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Buy The Book
Thanks to Dogwise Publishing we 
offer you an excerpt from Dog In-
sight By Pamela Reid PhD CAAB 
Copyrights Dogwise Publishing 
2012

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you ten pages 
from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Brain Waves
By Pamela Reid PhD, CAAB

The Stages of Your Puppy’s Mental 
Development

There are few things in this world quite as 
spectacular as the transformation that animals 
go through in their journey from new-born to 
adult. The 1965 pioneering work of developmen-
tal psychobiologists John Paul Scott and John 
Fuller-Genetics and the Social Behavior of Dogs-
provides the foundation for our understanding 
of the physical and behavioural development 
of normal puppies. Scott and Fuller divided the 
progression from birth to sexual maturity in dogs 
into four distinct periods: neonatal; transition; 
socialization; and juvenile.

The Neonatal Period

When canine babies are born, they are com-
pletely dependent on their mother for survival. 
The puppy has a relatively undeveloped brain: 
the brain waves of a puppy when awake are 
virtually indistinguishable from those when 
sleeping. The puppy cannot regulate its own 
body temperature and is unable to urinate or 
defecate unless the dam stimulates it. The new-
born puppy can feel and taste, but it cannot see 
or hear. The sense of smell also appears to be 
non-functional at this age. It can crawl and it can 
right itself if it topples over. If hungry or cold, 
the puppy will whine or yelp.

Despite their primitive state, three to ten day 
old puppies are capable of learning simple asso-
ciations: a puppy that is given milk after sucking 

on a rubber nipple will learn to suck more often 
than if just given water. If the puppy is given a 
bitter-tasting substance instead of the milk, it will 
refuse to suck on the nipple. Experience at this 
early age can speed up the course of develop-
ment. Daily handling and other physical contact, 
including painful events, can lead to increased 
weight gain, earlier opening of the eyes, and 
accelerated motor and cognitive development.

The Transition Period
Significant changes occur over this one week 

period, although the exact timing varies across 


