not hunt for 
the bird through the sent cone.

This highly undesirable we 
want a balanced dog that will 
take direction only when needed 
but still has the strong desire to 
please and seek game indepen-
dently. We want to continue the 
drill through all of the other legs 
on the wagon wheel. Stop your 
student at random distances 
while taking the initial line. 
Teach the spaniel to stop and 
face you in all different wind 
directions. Be sure to continue 
driving the dog all the way to the 
same dummy pile several times 
to maintain good solid attitude 
on running the initial line. Once 
this is learned, you will transi-
tion to a related advancing drill.

Line the spaniel to a 100 
yard pile, using the same initial 
line throughout our session. 
Stop the spaniel at 60 yards out, 
and give them a left or right 
handed cast to a pile adjacent 
to the initial line. We now want 
them to make a retrieve from 
the adjacent pile of dummies. 
Like all drills, it is best to use 
the wind to your advantage in 
the beginning stages of this new 

drill. There noise will help to 
SUCK them to the pile of dum-
mies for the retrieve. Continue 
to drill this in every different 
wind direction so they gain in 
confidence on your cast. Mix 
it up cast your left and right 
OVERS, HUP and BACK com-
mands as well as driving them 
straight through to the pile 
without being handled.

Again keep this important 
factor in mind only stop your 
spaniel for a cast once out of 
every four times you send them 
on their initial line. You should 
be sending them straight on 
through to pile more than you 
are stopping them for a han-
dling cast. Remember when 
they freeze up and refuse to 
take a cast. Simply move up 
to help them understand what 
you are asking them to do. Re-
member we are teaching them 
to leave their initial line and 
take an Over cast until they find 
the blind bird. You can even mix 
it up and use a 60 yard line as 
the initial line, stop them half 
way, cast them over to a 100 
yard line stop them again then 
send them on a Back command 
to the pile of dummies.

However you maintain and 
teach them that the initial line 
is the most productive line to 
take for making the retrieve on 
a blind.  Again drill this more 
often than stopping and cast-
ing them.  Remember we are 
only going to handle them on 
blinds when. They drift too far 
off the initial line, or to keep 
them on the proper downwind 
side of the fallen bird so they 

can locate the sent cone to suck 
them into the retrieve.  We are 
getting very close to running 
Cold blinds. Keep in mind while 
teaching this part of handling, 
be cautious and don’t be too 
harsh on your reprimands. This 
will cause them to freeze up in 
the fear of making a mistake.  
You will see a lot of “no goes” 
and” cast refusals” during this 
schooling. Be patient and con-
tinue to move up and show 
them what you are asking them 
to do. Many time I have thrown 
a dummy to the pile to get them 
to go in the direction that I got a 
“cast refusal”.  Remember even 
though this is a difficult training 
concept. It still must be fun both 
of you and your spaniel! Next 
month the real deal cold blind.


