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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the August/Sept 2014 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thanks advertisers for 
helping bring the magazine to our readers. 

Well it’s time to get ready for hunting season which is right around the corner. Time to get 
yourself and your dogs in shape, guns clean, territory scouted and a ton of other things.

So what do we have in this issues for you? We look at two books, In Purely Positive Training 
Sheila Booth gives us an excerpt about ten commandments about training. It’s a good read for 
any age dog.

Our second book is: Dog InSight by Pamela Reid PhD, CAAB. It is focused for puppy transition 
training. She walks through some of the critical training periods nearly every pup goes through.

Ellen and I traveled to Watertown, South Dakota for her class reunion. While there we had 
extra time so we toured the Terry Redline Museum. We had driven past it for years and finally 
went in and brought you a photo montage. It’s a place you need to go if you are in the area and 
have an extra hour or two.

We have a number of great new products for our readers. Look for us to be giving away select 
new products to our readers. That and some great news, calendars and much more we offer to 
you in this issue.

Have fun in the field and be safe,

Dennis Guldan 

Publisher Bird Dog & Retriev-
er News
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What’s New

20 Piece 20V MAX* 
Lithium Bare Oscillating 

Tool
2 Finger TOOL-FREE SYS-

TEM makes adjusting and 
changing accessories quick and 
easy

Variable speed dial (8K-18K 
OPM) offers maximum control 
across a variety of applications

LED work light provides 
better visability in darkened 
work conditions

  3 Position Overmold Grip 
improves comfort by reducing 
vibration.

20 Accessories and Storage 
Box Included provides ability 
to cut, sand, scrape and grind

20V Max System - High 
performance cordless platform

www.portercable.com
$69.98

 Bow Wow Bistro 10 Dog 
Bone Treat Maker

Non-Stick Coated Baking Plates
Latching Handle and Non-Skid 
Rubber Feet
Cool Touch Handle
Bone Shaped Power Light and 
Convenient Cord Wrap
Includes Bone-Shaped Dough 
Cutter
Bow wow bistro dog treat 
maker
Bakes 10 bone-shaped dog 
treats
Non-stick cooking surface
Locking latch
Power light
Cool touch handle
Non-skid rubber feet
Dimensions: 11.26”L x 9.29”W 
x 3.66”H
1-year limited warranty
Model# BB-1

$35.50
www.selectbrands.com

Back Country Carry 
Sysem for cameras and 

binoculars
The KEYHOLE® SYSTEM is 

comprised of a set of shoulder straps 
(which incorporates a neck strap, 
distributing the camera or binocular 
weight across the shoulders rather 
than the neck) and a harness assem-
bly (comprised of a keyhole shaped 
cut-out plate).  A specially designed 
knob (for camera) or bracket assembly 
(for binoculars) screws into the tripod 
mount-hole, which in turn engages 
into the keyhole cut-out.  This secures 
the camera or binoculars to your body 
and safely points the lens down rather 
than outward.  The weight of the cam-
era or binoculars rests in the keyhole 
cut-out, which further reduces the 
weight from your neck and prevents 
the optics from swinging.  A tether 
strap attached to the keyhole shaped 
cut-out plate fastens to your camera 
lens cap to prevent lens creep and 
is also a lens cap keeper.  To use the 
camera or binoculars, simply lift up 
on the device body, disengage the 
knob or bracket assembly from the 
keyhole cut-out plate and you are 
‘ready’ for action.

$34.95
www.backcountrysolutions.com
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Lucky Snipe
Repellent insect humans

Whup-A-Bug® is an all 
natural eco-friendly and bo-
tanicals-based insect repellent 
created and manufactured in 
America. It is safe for use on 
family members of all ages, 
pets, horses, and other live-
stock. With a complete prod-
uct line that addresses mul-
tiple uses, Whup-A-Bug® also 
comes in various container 
sizes, application methods, and 
even a concentrate version for 
bulk use.

Whether you are wanting 
to protect yourself from pesky 
insects while enjoying the great 
outdoors, protecting your pets 
from fleas, or getting your 
show-horse ready for the ring, 
this all-natural product is your 
best choice for environmental-
ly-friendly pest control. Avail-
able in several convenient sizes, 
many with spray-applicators, 
Whup-A-Bug® can always be 
at your side, in your backpack, 
or even in your saddlebags. 

Whup-A-Bug — Per-
sonal-Use Spray Bottle (2 
oz, 4 oz, 8 oz) $6.99 

www.luckysnipe.com

Starkey Hearing 
Technologies

Hearing/ear protection

Completely digital, four-
channel hearing aid• Includes 
feedback cancellation to extend 
the fitting range •Uses a size 
10 battery • Allows patients to 
turn AMP on and off as well as 
adjust volume with a magnetic 
wand

Simple programming:

Fit using a password-pro-
tected iPad application or the 
web. • You must be logged in 
to access the application - Log 
in to My Account to get started. 
• Four common preset starting 
points are provided for ease-
of-use. • Patients wear head-
phones during fitting while 
the application uses dual-tone 
multi-frequency signals to ad-
just the hearing aid. • Patients 
can walk out the door wearing 
an AMP in a single visit.

$300+
www. starkeyhearingtech-

nologies.com

Covermate Food Covers
Whether you’re covering a 

plate of leftovers, keeping a sal-
ad fresh, or taking a veggie tray 
to party, Covermate has you 
covered! Covermate stretch-to-
fit food covers provide a quick 
and easy way to cover all plates, 
bowls and containers.

Covermate covers allow 
you to quickly and easily cover 
plates and bowls of food. Sim-
ply stretch a cover over the dish 
and allow it to snap securely in 
place. And thanks to built-in 
FlexBand™ technology, uncov-
ering and re-covering are just as 
easy, so you can snack all day!

1. Cover, Uncover, & Re-cover 
In Seconds

2. Keeps Food Fresh
3. Fits Any Shape

4. Easy To Use & Reuse
5. Great For All Occasions

    Stretch-to-Fit Tupperware 
& Food Covers

    10 Reusable Covers - 4 
medium, 4 large, 2 XL, 2 Can 

Covers
    Fits any shape
    Microwavable

    Heavy Duty

$7.24
www.covermatecovers.com
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Buy The Book
Thanks to Podium Publications 
we offer you an excerpt from 
Purely ositive Training Companion 
to Competition By Sheila Booth 
Copyrights Podium Publications 
2006Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer 

you ten pages from this book to decide if you want 
to do buy the book!

The Ten 
Commandments

By Sheila Booth
“There’s facts about dogs, and there’s opin-

ions about them. The dogs have all the facts, and 
the humans have the opinions.” - J. Allen Boone

Once we have made the commitment to forge 
our relationship and train our dog using posi-
tive methods, we must understand some of the 
concepts involved. Science has set down some 
very specific rules for successful learning using 
positive reinforcement.

But this can not be like auto mechanic school. 
The rules need to work for your particular dog. 
We must remember that the dogs have the facts, 
and we only have the opinions. The dog always 
lets us know when we are doing it right, so we 
must learn to listen to the dog.

“Whatever works, works!” So says master 
dressage trainer Dominique Barbier. If our rela-
tionship is improving, our dog is paying more 
attention to us, and his behavior is becoming 
more acceptable, then it’s working!

Like all true learning, it comes slowly over 
time, step by step.  Remember when you learned 
to type. (I guess today it’s called keyboarding.) 
You practiced the same skills over and over - 
picking out the letters carefully and pecking at 
them with the appropriate finger.

Then one day, you got it. Your brain con-
nected directly to your fingers and they flew 
over the keyboard, finding the right letter with-
out any conscious effort. You learned - a slow 
process of repetition leading to a solid skill that 
lasts a lifetime.

You learned to read the same way - slowly at 
first. Then suddenly, it was easy. You no longer 
had to sound out words. You read in full sen-
tences. From then on, it just got easier and easier.

What we learn slowly, we remember longer. 
Just like cramming for a test, learning that hap-
pens in a short time is often lost just as quickly.

Learning is the same for dogs. “Dogs are 
not obedient commands; they are obedient to 
the laws of learning,” writes Jean Donaldson. 
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So if we want to teach them 
properly, we must understand 
some basic principles of these 
laws of learning.

The better we understand 
these rules, the better we can 
teach. But you don’t need to 
go back to school to implement 
positive training.

If all this theory bores you, 
and you just want to teach your 
pet dog to come when called 
and stay when told, they breeze 
through the next four chapters 
just to get the idea. Starting in 
Section II, the chapters explain 
step by step how to use these 
rules to raise your puppy and 
train your dog.

1. Be Proactive
Positive training requires 

that we be proactive instead 
of reactive. “Good trainers fix 
problems. Great trainers never 
get to the problems.” That’s 
how Ted Turner explains their 
proactive.

The first part of being pro-
active is to prevent unwanted 
behavior. Allowing the dog to 
rehearse unwanted behavior 
over and over only puts the 
handler back in the position 
trying to fix the problem

For example, if we know 
the puppy is going to jump up 
on someone, then we want to 
get in there before the puppy 
jumps. We want to do one of 
three things with the unwanted 
behavior - prevent it, ignore 
it, or teach an Alternative In-
compatible Behavior. That’s a 
fancy scientific term for teach-

ing the puppy to do something 
else - something he can’t do at 
the same time as jumping, like 
sitting.

We know the puppy is go-
ing to jump. He’s already given 
us that fact. If we are reactive, 
we wait until he does what we 
don’t want, and then try to fix 
it. To be proactive, teach him a 
positive way to greet people - 
before he jumps.

This is another element of 
positive training. We get in 
there and teach the positive so 
we don’t ever have to deal with 
the negative. We never get to 
the problem. The puppy never 
learns the wrong behavior.

Undesirable behavior does 
not result in punishment, how-
ever. This would only break 
down the relationship and 
inhibit learning. Punishment 
makes the dog afraid to try. 
In positive training, the dog 
should try all sorts of new 
behaviors until he discovers 
which ones work to get him 
what he wants from us.

2. Keep Them Trying
Working hard to get what 

they want comes naturally 
to dogs.  Wolves in the wild 
must work for what they want. 
Within the pack, when a young 
wolf discovers which behavior 
results in gratification, or accep-
tance, or satisfaction, or permis-
sion to eat, he learns this valu-
able lesson and remembers.

Sometimes, we must reward 
honest effort, even if the dog 

gets it wrong. This keeps him 
trying and accelerates learn-
ing. Behavior is not static - it is 
always changing. So if the dog 
gets frustrated or confused, 
sometimes we must let him 
know that he’s doing fine and 
we still support him.

For example, if the dog 
comes when we call him, but 
doesn’t come close enough or 
doesn’t sit straight in front, we 
still want to reinforce coming 
quickly when called. Reward 
his effort. Keep the dog trying 
and eventually he’ll get it right.

We do this with a child 
learning to read. When he’s 
learning the alphabet song, we 
encourage him, even if he gets a 
letter wrong. We urge him to try 
again, or we sing it with him.

Once he begins reading 
simple sentences, we don’t jerk 
his neck or pinch his ear when 
he gets a word wrong. That 
wouldn’t help him learn, and 
it certainly wouldn’t help him 
love to read.

We help the child to get 
it right. We read it with him 
again. We support him.

To teach a child to love to 
read, we foster any attempt 
to read, (even comic books?!). 
Just as we want the child to 
keep reading, we want the dog 
to keep trying for us. And we 
want them to love to learn.

We aim not only to have 
the dog behave a certain way, 
but also for him to want to 
learn how to behave. And we 
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want him to enjoy doing that 
behavior.

How to do this is simple. 
Back to The Golden Rule. We 
positively reinforce all behavior 
that we want. And we positive-
ly reinforce even the beginnings 
of that behavior - any step in the 
right direction.

3. Forgive Forgetting
Always remember that for-

getting is part of learning. 
Forgetting is part of the pro-
cess, especially when learning 
a new task. When learning a 
new computer program, do you 
ever forget which keystroke 
combination leads to a certain 
function? Unfortunately, the 
dog can’t go look it up in his 
manual. If he forgets where it 
is on his disk space, he needs 
help. 

When was the last time 
you went through an entire 
day without forgetting any-
thing? When have you made 
it through one week without 
making a mistake? In dog train-
ing, mistakes are merely learn-
ing opportunities.

If you can manage to forgive 
yourself, then you should be 
able to forgive your dog. After 
all, they are only dogs, and we 
are only people, as Patty Ruzzo 
says.

Be there to help your dog. 
Encourage him and coach him. 
Train by direction, not cor-
rection. When training, be his 
salvation, not his persecution.  
Remember, you’re both on the 
same team.

4. Follow the ABCs
Learning follows a specific 

pattern known as A-B-C: 

Antecedent - Behavior - 
Consequence

Any change in this order 
will inhibit, or prevent, learn-
ing. “Antecedent” is just the 
fancy scientific term for a cue. 
The cue is the signal that tells 
the dog which behavior you 
want. But the word “Anteced-
ent!” works better to help us 
remember the critical order and 
importance of the ABCs.

Your dog knows all about 
antecedents. Pick up your car 
keys and see if you get the 
expected behavior. Yep, it hap-
pens every time. Clatter his 
food dish and watch his re-
sponse. We want to apply the 
same kind of reliable cues to 
the behaviors we want to teach 
our dogs.

When you start to use posi-
tive reinforcement as the Con-
sequence,  the more your dog 
likes what you give him, the 
faster he offers that behavior, or 
more  often or more intensely, 
depending on how you rein-
force. The important rule here 
is that Consequence drives 
Behavior.

What happens as a Conse-
quence determines whether the 
dog continues or repeats that 
Behavior. Providing the right 
Consequence can improve the 
frequency, intensity or duration 
of any Behavior.

Positive reinforcement is a 

powerful teacher. The more you 
use positive reinforcement with 
your dog, the easier training be-
comes. Once the dog grasps the 
concept of using his behavior 
to get what he wants, you can 
teach him to do just about any-
thing he can master physically.

We aren’t the only ones 
who’ll be learning new con-
cepts in this positive training. 
Once your dog understands the 
rules, he learns faster and faster, 
and adds new behaviors more 
quickly. The more he learns, 
the more he wants to learn, and 
thus the easier he is to teach! 
For more about this, refer to 
The ABCs of Behavior Shaping, 
part of the Power of Positive 
Training series included in the 
Recommended Resources sec-
tion in the back of this book.

Please note that, for the 
sake of brevity, when we use 
the term   “reinforce,” we mean 
positive reinforcement. We 
train positively. We believe in 
paying our dog when he works 
for us. And we always make 
sure to pay him with what he 
wants.

Sometimes we also use the 
term “reward,” instead of “re-
inforce.”  It’s not scientifically 
correct, but it’s shorter - and 
you’ll know what we mean.

5. Use Approximations
When we use the ABCs 

to shape behavior, we teach 
through approximations. That’s 
the scientific word for steps.

Training through approxi-
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mation simply means that we 
start at the beginning, with the 
very first step. We get the dog 
to make the first attempt at the 
ultimate behavior we want. We 
reinforce that, and then the next 
step, and so on, right up the lad-
der of approximations.

Usually, the very first ap-
proximation is to teach “topog-
raphy.” There’s another one of 
those fancy scientific terms. 
This one means the physical 
aspect of the behavior. Before, 
we called it “technique.” 

So usually the first step (up 
the approximation ladder) is 
to get the dog to do what we 
want physically. Often, he does 
this even before he understands 
what he’s doing, and long be-
fore he recognizes the cue.

Improvement in topogra-
phy is recognized as a reliable 
way to measure learning, ac-
cording to Paul Chance’s book 
Learning and Behavior. If all 
this scientific verbiage is right 
up your alley, then this is a text 
you might enjoy. (See Recom-
mended Resources.)

It might even help you 
train your dog, but effective 
dog training certainly doesn’t 
demand that you get that tech-
nical. In fact, simpler is better 
from your dog’s point of view.

Back to improving topogra-
phy. Repetition improves tech-
nique. So as your dog repeats 
a specific behavior, his perfor-
mance gets “simpler, smoother, 
more efficient, less variable,” 
says Mr. Chance. Learning 
proper topography becomes 

just as important as learning the 
concept, especially if you plan 
to go on to competition.

Think of concepts and tech-
nique in terms of your own 
learning. You’re right-handed, 
and now you’re going to learn 
to hammer a nail with your 
left hand. You know exactly 
what to do. You understand the 
concept.

The topography is a differ-
ent matter. It takes practice to 
master the technique of this 
new behavior. Would it help 
you learn faster if someone 
jerked your neck every time 
you missed the nail?

Asking a young dog to sit 
quickly and squarely on cue 
might seem easy to you, but 
most dogs aren’t even aware 
they have a leg at each corner 
until late adolescence. We can 
provide exercises to show them 
earlier, such as negotiating agil-
ity obstacles. But to the puppy, 
wherever the front end goes, 
the rear just seems to follow 
right along. They don’t give it 
much thought.

So the young dog might 
understand the concept of sit 
way before he can perform it 
as quickly and squarely and 
tightly as you’d like. Learning 
the topography here might 
take a little longer. We always 
need to work with the dog at 
his level to be a fair teacher - to 
recognize his abilities without 
making excuses.

Sometimes going from zero 
to one is the biggest step.

Once the dog has grasped 
the concept of which behavior 
is wanted, and he is develop-
ing technique, then we start to 
climb the ladder of approxima-
tions. To do this, we raise crite-
ria and raise rewards.

That means we ask him to 
perform the behavior a little 
faster, or more intensely, or 
more completely. When he 
does, we give him something 
he really likes. Does this sound 
a little like getting a promotion 
for success at work and a pay 
raise along with it? Bingo.

In the case of hammering 
the nail, we might ask for more 
power, or for a more direct hit, 
or for two direct hits in a row 
before providing reinforce-
ment. But we’d be sure to give 
you lots of what you wanted 
when you finally mastered the 
new step.

If we run into any stumbling 
blocks along the training path, 
we back up a step or two and 
get the foundation right before 
moving on. Think of learning as 
climbing a ladder. You need to 
get your foot firmly on one rung 
before you climb up to the next. 
Better yet, think of building 
concrete steps -the foundation 
steps must be built on some-
thing really solid or the entire 
structure is going to collapse.

To help your dog climb the 
approximation ladder, you pro-
vide direction, not correction. 
Build on success and keep the 
dog trying. All the while you 
enhance your relationship and 
build trust.
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Patty Ruzzo is fond of say-
ing, “If you’re in a hole, stop 
digging.” So that’s exactly what 
we do. We go back and get the 
previous step right, or we get 
out of there for now. Next time, 
we make sure to set the dog up 
for success.

Remember that it is always 
our fault if the dog is making 
a mistake in something we 
trained - or think we trained. 
There are No Wrong Dogs!

We want our dogs to enjoy 
being with us, and to love train-
ing. So we work hard to keep 
training fun and make it the 
dog’s choice - all the way up 
the ladder.
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Art

Photo Tour of the Terry 
Redline Art Museum in 

Watertown, SD
By Dennis Guldan

For a dozen years Ellen and I 
have driven past the Terry Redlin 
Museum of Fine Art in Watertown 
SD. We never had the time to pull 
in and do a tour with the time that 
should be used to tour the great 
works of the American Icon Terry 
Redlin is.

Recently we went back to 
Ellen’s birth place, South Da-
kota for her class reunion. The 
date will be withheld to protect 
a fine lady’s age. Having a TON 
of extra time, and Watertown 
not being a place with a lot to 
do other then shopping, we 
decided to visit the fine folks of 
the Terry Redlin Art Museum.
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There is no photography al-
lowed in the museum for obvious 
reasons. But I asked the fine folks 
at the museum if I could take some 
pictures for our readers and they 
were more then happy to allow 
it. So I bring to you a tour of the 
shrine to the best known artist in 
the Midwest.

Though we admired Mr 
Redlin’s art for years we never 
knew his back story, which is 
fascinating.  As a young man 
Terry wanted to be a Forest 
Ranger, a motorcycle accident 
at age 15 ended that leaving 
him with only a partial leg. 
That handicap helped him de-
vote more time to his art and 
aided in getting him into St. 
Paul School of Associated Arts 
earning a degree.

After school, Terry got a job as 
an artist at Brown and Bigelow. He 
worked for corporate America for 
25 years. In 1977 at the age of 40, 
he started professionally painting 
wildlife art. His first major break 
was painting the cover art for 
Farmer Magazine.  By 1979 he left 
the corporate world and was paint-
ing wildlife full time.  For eight con-
secutive years, 1991 through 1998, 
Redlin has been named America’s 
Most Popular Artist in annual gal-
lery surveys conducted by U.S.ART 
magazine.
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If you get out to Watertown, 
South Dakota you need to take 
a few hours and tour the mu-
seum, the cost of admission is 
FREE! It is open Monday - Fri-
day: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday: 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sunday: 12 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. 

For more information go 
to: www.redlinart.com
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Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
NC 28339443 Jimmy CarrikerRd, Ellerbe, 
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Buy The Book
Thanks to Dogwise Publishing we 
offer you an excerpt from Dog In-
sight By Pamela Reid PhD CAAB 
Copyrights Dogwise Publishing 
2012

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you ten pages 
from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Brain Waves
By Pamela Reid PhD, CAAB

The Stages of Your Puppy’s Mental 
Development

There are few things in this world quite as 
spectacular as the transformation that animals 
go through in their journey from new-born to 
adult. The 1965 pioneering work of developmen-
tal psychobiologists John Paul Scott and John 
Fuller-Genetics and the Social Behavior of Dogs-
provides the foundation for our understanding 
of the physical and behavioural development 
of normal puppies. Scott and Fuller divided the 
progression from birth to sexual maturity in dogs 
into four distinct periods: neonatal; transition; 
socialization; and juvenile.

The Neonatal Period

When canine babies are born, they are com-
pletely dependent on their mother for survival. 
The puppy has a relatively undeveloped brain: 
the brain waves of a puppy when awake are 
virtually indistinguishable from those when 
sleeping. The puppy cannot regulate its own 
body temperature and is unable to urinate or 
defecate unless the dam stimulates it. The new-
born puppy can feel and taste, but it cannot see 
or hear. The sense of smell also appears to be 
non-functional at this age. It can crawl and it can 
right itself if it topples over. If hungry or cold, 
the puppy will whine or yelp.

Despite their primitive state, three to ten day 
old puppies are capable of learning simple asso-
ciations: a puppy that is given milk after sucking 

on a rubber nipple will learn to suck more often 
than if just given water. If the puppy is given a 
bitter-tasting substance instead of the milk, it will 
refuse to suck on the nipple. Experience at this 
early age can speed up the course of develop-
ment. Daily handling and other physical contact, 
including painful events, can lead to increased 
weight gain, earlier opening of the eyes, and 
accelerated motor and cognitive development.

The Transition Period
Significant changes occur over this one week 

period, although the exact timing varies across 
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breeds and individuals. Eyes open around Day 
13, even though the retinas are still undeveloped, 
and the ability to see emerges gradually over 
the next few weeks. Puppies start to hear and, 
by Day 20, show a clear startle response to loud 
sounds. Teeth begin to come in and puppies try 
out licking and chewing food. They are increas-
ingly able to maintain their own body tempera-
ture. They develop the ability to eliminate on 
their own and, by the end of this period, are 
leaving the nest to do their business. They crawl 
more, then stand and sit upright, and finally take 
their first steps.

Simple social and play behaviour begin to 
appear-puppies wag their tails, approach objects, 
and two week old puppies have been observed 
to growl over a bone. By three weeks of age, the 
pups are pawing and mouthing each other.

 The ability to learn an association between 
an event - such as a buzzer, light, or odour - and 
a mild shock to the puppy’s leg, appears around 
fourteen days. However, a consistent learned 
reaction does not emerge until the pups are 
three weeks old. Interestingly, the stimuli that 
preceded unpleasant shock did not cause an 
increase in heart rate, leading Scott and Fuller 
to suggest that at this age, puppies may be pro-
tected from the psychological after-effects of a 
traumatic experience.

 The socialization period
The next nine weeks of the puppy’s life lead 

to further refinement of sensory and motor abili-
ties but are primarily a time for social develop-
ment. Each day brings new discoveries because 
now all the sensory organs are functional. Pup-
pies begin to run and show more coordinated 
movements, and they make a greater variety 
of sounds. Natural weaning begins around five 
weeks and is usually complete by ten weeks. 
House training is best conducted at this age 
because, by eight to nine weeks, puppies are 
reluctant to soil their sleeping place.

EEG recordings of brain waves become adult-
like by seven to eight weeks and puppies at this 
stage are sponges for learning. They are now 

capable of detecting more complex associations. 
At this age, puppies readily learn that a sound, 
such as “pup, pup” or a click, predicts food or 
attention. Learning is limited primarily by their 
clumsy motor skills.

Puppies become strongly attached to the 
nesting place at this age and are intensely dis-
turbed if removed, this process, called localiza-
tion, peaks at around six to seven weeks, after 
which the puppies are more comfortable with 
new surroundings.

Aspects of pack behaviour start to appear, in-
cluding social play and following, the litter may 
go through a temporary period of ganging up on 
one puppy. Usually this leads to the formation 
of an unstable dominance hierarchy amongst 
the pups around week seven. While sex organs 
are still undeveloped, puppies will often try out 
mounting and clasping during play.

Social experiences during this period have a 
profound and lasting impact on later behaviour. 
Between three to twelve weeks of age, pup-
pies form strong attachments to both dogs and 
people. At first, they will approach any person 
or animal with a wagging tail.

Between five to nine weeks, some puppies be-
come increasingly fearful of unfamiliar people or 
situations. This wariness, called neophobia, may 
be overpowered by a social puppy’s strong mo-
tivation to make contact with people. However, 
a lack of continued exposure to new experiences 
can lead to persistent shyness.

These observations led Scott and Fuller to 
conclude that seven to eight weeks of age is the 
optimal time to place a puppy in its permanent 
home. The puppy has received sufficient ex-
perience with the dam and littermates to have 
learned to ‘be a dog,’ yet it is highly motivated to 
form lasting relationships with people. A puppy 
removed from the litter too early may be unable 
to relate well to other dogs; a puppy removed 
from the litter too late may be unable to bond 
well with people.

Some puppies also go through a ‘fear period’ 
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around nine weeks, making 
them hypersensitive to distress-
ing events. Physical or psycho-
logical trauma at this time can 
have greater repercussions than 
if the trauma occurred before or 
after this fear period.

The Juvenile Period
This is mainly a period of re-

fining the capabilities and skills 
that have already emerged. The 
permanent teeth come in, motor 
skills become more mature, and 
growth is less rapid. Learning is 
limited primarily by the dog’s 
short attention span and height-
ened excitability. Continued ex-
posure to new people and expe-
riences is necessary through six 
to eight months of age, as even 
dogs that were well socialized 
at three months can regress and 
become fearful in the absence of 
continued socialization. There 
are anecdotal reports of a sec-
ond phase of hypersensitivity 
to fearful events around four 
to six months of age.

Litters left together through 
this period establish a relatively 
stable dominance hierarchy. 
The pet dog often goes through 
a phase of, testing’ with family 
members, both human and dog, 
at this age. Immature sexual 
behaviour emerges in play.

The juvenile period ends 
when adult sexual behaviour 
appears. The female oestrous 
cycle begins and mates show 
leg-lifting, urine-marking, 
ground-scratching, aggres-
sion, roaming, and mounting. 
Other adult behaviours, such 
as territorial and protective ag-

gression, coincide with sexual 
maturity.

Developmental change ob-
viously does not end with the 
achievement of sexual maturity. 
Life goes on and with it, comes 
change. Watching a helpless 
little baby transform into its 
final spirit, whether that be a 
feisty Chihuahua or a powerful 
Mastiff, is a fascinating experi-
ence. 

SMALL PUPPIES, BIG 
BRAINS

Giving Your Youngster a 
Head Start

A few years ago I was asked 
to evaluate a litter of Australian 
Shepherd puppies for a poten-
tial buyer. As I was ushered into 
the kitchen to view the pups, I 
was amazed to see the array of 
toys and obstacles in their pen. 
The puppies were chewing 
on Nyla bones, playing with 
stuffed toys, crawling through 
tunnels, and climbing on min-
iature tires and small wooden 
ramps. Later, as I administered 
the Puppy Aptitude Test, each 
puppy demonstrated its will-
ingness to interact with people, 
explore a novel environment 
and approach new experiences 
with confidence and enthusi-
asm. If I’d been in the market 
for a puppy, I would have taken 
one of these budding stars my-
self. Was there a relationship 
between the complex puppy 
pen and the behaviour of these 
puppies?

Early brain development
Scientific research tells 

us that good nutrition, good 
health, and nurturing in early 
life create the foundation for 
complex brain development 
and the ability to think. Cer-
tain areas of the brain require 
stimulation during ‘sensitive 
periods’ in order to develop 
properly. While considerable 
brain development takes place 
prior to birth, deprivation and 
enrichment studies reveal that 
early experience influences the 
neural pathways and the ‘Wir-
ing’ of the brain. 

Humans are born with al-
most all the neurons they will 
ever have, but the mass of the 
infant brain is only about one 
quarter that of the adult brain. 
While the brain continues to 
grow in complexity throughout 
life, most of its growth occurs in 
the first three years. At the same 
time, cells and connections that 
are not being stimulated waste 
away. It’s not a huge leap to 
assume the same rapid growth 
is happening to puppy brains.
Deprivation experiments

Orphans in Romania pro-
vide clear evidence to scientists 
that the brain must be stimu-
lated in early life. Babies who 
spent most of the first year of 
their lives lying in cribs suffered 
abnormally slow development 
and were unable to achieve 
their full potential. Some weak-
nesses were made up with 
special effort but other deficits 
were permanent.
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Researchers in the 1950s 
examined the development of a 
group of Scottish Terriers raised 
in relative isolation for the 
first ten months of life. When 
compared to age-mates raised 
normally, the isolates were hy-
peractive, extremely excitable, 
excessively submissive to other 
puppies, and very slow to learn. 

For instance, the puppies 
were exposed to a novel ob-
ject that was painful to touch. 
The normal puppies quickly 
learned to run away from the 
object, but the isolate puppies 
behaved as though they didn’t 
know what to do. When food 
was concealed under a box, the 
normal puppies easily figured 
out how to get at the food, but 
the isolate puppies couldn’t 
even remember where the food 
was hidden.
Handling and the stress 

response
Handling of young animals 

has been shown to produce 
a variety of beneficial effects, 
including accelerated physical 
development, increased resis-
tance to disease, reduced emo-
tionality and the confidence to 
explore novel environments. 
Puppies handled every day 
are more active, more sociable 
to humans and more dominant 
with other dogs in play than 
puppies handled less often.

Some researchers believe 
there is a critical period for 
gaining neural control over the 
stress response. Baby rats han-
dled for fifteen minutes a day 
for the first twenty-one days 
of life were better able to regu-

late their response to stressful 
events than non-handled rats. 
They were better able to learn 
and even suffered less cognitive 
impairment as they grew old. 
Young animals raised without 
regular handling show sus-
tained levels of stress hormones 
long after situations that cause 
the anxiety are over.

Excessive handling is not 
a good idea, either. Too much 
handling or chaotic, unpredict-
able stimulation can adversely 
affect development. Children 
exposed to chronic, ongoing 
stress have trouble controlling 
their arousal during learning 
and are unable to cope with 
novelty. Some animals be-
come sensitized by excessive 
handling to the point that any 
tactile contact is perceived as 
unpleasant.

The impact of early 
enrichment

If early deprivation has such 
devastating effects on develop-
ment, does early enrichment 
have equally dramatic benefits? 
On this issue, the evidence is less 
compelling. The brains of rats 
and monkeys reared in enriched 
environments, which included 
motor, auditory and visual 
stimulation, show the impact 
of increased brain activity. After 
only 80 days in an enriched en-
vironment, the connections be-
tween neurons were denser and 
more complex in these animals’ 
brains than the brains of animals 
reared in normal laboratory cage 
environments. However, other 
studies report no change in cor-
tical development.

Author and behaviourist 
Michael Fox placed previously 
isolated puppies in enriched 
environments to see if the ef-
fects of early deprivation could 
be reversed. He observed that 
the isolate puppies were com-
pletely overwhelmed by the 
new situation, as though they 
couldn’t handle all the sensory 
input. However, with sustained 
effort, the puppies improved 
to the level of normal puppies 
in many cognitive and social 
skills.

Enrichment studies with an-
imals sparked the development 
of initiatives to enhance early 
social and intellectual develop-
ment in children. Probably the 
best known of these is Project 
Head Start, an intervention 
program designed to improve 
opportunities for children from 
disadvantaged families. Af-
ter the American government 
spent millions of dollars and 
invested enormous effort, the 
long-term success of Head 
Start was mixed. There were 
substantial gains for young 
African-American children, but 
these effects were lost as the 
children became older. 

In contrast, organized pre-
school programs in Sweden and 
the U.K. produced long-term 
benefits. Children attending the 
programs had better vocabular-
ies, were better at reading and 
mathematics, and had better 
communication skills, even up 
to age 13, than children who 
did not attend the programs. 
At-risk children benefited from 
these programs the most.
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Head start puppies
Scientific studies do not uni-

versally support the statement 
that extra stimulation during 
development is beneficial. It 
may be that the stimulation 
required for maximal develop-
ment is what any youngster 
would receive in an average 
household. However, none 
of the research suggests that 
providing enrichment during 
development can harm a young 
animal. At worst, benefits may 
wash out as the animal matures.

If breeders want their pup-
pies to be all they can be, they 
should ensure that their pups 
have the opportunity for good 
brain development in the early 

puppies develop into quality 
companions.

The breeder of those Aus-
tralian Shepherd puppies was 
certainly improving the odds 
that his puppies would develop 
big, healthy brains. As mature 
dogs, his pups may have fared 
no better as intellectual giants 
than a litter of pups raised 
in a barn stall, but they were 
certainly Einsteins as babies. 
He was determined to give his 
puppies’ brains the best pos-
sible head start in life!

critical weeks of life. Rear the 
pups in enriched environments, 
with plenty to stimulate their 
motor, sensory and cognitive 
abilities. Handling is a must, 
ideally with many different 
people as the puppy develops. 
Exposure to moderately stress-
ful events, such as removing the 
pup from the whelping box and 
placing it on a cold, slippery 
weigh scale for a short period 
of time each day, can actually 
improve the pup’s ability to 
deal with later stressors. Most 
important, because develop-
ment continues long after the 
puppies are with their new 
families, educate owners on 
the importance of ongoing so-
cialization, to ensure that the 

Stan Bental
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
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Training

Mastering the Blind Retrieve 
Part:3

By David Krassler
www.citarikennels.com

Well, so far we have been 
focusing our spaniel on the 
two pieces of the puzzle that 
is required to construct a blind 
retrieve. “Lining and Casting”, 
this month we will start to put 
the two pieces of the puzzle 
together. Hopefully you have 
developed good attitude on the 
lining and casting drills. Your 
spaniel now is kicking up some 
dirt when they are sent on the 
“BACK” command.

Before I begin this month’s 
lesson, let’s do a quick review 
of what our spaniels have 
learned. They now can perform 
the three-hand casting drills 
“COLD”, with a 95 percent suc-
cess rate. We expect the same 
in the lining drills during the” 
pattern blinds”. Additional they 
are also capable of running a se-
lected line “cold” with the same 
success rate. It will be nearly 
impossible to get a consistent 
100 percent success rate on all 
drills every day. There are too 
many environmental issues in 
these exercises.

So now it is time to put 
things together and move for-
ward to the next level of train-
ing. Let’s get right to the fun 
part of schooling the blind re-

trieve! We are going to use the 
same area that we previously 
used for teaching the eight 
legged pattern blinds. We want 
to have the pattern blind set 
up exactly as it was when you 
were introducing the spaniel to 
lining. Set out your dummies 
ahead of time, because we are 
going to start this new drill 
COLD.

Choose a line to run with 
the proper wind direction that 
will assist your spaniel in be-
ing successful. Additional I 
would also choose the longer 
line of 100 yards to the dummy 
pile. Line up your spaniel and 
send them for a retrieve at the 
dummy pile. Line them again 
and send them back to the 
same pile. When the spaniel is 
approximately half way to the 
pile, stop them with your re-
triever whistle. Naturally they 
should immediately turn and 
“HUP” facing you. Set yourself 
in the Prayer position, count to 
three, and cast them with hand 
signal and a verbal “BACK” 
command.

We want our spaniel to 
understand from the onsite 
that they occasionally will be 
stopped while taking an initial 

line. My recommendation is to 
stop the spaniel on one out of 
every four casts. Most will stop 
and take the ‘BACK” command 
without losing stride. However, 
there are some that will just sit 
there and refuse to cast back 
to the pile. In this case, simply 
move up as close as you need 
to your spaniel. Give another 
BACK cast. Often this reinforce-
ment through proximity will 
be enough to encourage your 
student to go BACK! For oth-
ers you may need to throw a 
dummy to the pile to convince 
them to continue on their line 
for a retrieve.

Now a word of caution be 
careful that you do not stop 
your spaniel too often while 
running pattern blinds. This 
WILL cause the spaniel to be-
gin popping. What do you say 
is POPPING?? This is when a 
spaniel will start to automati-
cally stop while in route to a 
dummy pile turn to the trainer 
and look for direction for which 
way to go. Dogs that pop will 
do this without any whistle 
command and will lose their 
intensity as the run to the pile 
of dummies! This is a highly 
undesirable trait and is penal-
ized in most field events.

“POPPING” has two com-
mon causes. First occurs when 
the dog is stopped to often on 
running their initial lines. The 
spaniel will start to anticipate 
the whistle command to stop 
before it happens beating you 
to whistle so to say. This will 
cause them to loose there inten-
sity and attitude on taking and 
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running the initial line. The sec-
ond cause for popping occurs 
when the spaniel is stopping 
and cast with left or right overs 
to often as well. The trainer has 
failed to give the dog enough 
independence to hunt their 
birds. This makes the spaniel 
stop and look for direction or 
(reaffirming) with the trainer 
while questing for game. In 
either case, the spaniel is out of 
balance and has lost their inde-
pendence and will not hunt for 
the bird through the sent cone.

This highly undesirable we 
want a balanced dog that will 
take direction only when needed 
but still has the strong desire to 
please and seek game indepen-
dently. We want to continue the 
drill through all of the other legs 
on the wagon wheel. Stop your 
student at random distances 
while taking the initial line. 
Teach the spaniel to stop and 
face you in all different wind 
directions. Be sure to continue 
driving the dog all the way to the 
same dummy pile several times 
to maintain good solid attitude 
on running the initial line. Once 
this is learned, you will transi-
tion to a related advancing drill.

Line the spaniel to a 100 
yard pile, using the same initial 
line throughout our session. 
Stop the spaniel at 60 yards out, 
and give them a left or right 
handed cast to a pile adjacent 
to the initial line. We now want 
them to make a retrieve from 
the adjacent pile of dummies. 
Like all drills, it is best to use 
the wind to your advantage in 
the beginning stages of this new 

drill. There noise will help to 
SUCK them to the pile of dum-
mies for the retrieve. Continue 
to drill this in every different 
wind direction so they gain in 
confidence on your cast. Mix 
it up cast your left and right 
OVERS, HUP and BACK com-
mands as well as driving them 
straight through to the pile 
without being handled.

Again keep this important 
factor in mind only stop your 
spaniel for a cast once out of 
every four times you send them 
on their initial line. You should 
be sending them straight on 
through to pile more than you 
are stopping them for a han-
dling cast. Remember when 
they freeze up and refuse to 
take a cast. Simply move up 
to help them understand what 
you are asking them to do. Re-
member we are teaching them 
to leave their initial line and 
take an Over cast until they find 
the blind bird. You can even mix 
it up and use a 60 yard line as 
the initial line, stop them half 
way, cast them over to a 100 
yard line stop them again then 
send them on a Back command 
to the pile of dummies.

However you maintain and 
teach them that the initial line 
is the most productive line to 
take for making the retrieve on 
a blind.  Again drill this more 
often than stopping and cast-
ing them.  Remember we are 
only going to handle them on 
blinds when. They drift too far 
off the initial line, or to keep 
them on the proper downwind 
side of the fallen bird so they 

can locate the sent cone to suck 
them into the retrieve.  We are 
getting very close to running 
Cold blinds. Keep in mind while 
teaching this part of handling, 
be cautious and don’t be too 
harsh on your reprimands. This 
will cause them to freeze up in 
the fear of making a mistake.  
You will see a lot of “no goes” 
and” cast refusals” during this 
schooling. Be patient and con-
tinue to move up and show 
them what you are asking them 
to do. Many time I have thrown 
a dummy to the pile to get them 
to go in the direction that I got a 
“cast refusal”.  Remember even 
though this is a difficult training 
concept. It still must be fun both 
of you and your spaniel! Next 
month the real deal cold blind.
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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS UNLIMITED
Bill to increase duck 
stamp price passes 

House Natural 
Resources Committee

 Ducks Unlimited officials 
praised the House of Repre-
sentatives Natural Resources 
Committee’s passage by voice 
vote Wednesday of the Federal 
Duck Stamp Act of 2014. The 
measure is now headed to the 
House floor for consideration.

The Federal Duck Stamp 
Act of 2014, a bill introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the U.S. Senate would 
raise the price of the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp (duck 
stamp) to $25 from its cur-
rent level of $15 and dedicate 
the amount of the increase to 
conservation easements with 
private landowners.

“Ducks Unlimited appre-
ciates the support of House 
Natural Resources Commit-
tee Chairman Doc Hastings 
(R-Washington) and Ranking 
Democrat Peter DeFazio (D-
Oregon) in moving quickly to 
report HR 5069 to the House 
floor,” said Ducks Unlimited 
CEO Dale Hall. “We also appre-
ciate the leadership of Subcom-
mittee Chairman John Fleming 
(R-Louisiana) and the bipar-
tisan co-sponsors in bringing 
the bill to the Committee for 

consideration. The price of the 
duck stamp was last adjusted 
23 years ago. Since then, the 
price of land has tripled and 
conservation buying power 
has diminished greatly. Once 
again, sportsmen and women 
are willing to lead in funding 
conservation that benefits all of 
our citizens.”

Since its enactment in 1934, 
the federal duck stamp pro-
gram has protected nearly 6 
million acres of habitat through 
expenditures of more than $900 
million. The price of the duck 
stamp has been raised only sev-
en times. The last price increase 
raised the price of the stamp 
to $15 — the single longest 
period without a price increase 
in the program’s history. The 
Congressional Budget Office 
found that because the federal 
duck stamp is a user fee, such 
a price increase would have no 
net impact on federal spending.

Sponsored by Chairman 
Fleming, HR 5069 is originally 
co-sponsored in the House 
by Congressmen Ron Kind 
(D-Wisconsin), Jason Smith 
(R-Missouri) and Rob Wittman 
(R-Virginia).

M e d i a  C o n t a c t : 
G r e g g  P o w e r s 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 7 7 4 
gpowers@ducks.org

 

New Farm Bill 
implementation ongoing

The 2014 Farm Bill passed in 
February, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
is beginning to roll out new 
conservation programs and 
initiatives. The bill provides 
$28 billion over the next five 
years for conservation on pri-
vate lands while streamlining 
several old programs and creat-
ing new ones like the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram (RCPP). The RCPP will 
provide $400 million in FY15 
for multi-year partnership 
agreements with universities, 
organizations, corporations or 
local governments for local or 
regional conservation projects 
across the U.S. The RCPP en-
courages leveraging resources 
among local, state, federal and 
non-federal partners. The RCPP 
must commit 35 percent of its 
funding to projects in eight 
critical conservation areas, 
recalculated every five years, 
many of which are areas where 
Ducks Unlimited focuses its 
conservation efforts. The Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) will select the 
RCPP’s projects based on appli-
cations submitted. The NRCS 
is accepting pre-proposal ap-
plications and for selected pre-
proposals, will accept complete 
proposals in the fall. Landown-
ers and producers may also 
apply for similar agreements 
through local USDA offices. 
 
Changes are also underway to 
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longstanding programs like the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). The 2014 Farm Bill will 
decrease the number of CRP 
acres eligible for enrollment 
from 27.5 million acres in 2014 
to 24 million acres by 2017. This 
reduced cap is concerning for 
DU and its partners since CRP 
provides critical habitat for wa-
terfowl and other wildlife. CRP 
continuous sign-up, where all 
land that meets certain require-
ments is eligible for enrollment 
on a rolling basis began June 
9. Despite anticipated CRP 
loss, we must also explore and 
develop new ways to incen-
tivize and modernize habitat 
conservation during periods 
of high commodity prices.  
 
As implementation occurs, 
DU continues to work with 
its partners and the USDA on 
developing new rules for other 
conservation provisions in the 
2014 Farm Bill. This includes 
wetland conservation compli-
ance and native prairie (Sod-
saver) conservation provisions 
linked to federal crop insurance.  
 
The Farm Bill provides the 
greatest impact to private lands 
conservation and is critical to 
fulfilling DU’s mission.  We 
continue to work with our ag-
ricultural and agency partners 
to ensure these programs are 
successful.  

House subcommittee 
approves 

NAWCA funding
Ducks Unlimited (DU) ap-

preciates the funding of more 
than $34 million for the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act (NAWCA) provided 
by the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, En-
vironment and Related Agen-
cies in their bill. The approval 
maintains funding levels on par 
with FY14. 

“We’d like to thank Chair-
man Calvert (CA) and Rank-
ing Member Moran (VA) for 
providing more than $34 mil-
lion for NAWCA in its FY15 
subcommittee bill,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “While this 
is level funding with FY14, it 
clearly demonstrates a renewed 
commitment to this vital pro-
gram that delivers wetland 
conservation on the ground for 
waterfowl, other wildlife and 
our citizens.” 

Since 1990, more than 5,000 
partners have completed more 
than 2,400 NAWCA projects 
resulting in the conservation 
of 27.5 million acres of habitat 
on the ground. Reflecting their 
commitment to these vital 
habitat projects, partners have 
contributed $2.7 billion in non-
federal matching funds for the 
nearly $1.3 billion made avail-
able in federal grants. NAWCA 
creates and enhances wetland 
habitat that serves as vital 
breeding, migratory and win-
tering grounds for millions of 
waterfowl throughout their life 
cycle. With appropriate funding 

for this program, the public will 
benefit for years from healthy 
waterfowl populations and in-
creased hunting opportunities.

“Wetlands are not only im-
portant to wildlife, but also 
provide significant goods and 
services to our citizens in the 
form of flood control, purifica-
tion of drinking water through 
their filtering function and buff-
ering of coastal storm surges,  in 
addition to providing hunting 
and other recreational opportu-
nities,” Hall said.

M e d i a  C o n t a c t : 
M a t t  C o f f e y 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 7 6 4 
mcoffey@ducks.org

Breeding duck numbers 
up 8 percent

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today released its re-
port on 2014 Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, based 
on surveys conducted in May 
and early June. Total popula-
tions were estimated at 49.2 
million breeding ducks in the 
surveyed area. This estimate 
represents an 8-percent increase 
from last year’s estimate of 45.6 
million birds, and is 43 percent 
higher than the 1955-2013 long-
term average. This continues a 
three-year trend of exceptional 
water conditions and popula-
tion numbers for many species. 
 
“It looks like another good 
waterfowl breeding year for 
a good portion of the prairies 
and the boreal forest,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Precipitation 
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in the form of snow and rain 
has provided sufficient water to 
fill important wetlands in key 
breeding habitats. We hope this 
will result in good production 
and another great flight of birds 
migrating in the fall. DU and its 
partners continue to work hard 
to protect and restore habitat 
to provide for the needs of 
these birds and so much more. 
While we still have much work 
to do in delivering habitat 
and securing key conservation 
policies for sustaining these 
populations, we are heartened 
by the good results we have 
seen in the past few years.” 
 
The main determining factor 
for duck breeding success is 
wetland and upland habitat 
conditions in the key breeding 
landscapes of the prairies and 
the boreal forest. Conditions 
observed across the U.S. and 
Canadian survey areas dur-
ing the 2014 breeding popula-
tion survey were improved or 
similar to last year. Total pond 
counts for the U.S. and Canada 
combined showed 7.2 million 
ponds, which is similar to the 
2013 estimate and 40 percent 
above the long-term average. 
 
“Reports from DU biologists 
indicate a strong breeding effort 
across the prairies,” said DU 
Chief Conservation Officer Paul 
Schmidt. “This is despite late 
winter conditions that delayed 
nesting activity in some areas 
by one to two weeks. We need 
more moisture in the Western 
Boreal Forest and in parts of 
southern Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, and higher-than-usual 

water levels have posed some 
challenges for nesters in the 
Eastern Region. But overall 
this is a good breeding season, 
and depending on local con-
ditions hunters across North 
America should look forward 
to another strong fall flight.” 
 
“This spring, as has been the 
case for the past several years, 
saw abundant moisture across 
much of North America’s most 
important duck breeding ar-
eas,” said DU Chief Biologist 
Scott Yaich. “That bodes well 
for duck breeding success this 
summer and, we hope, for 
hunting this fall. But we remain 
concerned with the continuing 
and escalating loss of nesting 
habitat in these areas. Because 
ducks need water, wetlands 
to hold the water and upland 
habitats to successfully raise 
their young, the ongoing loss 
of grasslands and wetlands 
across the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion will increasingly impact 
the number of ducks in the 
fall flight in the long-term.” 
 
The spring surveys provide 
the scientific basis for many 
management programs across 
the continent, including hunt-
ing season dates and bag lim-
its. The four flyway councils 
and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service Regulations Commit-
tee will meet in late July to 
recommend the season struc-
ture and bag limits for 2014-15. 
Individual states will make 
their specific selections within 
a federal framework of season 
length, bag limit and dates. 
Hunters should check the rules 

in their states for final dates. 
 
S p e c i e s  e s t i m a t e s  a r e : 
 
M a l l a rd s :  1 0 . 9  m i l l i o n , 
which is similar to the 2013 
est imate  and 42% above 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
Gadwall: 3.8 million, which 
is similar to the 2013 es-
t i m a t e  a n d  1 0 2 %  a b o v e 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
American wigeon: 3.1 mil-
lion, which is 18% above 
the 2013 estimate and 20% 
above the long-term average. 
Green-winged teal: 3.4 mil-
l ion,  which is  similar to 
the 2013 estimate and 69% 
above the long-term average. 
Blue-winged teal: 8.5 mil-
l ion,  which is  similar to 
the 2013 estimate and 75% 
above the long-term average. 
Northern shovelers: 5.3 mil-
lion, which is similar to the 
2013  es t imate  and 114% 
above the long-term average. 
Northern pintails: 3.2 mil-
lion, which is similar to the 
2013 estimates and were 20% 
below the long-term average. 
Redheads: 1.3 million, which 
is similar to their 2013 esti-
mates and were 85% above 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
Canvasbacks: 0.7 million, 
which is similar to their 2013 
est imates  and were  18% 
above the long-term average. 
Scaup: 4.6 million, which is 
similar to the 2013 estimate and 
similar to the long-term average. 
Black ducks (Eastern Survey 
Area): 619,000, which is similar 
to the 2013 estimate and simi-
lar to the long-term average. 
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View all the data and get a species-
by-species breakdown at www.
ducks.org/DuckNumbers .  
 
C o n t a c t : 
E r i c  K e s z l e r 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 9 2 4 
ekeszler@ducks.org

PHEASANTS FOREVER

Pheasants 
Forever 

Chapters 
Help Create 

New 160-Acre 
GPA in South 

Dakota
Minnehaha & 

Brookings County 
chapters contribute 

to acquisition

Permanent protection of 
upland habitat is an incredible 
tool for conserving pheasant 
populations.

South Dakota pheasant 
hunters will have the new 
160-acre Gideon Game Produc-
tion Area (GPA) to explore in 
northwest Moody County this 
pheasant season. The South 
Dakota Game, Fish, & Parks 
Department purchased the 
land using Pittman-Robertson 
dollars, contributions from 

the Minnehaha and Brookings 
County Pheasants Forever 
chapters and the Tony Dean 
Legacy Memorial Fund. The 
new GPA is being named in 
honor of Gideon Moody, a U.S. 
Senator from South Dakota in 
the late 1800s and namesake of 
Moody County. 

“This is a beautiful property 
with excellent upland habitat 
for pheasants and deer, along 
with some temporary and sea-
sonal wetlands for waterfowl,” 
reported Steve VanderBeek, 
regional habitat manager for 
South Dakota Game, Fish & 
Parks. “The land has been en-
rolled in a Wetlands Reserve 
Program easement and open 
to public hunting through our 
Walk-In program the last few 
years. Today, I’m excited to 
report this gem will be perma-
nently protected.” 

Pittman-Robertson dollars, 
tax revenue generated from 
firearms and ammunition sales, 
accounted for 75 percent of the 
$160,000 used to purchase the 
land. The Brookings County 
Pheasants Forever Chapter, the 
Minnehaha County Pheasants 
Forever Chapter and the Tony 
Dean Legacy Memorial Fund 
made up the remaining 25 
percent match used to perma-
nently protect the habitat and 
open it up to public hunting as 
a state Game Production Area. 
The new Gideon GPA is only 10 
miles south of Brookings and 
within 50 miles of Sioux Falls 
making it an excellent public 
hunting option for two of South 
Dakota’s largest population 

centers. 

“This is a tremendous ex-
ample of successful conserva-
tion in the age of partnerships,” 
explained Mike Stephenson, 
Pheasants Forever’s regional 
field representative for South 
Dakota. “No group can turn the 
tide for habitat alone. This proj-
ect is an illustration of what’s 
possible when local volunteers, 
foundations and government 
agencies work toward common 
conservation goals.” 

Pheasants Forever in South 
Dakota 

South Dakota’s 32 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters account 
for 6,000 members statewide. 
Those chapters have spent $4.8 
million to complete 24,000 habi-
tat projects since the first South 
Dakota chapter was formed in 
Minnehaha County in 1985. 
Those projects have improved 

 USFWS Image courtesy 
of Lance Roberts 
Brookings, S.D.
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360,000 acres for wildlife. 

Anthony Hauck, (651)209-
4972 ahauck@pheasantsforever.
org 

Iowa’s 50K-Acre 
Pheasant Recovery 

Program Aims to Create 
Upland Habitat

Landowners en-
couraged to investi-
gate first-come, first-
serve CRP practice

Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres are typically 
the best pheasant nesting and 
brood-rearing habitat in the 
country. 

There is a new upland con-
servation program to help 
boost Iowa’s pheasant popula-
tion. Beginning immediately, 
landowners can enroll in the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery - State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE). Part of the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
50,000 acres have been allocated 
for enrollment on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pheasants For-
ever’s eight Farm Bill Biologists 
in Iowa are helping landowners 
with enrollment and questions. 

A continuous Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
practice, the Iowa Pheasant 
Recovery SAFE is designed to 
help increase populations of 
ring-necked pheasants and oth-
er grassland wildlife species. 
Once the acres are fully enrolled 

and established, there is the 
potential for the newly-created 
upland habitat to produce more 
than 100,000 additional roosters 
annually for hunters. And all 
Iowa citizens will benefit from 
the water quality improve-
ments and soil erosion reduc-
tions that are associated with 
grassland conservation. There 
are about 4,100 acres currently 
enrolled in the program, leav-
ing more than 45,000 available 
to landowners. 

“We’ve heard from land-
owners who want to return 
pheasants to their property, 
and this is the program that’s 
specifically designed to do it,” 
says Jared Wiklund, Pheasants 
Forever’s Regional Represen-
tative in southern Iowa, “The 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
is open to landowners in most 
Iowa counties, and our team 
of Farm Bill Biologists is ea-
ger to work with farmers and 
ranchers to add upland habitat 
while helping improve their 
business operations.” Enroll-
ment includes a sign-up bonus 
payment of $100 per acre. Find 
a Farm Bill Biologist. 

As a continuous CRP prac-
tice, the Iowa Pheasant Recov-
ery SAFE sign-up will end once 
50,000 acres are under contract. 
“There will not be a general 
CRP signup this year so this is 
an option that landowners with 
expiring general CRP should 
consider,” says Todd Bogen-
schutz, Upland wildlife Biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. 

If there is not a Pheasants 
Forever Farm Bill Biologist in 
your area, please visit your 
local USDA Service Center for 
more information about the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
and other continuous CRP 
practices. 

Partners in the Iowa Pheas-
ant Recovery SAFE practice 
include Pheasants Forever, the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Farm 
Service Agency, USDA - Iowa 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship, Conservation Dis-
tricts of Iowa and Iowa County 
Conservation Boards. 

Pheasants Forever’s eight 
Farm Bill Biologists in Iowa 
are the result of a collabora-
tive partnership that includes 
Pheasants Forever chapters, 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service, USDA – Farm Service 
Agency, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship, Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts and more. 
The biologists provide Farm 
Bill program advice for eligi-
bility, application deadlines 
and other important details 
for landowners interested in 
improving wildlife habitat on 
their property. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
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ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 140,000 members 
and 745 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 ahauck@pheasantsforever.
org 

Pheasants Forever is a non-
profit conservation organiza-
tion dedicated to the protection 
and enhancement of pheasants, 
quail and other wildlife popula-
tions in North America through 
habitat improvement, land 
management, public awareness 
and education. Such efforts 
benefit landowners and wildlife 
alike.

RUFFED GROUSE 
SOCIETY

The Ruffed Grouse 
Society magazine wins 
2014 APEX Awards for 
Publication Excellence

The honor includes a presti-
gious Grand Award in the Mag-
azines, Journals and Tabloids 
category. The Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety magazine was privileged 
to receive multiple 2014 APEX 
Awards for Publication Excel-
lence for the fourth consecu-
tive year. The honor includes 

a prestigious Grand Award in 
the Magazines, Journals and 
Tabloids category.

The 2014 APEX Grand 
Award was given to a total of 
100 recipients out of 2,075 total 
entries in the various media 
forms of newsletters, maga-
zines, print media, electronic 
media, social media, websites 
and more. The Grand Award for 
Ruffed Grouse Society magazine 
was 1 of 17 given in the Maga-
zines, Journals and Tabloids 
category out of 493 entries. The 
Grand Award covered the Sum-
mer, Fall and Winter issues from 
2013 with RGS Editor and Di-
rector of Communications Matt 
Soberg performing the editing 
and publishing duties for these 
issues. Design for the Summer 
and Fall issues was created by 
Brittney LaCoste of Campbell 
LaCoste, Inc. in Black Earth, 
Wisconsin, and the Winter 2013 
issue design was created by 
Patrick Iten of Iten Creative in 
Nisswa, Minnesota.

Ruffed Grouse Society maga-
zine also received a 2014 APEX 
Award for Publication Excel-
lence specifically for the Spring 
2014 issue in the category of 
Magazine Design and Layout 
with the work of Patrick Iten 
and Matt Soberg. RGS thanks 
all staff, contributors, writ-
ers, photographers, designers, 
printers and others who con-
tributed to these awards and 
continue to provide talents to 
Ruffed Grouse Society magazine
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News From The AKC

You have heard of the 
AKC German Wirehair 
Pointer, the Wirehaired 

Pointing Griffon 
and NOW the AKC 
will recognized the 

WIREHAIRED VIZSLA, 
YEA RED DOGS!

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

A hardy Hungarian hunt-
ing dog and a pet known as the 
“royal dog of Madagascar” will 
join the pack at the Westminster 
Kennel Club show next year, 
organizers announced Friday.

The kennel club said the 
wirehaired vizsla and the co-
ton de tulear will be eligible to 
compete for the first time in the 
New York show next February.

The wire-haired vizsla is a 
medium-size breed developed 
to hunt in northern Hungary’s 
cold winters and rough terrain. 
It’s related to the vizsla, which 
has a smooth coat.

The coton de tulear is a 
small, cheerful companion dog 
with a long, white, cotton-like 
coat.

“While they differ in ex-
ercise and grooming needs, 
both are sweet, loyal, loving 
family companions,” said Gina 
DiNardo, a spokeswoman for 
the American Kennel Club, the 

governing body for Westmin-
ster and many other canine 
events.

Breeds are added to the 
prestigious Westminster dog 
show after they are recognized 
by the AKC. Recognition re-
quires having several hundred 
dogs of the breed nationwide, 
among other criteria. With the 
newcomers, there are now 180 
AKC-recognized breeds.

Westmins ter  a l so  an -
nounced that the AKC’s popu-
lar, non-competitive “Meet the 
Breeds” event will be held in 
conjunction with the February 
dog show. The breeds event has 
been held in the fall for several 
years.

A Royal Dog and Expert 
Hunter Join AKC Family

The Coton de Tulear and 
Wirehaired Vizsla Gain Full 

AKC Recognition
The pack has expanded! 

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) announced today the 
Coton de Tulear and Wirehaired 
Vizsla will be welcomed to its lit-
ter of recognized breeds this year, 
growing AKC’s family to 180.

“The AKC is excited to rec-
ognize these friendly, outgoing 
breeds, giving dog lovers every-
where even more choices to fit their 
lifestyle,” said AKC Spokesperson 
Gina DiNardo. “While they differ 
in exercise and grooming needs, 

both are sweet, loyal, loving family 
companions.”

Known as the “Royal dog of 
Madagascar”, the Coton de Tulear 
joins the Non-Sporting group. The 
breed originated on the island of 
Madagascar and was owned only 
by nobleman. Cotons are small, 
sweet dogs with a lot of heart. They 
thrive on human companionship 
and make loyal family pets. They 
get along well with children, as 
well as other dogs. Their long, 
cotton-like coat requires regular 
brushing. Additional information 
on the breed can be found on the 
United States of America Coton 
de Tulear Club’s website at www.
usactc.org.

An athletic breed with an ex-
cellent nose for hunting and track-
ing, the Wirehaired Vizsla joins 
the Sporting Group. The breed 
originated in Hungary as a hunting 
dog that could withstand extreme 
weather and rough field conditions, 
which is why they have a long, 
dense, wiry coat. They are gentle, 
outgoing, friendly dogs that make 
wonderful companions. Because 
of their athletic nature, Wirehaired 
Vizslas do best with active fami-
lies. Additional information on the 
breed can be found on the Wire-
haired Vizsla Club of America’s 
website at www.whvca.us.

Both breeds will be eligible to 
compete in their respective groups 
beginning July 2nd of this year.

To become an AKC recognized 
breed there must be a minimum 
number of dogs geographically 
distributed throughout the U.S., 
as well as an established breed 
club of responsible owners and 
breeders. Breeds working towards 
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full recognition are recorded in 
AKC’s Foundation Stock Service® 
(FSS®). More information on the 
process can be found at akc.org.

Chairman’s Report  June 
2014

-- AKC’s True Fans --  

If you’re anything like my 
wife and I, it all started the day 
you brought that one dog into 
your life. For us, it was Caesar - 
our first Bullmastiff.  Since there 
was no Internet back then, we 
found him through the clas-
sifieds in our local paper. He 
was a great dog, just not a great 
Bullmastiff. But that didn’t mat-
ter to us. We loved him - and 
lost him much too early. But 
in that short time, he made us 
fall in love with the Bullmastiff 
breed. We researched the breed 
and breeders, learned about 
conformation events, attended 
dog shows, and began to collect 
that array of breed parapherna-
lia that somehow invades every 
corner of your home. I imagine 
many of you are wearing your 
breed on you somewhere right 
now – pins or jewelry or cloth-
ing or even, I would wager, 
some have a tattoo. In short, we, 
like you, became fans of a breed 
and fans of our sports.

I like being called a fan, 
don’t you? I like what it stands 
for, even though some people 
believe the idea of “fans” came 
from “fanatics” - a usually 
pejorative word. Actually, The 
Dickson Baseball Dictionary cites 
William Henry Nugent’s work 
asserting that “fan” was de-
rived from “the fancy,” a term 

from England referring to the 
enthusiasts of a specific hobby 
or sport – like dog shows. The 
word came into common usage 
in America in 1889, just five 
years after the launch of the 
American Kennel Club. Coin-
cidence? I think not.

It is an accepted fact in 
sports that your fans can have 
a demonstrable impact on per-
formance. In football, which 
allows 11 players on the field, 
the assemblage of fans in the 
stadium is collectively referred 
to as the “12th man.” A re-
searcher from Harvard Univer-
sity discovered that the home 
team achieved a tenth of a point 
advantage for every 10,000 fans 
in the stadium.

Imagine the advantage we 
could have for purebred dogs, 
for breeders, and for our sport 
with a much larger active fan 
base. We have already begun 
to do just that with Facebook. 

There are lots of numbers 
associated with Facebook, but 
the most important are those 
that identify your true fan base. 
There is a simple equation that 
does that: the number of “peo-
ple talking about this” divided 
by the total number of “likes” 
which is called “engagement.” 
According to experts, an accept-
able engagement rate, or true 
fans, is in the range of one to 
two percent.

Two baseball teams with 
very strong fan bases are the 
New York Yankees and the New 
York Mets. The Yankees have an 
engagement rate of 4% and the 
Mets have 6%. Both are doing 

better than acceptable in grow-
ing their fan base.

Apple, one of the world’s 
strongest and best-liked brands, 
is at 1.4%

HSUS is at 1.6% and ASPCA 
is at 4%.

The AKC’s engagement 
rate – the measurement of true 
fans – is an astounding 30%! 
The actual number of true fans 
is 535,000 – higher than any of 
those I just mentioned by a mul-
tiple. In fact, we have 16 times 
more true fans than HSUS.

You cannot manufacture a 
fan base. You cannot buy a fan 
base. You create it by telling 
stories about the many things 
that happen in our world, 
throughout the day, through-
out the years. Sometimes it is 
about winning, but mostly it is 
about unique, emotional expe-
riences that can only happen 
when dogs and people come 
together. Those stories are best 
when told by fans - people like 
you. As Napoleon said, “Ten 
people who speak make more 
noise than ten thousand who 
are silent.”

At the Delegates Meeting 
on Monday, Chris Walker pre-
sented an informative guide to 
utilizing social media to help 
your clubs. It will be posted 
on AKC.org. I’ll reiterate the 
conclusion of the presentation: 
We need you to talk - promote 
yourselves, promote your dogs 
and promote the sport of pure-
bred dogs. And educate people 
about responsible dog owner-
ship. Be proud of the love and 
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service you have given the 
sport over the years and nur-
ture new people into the sport.

In short, spread the truth.

There are people and or-
ganizations that don’t want 
the truth about the AKC to be 
known. Hate may attack it and 
ignorance may ridicule it, but 
in the end, the truth is irrefu-
table. While yawns, laughter, 
and germs are infectious, the 
most powerful infectious thing 
is spreading the truth.

As true fans, we will stay 
strong, stand up for dogs, and 
speak out for our values. And 
we won’t stop until every critic 
becomes a fan.

As always, your comments 
and suggestions are welcome at 
atk@akc.org.

S i n c e r e l y , 
A l a n  K a l t e r 
Chairman

Double the Fun! Tips on 
Adding a Second Dog to 

Your Home
Getting a dog is a major deci-

sion, and adding a second one to 
the mix brings a whole new set of 
considerations, from gender to size 
and everything in between.

Personality: Each dog is an 
individual with its own personal-
ity. Before adding a second dog 
to your home, you should have a 
clear understanding of your own 
four-legged friend’s personality 
and energy level.

Gender: While there is no set 

rule that a female dog will be a 
better friend for a male dog, if 
you have never had two dogs at 
the same time it is generally easier 
and often safer to have dogs of the 
opposite sex. Same-sex combina-
tions can be tricky to manage as 
dogs work out their dominance or 
pack order.

Age: Take your dog’s age into 
account when considering a second 
dog. If you have a senior dog, get-
ting a young, playful puppy might 
not be an ideal match. The older 
dog might find a rambunctious 
puppy too much to handle, espe-
cially if he has age-related issues.

Size: Keep size in mind. A very 
big dog and a toy dog would need 
plenty of supervision together to 
make sure the little guy doesn’t get 
hurt during playtime.

AKC To Acknowledge 
Titles Earned In North 
America Diving Dogs 

Events
The American Kennel Club® 

(AKC®) will now recognize titles 
earned by dogs competing in events 
sanctioned by North America Div-
ing Dogs (NADD), an independent 
governing body for canine dock 
diving. NADD offer two types of 
competition for all dogs -- distance 
jumping and air retrieve. 

“NADD events are an exciting 
activity that can be enjoyed by all 
purebreds and mixed breeds. The 
AKC is pleased to now be able to 
acknowledge the achievements of 
all dogs in this sport,” said Doug 
Ljungren, AKC Vice President of 
Sports and Events.

“North America Diving Dogs 
strives to promote the sport of ca-
nine dock diving in a setting that is 
convenient, safe and enjoyable for 
all dogs and owners,” said Debbie 
Markwardt, President of NADD. 
“We welcome all dog owners to try 
out dock diving. We know you’ll 
enjoy the camaraderie and fun!”

In the distance jumping com-
petition, there are two classes 
-- Open Class (any size dog wel-
come) and the Lap Class (for dogs 
under 16” at the withers). A divi-
sion title is earned by accumulating 
five qualifying jumps within one 
division. There are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. 
After earning the initial division 
title, dogs can earn Advanced and 
Excellent level titles by completing 
additional qualifying jumps.

In the Air Retrieve competi-
tion, a dog and handler team earns 
one qualifying grab towards a 
division title based on their lon-
gest grab in the Air Retrieve. Like 
distance jumping, a division title 
is earned by accumulating five 
qualifying grabs within one divi-
sion, and there are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. Ad-
ditional Advanced and Excellent 
titles can be earned with additional 
qualifying grabs. 

Rules  governing NADD 
events, the complete titling re-
quirements and information about 
how to sign up to host a NADD 
event can be found here. Specifics 
about the NADD/AKC titling pro-
gram and the AKC title application 
form can be found in the AKC Title 
Recognition Program section of the 
AKC website.
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

National Shooting Sports 
Foundation Awards  

$60,000 in Scholarships 
25 Students Receive Awards in 

NSSF Voting Member Scholarship 
Contest 

Through its annual essay 
contest for employees of Voting 
Member companies and their 
family members, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
has awarded $60,000 in schol-
arship funds to 25 students. 
NSSF is the trade association 
for the firearms and ammuni-
tion industry.

“These essays reminded us 
time and again what an excel-
lent grasp students have on 
issues affecting firearm owner-
ship in America and the future 
of target shooting and hunt-
ing,” said Bettyjane Swann, 
NSSF Director of Member Ser-
vices. “This scholarship pro-
gram allows NSSF to recognize 
its Voting Member companies 
for their extraordinary commit-
ment to their trade association.”

To earn one of the 25 schol-
arships offered, employees of 
NSSF Voting Member compa-
nies or their qualified family 
members submitted applica-
tions and essays on one of two 
topics--”Perception vs. Reality 
in the Gun Control Debate” 

and “How would you retain, 
expand and diversify participa-
tion among women, minorities, 
etc?”

Earning the Grand Prize 
$8,000 scholarship was Kath-
erine Lynn Hendrie, whose 
father is an employee at Rem-
ington Arms. Katherine, who 
earned the runner-up prize 
in last year ’s contest, is an 
aspiring teacher at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, where she 
will begin her junior year this 
fall. Her winning essay on the 
topic of Perception vs. Reality 
focused on the importance of 
words and their meanings in 
the gun-control debate and on 
separating emotion from facts 
in that debate. “[Gun control 
advocates] abuse of the term 
‘common sense’ with respect to 
gun legislation is not common 
sense to everyone,” she wrote.

Taking the First Prize schol-
arship of $5,000 was Ian M. 
Murphy, whose father works 
at Sturm Ruger. Also writing 
on the Perception vs. Reality 
theme, Ian stressed the impor-
tance of providing facts about 
firearms issues directly to vot-
ers through targeted advertis-
ing and social media. Ian will 
be a freshman at the Oregon 
Institute of Technology. 

Earning the Second Prize 
scholarship of $3,000 was Me-
gan Marie Eubanks, whose fa-
ther works at Olin/ Winchester. 

Megan will be a sophomore at 
the University of Mississippi.

In addition to Remington, 
Sturm Ruger and Olin/Win-
chester, other NSSF Voting 
Member companies associated 
with scholarship winners are 
ATK, Fiocchi of America, Hodg-
don Powder, O.F. Mossberg, St. 
Marks Powder, Beretta, ODI/
Stag Outdoor Products and 
Smith & Wesson.

Twenty-two other students 
earned $2,000 scholarships. 
They are Kimber Lynn Pitt-
man, ATK; Kimberly Shannon 
Swafford, Fiocchi of Amer-
ica; Dillon Randall Pierson, 
ATK; Keith Thomas Reesor, 
Remington Arms; Christian 
Joi Curtis, Hodgdon Powder; 
Mubasshirabanu Nhora, O.F. 
Mossberg; Joe William Dunn, 
St. Marks Powder; Nathan 
Chase Kunz, ATK; Erika Louise 
Addison, ATK; Ricki Michele 
Burnett, ATK; Frederick Wil-
liam Stern, Beretta; Chad Wil-
liams Weeks, Olin/Winchester; 
Jamie Lynn Miglionico, ATK; 
Mark Austin Shaw, ODI/Stag 
Outdoor Products; Rachel Elise 
Papendick, Olin/Winchester; 
Michael C. Lepage, Smith & 
Wesson; Rachel M. Munford, 
ATK; Casey Alvin Thebeau, 
Olin/Winchester; Vanessa Lin 
Howlett, ATK; Christina Lynn 
Perniciaro, ATK; John Zach-
ary Pezzillo, Sturm Ruger; and 
Leah Christine Haas, St. Mark’s 
Powder.

NSSF makes the scholar-
ships available as a means of 
thanking its Voting Members 
for their substantial financial 



33
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

support of NSSF and its mis-
sion to promote, protect and 
preserve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports.

Samantha Hughes, NSSF’s 
Member Services Coordinator, 
manages the Voting Member 
Scholarship Award Contest. 
“The quality of the writing and 
the attention to details in sup-
port of arguments seem to im-
prove every year,” said Hughes. 
“It makes all of us at NSSF feel 
good to see these students hon-
ored through the NSSF Voting 
Member Scholarship Program.”

NSSF’s Project ChildSafe 
Takes Second Annual 

S.A.F.E Summer 
into Communities 

Nationwide 
 Project ChildSafe, in part-

nership with the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), announces the sec-
ond annual S.A.F.E Summer 
campaign, a part of Project 
ChildSafe’s ongoing program 
to emphasize the importance 
of responsible firearm storage 
-- particularly while children 
are home from school and more 
likely to be unattended.

Each month, Project Child-
Safe will recognize and spot-
light local leaders nationwide 
who are promoting safety and 
making a difference in their 
community as the program 
turns its national message 
into local action. The firearm 
industry is promoting safe and 
responsible ownership through 
its network -- reinforcing Proj-

ect ChildSafe’s overarching 
message, “Own it? Respect It. 
Secure it,” -- so that programs 
such as S.A.F.E. Summer serve 
as a reminder that proper fire-
arm storage is the #1 way to 
prevent firearm accidents, theft 
and misuse.

“Our mission is to make the 
mantra “Own it? Respect it. 
Secure it.” second nature when 
talking about firearm safety,” 
says Steve Sanetti, President 
of NSSF. “The S.A.F.E Summer 
initiative aims to emphasize the 
importance of safe and respon-
sible storage in communities 
across the country.”

“S.A.F.E.” serves as an ac-
ronym for Store your firearms 
responsibly when not in use; 
Be Aware of those around you 
who should not have unauthor-
ized access to guns; Focus on 
your responsibility as a firearm 
owner and Educate yourself 
and others about safe firearm 
handling and storage. The ef-
fort is focused on providing 
education and tools that helps 
gun owners take responsible 
action to keep their families and 
communities safer.

NSSF launched Project 
ChildSafe in 1999 (prior to 2003 
the program was called Project 
HomeSafe) as a nationwide 
initiative to promote firearms 
responsibility and provide 
safety education to all gun own-
ers. Through partnerships with 
more than 15,000 law enforce-
ment agencies, the program has 
provided more than 36 million 
free firearm safety kits to gun 
owners in all 50 states and five 

U.S. territories. That’s in addi-
tion to the more than 70 million 
free locking devices manufac-
turers have included with new 
firearms sold since 1998 and 
continue to do today.

Project ChildSafe was origi-
nally supported by federal 
grants provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Since 
2008, when this funding was 
cut, the firearms manufactur-
ing industry has solely funded 
the Project ChildSafe program 
through the members of NSSF. 

NSSF Issues Report on 
Combined Spending 

by Hunters and Target 
Shooters

National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s “Hunting in 
America” and “Target Shoot-
ing in America” reports reveal 
the broad impact that spending 
by hunters and target shooters 
have on America’s economy. 
Now, responding to demand 
for a combined report, NSSF 
has issued “Economic Impact 
of Hunting and Target Shooting 
in America,” showing, among 
other significant statistics, that 
spending by America’s sports-
men and women results in a 
total impact of $110 billion an-
nually to the U.S. economy.

“America’s hunters and 
target shooters create one gi-
ant economic engine whose 
hum can be felt throughout our 
country and by businesses of 
all sizes,” said Elizabeth Karas-
meighan, NSSF Director, Legis-
lative and Policy Research.



34
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September 2014                                                     Now in our Twenty Third year                                              www.Bdarn.com

The report contains some 
surprising findings and inter-
esting comparisons. The more 
than 866,000 jobs supported 
by hunting and target shoot-
ing would rank as the seventh 
largest employer in the world, 
ahead of IBM or McDonald’s. 
And the $48 billion in retail 
sales exceed those of Fortune 
100 Companies like Coca-Cola, 
Federal Express or Disney.

Given that taxes were on 
everyone’s mind recently, it’s 
notable that expenditures by 
hunters and target shooters 
result in combined state, local 
and federal taxes of more than 
$15 billion, an annual collec-
tion that would pay more than 
336,000 firefighters.

The report includes a state-
by-state breakdown of the eco-
nomic contributions from com-
bined hunting and target shoot-
ing activities. Leading the pack 
is Texas whose hunters and 
shooters generate $5.1 billion 
in economic activity, followed 
by Michigan and New York at 
$4.6 billion and Wisconsin at 
$4.2 billion. Even tiny Rhode 
Island’s economy benefits to the 
tune of more than $109 million.

“These impressive econom-
ic numbers show that the popu-
larity of target shooting and 
hunting are good for industry 
and good for America,” said 
NSSF President Steve Sanetti.

The “Economic Impact of 
Hunting and Target Shooting 
in America” report, as well as 
the individual “Hunting in 
America” and “Target Shooting 
in America” reports, are avail-

able at nssf.org/research.

“Hunting in America” was 
a joint effort of NSSF and the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies. The findings in both 
reports are based on spending 
activity from 2011. 
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State News

‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget in-
crease of $540,987 to be used for 
State Wildlife Grant projects. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Elected Ron Duncan of 
Springdale chairman of the Com-
mission. Emon Mahony of El Do-
rado was elected vice chairman. 
The meeting was the last for out-
going vice chairman Ty Patterson 
of Texarkana whose term expires 
this month. 

FLORIDA
Become a member of the 

Dove Club!
To me,:the best part about hunt-

ing is not harvesting game: but 
spending quality time outdoors 
with friends and family. One of 
the best ways to do that is through 
dove hunting, which is part of the 
reason why great dove hunts are 
in such high demand but often 
difficult to find.

Because of this, the FWC:created 
its Special-Opportunity Dove 
Club program. It offers hunters 
the chance of:experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting:on the state’s 
best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable one 
adult and one youth (age 15 or 
younger) to hunt all scheduled 
dates for the dove field of their 
choice. Permits cost $150 and en-
able both hunters to take a daily 
bag limit of birds. All hunts take 
place on Saturdays from noon 
until sunset. Scheduled hunt 
dates and number of hunts vary 
between fields.

Last year, 1,013 birds were har-
vested from six fields. This coming 
season, there will be the same six 
special-opportunity dove fields 
scattered throughout the state 
from which to choose.

ARKANSAS
Proposed early migratory 

bird seasons discussed
Commissioners with the Arkan-

sas Game and Fish Commission 
today discussed this year’s dove 
season, the unofficial opening of 
Arkansas’s fall hunting season, 
at its monthly meeting in Texar-
kana. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early-season migra-
tory game-bird season selections 
must be reported to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service by Aug. 1. 
Approval for the early seasons 
will take place during the Com-
mission’s July meeting. Chang-
es from last season are minor. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Mourning Dove and Eur-
asian Collared Dove:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Oct. 25 and Dec. 20-Jan. 8 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Teal Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 13-
28 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Rail Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Nov. 14 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Woodcock 
S e a s o n : ‚ Ä ® : : : : N o v.  8 - D e c . 
2 2  ‚ Ä ® ‚ Ä ® C o m m o n  S n i p e 
Season:‚Ä®::::Nov. 1-Feb. 15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Purple Gallinule and Com-
mon Moorhen Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
1-Nov. 9 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early Canada 
Goose Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 1-15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Northwest Canada Goose 
Zone Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 20-29 
‚Ä®‚Ä®In other business, the 
Commission: ‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved 
the AGFC budget for fiscal year 
2014-15, totaling $88,123,246. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget 
increase of $200,000 to aid in 
the completion of the Lower 
Cache River Restoration Project. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Turned down a 23-acre 
future land donation offer after 
AGFC personnel determined that 
the property was not suitable for 
a wildlife or nature preserve. The 
property is located on Highway 
270 in Hot Spring County in a 
residential and agricultural area. 

Frog Pond North Public Small-
Game Hunting Area (PSGHA) in 
Miami-Dade County was again 
the top producer last year with 453 
birds taken. This year, the field will 
be expanded from 50 to 75 acres.

Koon Farm dove field in Lafay-
ette County last year had 114 birds 
harvested off its 40 acres. There 
will be 13 Dove Club permits 
available to hunt next season.

The dove field on Hilochee 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Lake County has 15 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt its 80 
acres. Hunters there last season 
took 59 doves.

Hunters harvested 80 birds from 
Allapattah Flats PSGHA in Martin 
County, east of Lake Okeechobee. 
Thirteen Dove Club permits are 
available for the 100-acre field.::::::

North Newberry PSGHA, in 
Alachua County, has 15 Dove Club 
permits on its 40 acres. That field 
produced 87 birds last year.

The remaining property, Cara-
velle Ranch in Putnam County, 
has three fields that total about 125 
acres with 30 Dove Club permits 
available. Last season, 220 doves 
were harvested there from just the 
six-day hunt.

Dove Club permits will be is-
sued by random drawing during 
Phase I. That application pe-
riod runs from 10 a.m. on July 18 
through July 28.

After obtaining the correct ap-
plication worksheet by going to 
MyFWC.com/License and click-
ing on “Limited Entry/Quota 
Hunts” you can apply for these 
season passes by filling out a 
single worksheet (with up to five 
dove field choices) and turning it 
in at any county tax collector’s of-
fice, license agent or by applying 
online at License.MyFWC.com. 
During Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for only one 
dove field.

You may check the drawing 
results after 10 a.m. on Aug. 1 
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by logging in to your customer 
account at License.MyFWC.com. 
Also, any applicant who provides 
an email address will be notified 
by the FWC if drawn. Those who 
are successful in getting drawn 
must pick up and pay for the Dove 
Club permit at any of the same 
places mentioned above or online 
by Aug. 11.

Brochures on each of these areas 
are available online at MyFWC.
com/Dove. Also at that Web ad-
dress, beginning in late September, 
hunters will be able to find the 
most up-to-date information on 
these six special-opportunity dove 
fields, as well as Florida’s other 
public dove fields. The website is 
updated every Thursday through-
out dove season. Information 
includes dove densities, previous 
weeks’ harvests and field condi-
tions.

So if you’d like to join the FWC’s 
Dove Club, you need to try to do 
so in July. Remember to introduce 
someone new to hunting when 
you can. As always, have fun, hunt 
safely and ethically, and we’ll see 
you in the woods!

ILLINOIS

IDNR Announces 
Schedule of Waterfowl 
Blind Site Drawings: 

Waterfowl hunters are encour-
aged to mark their calendars for 
upcoming waterfowl hunting 
blind site random drawings to 
be held at several public hunt-
ing areas in Illinois this summer. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Duck and goose hunters 
must register in person for water-
fowl blind site drawings and must 
be present at the drawing: held at 
each location designated below 
immediately after the registra-
tion period: to claim their blind 
sites.: Mail-in registrations are 
not accepted.: Blind allocations 
for these sites are good for one 

year. To participate in a drawing, 
applicants must present a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois hunting or sportsman 
combination license and a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl 
Stamp at the time they register, 
unless exempted by law.: Ap-
plicants must be at least 16 years 
old by the date of the drawing. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Applicants needing to 
purchase new licenses and stamps 
should do so prior to the drawing.: 
Most blind drawing locations will 
not have license sales available.: 
Licenses and stamps are available 
at any DNR Direct license and 
permit vendor, through the IDNR 
website at www.dnr.illinois.gov, 
or by calling 1-888-6-PERMIT (1-
888-673-7648). ‚Ä®‚Ä®Registrants 
are no longer required to possess 
a valid Illinois Firearm Owner’s 
Identification (FOID) card from the 
Illinois State Police to participate 
in blind drawings. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Also, in 
order to be an eligible applicant for 
the drawing, the participant must 
not have his or her hunting privi-
leges suspended or revoked by the 
IDNR or any other jurisdiction at 
the time of the drawing.: Out-of-
state residents must have a 2013 or 
2014 non-resident hunting license 
for Illinois and a 2013 or 2014 Illi-
nois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®The schedule for 2014 
blind drawings is listed below: 

IOWA
Pheasants, Forest, or 
Cleaner Water -- CRP 

Can Help
Whatever the goal -- bringing 

back pheasants, planting wood-
land for long-term profit or im-
proving water quality -- reopening 
signup June 9 for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) is great 
for landowners and farmers who 
want to protect environmentally 
sensitive land. 

“Other than a few weeks last 
winter, it’s the first opportunity 

for people to enroll in:Pheasant 
SAFE, a continuous CRP designed 
to bring pheasants and other 
grassland birds back by providing 
winter habitat” said Chuck Gipp, 
DNR director. 

Those interested in more per-
manent plantings can strategi-
cally plant trees to reduce flood 
damages, protect streambanks or 
provide future income. “The for-
est planted today provides future 
benefits including income, hunt-
ing opportunities and reduced 
erosion” according to Bruce Traut-
man, DNR deputy director.

Other eligible continuous prac-
tices can benefit water quality 
and include buffer or filter strips, 
wetlands and plantings to reduce 
erosion on highly erodible land.

Iowa had 45,000 acres available 
Monday under:Pheasant SAFE, a 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment CRP. Other Continuous CRP 
programs are also available and 
may be a good match for landown-
ers whose General CRP contracts 
are expiring.

Contact a DNR wildlife biolo-
gist or forester to receive techni-
cal help and to learn more about 
matching your goals to available 
programs. Or, visit your local 
USDA office. Find more infor-
mation at www.iowadnr.gov/
Environment/LandStewardship/
WildlifeLandownerAssistance/
FinancialAssistance.aspx

Iowa Pheasants Faced 
Tough Winter, Wet 

Spring
Iowa’s unseasonably cold and 

snowy winter and wet spring is 
not likely to boost its pheasant 
population.

Pheasants typically show popu-
lation increases following mild 
winters with spring that are 
warmer and dryer than normal. 
Based on that weather model, the 
western third of Iowa has the best 
chance to see an uptick in pheas-
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ants due to below average snow-
fall and less than eight inches of 
spring rain.

The weather model predicts the 
rest of the state to see either no 
population increase or fewer birds 
than last year. The nesting forecast 
will be updated by the August 
roadside survey, which is the best 
gauge of what pheasant hunters 
can expect to find in the fall.

Todd Bogenschutz, upland wild-
life biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, said 
while the weather is not what up-
land bird hunters had hoped for, 
there is some progress on pheasant 
habitat. Landowners began enroll-
ing in continuous CRP on Monday.

“This is great news for Iowa’s 
new pheasant recovery continu-
ous CRP practice designed spe-
cifically to help recover pheasant 
numbers” Bogenschutz said. Iowa 
has 45,000 acres available on a first 
come, first served basis.

“There will not be a general CRP 
signup this year so this is an op-
tion that landowners with expiring 
general CRP should consider” he 
said.

Information on Iowa’s pheas-
ant recovery continuous CRP is 
available online at www.iowadnr.
gov/habitat. For more informa-
tion, contact:Todd Bogenschutz, 
Upland Wildlife Biologist, Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823 ext 111.

KANSAS

AERIAL SURVEY 
SHOWS LESSER 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
NUMBERS INCREASE
Biologists emphasize the value 

of improved habitat
The 2014 lesser prairie chicken 

aerial survey showed a nearly 20 
percent increase in the species’ 
range-wide population, up from 

an estimated 18,747 birds in 2013 
to 22,415 this year. While wildlife 
biologists are encouraged by the 
increase, they note that prairie 
chicken numbers can fluctuate 
up and down from year to year, 
mainly due to grassland habitat 
conditions influenced by rainfall.

The range-wide increase was not 
evenly spread across the four habi-
tat regions distributed among five 
states‚ÄîColorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. The 
mixed grass prairie region showed 
the biggest gain, a region that 
includes the northeast Texas Pan-
handle, northwestern Oklahoma 
and southcentral Kansas, where 
more rain produced better prai-
rie habitat. The sand sagebrush 
region in southwestern Kansas, 
southeastern Colorado and the 
northwestern Oklahoma pan-
handle, where persistent drought 
continues to take a toll, showed a 
significant population decline.

“Just as with last year’s popula-
tion decrease, we shouldn’t read 
too much into short-term fluctua-
tions over one or two years” said 
Bill Van Pelt, Western Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(WAFWA) grassland coordinator. 
“What these numbers show is the 
importance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part of 
the lesser prairie chicken’s range, 
allowing populations to respond 
to better conditions. This popu-
lation response underscores the 
importance of implementing the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Range-
wide Conservation Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”

Companies, landowners, farm-
ers and ranchers that did not enroll 
by the federal listing deadline of 
May 12 can still enroll in the range-
wide plan and receive regulatory 
assurances their operations can 
continue under an accompanying 
Certificate of Participation. Partici-

pating companies pay enrollment 
fees, allowing them to continue oil 
and gas production under certain 
restrictions, while providing funds 
to conserve prairie chicken habitat. 
As of early June, 160 oil, gas, wind, 
electric and pipeline companies 
had enrolled approximately 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 million 
for habitat conservation over the 
next three years. Enrollment fees 
are deposited with WAFWA and 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts by private landowners to 
benefit the lesser prairie chicken 
in the five-state region.

West Ecosystems, Inc. of Lara-
mie, Wyo., is the contractor con-
ducting the lesser prairie chicken 
aerial survey effort. Begun in 2012, 
it is the first large-scale, helicopter-
based survey to locate lesser prai-
rie chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range. 
The survey results are then used 
to estimate the population. The 
survey is a collaborative effort 
involving WAFWA’s Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Interstate Working Group 
and is funded through industry 
enrollment fees, state wildlife 
agencies, and the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management.

Organized in 1922, the WAFWA 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, spanning from Alaska 
to Texas and Saskatchewan to 
Hawaii - an area covering nearly 
3.7 million square miles of some 
of North America’s most wild and 
scenic country, inhabited by over 
1500 premier wildlife species.

More information, including the 
range-wide plan, is available on 
the WAFWA website at http://
www.wafwa.org/.
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KANSAS WILDLIFE, 
PARKS AND TOURISM 

COMMISSION 
SETS EARLY DUCK 

SEASONS
Commission considers regula-

tions governing public lands, big 
game permits, and prairie chicken 
hunting

At the workshop session of 
the Kansas Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism Commission meeting in 
Pittsburg June 19, commissioners 
workshopped items for future po-
tential regulatory action, including 
state park regulations, 2015 turkey 
hunting regulations, late migra-
tory bird seasons, and recommen-
dations from the Threatened and 
Endangered (T&E) Species Task 
Committee.

The T&E Task Committee rec-
ommendations are part of a regu-
lar five-year review of species on 
the state T&E and Species In Need 
of Conservation (SINC) lists. The 
task committee reviews the status 
of species on the lists and consid-
ers comments from petitioners, 
expert panels, scientific litera-
ture, as well as distribution and 
survey data. Recommendations 
from the current review included 
delisting three endangered spe-
cies; the Eskimo curlew, black-
capped vireo, and many-ribbed 
salamander. The task committee 
determined that none of these 
species are a viable component of 
the state’s fauna. The committee 
recommended downlisting six 
species from threatened to SINC, 
including the chestnut lamprey, 
silverband shiner, spring peeper, 
smooth earth snake, and longnose 
snake. The recommendations also 
include adding the northern long-
eared bat to the SINC list.

While the task committee was 
petitioned to downlist the redbelly 
snake from threatened to SINC, 
it recommended leaving it at the 
current status. However, instead of 
following the T&E Task Commit-

tee’s recommendations, Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism (KDWPT) Secretary 
Robin Jennison told commission-
ers that the department would 
recommend the redbelly snake 
be downlisted from threatened to 
SINC. Jennison explained that this 
decision was made to help ensure 
public support for conservation 
of T&E species remained strong.

“This recommendation encom-
passes the department’s attempt to 
balance the need for conservation 
and action identified in the expert 
review by our T&E Task Com-
mittee with social and economic 
concerns within the redbelly 
snake’s range” Jennison said. “The 
department will use the authority 
already set out in regulation to 
establish a recovery plan for the 
redbelly snake as a SINC species.”

The final T&E/SINC recom-
mendations will be voted on at 
the KDWPT Commission meeting 
in October.

In the public hearing portion 
of the meeting, the commission 
voted on public land regulations, 
deer season dates on Ft. Riley, and 
approved a recommendation that 
would allow hunters to hunt on 
the same day they purchase a big 
game or turkey permit. Currently, 
big game and turkey permits 
aren’t valid until the next calendar 
day after purchase.

KDWPT staff presented U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service frame-
works and recommendations for 
the 2014 early teal season. Com-
missioners approved a 16-day 
season in the Low Plains Zone 
(east of Hwy 283), Sept. 13-28, 
2014, and a 9-day season for the 
High Plains Zone (west of Hwy 
283), Sept. 20-28, 2014.

The last public hearing item 
presented to the commission was 
necessary because of the recent ad-
dition of the lesser prairie chicken 
to the federal Threatened Species 
List. Commissioners heard and 
approved recommendations to ad-

just the Southwest Prairie Chicken 
Zone and close the zone to prairie 
chicken hunting.

Finally, Governor Sam Brown-
back has reappointed Commis-
sioner Gerald Lauber to another 
four-year term. Commissioner 
Robert Wilson’s term will expire 
July 1, but he will serve until a 
replacement is named.

The next commission meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, August 
21, 2014 at the Kansas Wetlands 
Education Center, 592 NE K157 
Hwy, Great Bend.

KENTUCKY
Donation from League 
of Kentucky Sportsmen 

will improve grouse, 
small game habitat 

A generous donation of two 
pieces of equipment from the 
League of Kentucky Sportsmen 
to the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources will 
produce better upland and small 
game hunting in the future.

The League of Kentucky Sports-
men donated $142,000 for two 
front-end loaders equipped with 
tree shears for improving habitat 
for species such as grouse.

“The League of Kentucky Sports-
men always has been focused on 
wildlife conservation and the de-
velopment of habitat” said Mark 
Nethery, immediate past president 
of the League of Kentucky Sports-
men. “This seemed a natural pro-
gression.”

The shears allow for cutting 
smaller trees to create open spaces 
in forested habitat. This benefits 
upland species such as grouse 
and quail, as well as small game 
species such as cottontail rabbits.

“This generous donation from 
the League of Kentucky Sports-
men will enable us to greatly 
enhance our forest management 
activities” said Karen Waldrop, di-
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rector of wildlife for Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife. “This equipment will 
improve grouse habitat and other 
wildlife habitat across the state.”

The League of Kentucky Sports-
men presented a check to the 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission at its quarterly meeting 
earlier this month.

“We see this donation further 
solidifying the relationship be-
tween the League of Kentucky 
Sportsmen and the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources” Nethery said. “The 
wildlife and sportsmen of Ken-
tucky are the beneficiaries of this 
continuing relationship.”

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 

proposes early migratory 
bird seasons 

FRANKFORT, Ky.: The Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission today recommended 
2014-2015 early migratory bird 
season dates and a lengthening 
of the dove seasons. All recom-
mendations must be approved by 
legislators before they become law.

Proposed early migratory bird 
seasons for 2014-2015 include: 

Mourning Dove
Sept. 1: Oct. 26; Nov. 27: Dec. 7; 
Dec. 20, 2014: Jan. 11, 2015
September Canada Goose
Sept. 1: 15
Wood Duck and Teal
Sept. 17: 21
American Woodcock
Nov. 1: Dec. 15
Virginia and Sora Rail, Common 

Moorhen and Purple Gallinule
Sept. 1: Nov. 9
Common Snipe
Sept. 17: Oct. 26; Nov. 27, 2014: 

Feb. 1, 2015

Sandhill Crane
Dec. 13, 2014: Jan. 11, 2015

Other recommendations ap-
proved by commissioners at their 
quarterly meeting today included: 
An additional 20 days of dove sea-
son for 2014-2015; daily bag limit 
for the September Canada goose 
season increased from three to five 
birds; and daily bag limit for teal 
increased from four to six birds 
during the combined wood duck 
and teal season.

In other wildlife-related busi-
ness, the commission proposed 
several changes for the 2015 wild 
turkey seasons. These include al-
lowing hunters to use .410-gauge 
shotguns during any open turkey 
season, a smaller gauge that is 
friendlier for youth than is cur-
rently allowed. 

Commission members also vot-
ed to allow archery and crossbow 
hunters to take four bird fall tur-
key season bag limit during any 
fall season for turkeys, beginning 
in 2015. Currently, archery and 
crossbow turkey hunters must 
take two of their four bird fall 
season bag limit during the fall 
firearm turkey season.

In trapping-related business, 
the commission recommended 
removing the 10-foot spacing 
requirement for traps on private 
land. The 10-foot spacing require-
ment remains on public land.

They also recommended restrict-
ing the use of body-gripping traps 
on lands owned or managed by 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife to 
110-type traps for land sets. They 
also proposed establishing a stan-
dard means of registering trappers 
on wildlife management areas 
(WMAs) to avoid user conflicts. 
Trappers are exempt from hunter 
orange clothing requirements.

Upon receipt of the tag, CITES 
tags must be immediately attached 
to bobcats or river otters. These 
two species must be telechecked 

before leaving Kentucky. These 
regulations begin in March 2015.

For the fall 2014 seasons, the 
new 804-acre Sinking Valley WMA 
in eastern Pulaski County will 
be open under statewide regula-
tions for all hunting and trapping 
seasons except for deer. For deer, 
the WMA will be open for youth 
firearms, bow and crossbow sea-
sons only. 

In boating and fishing-related 
business, the commission pro-
posed lifting the 10-horsepower 
boat motor limit at Beaver Lake 
in Anderson County, Kincaid Lake 
in Pendleton County, Elmer Davis 
Lake in Owen County, Shanty 
Hollow Lake in Warren County, 
Corinth, Bullock Pen and Boltz 
lakes in Grant County, and Swan 
Lake in Ballard County. Boats 
must be 22 feet or less; those mo-
tors larger than 10 horsepower will 
have to operate at idle speed only. 
Boats with motors 10 horsepower 
and under may be operated at any 
speed on these lakes. This regula-
tion will go into effect in October 
2014. 

Finally, the commission voted 
to prohibit the harvest of alligator 
gar statewide, including by bow-
fishing. The department will also 
implement a free online paddlefish 
harvest permit system in order to 
gauge the population status of this 
species. These regulations will go 
into effect March 1, 2015.

 The next Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife Commission meeting 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. Friday, 
Aug. 15, 2014. Meetings are held 
in the Arnold Mitchell Building, 
located at 1 Sportsman’s Lane in 
Frankfort. 
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LOUISIANA

L.W.F.C. Sets 2014-2015 
Early Migratory Bird 

Hunting Seasons
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-

eries Commission set the dates 
for the 2014-2015 early migratory 
bird hunting seasons at their July 3 
meeting. These dates, recommend-
ed by the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), 
are tentative pending U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service approval.

The proposed dove season is 
broken down into a north and 
south zone with each zone hav-
ing three segments and includes 
mourning, white-winged, Eur-
asian collared and ringed-turtle 
doves. The upcoming dove sea-
son will provide a:90-day season 
which adds 20 additional days to 
hunt doves in Louisiana.

The north zone splits include 
Sept. 6: 28; Oct. 11: Nov. 9; and Dec. 
10: Jan. 15 (the first split provides 
an extra seven days and the third 
split provides an extra 13 days 
more than previous seasons). The 
south zone splits include Sept. 6: 
14; Oct. 11: Dec. 3; and Dec. 20: 
Jan. 15 (the second split provides 
an extra 10 days and the third split 
provides an extra 10 days more 
than previous seasons).

The dove hunting hours will be 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
sunset on all dates in each split, 
EXCEPT on Sept. 6 opening day on 
state wildlife management areas 
and LDWF leased fields, where 
the hunting hours will be 12 noon 
to sunset.

The daily bag limit for mourn-
ing, white-winged and fully 
dressed Eurasian collared-doves 
and ringed-turtle doves would be 
15 in aggregate and possession of 
45 in aggregate. However, there is 
no bag limit on Eurasian collared-
doves or ringed turtle-doves 
provided that a fully feathered 

wing and head remain attached 
to the carcass of the bird. Fully 
dressed Eurasian-collared doves 
and ringed turtle-doves (those 
without a fully feathered wing 
and head naturally attached to the 
carcass) shall be included in the 
aggregate bag.

The following boundary divides 
the dove season zones: Beginning 
at the Texas-Louisiana border on 
La. Hwy. 12; thence east along La. 
Hwy. 12 to its intersection with 
U.S. Hwy. 190; thence east along 
U.S. Hwy. 190 to its intersection 
with Interstate 12; thence east 
along I-12 to its intersection with 
Interstate 10; then east along I-10 
to the Mississippi state line.

Blue-winged, green-winged and 
cinnamon teal season would last 
from Sept. 13 - 28 with a daily bag 
limit of six (6) and a possession 
limit of eighteen (18). Federal 
and state waterfowl stamps are 
required to harvest teal.

Rail and gallinule seasons are 
proposed to last 70 days. The first 
segment would be open from Sept. 
13 - 28. The other segment will be 
set in August with the regular wa-
terfowl seasons. King and clapper 
rails would have a daily bag limit 
of 15 with a possession limit of 
45. Sora and Virginia rails would 
have a daily and possession limit 
totaling 25. Common and purple 
gallinules would have a daily bag 
limit of 15 and possession limit 
totaling 45.

Under the proposal, woodcock 
season would last 45 days from 
Dec. 18 - Jan. 31, statewide. A 
three-bird daily bag limit and a 
nine-bird possession limit would 
be allowed.

Snipe season will be set in Au-
gust.

Shooting and hawking hours 
for dove, woodcock, rail, teal 
and gallinules are tentatively set 
for half an hour before sunrise to 
sunset, including the first day of 
dove season on Sept. 6 on private 
land.: However, the shooting and 

hawking hours for these species 
will start at noon on the first day 
of dove season on state wildlife 
management areas.

Extended falconry mourning 
dove season would open from 
Sept. 15 - Oct. 1. Extended fal-
conry woodcock season would 
open from Oct. 28 - Dec. 17 and 
will reopen from Feb. 1-11. The 
falconry daily bag limit would be 
three and possession limit of nine 
birds for all permitted migratory 
game birds during the extended 
falconry and regular hunting sea-
sons. Extended falconry seasons 
for ducks, rails and gallinules will 
be set in August with the water-
fowl regulations.

Hunters are reminded that they 
must have a HIP permit to hunt 
migratory birds.: HIP permits are 
free and are available wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

For more information, con-
tact Jeff Duguay at 225-765-2353 
or:jduguay@wlf.la.gov:.

Proposed Duck Hunting 
Dates for 2014-2015 
Season Presented to 

Commission
The Louisiana Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission received 
the proposed duck hunting dates 
for the 2014-2015 season from the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) at their 
monthly meeting.

The dates presented reflect an-
other 60-day season for Louisiana 
hunters across the coastal, east and 
west zones.

The proposed dates and splits 
for the upcoming season are as 
follows:

Coastal Zone: Nov. 8 - 30; and 
Dec. 13 - 18; Youth Hunt Nov. 1 - 2.:

East Zone: Nov. 22 - Dec 7; and 
Dec. 13 - Jan. 25; Youth Hunt Nov. 
15 and Jan. 31.

West Zone: Nov. 15 - Dec. 14, and 
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Dec. 20 - Jan. 18;:Youth Hunt Nov. 
8 and Jan. 24.

These proposed dates reflect 
preferences noted in past water-
fowl hunter surveys conducted 
by the Department via mail-out 
and on-line survey forms.: Final 
approval of season dates will be 
made at the August Commission 
meeting.

The 2014-15 duck season frame-
work provides for a daily bag limit 
of six (6) and a possession limit of 
eighteen (18). Federal and state 
waterfowl stamps are required to 
hunt waterfowl.

For more information or to com-
ment on proposed dates, contact 
Larry Reynolds at 225-765-0456 
or:lreynolds@wlf.la.gov

Commission Hears 
Report on 2014 Dove 

Season Rules and 
Regulations 

The Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission received 
a report on the upcoming dove 
season at their June 5 meeting in 
Baton Rouge.

The Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries’ (LDWF) 
Wildlife Division, based on infor-
mation collected in a spring dove 
hunter survey and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s new harvest 
strategy, is planning a 2014 dove 
season that will include:

A 90-day season which adds 20 
additional days to hunt doves in 
Louisiana

A north zone with three splits 
including Sept. 6: 28; Oct. 11: Nov. 
9; and Dec. 10: Jan. 15 (the first split 
provides an extra seven days and 
the third split provides an extra 13 
days more than previous seasons)

A south zone with three splits 
including Sept. 6: 14; Oct. 11: Dec. 
3; and Dec. 20: Jan. 15 (the second 
split provides an extra 10 days and 

the third split provides an extra 10 
days more than previous seasons)

Opening dove hunting hours at 
one-half hour before sunrise on all 
dates in each split

The Commission will finalize 
the 2014 dove season dates at their 
July 3 meeting.

LDWF’s spring survey received 
438 responses from hunters who 
shared their experiences and opin-
ions about dove hunting on topics 
including season dates, hunting 
activities, hunting success, am-
munition used, and demographic 
variables.

For more information, contact 
Dr. Jeff Duguay, LDWF Wild-
life Division, at:jduguay@wlf.
la.gov:or 225-765-2353.

The Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries is charged with manag-
ing and protecting Louisiana’s 
abundant natural resources. For 
more information, visit us at:www.
wlf.louisiana.gov:on Facebook 
at:www.facebook.com/ldwffb:or 
follow us on Twitter @LDWF.

MARYLAND
DNR Announces Blind 

Site Licensing Dates and 
Locations

Waterfowl hunters may apply 
to receive their blind site licenses 
for the 2014-2015 hunting season 
starting August 5. A lottery for the 
opportunity to choose blind sites 
will occur at the locations listed 
below. Dates and instructions are 
as follows:

August 5 from 7:30 to 8 a.m. at all 
locations listed below. Individuals 
arriving after 8 a.m. will not be 
eligible for the lottery drawing 
and will have to wait until all 
applicants have selected a site. 
The drawing will start at approxi-
mately 8:30 a.m. Once selected, 
applicants have eight minutes to 
select their blind sites; no more 
than two sites per applicant may 

be selected per day. Licensing will 
end at 4:30 p.m. and resume the 
following day.

August 6 from 10:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. licensing will be held at all 
DNR Service Centers and offices 
as listed. :

August 7 and thereafter, the 
centers will operate on normal 
business hours.

Each blind site license is as-
signed to a designated location in 
Maryland waters where hunters 
may anchor their boats to hunt 
waterfowl. Citizens must present a 
2013-2014 or 2014-2015 Maryland 
resident hunting license in order to 
participate in the blind site process 
(landowners or individuals with 
written permission of a landowner 
who desire to license their own 
property are exempt from this re-
quirement). Applicants must also 
present their Maryland driver’s 
license or other photo ID to verify 
identification and residency. The 
2014-2015 Maryland hunting li-
cense is now available at any DNR 
sport license agent, online at or by 
phone at 1-800-918-2870. Land-
owners who would like to license 
their own property should bring 
a copy of the property informa-
tion (available online), a tax map 
or other legible map showing the 
exact location of the shoreline to 
be licensed.

Preview maps of shoreline li-
censed by riparian landowners 
will be available on July 15 at the 
locations listed below. The maps 
will also be available online.

County Locations for Blind Site 
Licensing and Preview Maps

Anne Arundel County: Broad-
neck High School Cafeteria, 1265 
Green Holly Drive, Arnold. Pre-
view maps available at Tawes 
State Office Building, E-1, 580 
Taylor Ave., Annapolis.

Prince George’s County: Coun-
ty Administration Bldg. (Main 
Lobby, 1st Floor), 14741 Governor 
Oden Bowie Dr., Upper Marlboro. 
Preview maps available at County 
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Administration Building, Room 
L-15. On August 6, and thereafter, 
licenses for Anne Arundel and 
Prince George’s Counties will be 
issued at the Wildlife and Heritage 
Service office, Tawes State Office 
Bldg., E-1, Annapolis.

Calvert County: DNR Regional 
Service Center, 6904 Hallowing 
Lane, Prince Frederick. Preview 
maps available at same location.

Charles County: Myrtle Grove 
WMA Office, 5625 Myrtle Grove 
Road, LaPlata. Preview maps 
available at same location, call 
ahead to confirm office is staffed 
301-743-5161.

St. Mary’s County: Joseph D. 
Carter Bldg., Russell Conference 
Room, 2nd Floor, 23110 Leonard 
Hall Dr., Leonardtown. Preview 
maps available at St. Mary’s Coun-
ty Memorial Library, 23250 Hol-
lywood Road, Leonardtown. On 
August 6, and thereafter, licenses 
for Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s 
counties will be issued at the DNR 
Southern Regional Service Cen-
ter, 6904 Hallowing Lane, Prince 
Frederick.

Baltimore County: Sparrows 
Point High School, 7400 North 
Point Road, Baltimore. Preview 
maps available at the Natural Re-
sources Police Facility, 3738 Gwyn-
nbrook Avenue, Owings Mills.

Cecil County: Elkton High 
School, Auxiliary Gymnasium, 
110 James Street, Elkton. Preview 
maps available at the Cecil County 
Library, 301 Newark Ave., Elkton.

Harford County: Fallston Vol-
unteer Fire Department, meet-
ing room, 2201 Carrs Mill Road, 
Fallston (next to the Fallston High 
School). Preview maps available 
at the DNR Licensing and Regis-
tration Services, Bel Air Regional 
Service Center, 2 South Bond 
Street, Bel Air. On August 6, and 
thereafter, licenses for Baltimore, 
Cecil & Harford counties will be 
issued at the Bel Air Regional Ser-
vice Center, 2 S. Bond St., Bel Air.

Caroline County: Caroline 

County Public Library, 100 Mar-
ket Street, Denton. Preview maps 
available at same location.

Talbot County (new Licens-
ing location): BG Louis G. Smith 
Armory, 7111 Ocean Gateway, 
Easton. Preview maps available 
at the Easton Branch of Talbot 
County Library (across from 
courthouse), Easton. On August 
6, and thereafter, licenses for 
Caroline, Talbot, Kent and Queen 
Anne’s Counties will be issued at 
the Centreville Regional Service 
Center, 120 Broadway Ave., Room 
207, Centreville.

Dorchester County: LeCompte 
Wildlife Management Area, 4220 
Steele Neck Road, Vienna. Preview 
maps available at same location, 
call ahead to confirm office is 
staffed 410-376-3236.

Somerset County: Wellington 
Wildlife Management Area, 32733 
Dublin Road, Princess Anne. Pre-
view maps available at same loca-
tion, call ahead to confirm office is 
staffed 410-543-8223.

Wicomico County: Salisbury Re-
gional Wildlife Office, 201 Baptist 
St., #22, Salisbury. Preview maps 
available at same location.

Worcester County: Snow Hill 
Fire Dept., 4718 Snow Hill Road, 
Snow Hill. Preview maps avail-
able at Shad Landing State Park 
Camp Store: Off Rt. 113. On Au-
gust 6, and thereafter, licenses for 
Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico 
and Worcester counties will be 
issued at the Salisbury Regional 
Service Center, 201 Baptist St., 
Suite 22, Salisbury.

MICHIGAN

Managed Waterfowl 
Hunt Area annual 

reports detail hunting 
season, habitat 

management, waterfowl 
counts

Annual reports for Michigan’s 
seven Wetland Wonders are now 
available on the Department of 
Natural Resources website. The 
reports detail 2013-2014 hunting 
season results, habitat manage-
ment activities and weekly wa-
terfowl counts at each area, along 
with information about other ac-
complishments. To find the annual 
reports, visit www.michigan.gov/
wetlandwonders, click on “The 7 
Wonders” tab and then the “Up-
dates and Counts” tab.

Michigan’s Wetland Wonders 
are the seven premier Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Areas (MWHAs) 
in the state: Fennville Farm Unit 
at the Allegan State Game Area 
(Allegan County), Fish Point State 
Wildlife Area (Tuscola County), St. 
Clair Flats State Wildlife Area on 
Harsens Island (St. Clair County), 
Muskegon County Wastewater 
Facility (Muskegon County), Nay-
anquing Point State Wildlife Area 
(Bay County), Pointe Mouillee 
State Game Area (Monroe and 
Wayne counties) and Shiawassee 
River State Game Area (Saginaw 
County).

These areas, scattered across the 
southern Lower Peninsula, were 
created in the 1960s to provide 
exceptional waterfowl hunting 
opportunities and are still man-
aged today to provide waterfowl 
habitat for nesting and migration 
and for the benefit of other wet-
land-dependent wildlife. Since the 
beginning, these areas have been 
funded by hunting license fees and 
area use fees, but they are open for 
anyone to visit, use and enjoy most 
of the year.

The Wetland Wonders campaign 
is part of the Michigan Waterfowl 
Legacy (MWL), a 10-year, coop-
erative partnership to restore, 
conserve and celebrate Michigan’s 
waterfowl, wetland and waterfowl 
hunting community. The initia-
tive is a “call to action” to honor 
yesterday, engage today and build 
for tomorrow.

The Michigan Department of 
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Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

DNR seeks partners in 
new hunting and habitat 

program
The Department of Natural 

Resources is looking for partners 
in a new hunting and wildlife 
management program called the 
Grouse Enhanced Management 
System (GEMS), in which timber 
is intensively managed to improve 
ruffed grouse habitat and hunting 
opportunities. Seven GEMS are 
being formed in both the Upper 
Peninsula and northern Lower 
Peninsula for a fall 2014 hunting 
season debut.

GEMS will be managed primar-
ily for aspen and harvested on 
a shortened rotation. Normally 
aspen is cut every 60 years, but 
within the GEMS, aspen is in-
tended to be young and thick - the 
best habitat for grouse and wood-
cock - and will be cut about every 
40 years. Each GEMS area will 
contain gated roads, which will 
allow hunters to meander among 
different-aged aspen stands with-
out concern for vehicle traffic.

Each GEMS area will have a 
parking lot, an information station 
and signs, as well as local commu-
nity partners, and each will:

Provide unique, walk-in hunting 
opportunities.

Promote hunter recruitment and 
retention.

Expand local economies.
Accelerate timber harvest op-

portunities.
Groups or organizations inter-

ested in partnering with GEMS 
can contact Katie Keen at 231-
775-9727.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

MINNESOTA
Breeding duck numbers 

down, Canada goose 
population similar to last 

year
Along with another unusual 

spring and late ice-out, Minne-
sota’s breeding mallard popula-
tion counts are down slightly from 
last year while other species saw 
higher declines, according to the 
results of the annual Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
spring waterfowl surveys.:

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
257,000, which is 12 percent be-
low last year’s estimate of 293,000 
breeding mallards, 1 percent be-
low the recent 10-year average and 
13 percent above the long-term 
average.

The blue-winged teal population 
is 102,000 this year compared with 
144,000 in 2013 and remains 53 
percent below the long-term aver-
age of 215,000 blue-winged teal.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as ring-necked 
ducks, wood ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads was 116,000, which 
is 53 percent lower than last year 
and 35 percent below the long-
term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands was 343,000, up 33 percent 
from last year, and 28 percent 
above the long-term average.

“While we’re seeing declines 
in this year’s counts, the survey 
results can be affected by weather 

and visibility of waterfowl from 
aircraft” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “Continental 
waterfowl population estimates 
will be released by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service later this 
summer and may provide a better 
indicator of what hunters could 
expect this fall.”

The same waterfowl survey has 
been conducted each year since 
1968 to provide an annual index 
of breeding duck abundance. The 
survey covers 40 percent of the 
state that includes much of the best 
remaining duck breeding habitat 
in Minnesota.

A DNR waterfowl biologist 
and pilot count all waterfowl and 
wetlands along established survey 
routes by flying low-level aerial 
surveys from a fixed-wing plane. 
The survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
nesting activity of mallards. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews who also 
count waterfowl along some of the 
same survey routes. These data are 
then used to correct for birds not 
seen by the aerial crew.

CANADA GEESE
This year’s Canada goose popu-

lation was estimated at 244,000 
geese, which was similar to last 
year’s estimate of 250,000 geese. 
This does not include an addi-
tional estimated 17,500 breeding 
Canada geese in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area.

“Although this year’s popula-
tion estimate is similar to last 
year’s estimate, goose production, 
or the number of goslings that 
hatch, will be better than last year” 
Cordts said. “This year’s colder 
than normal temperatures delayed 
some goose nesting, particularly in 
the northern portions of the state.”

The number of breeding Canada 
geese in the state is estimated via 
a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese in April. The sur-
vey, which includes most of the 
state except for the Twin Cities 
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metropolitan area, counts Canada 
geese on randomly selected plots 
located in prairie, transition and 
forested areas.

“Although colder than normal, 
the lack of snowfall in April this 
spring allowed geese to begin 
nesting only about a week later 
than normal” Cordts said. “How-
ever, more nests were initiated this 
year than in spring of 2013, when 
snow remained on the ground in 
many parts of Minnesota well into 
May and goose production should 
be about average to slightly below 
average this year.”

The DNR will announce this 
fall’s waterfowl hunting regula-
tions later this summer. :See the 
Minnesota waterfowl report on-
line.

Ruffed grouse counts 
see increase, possibly 

signaling uptrend
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse 

spring drumming counts were 
significantly higher than last year 
across most of the bird’s range, 
according to a survey conducted 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources.:

“Ruffed grouse drums increased 
34 percent from the previous year, 
with the increase happening in the 
northern part of the state” said 
Charlotte Roy, DNR grouse project 
leader. “This may signal the start 
of an upswing in the grouse cycle 
that since 2009 has been in the 
declining phase.”

The increase is consistent with 
changes typical of the 10-year 
grouse cycle. The most recent peak 
in drum counts occurred in 2009. 
The cycle is less pronounced in 
the more southern regions of the 
state, near the edge of the ruffed 
grouse range.

Drumming is a low sound pro-
duced by males as they beat their 
wings rapidly and in increasing 
frequency to signal the location of 
their territory. Drumming displays 

also attract females that are ready 
to begin nesting.

Compared to last year’s survey, 
2014 survey results for ruffed 
grouse indicated increases in the 
northeast survey region, which is 
the core of grouse range in Min-
nesota, from 0.9 drums per stop 
in 2013 to 1.3 in 2014. Drumming 
counts in the northwest increased 
from 0.7 drums per stop in 2013 
to 1.2 in 2014. Drumming counts 
did not increase in the central 
hardwoods or southeast, with an 
average of 0.8 and 0.3 drums per 
stop, respectively.

Ruffed grouse populations, 
which tend to rise and fall on a 
10-year cycle, are surveyed by 
counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming 
on established routes throughout 
the state’s forested regions. This 
year observers recorded 1.1 drums 
per stop statewide. The averages 
during 2012 and 2013 were 1.0 and 
0.9, respectively. Counts vary from 
about 0.6 drums per stop during 
years of low grouse abundance 
to about 2.0 during years of high 
abundance.

Drumming counts are an indica-
tor of the ruffed grouse breeding 
population. The number of birds 
present during the fall hunting 
season also depends upon nesting 
success and chick survival during 
the spring and summer.

Minnesota frequently is the 
nation’s top ruffed grouse pro-
ducer. On average, 115,000 hunters 
harvest 545,000 ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota each year, also making 
it the state’s most popular game 
bird. During the peak years of 
1971 and 1989, hunters harvested 
more than 1 million ruffed grouse. 
Michigan and Wisconsin, which 
frequently field more hunters than 
Minnesota, round out the top three 
states in ruffed grouse harvest.

One reason for Minnesota’s 
status as a top grouse producer is 
an abundance of aspen and other 
ruffed grouse habitat, much of it 

located on county, state and na-
tional forests, where public hunt-
ing is allowed. An estimated 11.5 
million of the state’s 16.3 million 
acres of forest are grouse habitat.

For the past 65 years, DNR biolo-
gists have monitored ruffed grouse 
populations. This year,‚Ä®DNR 
staff and cooperators from 11 or-
ganizations surveyed 121 routes 
across the state.

Sharp-tailed grouse counts stay 
steady‚Ä®Statewide sharp-tailed 
grouse counts were higher in 2014 
than in 2013, Roy said, although 
changes were not significant at the 
regional level. Observers look for 
male sharptails displaying on tra-
ditional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. This year’s 
statewide average of 9.8 grouse 
counted per dancing ground was 
similar to the long-term average 
since 1980. The 2009 average of 
13.6 was as high as during any 
year since 1980. During the last 
25 years, the sharp-tailed grouse 
index has been as low as seven 
birds counted per dancing ground.

Overall, sharptail populations 
have declined in some areas as 
a result of habitat deterioration. 
In recent years, the DNR has in-
creased prescribed burning and 
shearing that keep trees from 
overtaking the open brush lands 
that sharp-tailed grouse need to 
thrive.: This habitat management 
is important for healthy sharp-
tailed grouse populations.

The DNR’s 2014 grouse survey 
report, which contains informa-
tion on ruffed grouse and sharp-
tailed grouse, will be available 
soon online.

Prairie chicken hunt 
lottery opens July 1

Starting July 1, hunters can enter 
a lottery for one of 126 permits 
available for the 2014 Minnesota 
prairie chicken season.:

Applications are available wher-
ever Minnesota Department of 
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Natural Resources hunting and 
fishing licenses are sold. The dead-
line is Friday, Aug. 15.

“Having a prairie chicken hunt 
raises awareness of this unique 
species and how heavily these 
birds rely on healthy prairies and 
grasslands” said Steve Merchant, 
DNR wildlife populations and 
regulations manager. “Having 
hunters take an interest in prai-
rie chickens is beneficial because 
prairie conservation and prairie 
chickens go hand in hand.”

The nine-day prairie chicken 
season, which will begin on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27, is open to Minne-
sota residents only. Hunters will 
be charged a $4 application fee 
and may apply individually or in 
groups up to four. Prairie chicken 
licenses cost $23. Apply at any 
DNR license agent; the DNR Li-
cense Center, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul; online or by telephone at 
888-665-4236. An additional fee is 
charged for Internet and phone 
orders.

The hunt will be conducted in 
11 prairie chicken quota areas 
in west-central Minnesota be-
tween St. Hilaire in the north and 
Breckenridge in the south. Up to 
20 percent of the permits in each 
area will be issued to landown-
ers or tenants of 40 acres or more 
of prairie or grassland property 
within the permit area for which 
they applied.

The season bag limit is two prai-
rie chickens per hunter. Licensed 
prairie chicken hunters will be al-
lowed to take sharp-tailed grouse 
while legally hunting prairie 
chickens.

Sharptails and prairie chickens 
are similar looking species. The 
general closure on taking sharp-
tailed grouse by small game hunt-
ers in this area is to protect prairie 
chickens. Licensed prairie chicken 
hunters who want to take sharp-
tails must meet all regulations and 
licensing requirements for taking 
sharp-tailed grouse.

In 2013, an estimated 96 prairie 
chickens were harvested, with 60 
percent of hunters taking at least 
one bird. Hunter success varies 
considerably from year-to-year, 
especially when poor weather 
prevents hunters from going out 
in the field.

“Prairie chickens need large 
tracts of native prairie and grass-
lands, but unfortunately prairie 
conservation is challenging” said 
Merchant. “That’s why the DNR 
has been a partner along with the 
Minnesota Prairie Chicken Soci-
ety, The Nature Conservancy and 
numerous others in developing 
and implementing the Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan. This 
plan aims to protect Minnesota’s 
remaining native prairie, and re-
store and manage grasslands, and 
the prairie chicken should benefit 
as a result.”

For more information on the 
prairie chicken, search “prairie 
chicken” at the DNR’s rare species 
guide. Find more information on 
the Minnesota Prairie Conserva-
tion plan online.

MISSISSIPPI
Duck Breeding 

Populations Increase 
Again in 2014 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and Canadian Wildlife Service 
recently completed their annual 
waterfowl population surveys 
on the breeding grounds in the 
northern United States and Ca-
nadian provinces. :These surveys 
monitor waterfowl populations 
and critical wetland habitats, 
which are used to help set hunt-
ing season frameworks. :Overall, 
North American breeding duck 
populations increased 8 percent 
from 2013 estimates to just over 
49 million birds. 

Population estimates for eight 
of the ten surveyed duck species 
increased this year. :Mallard num-

bers increased 5 percent from last 
year to 10.9 million birds. :Ameri-
can wigeon, gadwall, and green-
winged teal populations showed 
the greatest increases (18 percent, 
14 percent, and 13 percent, re-
spectively). :Scaup, redhead, and 
northern shoveler populations 
increased as well. :Northern pin-
tails (-3 percent) and canvasbacks 
(-13 percent) were the only species 
that demonstrated a decrease in 
numbers. :

:
The 2014 May pond count in-

creased 4 percent to 7.1 million 
ponds. :”Although wetland condi-
tions in the breeding grounds were 
good again this year, we are still 
experiencing a decline in grass-
land nesting habitat in both the 
United States and Canada, which 
is extremely important for nesting 
waterfowl” said James Callicutt, 
MDWFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist. :Houston Havens, MD-
WFP Waterfowl Program Leader, 
commented, “Even with breed-
ing duck populations at record 
numbers, hunters in Mississippi 
need to remember that many fac-
tors contribute to whether or not 
these birds show up here in mass.” 
:Fall and winter weather, as well 
as wetland habitat conditions on 
the wintering grounds will play 
a major role in duck migrations, 
which will ultimately determine 
the success of Mississippi’s duck 
hunters.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, 
visit our website at:www.mdwfp.
com/waterfowl:or call us at (601) 
432-2199

MISSOURI
MDC urges pet owners 
in Columbia area to be 

watchful of coyotes
Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 

courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.
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The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) says it’s 
important to be attentive to pets 
in areas where coyotes have been 
spotted or are known to live.

“This summer, the MDC region-
al office in Columbia has received 
a higher-than-average number 
of calls from citizens who have 
spotted coyotes in their neigh-
borhoods” said MDC Wildlife 
Regional Supervisor John George. 
“While it is not unusual, we would 
like to remind folks to be aware 
and practice vigilance with regard 
to their pets.”

Similar in looks to a German 
shepherd dog, coyotes prefer open 
country rather than dense forests. 
However, unlike many other kinds 
of wildlife, coyotes adapt particu-
larly well around human develop-
ment and will coexist with people 
in many places. These areas can 
include municipal parks and other 
urban green space, golf courses, 
cemeteries, suburban wooded 
common areas, and even within 
subdivisions themselves.

“Conflicts can sometimes oc-
cur between humans and these 
wild canines, particularly when it 
comes to small pets” George says. 
“Coyotes have been known, on 
occasion, to attack and kill small 
dogs and cats.”

However, George says having 
coyotes in your neighborhood or 
backyard is not necessarily cause 
for alarm. In fact, coyotes should 
be treated like any other animal 
that could potentially become a 
nuisance.

According to MDC Wildlife 
Damage Biologist Daryl Damron 
there are a few simple things 
people can do to help minimize 
potential conflicts with coyotes.

“Just remember food, fear and 
vigilance” Damron says.

First, people should make sure 
their yard or property has no 
food sources readily available to 
coyotes. If a coyote easily finds 
food someone has inadvertently 

provided, then they develop a 
dependency on these easy food 
sources. Damron suggests that dog 
and cat owners not leave pet food 
outside, to securely cover all trash 
cans, and to put out trash contain-
ers as close to pick up time as 
possible.‚Ä®Homeowners should 
also consider their bird feeders. 
According to Damron, coyotes are 
usually not interested in the bird 
food, but rather what is attracted 
to that food.

“Bird feeders attract rodents, 
especially squirrels, which in turn 
attract coyotes” Damron says. “Try 
and pull those feeders in at night 
to discourage other animals from 
feasting on the seed. Or, don’t feed 
birds in the summer months, as 
they have plenty of natural for-
age.”

Fear is another tool people can 
use to deter a coyote. If a coyote 
should approach or be seen in 
the yard, Damron suggest doing 
everything possible to make it feel 
unwelcome.

“Scream, make loud, threaten-
ing noises, throw rocks or spray 
your garden hose” Damron says. 
“Anything you can do to make 
the coyotes experience unpleas-
ant, the less likely it will return to 
your home.”

Finally, pet owners should ex-
ercise vigilance when it comes to 
their pet.

“Pet owners should not leave 
their pets outside unattended, es-
pecially during the hours of dusk, 
nighttime and dawn. These are the 
periods coyotes are most active” 
Damron says.

Many people enjoy their encoun-
ters with coyotes and, by taking a 
few common sense precautions, 
avoid the negative impacts coyotes 
might otherwise cause.

“Because they often feed on 
smaller animals including squir-
rels, rabbits, moles, and ground-
hogs, coyotes can be a very ben-
eficial neighbor” Damron says. 
“They help control these common 

nuisance critters.”
To learn more about coyotes visit 

mdc.mo.gov and search “coyote.” 
For a free brochure on dealing 
with nuisance coyotes, write to: 
Controlling Conflicts with Urban 
Coyotes in Missouri, PO Box 180, 
Jefferson City, MO 65102, or e-mail 
pubstaff@mdc.mo.gov.

MDC offers effective 
wingshooting workshop 
in Kirksville on August 

16

Please Credit “Courtesy Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion”

Hunters have long been leaders 
in conservation, helping Missouri 
develop regulations, improve 
habitat and control wildlife popu-
lations. The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) invites mi-
gratory and upland bird hunters 
to hone their skills at an effective 
wingshooting clinic starting at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 16, at the 
MDC Northeast Regional Office 
in Kirksville. The workshop is free, 
but participants need to register 
by August 8.

Participants will learn about 
wounding rates in waterfowl, per-
formance differences of non-toxic 
vs. lead shot, how to select the best 
ammunition and choke for game 
birds and hunting conditions, gen-
eral information on the latest non-
toxic shotgun ammunition, and 
how to sharpen shotgun shooting 
skills including improving range 
and target distance estimation. 
Participants will also learn the lat-
est in shotgun patterning and how 
to pick the best load for your gun.

“This workshop is an excellent 
opportunity for hunters to learn 
how to use non-toxic shot effec-
tively and with confidence, which 
can save game birds and wildlife 
from lead poisoning, especially 
in wetland areas” said MDC Out-
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door Skills Specialist Rob Garver. 
“In addition to boosting your 
wingshooting performance and 
conservation results, the Effec-
tive Wingshooting for the Hunter 
workshop can help you save 
money on expenses--fewer wasted 
shells mean more money in your 
pocket!”

The workshop will also cover 
the characteristics of steel shot. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
require the use of non-toxic steel 
shot on waterfowl hunting areas. 
It is also mandatory on many Con-
servation Department areas used 
for upland game bird hunting.

The course will demonstrate 
how steel can be just as effective 
as lead. Steel shot simply re-
quires greater shooting precision 
compared to lead because steel 
produces a smaller, more compact 
pattern.

“If you know how it acts and 
performs” said Garver, referring 
to steel shot, “you’re going to be a 
much better hunter.”

Participants should bring their 
hunting shotguns, choke tubes, 
and non-toxic ammunition if they 
wish to pattern their guns; eye 
and ear protection for use on a 
shooting range; a stool or chair; 
and a sack lunch and drink. Clay 
targets and non-toxic 12 and 20 
gauge practice ammunition will 
be provided.

This free workshop is open 
to adults age 18 or over. For 
more information or to register, 
send an e-mail to Robert.Garver@
mdc.mo.gov or call 660-785-2420.
‚Ä®The Northeast Regional Office 
is located just south of Kirksville 
on Highway 63.

For more information about 
this and other Discover Nature 
programs available in Northeast 
Missouri, visit mdc.mo.gov/re-
gions/northeast.

2014 dove, teal seasons 
set

Hunters of early-migrating 
gamebirds can mark their calen-
dars now. The Missouri Conserva-
tion Commission has approved 
the following early migratory bird 
hunting seasons and limits:

Mourning doves, Eurasian col-
lared doves, and white-winged 
doves: Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 (70 
days), with limits of 15 daily and 
45 in possession (combined total 
for all three species).Blue-winged 
teal, green-winged teal, and cin-
namon teal: The blue-winged teal 
(BWT) is the primary species har-
vested during this early hunting 
season. For this reason, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service bases 
teal hunting regulations on an 
annual survey of BWT numbers 
on the birds’ nesting grounds. 
Survey data are not available 
until mid-summer, so each year 
the Conservation Commission ap-
proves season dates contingent on 
survey results. If the BWT breed-
ing population index is below 
3.3 million, the season is closed. 
If the BWT breeding population 
index is at least 3.3 million but 
fewer than 4.7 million, this year’s 
season will be Sept. 6 through 14 
(nine days). If the BWT breeding 
population index is 4.7 million or 
greater, the season will be Sept. 6 
through 21 (16 days). If there is an 
early teal season, the limits will be 
six daily and 18 in possession.Sora 
and Virginia rails: Sept. 1 through 
Nov. 9 (70 days), with a daily limit 
of 25 and a possession limit of 75 
(combined total for both species).
Wilson’s (common) snipe: Sept. 1 
through Dec. 16 (107 days), with a 
daily limit of eight and a posses-
sion limit of 24.American wood-
cock: Oct. 15 through Nov. 28 (45 
days), with a daily limit of three 
and a possession limit of nine.

Additional details about early 
migratory bird hunting regula-
tions will be published in the 2014 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest. 

The publication will be available 
from hunting permit vendors later 
this summer and online at www.
mdc.mo.gov.

Help quail and other 
wildlife by limiting 
recreational mowing

Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 
courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Recreational mowing has devel-
oped into an annual spring and 
summer activity without much 
thought of the cost to wildlife 
populations.

Recreational mowing is the 
urge one gets after spring green 
up to hop on the tractor and 
cut everything, ensuring every 
uncropped acre is looking like a 
well-manicured golf course. The 
problem with this is that is coin-
cides with the peak nesting sea-
sons of the northern bobwhite, the 
wild turkey and many non-game 
upland nesting birds. It is also the 
same time that white-tailed deer 
and cottontail rabbits are bearing 
young. In southeast Missouri, 
the peak nesting season is May 1 
through July 15.

Recreational mowing promotes 
thick stands of annual grasses such 
as fescue, brome, and Johnson 
grass, which impedes the move-
ment of wildlife, reduces food sup-
plies and increases the chance of 
hypothermia on cool damp morn-
ings. Recreational mowing also 
increases predation opportunities, 
destroys nests, kills fawns and 
rabbits and reduces bare ground 
for dusting.:Recreational mowing 
creates a “dead zone” for wildlife.

Unfortunately for quail, people 
prefer mowed grass. Often mow-
ing is done for appearance or 
access. Some landowners like 
mowed paths to walk along while 
hunting. Others just see an un-
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mowed area as a sign of a poor 
farming practice, or they think 
summer mowing will help control 
woody sprouts. Actually, summer 
mowing only cuts off the top of the 
sprout, leaving sharp spikes for 
ATV and truck tires. In a year or 
two the sprouts will be right back.

Consider the following alterna-
tives, which benefit wildlife, be-
fore starting up the mower:

Don’t mow field edges.
If you must mow, try to delay 

any mowing until September, well 
after the nesting season.

Mow no shorter than one foot 
tall to provide adequate overhead 
cover for quail and turkey during 
the winter.

Mow once in the fall and once in 
early spring.

There’s no need for a 30-foot-
wide path if you only need a 
10-foot path to drive along.

Instead of mowing, create a long, 
linear food plot or native grass or 
clover and lespedeza mixed bor-
der around the edge of the field for 
easy travel for you and a depend-
able food source and brooding 
cover for quail and turkey.

Relocate your field road at least 
70 feet away from the “edge” of 
the field, because the “edge” is the 
most productive area for wildlife 
reproduction.

These practices help support the 
five essential cover-type needs of 
bobwhite quail: nesting, brooding, 
feeding, dusting and escape cover. 
Quail nests are frequently located 
within 50 feet of an edge, so these 
cover types must be in close 
proximity to each other. Bobwhite 
quail and other wildlife require a 
proper mix of early successional 
vegetation to form those habitat 
requirements. However, too much 
of any one of these components 
results in a deficiency in another 
and reduces the overall quality of 
the edge.

The next time you start up the 

mower, think twice before you 
create a “dead zone” on your farm. 
Mowing field edges will likely 
destroy some of your best habitat 
and create future management 
problems. Avoid the urge to mow 
whole fields or any mowing dur-
ing the nesting season. Remember, 
a considerable amount of quail 
nesting still occurs in August and 
September when most people be-
lieve it is alright to start mowing.

MU football player 
holding online auction 
for new duck blind at 

Eagle Bluffs CA
This content is archived
Photos
Mizzou Football Jersey

Please Credit “Courtesy Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion”

Jim Burge loves football and 
duck hunting. In the fall, and 
when time allows, the University 
of Missouri (MU) senior defensive 
lineman (#91) can often be found 
at one of his favorite spots in the 
area: Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
Area.

Since January, Burge has been 
interning at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation (MDC) 
Columbia regional office. A Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism major, 
Burge spent the 2012 spring se-
mester learning about MDC. As 
part of his semester internship, 
Burge has a project requirement 
to fulfill.

While enjoying an afternoon at 
Eagle Bluffs, it occurred to Burge it 
would be nice to have a duck blind 
for any hunter to use.

“I came up with the idea to con-
struct a duck blind for my semes-
ter internship project” Burge said. 
“I not only wanted to give back to 

the Conservation Department, but 
I want to enhance the duck hunt-
ing experience for other local duck 
hunters at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge spoke with Eagle Bluffs 
Wildlife Biologist Vic Bogosian III 
about raising funds and building 
a duck blind in the area. Bogosian 
agreed a new duck blind would 
be a welcomed addition to Eagle 
Bluffs’ hunting program and ex-
pand the hunting opportunities 
in the area. Currently there are 
two ADA-accessible duck blinds 
available at Eagle Bluffs.

To raise the necessary funds to 
construct a new duck blind, Burge 
is to holding an online auction on 
eBay May 12: 20. He will be auc-
tioning three autographed official 
Missouri football game jerseys 
and three autographed footballs 
from the 2012 University of Mis-
souri football team. All proceeds 
are being donated to the Missouri 
Conservation Heritage Founda-
tion and will be dedicated to this 
specific project.

All items will be available for 
bid till noon on Sunday, May 20. 
To access the items, go to www.
ebay.com:and search for Mizzou 
football autographed jersey or 
autographed Mizzou football. All 
six item descriptions have the tag 
Blind for the Bluffs.

“I think Jim’s project is a good 
example of how invested our local 
community is in Eagle Bluffs, and 
not just duck hunters” Bogosian 
said. “Here we have a young man 
who is taking the initiative on his 
own to solicit funds for our wa-
terfowl program at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge grew up duck hunting 
near his hometown of Houston, 
Texas. Upon arriving in Columbia, 
he was hoping to fit in some duck 
hunting between football practice 
and school. “I don’t have a lot 
of spare time, especially during 
football season” Burge said. “But, 
when I can find the time, I like to 
get to Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
area as much as possible.”
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Hunting on public lands was 
something new for Burge. “I grew 
up hunting private lands in Texas” 
he said. “I had never even thought 
about hunting on public lands till 
I came to MU. Since I’m not from 
around here, I wasn’t sure where I 
should go. Then, I was told about 
Eagle Bluffs. I was blown away 
by all the public hunting oppor-
tunities MDC provides, and Eagle 
Bluffs has definitely become my 
favorite.”

Burge says his semester with 
MDC has motivated him to work 
in conservation upon graduation 
in December 2012. “I would ulti-
mately love to go back to Texas 
and work with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, or working for MDC 
would be pretty cool too” said 
Burge.

Eagle Bluffs conservation area is 
a 4,431-acre area located six miles 
southwest of Columbia on Route 
K. The area’s 17 wetland pools 
allow the flooding of 1,100 acres 
of moist soil marshes, emergent 
marshes, and crop fields. These 
marshes provide year-round habi-
tat for migrating and wintering 
birds and permanent wildlife, 
along with excellent wildlife view-
ing and hunting opportunities. For 
more information on Eagle Bluffs, 
visit mdc.mo.gov

NEBRASKA
Commissioners to 

Consider Waterfowl 
Amendments

The Nebraska Game and Parks 
Board of Commissioners will 
consider amendments to youth 
waterfowl and early teal season 
regulations when they meet July 
11 in Niobrara.

The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. 
at the Niobrara State Park group 
lodge, 89261 522 Ave.

The commissioners also will 
consider:

- increasing the cost of some non-
resident deer and turkey permits 
between 3 and 11 percent;

- adding language regarding 
the eligibility of fall youth turkey 
hunters that would copy the same 
requirements for spring youth 
turkey hunters. The new language 
states that youth must be age 15 
and under, and that youth age 
16 may hunt on youth fall turkey 
permits provided they are age 15 
when they apply and provided 
they are age 15 on the opening day 
of the season of the calendar year;

- passing a regulation that bans 
the possession or use of explosive 
or incendiary targets while target 
shooting on wildlife management 
areas.

Prescribed Burn 
Conference in Kearney 

on July 14
Learn burning techniques and 

hear success stories in land man-
agement at a prescribed burn 
conference July 14 in Kearney. The 
event is from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Holiday Inn.

This conference will bring land-
owners and fire professionals 
together to discuss the challenges 
and successes of prescribed burn-
ing. There will be presentations on: 
objectives and monitoring burn 
strategies, ranchers’ perspective 
and economics, complex burn lay-
outs, range health, and ecological 
objective of prescribed burning. 
The event will end with a social, 
banquet and speaker.

For more information or to 
register, visit OutdoorNebraska.
ne.gov/NebRxBurn or contact 
Harlan Grunden at 308-367-7479 
or hgrunden@curtis-ne.com.

Bobwhite Quail Initiative Habi-
tat Tour Scheduled

Landowners and other inter-

ested parties are invited to attend 
a tour highlighting habitat needs 
and management techniques for 
bobwhite quail and pollinators 
on June 11.

The event starts at 11 a.m. at the 
Alexandria Community Center on 
the east side of Nebraska Hwy. 53 
in Alexandria.

This event includes informa-
tion about the National Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative, quail 
habitat needs, and management 
techniques to increase quail num-
bers. A tour of public and private 
land sites to show different habitat 
types and management techniques 
to improve quail habitat will fol-
low a free lunch.

The Bobwhite Quail Initiative 
is a joint effort of the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, 
Quail Forever, Pheasants Forever, 
Nebraska landowners, and re-
source and conservation partners 
aiming to increase the populations 
by creating and enhancing habitat 
in focus areas.

To register, call Kelsey Drey at 
402-471-1755 or Jake Holt at 402-
471-5413. The registration dead-
line is June 10.

NEVADA
Applications Due for 

Dove Hunt at Overton 
WMA

Opening day of the 2014 mourn-
ing dove season is still two months 
away, but those hunters who 
would like to spend opening day 
and the first weekend of the season 
at the Overton Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (OWMA) have only 
until July 9 to submit their reserva-
tion applications for those days. 

Applications must be received 
at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) Headquarters 
Office in Reno, 1100 Valley Rd., 
Reno, NV 89512 no later than 5 
p.m., July 9, and must be delivered 
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only through a postal service. A 
public drawing will be conducted 
at 10 a.m., July 30 at that same 
location. Only complete and leg-
ible applications will be included 
in the reservation drawing, and 
successful applicants will receive 
their confirmation by return mail.

Hunters can find and print the 
reservation application form on-
line at www.ndow.org. The file is 
located in the Applications section 
under the Hunting tab on the main 
page. Just click on “Applications” 
and scroll down the page to the 
section entitled Overton Dove 
Hunt and download the applica-
tion. Paper applications will also 
be available at the NDOW offices 
in Las Vegas and Henderson. The 
addresses are 4747 Vegas Drive 
and 744 Racetrack Road respec-
tively.

The reservation only dove hunt 
zone is described in regulation as 
the Moapa Valley Portion of the 
Wildlife Management Area and 
has a maximum capacity of 60 
hunters during the opening day 
and first weekend of the dove sea-
son. Opening day of the 2014 dove 
season is Monday, Sept. 1 and the 
opening weekend is Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 6 & 7.

The purpose of the reservation 
system is to reduce overcrowding 
and provide a quality hunting 
experience. Only those hunters 
with a valid hunt reservation will 
be allowed to hunt on the Moapa 
Valley Portion of the OWMA. 
Any vacancies will be filled by 
stand-by hunters on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conserva-

tion in Nevada by purchasing a 
hunting, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE

National Hunting 
& Fishing Day N.H. 

Sporting Expo: Sept. 20, 
2014, in Concord

The New Hampshire Sport-
ing Expo is a great chance to get 
geared up for the fall hunting 
and fishing seasons. You’ll have 
a chance to visit more than 50 
exhibits featuring hunting and 
fishing-related products and ser-
vices. Meet hunting experts and 
guides.: See the latest gear and 
enjoy demos and hands-on activi-
ties, including: 

Archery and air rifle ranges 
Hunting gear and accessories: 

from guns to decoys to scents and 
calls 

Pointing dog and retriever dem-
onstrations 

Turkey calling 
Taxidermy exhibits 
Fly-tying demonstrations 
Display of the N.H. state record 

buck 
Every year, the Expo includes 

a giant raffle to benefit the Wild-
life Heritage Foundation of New 
Hampshire, featuring outdoor 
gear from firearms to hand-tied 
flies!

The 2014 Sporting Expo will host 
the unveiling of the limited edition 
commemorative firearms being 
produced to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the N.H. Fish and 
Game Department in 2015.: The 
heritage of the Department dates 
back to 1865.

The Expo is a rain or shine 
event.: A food concession will be 

available. 
The National Hunting and Fish-

ing Day New Hampshire Sporting 
Expo is sponsored by the Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation of New 
Hampshire.

Exhibitors interested in being 
part of the Expo may contact Mark 
Beauchesne at Mark.Beauchesne@
wildlife.nh.gov or 603-271-6355.

NEW MEXICO

Aerial Survey Shows 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 

Population Increased 20 
Percent in 2014‚

Ä®Biologists Note Regional 
Populations Fluctuate, Empha-
size Value of Improved Habitat 
‚Ä®‚Ä®The third annual less-
er prairie-chicken aerial survey 
shows a nearly 20 percent increase 
in the bird’s range-wide popula-
tion, up from an estimated 18,747 
birds in 2013 to 22,415 this year. 
While wildlife biologists are en-
couraged by the increase, they 
note that prairie-chicken num-
bers can fluctuate up and down 
from year to year, mainly due to 
grassland habitat conditions in-
fluenced by rainfall.‚Ä®‚Ä®The 
range-wide increase was not 
evenly spread across the bird’s 
four habitat regions distributed 
among five states‚ÄîColorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. The mixed grass prairie 
region showed the biggest gain, a 
region that includes the northeast 
Texas Panhandle, northwestern 
Oklahoma and south central Kan-
sas, an area where more rain pro-
duced better prairie habitat. The 
sand sagebrush region in south-
western Kansas, southeastern 
Colorado and the northwestern 
Oklahoma panhandle, where per-
sistent drought continues to take a 
toll, showed a significant popula-
tion decline.‚Ä®‚Ä®”Just as with 
last year’s population decrease, 



51
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

we shouldn’t read too much into 
short-term fluctuations over one 
or two years” said Bill Van Pelt, 
WAFWA grassland coordinator. 
“What these numbers show is the 
importance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part of 
the lesser prairie-chicken’s range, 
allowing populations to respond 
to better conditions. This popu-
lation response underscores the 
importance of implementing the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-
wide Conservation Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”‚Ä®‚Ä®Companies, 
landowners, farmers and ranchers 
that did not enroll by the federal 
listing deadline of May 12 may 
still enroll in the range-wide plan 
and receive regulatory assurances 
their operations can continue un-
der an accompanying Certificate 
of Participation. Participating 
companies pay enrollment fees, 
allowing them to continue oil 
and gas production under certain 
restrictions while providing funds 
to conserve prairie chicken habitat. 
As of early June, about 160 oil, 
gas, wind, electric and pipeline 
companies had enrolled about 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 million 
for habitat conservation over the 
next three years. Enrollment fees 
are deposited with WAFWA and 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts by private landowners to 
benefit the lesser prairie-chicken in 
the five state region.‚Ä®‚Ä®West 
Ecosystems, Inc. of Laramie, WY 
is the contractor conducting the 
lesser prairie-chicken aerial sur-
vey effort. Begun in 2012, it is the 
first large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie-
chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range, 
which is then used to estimate the 
population. The survey is a collab-
orative effort involving WAFWA’s 

Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate 
Working Group and is funded 
through industry enrollment 
fees, state wildlife agencies, and 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.‚Ä®‚Ä®Organized in 1922, 
the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, spanning from Alaska 
to Texas and Saskatchewan to 
Hawaii - an area covering nearly 
3.7 million square miles of some 
of North America’s most wild 
and scenic country, inhabited by 
over 1500 premier wildlife spe-
cies.‚Ä®‚Ä®More information, 
including the range-wide plan, is 
available on the WAFWA website 
at www.wafwa.org.

Unprecedented Effort 
Protects Prairie Chicken 

Habitat in Five States
Nearly 14 million acres now en-

rolled under various Lesser Prairie 
Chicken conservation agreements

The May 12 listing of the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken as a threatened 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act helped fuel a surge in 
oil and gas company enrollments 
to conserve the species under 
special agreements spearheaded 
by the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA). 
To date, 160 oil, gas, wind, electric 
and pipeline companies have en-
rolled about 9 million acres across 
the five states that contain habitat 
for the bird’s survival, committing 
more than $43 million for habitat 
conservation over the next three 
years.

WAFWA’s Lesser Prairie Chick-
en Range-wide Conservation Plan 
as well as the Candidate Conserva-
tion Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA) provided landowners 
and industry with options to re-
ceive regulatory assurance after 
the listing went into effect. The 
plan and CCAA were developed 
by state wildlife agency experts 
in 2013 with input from a wide 

variety of stakeholders.
The five range states are Colo-

rado, Kansas, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, and Texas. Companies, 
landowners, farmers and ranchers 
that did not enroll by the listing 
deadline of May 12 may still enroll 
in the plan and receive regulatory 
assurance under an accompanying 
Certificate of Participation. The 
companies are required to pay 
enrollment fees and these credits 
allow the companies to continue 
oil and gas production under 
certain restrictions while provid-
ing funds to mitigate impacts on 
prairie chicken habitat.

These enrollments complement 
other voluntary conservation 
agreements that have been un-
derway for several years in parts 
of the species’ range. Voluntary 
ranching CCAA’s have been avail-
able in Texas, Oklahoma and New 
Mexico and many landowners 
have chosen to participate in this 
manner. More than 3 million acres 
of private land has been enrolled 
across the three states, including 
about 400,000 acres enrolled by the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation, nearly 675,000 acres 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and nearly 2 million 
acres by the Center of Excellence 
in New Mexico. By undertaking 
voluntary conservation measures 
such as brush control, grazing 
management, and prescribed 
burning on their property, land-
owners are assured that no further 
land use restrictions or conditions 
will be required of them in the 
wake of the species’ listing. In ad-
dition, the Center of Excellence has 
enrolled another 1.9 million acres 
of oil and gas lease under separate 
conservation agreements in New 
Mexico.

“The enrollment of nearly 14 
million acres in these various 
conservation agreements to ben-
efit the lesser prairie chicken is 
an extraordinary achievement. 
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Private landowners and industry 
are critical partners in our collec-
tive efforts to conserve this iconic 
grassland bird” said Carter Smith, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife execu-
tive director who also serves as 
president of WAFWA. “Our focus 
now is to continue implementing 
the plan, recover the species, and 
facilitate the bird’s removal from 
the federal threatened species list. 
In that regard, we appreciate the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
commitment to and support for 
using the range-wide plan as a 
blueprint for recovery.”

Enrollment fees are being de-
posited with WAFWA and will be 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts that will benefit the lesser 
prairie chicken in the five state 
region.

“The oil and gas industry has 
demonstrated overwhelming sup-
port for the Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Range-wide Conservation Plan” 
said Ben Shepperd, president of 
the Permian Basin Petroleum As-
sociation. “The industry should 
be lauded for doing their part in 
this important initiative and we 
appreciate the leadership of the 
Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies in developing a 
plan that works for industry, land-
owners and the prairie chicken.”

Organized in 1922, the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (WAFWA) represents 
23 states and Canadian provinces, 
spanning from Alaska to Texas 
and Saskatchewan to Hawaii - an 
area covering nearly 3.7 million 
square miles of some of North 
America’s most wild and scenic 
country, inhabited by over 1500 
premier wildlife species.

For more information about 
WAFWA: http://www.wafwa.
org/‚Ä®‚Ä®For more information 
about the conservation efforts of 
the Center of Excellence: http://
www.cehmm.org/conservation

NEW YORK

DEC Announces 
Falconry, Wildlife 
Rehabilitator And 

Leashed Tracking Dog 
Examinations

Exams Slated for Aug. 8; Exam 
Applications Due July 25

Examinations for individuals 
seeking a license to practice the 
sport of falconry, become a vol-
unteer wildlife rehabilitator or 
use leashed tracking dogs to find 
wounded or injured big game 
animals are scheduled for Friday, 
Aug. 8, the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) announced today.

The exams run from 10 a.m. to 
noon at most DEC regional offices 
across the state, with the excep-
tion of the regional office in Stony 
Brook, which will host the exams 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The list of 
DEC Regional offices can be found 
on the DEC website. The deadline 
for registering to take any of these 
exams is July 25. Exam registration 
forms can be found on the DEC 
website. There is no charge to take 
any of the written exams.

Apprentice Falconry License
Falconry has a rich history and 

tradition throughout the world. 
Falconry is a demanding sport 
which requires a significant com-
mitment in time and effort. The 
novice must be prepared to accept 
the responsibility that is part of 
falconry. Apprentices are limited 
to possessing one bird, either an 
American kestrel or a red-tailed 
hawk.

A falconry study guide and ex-
amination manual are available at 
no cost on the DEC website. The 
cost of a five-year falconry license 
is $40.

To qualify for the Apprentice 
Falconry license, applicants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam;

be at least 14 years of age;
possess a valid New York State 

hunting license, which authorizes 
the hunting of small-game, and; ]

maintain DEC-approved facili-
ties for housing falconry raptors.

Wildlife Rehabilitator License
Wildlife rehabilitators provide 

the service of caring for injured, 
sick and orphaned wild animals, 
for the purpose of returning re-
habilitated animals to the wild. 
Prospective applicants are encour-
aged to gain experience by serv-
ing as an assistant to a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator.‚Ä®A wild-
life rehabilitator study guide and 
examination manual are available 
at no cost on the DEC website.

To qualify for the Wildlife Reha-
bilitation license, applicants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam;

be at least 16 years of age;
submit two character references 

along with their application, and;
be interviewed by DEC regional 

wildlife staff.
Leashed Tracking Dog Handler
Leashed tracking dog handlers 

use their dogs to track and recover 
dead, wounded or injured big 
game. Leashed tracking dog han-
dlers provide an invaluable ser-
vice in aiding hunters in locating 
wounded big game that otherwise 
may have gone unrecovered.‚Ä®A 
leashed tracking dog study guide 
is available at no cost on the DEC 
website. There is a $50 license fee 
for the five-year license, and a $25 
non-refundable application fee.

To qualify for a Leashed Track-
ing Dog Handler License, appli-
cants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam, and;

possess a valid New York State 
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hunting license, which authorizes 
the hunting of big-game.

To apply for any of these exams, 
visit the DEC Special Licenses Unit 
and complete an exam registration 
form. Completed forms can be 
sent by mail, fax or email to: NYS 
DEC Special Licenses Unit, 625 
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4752, 
Fax: 518-402-8925, Email: fwslu@
gw.dec.state.ny.us .

DEC Announces 
Tentative 2014-15 

Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons

Early Announcement Helps 
Hunters Plan Trips

The tentative schedule for many 
of New York’s 2014-15 migratory 
game bird seasons is now avail-
able, allowing sportsmen and 
sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance, New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens an-
nounced today. Tentative season 
dates for ducks, geese, woodcock, 
snipe and rails can be found on the 
DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces the 
tentative schedule so hunters can 
begin making plans for a safe and 
successful season” Commissioner 
Martens said, following along 
with Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Fishing and Hunting Initiative 
“Still, we always remind hunters 
to check the final dates, usually 
issued in late summer, before go-
ing afield.”

The final season dates, bag limits 
and other regulations for 2014-15 
migratory game bird hunting sea-
sons in New York will be posted 
on DEC’s website and announced 
by a statewide news release, once 
they are approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in late sum-
mer. Hunters should confirm the 
final season dates before going 
afield.

Hunting Season
Species
Western
Northeast
Lake‚Ä®Champlain
Southeast
Long‚Ä®Island
Youth Days
Oct 4 & 5
Sept 20 & 21
Sept 27 & 28
Sept 27 & 28
Nov 22 & 23
Ducks, Coots,‚Ä®Mergansers
Oct 18 - Dec 2‚Ä®Dec 27 - Jan 9
Oct 4 - Oct 19‚Ä®Nov 1 - Dec 14
TBD
Oct 11 - Oct 19‚Ä®Nov 8 - Dec 28
Nov 27 - Jan 25
Sea Ducks
same as above
same as above
same as above
same as above
Oct 17 - Jan 31c
Snow Geese
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Dec 29‚Ä®Jan 16 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Nov 24 - Mar 10
Brant
Oct 4 - Nov 22
Oct 4 - Nov 22
TBD
Oct 11 - Nov 29
Nov 27 - Nov 30‚Ä®Dec 11 - Jan 

25
Canada Goose‚Ä®Seasons
see map for Canada Goose Sea-

sons

Waterfowl Bag Limits
Species
Daily Limit
Possession Limit
Ducks*
6
18
Sea Ducks**
7
21
Coot
15
45
Canada geese #
see map
Snow geese
25
no limit
Brant
2
6

The tentative season dates were 
developed by a team of DEC staff 
representing all regions of the 
state, taking into consideration 
anticipated federal regulations for 
the coming year and recommen-
dations from Waterfowl Hunter 
Task Forces established by DEC 
for each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and it 
has been very helpful for setting 
seasons where hunter preferences 
are diverse. For more information 
about the task forces, go visit the 
DEC website.

The tentative season dates for 
the Lake Champlain Zone were 
not included because they will 
be determined by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board following 
public meetings likely to be held 
in August in Whitehall, N.Y. and 
Burlington, Vt. DEC encourages 
New York waterfowl hunters who 
frequent the Champlain Zone to 
attend one of these meetings; de-
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tails will be announced later this 
summer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to any 
DEC season-setting team member 
or by e-mail to wfseason@gw.dec.
state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2014-15 migratory 
game bird hunting regulations 
brochure will be available on the 
DEC website in late August and by 
mid-September wherever hunting 
licenses are sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other migra-
tory game birds in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

The NY Open for Fishing and 
Hunting Initiative is an effort to 
improve recreational opportuni-
ties for sportsmen and women 
and to boost tourism activities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes streamlining fishing 
and hunting licenses, reducing 
license fees, improving access for 
fishing and increasing hunting 
opportunities in New York State.

In support of this initiative, this 
year’s budget includes $6 million 
in NY Works funding to support 
creating 50 new land and water 
access projects to connect hunters, 
anglers, bird watchers and others 
who enjoy the outdoors to more 
than 380,000 acres of existing state 
and easement lands that have not 
reached their full potential. These 
50 new access projects include 
building new boat launches, in-
stalling new hunting blinds and 
building new trails and parking 
areas. In addition, the 2014-15 
budget includes $4 million to re-
pair the state’s fish hatcheries; and 
renews and allows expanded use 
of crossbows for hunting in New 
York State.

This year’s budget also reduces 
short-term fishing licenses fees; in-
creases the number of authorized 
statewide free fishing days to eight 
from two; authorizes DEC to offer 
10 days of promotional prices for 
hunting, fishing and trapping li-

censes; and authorizes free Adven-
ture Plates for new lifetime license 
holders, discounted Adventure 
Plates for existing lifetime license 
holders and regular fee Adventure 
Plates for annual license holders.

NORTH 
CAROLINA
Public Invited to 

Comment on Early 
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission is inviting public 
comments beginning June 2 on 
the early waterfowl and webless 
migratory game bird hunting 
seasons. 

The seasons include dove, 
woodcock, rail, snipe and those 
waterfowl seasons beginning 
prior to Oct. 1. Input on extended 
falconry seasons for webless spe-
cies also will be taken at this time. 
Comment on proposed dates for 
the seasons by going to www.
ncwildlife.org and clicking on 
“Submit Your Comments!” 

Comments will be accepted June 
2-22. 

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which state fish and 
wildlife agencies select their re-
spective hunting season dates. 
After reviewing public comments, 
Wildlife Commissioners will select 
season dates for North Carolina 
during the July 10 Commission 
meeting. 

For more information on migra-
tory game birds in North Carolina, 
visit the hunting page

NORTH DAKOTA

North Dakota Spring 
Pheasant Count Tops 

Last Year
North Dakota’s spring pheasant 

population index is up slightly 
from last year, according to the 
State Game and Fish Department’s 
2014 spring crowing count survey.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor, said the 
number of roosters heard crow-
ing this spring was up about 6 
percent statewide from 2013, with 
increases ranging from about 2 to 9 
percent depending on the region.

While the spring number is a 
positive indicator, Kohn said it 
does not predict what North Da-
kota’s fall population will look 
like. Brood surveys, which begin 
in mid-July and are completed 
by September, provide a much 
better estimate of summer pheas-
ant production and what hunters 
might expect for a fall pheasant 
population.

Last year, the fall population was 
down from 2012 because of rather 
poor production, but Kohn said 
low winter pheasant mortality, 
particularly in the southern one-
third of the state, helped boost this 
year’s spring count.

Another positive is that abun-
dant moisture has provided for 
good habitat conditions heading 
into the prime nesting period. 
However, Kohn noted that since 
2008, North Dakota has lost more 
than 2 million acres of Conserva-
tion Reserve Program grasslands, 
much of it in the pheasant range. 
That means total nesting habitat in 
the state is significantly reduced 
from where it was when the spring 
crowing count index peaked in 
2008.

The 2014 index is down about 
one-third from that peak. “Loss 
of CRP acres continue to reduce 
the amount of nesting and brood-
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rearing habitat on the landscape” 
Kohn emphasized. “This and other 
grassland conversion is going to 
negatively affect our pheasant 
population in the future.”

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheasant 
roosters heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop.

The number of pheasant crows 
heard is compared to previous 
years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

Spring Breeding Duck 
Numbers Tallied 

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey conducted 
in May showed an index of 4.9 
million birds, up 23 percent from 
last year and 110 percent above 
the long-term average (1948-2013).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl bi-
ologist, said all species increased 
from their 2013 estimates, except 
canvasbacks (down 7.9 percent, 
but still 41 percent above long-
term) and ruddy ducks (down 1.2 
percent). Redheads (+64 percent), 
green-winged teal (+42 percent), 
blue-winged teal (+34 percent), 
wigeon (+33 percent) and scaup 
(+28 percent) showed the largest 
increases. Mallards and blue-
wings were the most abundant 
ducks on the survey, combining 
for 48 percent of the total.

“Some of the later nesting dab-
bling duck species, such as blue-
wings and shovelers, were just 
settling into breeding areas so 
their counts may have been biased 
slightly high this year, simply 
because of a cold spring and their 
migration lagging behind other 
birds” Szymanski said. “Mallards, 
an early nesting species, were well 
into nesting and settled on breed-

ing areas. Diving ducks pushed 
through the state well ahead of 
the survey, so we feel good about 
those numbers.”

Duck numbers during the last 
two decades are the highest since 
survey records began in 1948. 
Szymanski said abundant water 
and good nesting cover have kept 
breeding duck numbers high. “It’s 
pretty amazing to see the top 20 
breeding duck indices have all 
come in the past 20 years” he add-
ed. “We had Conservation Reserve 
Program acres on the landscape, 
and then water came in a big way. 
It’s safe to say we are still riding 
abundant populations stemming 
from near perfect conditions. It’s 
hard to say how they will fair in 
the future now that a large portion 
of their nesting cover has disap-
peared through CRP expirations.”

The spring water index in-
creased 110 percent from 2013. 
The water index is based on basins 
with water, and does not necessar-
ily represent the amount of water 
contained in wetlands or the type 
of wetlands represented.

“This year’s water index was 
strongly influenced by small 
ephemeral waters and an abun-
dance of ditches with water” Szy-
manski said. “Water conditions 
were good in most wetlands that 
ducks will use for brood rearing.”

Szymanski said water was more 
abundant in the northwest and 
northeast portions of the state. In 
addition, he said western North 
Dakota was wetter than average.

“Breeding conditions on the 
prairies can always change in a 
hurry” Szymanski said. “Last 
year, conditions were looking OK 
when we conducted the survey, 
but there was some question as to 
whether it would dry out prior to 
brood rearing. Then several inches 
of rain fell and wetlands used for 
brood rearing improved. This year, 
conditions are looking better in 
those wetlands, but a hot and dry 
spell could change that.”

The loss of CRP acres was evi-
dent during the survey, Szymanski 
said, as large stretches of land 
conversion to cropland were ob-
vious. “The loss of grass will hurt 
production of ducks and other 
grassland nesting birds” he added. 
“However, the recent overly wet 
conditions are helping bridge the 
gap a little bit for ducks.”

Szymanski said having a lot of 
pairs present in May is a good 
thing. However, the July brood 
survey will provide a better idea of 
duck production and insight into 
expectations for this fall.

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department‚Ä®100 N.  Bis-
marck Expressway, Bismarck, 
N D  5 8 5 0 1 - 5 0 9 5 ‚ Ä ® P h o n e : 
701-328-6300‚Ä®E-mail: ndgf@
nd.gov

OHIO

Ohio’s Controlled 
Hunting Applications 
Accepted until July 31
Applications are now being 

accepted for controlled deer and 
waterfowl hunts on selected Ohio 
public areas during the 2014-2015 
season, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR). Hunters have until 
Thursday, July 31, to submit per-
mit applications for a random 
drawing.

These special hunts are held 
on selected public areas to pro-
vide additional opportunities 
for Ohio’s hunting enthusiasts. 
All applicants, youth and adult, 
must possess a 2014-2015 Ohio 
hunting license and meet the age 
requirements in order to apply for 
a controlled hunt.

Hunters can apply for the con-
trolled hunts by completing the 
application process online using 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center 
at wildohio.gov or by calling 
800-WILDLIFE (945-3543) and 
requesting a mail-in application. 
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There is a non-refundable applica-
tion fee of $3 per hunt.

Hunters will be randomly drawn 
from submitted applications. Suc-
cessful applicants will be notified 
and provided additional hunt 
information by mail and email. 
Applicants are encouraged to visit 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center to 
view the status of their applica-
tion and, if selected, print their 
controlled hunt permit.

More specific information about 
hunt dates and locations, includ-
ing opportunities dedicated to 
youth, women and mobility-
impaired hunters, can be found at 
wildohio.gov.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection of 
our natural resources for the ben-
efit of all. Visit the ODNR website 
at ohiodnr.gov.

OKLAHOMA

AMENDED 
FEDERAL GRANT 

TO AID LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS

:: The:Oklahoma:Department:of:
Wildlife:Conservation and the U.S. 
Fish and:WildlifeService (FWS) 
have announced an agreement 
to extend and expand the Land-
owner Incentive Program (LIP) 
Federal Grant for at-risk species 
in:Oklahoma, a development that 
promises to enhance current ef-
forts to conserve the lesser prairie 
chicken.

: :  The  grant ’ s  scope  has 
b e e n  e x p a n d e d  t o  a l l o w 
the:Wildlife:Department:to focus 
remaining LIP funds and resources 
on elping:Oklahoma:landowners 
who are enrolled in the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken Candidate Con-
servation Agreement with Assur-

ances (CCAA). Also, the Service 
has agreed to extend the LIP grant 
until:June 30, 2015.

:: “Facilitating the expansion 
of the scope of this grant enables 
ODWC to focus additional re-
sources on private landowners 
enrolled in the:Oklahoma:CCAA 
to further critical conservation 
and restoration efforts to benefit 
the lesser prairie chicken” said Dr. 
Benjamin Tuggle, FWS Regional 
Director for the Southwest Region.

:: Richard Hatcher, Director of:
Oklahoma’s:Wildlife:Department, 
praised the development.

: :  “ T h e  U . S .  F i s h 
and:Wildlife:Service should be 
commended for approving our 
request to extend our Landowner 
Incentive Program Grant and 
expand the scope to include 
the lesser prairie chicken. This 
additional time and funding 
for:Oklahoma’s Landowner Incen-
tive Program will go a long way 
toward the:Wildlife:Department’s 
management efforts to conserve 
the lesser prairie chicken” Hatcher 
said.

:: On April 10, 2014, the FWS is-
sued its final rule listing the lesser 
prairie chicken as a threatened 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act.

:::Oklahoma’s LIP grant was 
originally approved in 2004. It en-
abled the:WildlifeDepartment:to 
work with private landowners 
to conserve and restore areas 
of short-grass and mixed-grass 
prairie habitat. Through the pro-
gram, landowners could receive 
payments when they voluntarily 
accepted incentives to conserve 
short- and mixed-grass prairie 
habitats and species of concern.

:: With this recent amendment,t
he:Wildlife:Department:will begin 
a targeted effort to assist private 
landowners already enrolled in 
the lesser prairie chicken CCAA 
to monitor grazing use of native 
range pastureland. This effort 
requires construction and place-

ment of 64-square-foot grazing ex-
closures to be used in monitoring 
grazing and habitat conditions. 
The exclosures and monitoring 
allow landowners to adjust graz-
ing pressure as needed to retain 
adequate lesser prairie chicken 
nesting habitat.

:: Tuggle said, “The Service re-
mains committed to working with 
private landowners, the states, 
industry and others to conserve 
the chicken and its habitat while 
ensuring on-the-ground activities 
are able to continue on this work-
ing landscape.”

:: Landowners who enrolled 
acres in:Oklahoma’s CCAA can 
seek technical and financial assis-
tance through the LIP. The CCAA 
covers activities intended to con-
serve, restore and enhance habitat 
for the lesser prairie chicken with-
in the bird’s natural range. Almost 
400,000 acres are enrolled under 
the CCAA in Beaver, Beckham, 
Cimarron, Dewey, Ellis, Harper, 
Major, Roger Mills, Texas, Woods 
and Woodward counties.

:::Oklahoma:landowners with 
a CCAA who would like more 
information on this amendment 
may call habitat coordinator Alva 
Gregory at:(580) 334-4459.

AERIAL SURVEY 
SHOWS LESSER 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
POPULATION 

INCREASED 20 
PERCENT IN 2014

Biologists Note Regional Popu-
lations Fluctuate, Emphasize 
Value of Improved Habitat

:
: : The third annual lesser prairie-

chicken aerial survey shows a 
nearly 20 percent increase in the 
bird’s range-wide population, 
up from an estimated 18,747 
birds in 2013 to 22,415 this year. 
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While:wildlife:biologists are en-
couraged by the increase, they 
note that prairie-chicken numbers 
can fluctuate up and down from 
year to year, mainly due to grass-
land habitat conditions influenced 
by rainfall.

: : The range-wide increase 
was not evenly spread across the 
bird’s four habitat regions distrib-
uted among five states: Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico,:Oklahoma, 
and Texas. The mixed grass prai-
rie region showed the biggest 
gain, a region that includes the 
northeastern Texas Panhandle, 
northwestern:Oklahoma:and 
south central Kansas, an area 
where more rain produced better 
prairie habitat. The sand sage-
brush region in southwestern 
Kansas, southeastern Colorado 
and the where persistent drought 
continues to take a toll, showed a 
significant population decline.

: : “Just as with last year’s popu-
lation decrease, we shouldn’t 
read too much into short-term 
fluctuations over one or two 
years” said Bill Van Pelt, WAFWA 
grassland coordinator. “What 
these numbers show is the im-
portance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part 
of the lesser prairie-chicken’s 
range, allowing populations to 
respond to better conditions. This 
population response underscores 
the importance of implementing 
the:Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-
wideConservation:Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”

: : Companies, landowners, 
farmers and ranchers that did 
not enroll by the federal listing 
deadline of:May 12:may still en-
roll in the range-wide plan and 
receive regulatory assurances 
their operations can continue un-
der an accompanying Certificate 
of Participation. Participating 
companies pay enrollment fees, 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA
Anderson South 

Carolina Man Sentenced 
for Dove Baiting

Robert Claude Cathey of An-
derson, South Carolina, was 
sentenced on June 19, 2014, by 
federal:magistrate judge Kevin F. 
McDonald to one year probation 
and a $5,000 fine for violating 
the:Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Cathey was found guilty of a 
Class A misdemeanor by a jury 
in:federal district court in Green-
ville, South Carolina, on April 
25, 2014, for unlawfully placing 
bait:on a field.

In November 2012, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Office of Law 
Enforcement, in cooperation:with 
South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources Law Enforce-
ment, began investigating:Cathey 
after state officers apprehended 
hunters hunting mourning doves 
on a field that had been:prepared 
illegally in Liberty, South Carolina. 
The investigation revealed that 
Cathey had leased:the field to the 
hunters for $5,000 and prepared 
the field by scattering wheat seed 
on top of the:ground. The hunters 
were not charged in this investiga-
tion.

“I am extremely proud of our law 
enforcement officers for the work 
they do to stop and:prosecute 
the illegal taking of our wildlife” 
said Colonel Chisolm Frampton, 
Deputy Director:for Law Enforce-
ment, South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources. “Protecting 
our wildlife:is an enormous re-
sponsibility, and we are fortunate 
to have great partnerships with 
our federal:counterparts to help 
enforce wildlife laws to curb these 
types of illegal activities.”

It is illegal to hunt any migra-

allowing them to continue oil and 
gas production under certain re-
strictions while providing funds to 
conserve prairie-chicken habitat. 
As of early June, about 160 oil, 
gas, wind, electric and pipeline 
companies had enrolled about 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 mil-
lion for habitat:conservation:over 
the next three years. Enroll-
ment fees are deposited with 
WAFWA and administered to 
fund:conservation:efforts by pri-
vate landowners to benefit the 
lesser prairie-chicken in the five 
state region.

: : West Ecosystems Inc. of Lara-
mie, Wyo., is the contractor con-
ducting the lesser prairie-chicken 
aerial survey effort. Begun in 2012, 
it is the first large-scale, helicopter-
based survey to locate lesser prai-
rie-chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range, 
which is then used to estimate the 
population. The survey is a collab-
orative effort involving WAFWA’s 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate 
Working Group and is funded 
through industry enrollment fees, 
statewildlife:agencies, and the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management.

:  :  Organized in 1922, the 
Western Association of Fish 
and:Wildlife:Agencies (WAFWA) 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, from Alaska to Texas 
and Saskatchewan to Hawaii -- an 
area covering nearly 3.7 million 
square miles of some of North 
America’s most wild and scenic 
country, inhabited by more than 
1,500:wildlife:species.

: : More information, including 
the range-wide plan, is available 
on the WAFWA website at:www.
wafwa.org.
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tory game bird, such as mourning 
doves, ducks, and geese over:a 
baited area. The Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act is a federal statute that 
affords protection to all:migratory 
birds. Penalties under the Act can 
reach $100,000 fine and up to a 
year in federal:prison.

“We take our mission to support 
our state counterpart wildlife en-
forcement agencies very:seriously, 
especially when violations involve 
not only the unlawful take of mi-
gratory birds over:bait, but also 
their commercialization for profit” 
said Luis Santiago, Special Agent 
in Charge,:Southeast Region, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Office of 
Law Enforcement. “Dove hunting 
is:a time honored tradition for 
hunters and the defendant has 
undermined the proud tradition 
of fair chase for all hunters.”

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. 

For more information on our 
work and the people who make 
it happen, visit http://www.fws.
gov/southwest/. Connect with 
our Facebook page, follow our 
tweets, watch our YouTube Chan-
nel and download photos from our 
Flickr page.

SOUTH DAKOTA

2014 fall turkey, antelope 
and early fall goose 
seasons proposed 

 The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) Commission pro-
posed several hunting seasons at 
their June meeting in Yankton. The 
proposed 2014 fall turkey hunt-
ing season includes some notable 
changes from the 2013 season. 
The proposed start dates would 
be moved back to Nov. 1 instead 
of beginning Oct. 1. The end date 
of Jan. 31 remains unchanged. Fall 
turkey hunters would see a reduc-
tion in turkey licenses available 
and closure of several West River 
and East River turkey hunting 
units. The Black Hills unit includes 
a boundary change which retains 
an open area on the eastern and 
southern tier of the Black Hills; 
including a reduction in licenses 
by 750. The proposed 2014 firearm 
antelope hunting season would 
run from Oct. 4-19 and have 2,705 
licenses available for residents 
and 61 licenses available for non-
residents. The proposed season 
would call for a closure of Tripp 
and Lyman counties as well as the 
Fort Pierre National Grasslands. 
If adopted as proposed, these 
three units would also be closed 
to archery antelope hunting. The 
Custer State Park antelope hunt-
ing season will remain the same as 
last year as no actions were taken 
on this season. Three licenses are 
available and the season will run 
from Oct. 15-23. The Commission 
proposed an early fall Canada 
goose season of Sept. 1-30. The 
Commission proposal would 
modify the boundaries of Unit 1 
to include the portion of Perkins 
County west of S.D. Highway 75 
and south of S.D. Highway 20 and 
expand Unit 2 by adding all of 
Custer, Fall River and Pennington 
counties. As a result of the contin-
ual decline in the number of male 

sage grouse observed during the 
spring lek survey, the sage grouse 
season will remain closed in 2014. 
The youth waterfowl hunting 
season will also remain under the 
same structure as 2013, which will 
run Sept. 20-21. The Commission 
will take final action on these 
proposals on July 8-9, 2014, at the 
Holiday Inn Express in Fort Pierre. 
To view these rule proposals in 
their entirety, please visit https://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx. Written comments 
on these proposals can be sent to 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D. 
57501, or emailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us. To be included in the 
public record, comments must be 
received by 12 p.m. CDT on July 8 
and have your full name and city 
of residence.

roadside mowing: hold 
off until after july 10

The South Dakota Departments 
of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
and Transportation (DOT) want to 
remind individuals there are laws 
and rules governing when mow-
ing of highway right-of-way ditch-
es can begin.‚Ä®‚Ä®”Roadside 
ditches provide valuable nesting 
cover, especially in portions of 
the state with limited lands en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program or other upland nesting 
habitat” stated Tony Leif, GFP Di-
vision of Wildlife director. “This is 
especially important this year due 
to the drop in bird numbers we 
experienced last year. Our depart-
ment is asking for the public’s con-
sideration in delaying haying and 
mowing activities within roadside 
ditches and we want to thank 
individuals in advance for their 
help in protecting and sustaining 
the state’s pheasant population.” 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e 
70:04:06:06‚Ä®No mowing of the 
right-of-way may begin in the 
West River counties of Gregory, 
Lyman or Tripp before June 15. 
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No mowing of the right-of-way 
may begin in East River coun-
ties before July 10. For more 
information, please visit: http://
legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.
aspx?Rule=70:04:06:06.

C o d i f i e d  L a w 
31-5-22‚Ä®Violation of any rule 
authorizing mowing of ditches as 
misdemeanor. Any person who 
violates any of the rules autho-
rized pursuant to √Ç¬ß:31-5-21 is 
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
For more information, please visit: 
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/Dis-
playStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&S
tatute=31-5-22. 

In the spring and early summer, 
hen pheasants seeking suitable 
nesting locations are attracted 
to the vegetation in roadsides. 
Pheasant production in roadsides 
is diminished when roadsides are 
mowed prior to completion of 
nesting activity. Incubating hens 
nearing their hatch dates can be 
struck and killed by hay mow-
ing equipment. Hens and newly 
hatched broods remain susceptible 
to mowing equipment for another 
two weeks after hatching due to 
the restricted mobility of chicks 
and the tendency of the hen and 
young to hide from approaching 
danger rather than flushing to 
escape.‚Ä®‚Ä®GFP research has 
documented that being struck 
by hay-mowing equipment is a 
substantial source of hen pheas-
ant mortality during the nesting 
and brood-rearing season in June 
and July; including hens nest-
ing in roadsides. Please visit the 
below link to a game report for 
more information: http://gfp.
sd.gov/wildlife/management/
research-projects/docs/2004-11.
pdf.‚Ä®‚Ä®For additional details 
on the DOT mowing regulations, 
visit this link to a recently is-
sued press release: http://news.
sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=16199.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/june/17.
aspx#sthash.GCGC5u3c.dpuf

TENNESEE
Comment Period Open 

for Teal Season
The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency and the Mississippi Fly-
way Council have requested that 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) increase the September 
early wood duck and real hunting 
season daily bag limit from 4 to 6 
(no more than two wood ducks) 
and also allow the addition of teal-
only hunting days to this season.

The request is being made in 
response to the high blue-winged 
teal populations and similar recent 
expansions in states with Septem-
ber teal-only hunting seasons.

The TWRA staff has worked for 
months with the Mississippi and 
Atlantic Flyways and the USFWS 
to bring this request forward. :The 
request is based on biological in-
formation in a 2013 report made 
available to the flyway councils. 
Allowing these increases would 
require a policy change by the US-
FWS. The USFWS has expressed 
support for other policy changes 
that liberalize teal harvest and spe-
cifically support new teal seasons 
in states without such seasons. 
These would be experimental 
seasons.

The full text of the Federal 
Register outlining this and other 
related issues can be seen by 
clicking here:and scroll down to 
“Proposed Rules: Migratory Bird 
Hunting Supplemental Proposals 
for 2014-15 Hunting Seasons” and 
see Section 1. Ducks, D. Special 
Seasons/Species Management, 
ii., September Teal/Wood Duck 
Seasons.

The public may submit com-
ments to the USFWS on this issue 
by June 27 by one of the following 
methods:

¬∑:::::::: Federal eRulemaking 
Portal:: http://www.regulations.
gov : Search for “Docket No. FWS-

HQ-MB-2014-0017” and follow the 
instructions for submitting on-line 
comments.

Hunting Seasons 
Established for 2014-

15 at May Commission 
Meeting

 The Tennessee Fish and Wild-
life Resources Commission set 
the 2014-15 hunting seasons at its 
May meeting which concluded 
Friday at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s Ray Bell Re-
gion II Building.

As introduced by the TWRA at 
the TFWC’s April meeting, new 
Bear Management Units for black 
bears have been formed. The Bear 
Management Units are subdivided 
into five Bear Hunt Zones. The 
Unit and Zone terminology relates 
to the Bear Management Plan be-
ing written and changes how the 
agency will regulate bear harvest.

Bear hunters in traditional bear 
hunting counties will find little 
change to this year’s seasons. New 
hunts have been set in counties 
bordering traditional bear hunt-
ing counties and the Cumberland 
Plateau. A total of 15 new counties 
have been added.

In regard to white-tailed deer 
hunting, there are recommended 
adjustments to increase antlerless 
opportunities in Blount, Marion, 
Putnam, Tipton and Washington 
counties in units A and B.:

The archery whited-tailed deer 
season will begin on Sept. 27. The 
muzzleloader/archery season is 
Nov. 8-Nov. 21. The gun season 
for deer always opens the Satur-
day prior to Thanksgiving which 
this year is Nov. 22 continues until 
Jan. 4, 2015. The Young Sportsman 
Hunt for deer will again be held on 
two weekends. They are Oct. 25-26 
and Jan. 10-11.:

An extensive discussion was 
held over the 2014 dove season. 
It appears that the U.S. Fish and 
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Wildlife Service will allow a 90-
day season. Dove season is di-
vided into three segments. If the 
90-day season is approved, the 
first segment will run from Sept. 
1 through Sept. 28. The 2014 first 
segment will have two more days 
than the 2013 season. The second 
segment remains the same with 
only the date changes. It runs Oct. 
11-Nov. 2.

The most significant change is 
in the third segment. It has been 
moved forward to start on Nov. 29 
and will continue until Jan. 6, 2015. 
The third segment was Dec. 19 to 
Jan. 15 this past year. The commis-
sion’s approval is dependent on 
what is expected to be set by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
federal frameworks this summer.

In regard to turkey hunting, the 
2015 spring season will continue to 
follow the tradition of opening on 
the Saturday nearest April 1. The 
2015 season will start on Saturday 
April 4 of Easter weekend and 
continue for 44 consecutive days.

Conerning fall turkey hunting, 
the TFWC, voted in favor of the 
TWRA’s recommendations, to 
close the 2014 fall hunting seasons 
in Lawrence, Giles, and Wayne 
counties. The TWRA is currently 
conducting a study to determine 
why there has been a perceived de-
cline in the wild turkey population 
in those three southern Middle 
Tennessee counties.

The TFWC voted to support the 
agency’s recommendation to add 
Yanahli Wildlife Management 
Area to the list of WMAs that 
prohibit the use of alcohol, except 
in designated camping areas. 
Other WMAs include Catoosa, 
Cheatham, Chuck Swan, Forks of 
the River, Laurel Hill, Pea Ridge, 
Percy Priest Unit1, and Prentice 
Cooper.

Dr. Mark Fly, from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, addressed the 
commission on how his depart-
ment at the university conducts 
public opinion surveys involving 

the agency. The university has 
managed various surveys for the 
agency through the years. He dis-
cussed the manner which scientific 
surveys were conducted.

An update on the recently held 
National Archery in the Schools 
Program (NASP) State Tourna-
ment was given by Don Crawford 
Assistant Chief for the TWRA In-
formation and Education Division. 
The program, initiated in Tennes-
see in 2004 as a pilot program, had 
its largest field ever with more 
than 1,500 students participating.

:Almost 300 students qualified 
for the NASP National Tourna-
ment held earlier this month in 
Louisville, Ky.‚Ä®:‚Ä®Isaiah 
Gardenhire, from White County 
High School, was the overall win-
ner with a state tournament best 
record 294. He also shot the same 
score at the nationals which placed 
him ninth nationally among al-
most 1,700 other males in his 
division. State champion female 
winner Laurel Thompson, from 
CHET, :placed 24th in her division 
among almost 1,500 among the 
females at the tournament.

I&E Division Chief Don King 
gave an update on the creation 
of the TWRA’s 65th anniversary 
display trailer. The trailer, which 
appeared at three TWRA meet-
ings this month, features artifacts 
and information documenting the 
agency’s 65 years. An update on a 
new upcoming agency television 
program was made.

The meeting will be the TFWC’s 
final full meeting until Aug. 28-29 
in Jackson. However, the TFWC’s 
budget committee will meet June 
27 in the Nashville office. That 
meeting will also be open to the 
public and will begin at 9 a.m

U.S. mail or hand-delivery::Public 
Comments Processing, Attn: FWS-
HQ-MB-2014-0017; Division of 
Policy and Directives Manage-
ment; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 

2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.
The TWRA anticipates a re-

sponse from the USFWS in July to 
this request and the public input 
received.:

TEXAS
TPWD Online Public 

Hunt Drawing System 
Now Live

\Hunters applying for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
drawn public hunts can now take 
advantage of the new online-only 
Public Hunt Drawing System.

The new online-only system is 
currently accepting applications 
for 2014-15 Drawn Hunts, includ-
ing Special Permit hunts, E-Post-
card hunts, and US Forest Service 
Antlerless Deer Permits. For the 
first time, the entire process is be-
ing handled electronically ‚Äî from 
applications, to fee payments and 
permit issuance. “Applications 
for Drawings on Public Hunt-
ing Lands” booklets, application 
forms and permits will no longer 
be printed and mailed out. Hunt 
options can be browsed online 
by category or by area using an 
interactive map. A downloadable 
PDF of the 2014-15 Drawn Hunt 
Catalog is also available online.

In addition to now being able 
to apply for multiple hunt areas 
within the same hunt category 
(i.e. apply for a Gun Deer ‚Äî Ei-
ther Sex hunt on more than one 
hunt area), the online system will 
give applicants more time to ap-
ply. With no paper applications 
to mail in, applicants will have 
until midnight CST on the day of 
the deadline to apply. Applicants 
will also retain and continue to ac-
crue Preference Points, now called 
Loyalty Points, as in the past. 
Points will stay with the category 
and be applied to each application 
equally. And for the first time, ap-
plicants will be able to check the 
status of their applications and 
Loyalty Points online at any time.
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The new system will only allow 
applicants to submit complete 
and accurate applications. This 
will eliminate disqualifications. 
Once the submission and billing 
process is completed, orders can-
not be canceled and fees cannot 
be refunded.

All applicants (adults and youth) 
must have a Customer Account. 
Applicants that have previously 
applied for a drawn hunt or pur-
chased a hunting or fishing license 
should already have an account. 
Those who do not have an account 
will need to create one before ap-
plying for a drawn hunt. A unique 
ID number is required to create 
an account. Unique ID numbers 
can be any of the following: State 
Driver’s License Number, Social 
Security Number or Passport 
Number.

The Drawn Hunts Program 
offers affordable hunting experi-
ences at more than 80 areas around 
the state in more than two dozen 
different hunt categories, includ-
ing eight specifically for youth 
only. Adult application fees for 
Special Permit hunts are either $3 
or $10 depending on the category. 
Adult hunters that are selected 
will also need to pay an additional 
permit fee of $80 for regular hunts 
and $130 for extended hunts. Some 
categories require no permit fee. 
There are no application fees or 
permit fees for youth age 8 to 
16 and non-hunting supervising 
adults on youth only hunts. There 
are no application or permit fees 
for the E-Postcard hunts or the 
U.S. Forest Service Antlerless Deer 
permits.

To participate applicants will 
need internet access, an email ad-
dress, and a credit or debit card. 
Application deadlines start in 
August and wrap up in January.

For more information about 
the new online system and to get 
started in the application process, 
visit http://www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/drawnhunts. For questions 
contact hunt@tpwd.texas.gov or 

call 512.389.4505 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. CST Monday through 
Friday.

UTAH
Grouse and sandhill 

crane permits 
Applications accepted starting 

July 7
Fall must be getting closer ‚Äî 

applications for three different 
Utah game bird hunts will be ac-
cepted soon.

Applications to hunt sage grouse 
in Utah will be accepted starting 
July 7.

Photo by Larry Dalton
Starting July 7, the Division of 

Wildlife Resources will accept 
applications for this fall’s sage 
grouse, sharp-tailed grouse and 
sandhill crane hunts.

To be included in the draw for 
permits, your application must 
be received online no later than 11 
p.m. on July 21.

You can also apply over-the-
phone by calling the nearest DWR 
office no later than 5 p.m. on July 
21.

If you’re not going to hunt 
grouse or cranes this year, you can 
still apply for a preference point. 
Hunters with preference points 
have the best chance of obtaining 
a permit in 2014.

If you apply for a permit, you’ll 
know by Aug. 4 whether you drew 
one.

For more information, call the 
nearest Division of Wildlife Re-
sources office or the DWR’s Salt 
Lake City office at 801-538-4700.

WISCONSIN

Ruffed grouse survey 
indicates minor 

population decline
Ruffed grouse populations in 

Wisconsin have shown another 
slight decline this spring, accord-
ing to a recent roadside ruffed 
grouse survey. Results from this 
survey help DNR biologists moni-
tor the cyclic population trends of 
ruffed grouse in the state.

“The index that Wisconsin uses 
to track ruffed grouse decreased 1 
percent between 2013 and 2014” 
said Brian Dhuey, DNR wildlife 
surveys coordinator. “This de-
crease is quite minor, and isn’t 
unexpected at this point in the 
population cycle. Ruffed grouse 
populations are known to rise and 
fall over a nine to 11 year cycle. 
The last peak in Wisconsin’s cycle 
occurred in 2011. We are headed to 
the low point in the cycle, which 
usually occurs in years ending in 
a 4, 5, or 6, so we are either at the 
low point or getting close; only 
time will tell.”

Roadside surveys to monitor 
the number of breeding grouse 
have been conducted by staff 
from the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources, U.S. Forest 
Service, tribal groups and numer-
ous grouse enthusiasts and volun-
teers since 1964. Surveyors begin 
30 minutes before sunrise and 
drive along established routes, 
making 10 stops at assigned points 
and listening for four minutes for 
the distinctive “thump, thump, 
thump” sound made by drum-
ming male grouse. 

The number of drums heard per 
stop in 2014 was down 1 percent 
statewide from the previous year. 
One of the primary regions for 
grouse in the state, the central 
region, showed a 24 percent drop 
in the number of drums heard per 
stop. A second primary region in 
northern Wisconsin showed a 3 
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percent increase.

According to Scott Walter, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist, matura-
tion of southern Wisconsin’s forest 
community in recent decades and 
the resulting loss of dense, brushy 
areas that grouse need for cover 
has led to a lower ruffed grouse 
population.

“Ruffed grouse are closely linked 
to young forest habitats that devel-
op following disturbances, notably 
logging activities” Walter said. 
“While we often focus as hunters 
on grouse numbers in a single 
year, it’s important to remember 
that the long-term health of grouse 
and other early-successional wild-
life is dependent upon the avail-
ability of the dense young cover 
they require. In Wisconsin, we 
need to ensure that enough timber 
harvests are occurring to meet the 
habitat needs of ruffed grouse and 
other early-successional depen-
dent wildlife”

In regard to the slight increase 
in northern Wisconsin, Gary Zim-
mer, coordinating biologist for the 
Ruffed Grouse Society, points to 
this past winter’s harsh weather.

“While cold temperatures and 
deep snow are generally hard 
on resident wildlife populations, 
ruffed grouse often thrive in 
winters like the one we just expe-
rienced” noted Zimmer. “Grouse 
roost under the snow, which can 
effectively serve as a blanket to 
hide them from predators’ view 
and keep them warm even dur-
ing very cold periods. It might be 
well below zero out in the open, 
but under even a few inches of 
snow the temperature might only 
be a few degrees below freezing. 
Grouse also utilize tree buds as 
food during winter, so snow cover 
doesn’t reduce food availability.”

Zimmer continues, “Weather 
conditions, especially during 
the brood rearing period in late 
May and early June, also play an 
important role in the fall ruffed 
grouse numbers. Newly-hatched 

grouse chicks are very sensitive to 
chilling, and warm, dry conditions 
allow high survival during the first 
few weeks of life.” 

“Grouse hunters are used to 
the cyclic nature of ruffed grouse 
populations, and know that dur-
ing low periods grouse can still be 
found in the best cover. Hunters 
might have to work a bit harder 
to flush birds, but sunny October 
days with your dog in the north 
woods are tough to beat, and Wis-
consin still has some of the best 
grouse hunting in the country” 
Zimmer said.

Complete survey results can 
be found by visiting dnr.wi.gov 
and searching for “wildlife re-
ports.” For more information on 
ruffed grouse in Wisconsin, search 
“ruffed grouse hunting.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, upland 
wildlife ecologist, 608-267-7861 
or Brian Dhuey, wildlife surveys 
coordinator, 608-221-6342

Early teal season and 
extended dove season 

proposed for Wisconsin
Wisconsin would be able to offer 

an experimental early teal-only 
duck hunting season that would 
begin September 2014, under a 
proposal that is open for public 
comment and will be subject of 
upcoming public hearings. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice established an experimental 
framework that will require each 
season during the initial three-
year period to be scheduled in 
September prior to Wisconsin’s 
regular duck season. Throughout 
this period, the wildlife biologists 
would be required to monitor and 
report hunter success, which will 
determine the success of the early 
season. 

During 2013 and early 2014, 
DNR staff presented informa-
tion in public meetings, advisory 
committee meetings and special 

breakout sessions at the waterfowl 
hunter’s conference and gathered 
feedback with a waterfowl hunter 
survey. 

Based on preliminary public 
input and staff analyses, the de-
partment has proposed the fol-
lowing season structure for public 
comment:

Early teal season would be open 
from Sept. 1-7.

Only blue-winged and green-
winged teal may be harvested.

Daily bag limit of six teal. 
Shooting hours on opening day 

(Sept. 1) would begin at 9 a.m. and 
close at 7 p.m.

Shooting hours from Sept. 2- 7 
would begin at sunrise and close 
at 7 p.m.

In addition to the proposed 
early teal season, the USFWS will 
also allow Wisconsin to add an 
additional 20 days to the end of 
the current 70-day dove hunting 
season. Public comments on this 
change will also be accepted.

Public hearings on the proposals 
will all run from 7 to 10 p.m. and 
will be held:

Monday June 2, La Crosse - State 
Office Building, Rooms B-19 and 
B-20, 3550 Mormon Coulee Road.

Tuesday June 3, Rice Lake - Days 
Inn, 1710 South Main St.

Wednesday June 4, Appleton 
- Agricultural Service Center, 
Main conference room, 3369 West 
Brewster St.

Thursday June 5, Pewaukee - 
Wildwood Lodge, N14 W24121 
Tower Place.

The DNR will accept public com-
ments on the proposed early teal 
season and extended dove season 
through June 5, 2014. Comments 
may be directed to Taylor Finger, 
Wisconsin DNR, PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707, by email to 
Taylor.finger@wisconsin.gov, or 
by calling 608-261-6458.

Results of the hearings will 
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be presented to the Natural Re-
sources Board on June 25 for a final 
decision.

For more information regarding 
the proposed early teal season, 
search the DNR website dnr.
wi.gov for “teal proposal [PDF].” 
For more information regarding 
dove hunting in Wisconsin, search 
keyword “dove.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn, DNR 
wildlife ecologist, 608-266-8841

WEST VIRGINIA

2014-2015 West Virginia 
Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary 

Available
SOUTH CHARLESTON, West 

Virginia: The 2014-2015 West 
Virginia Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary brochure 
is available at West Virginia hunt-
ing and fishing license agents, 
Division of Natural Resources 
district offices, and the DNR El-
kins and South Charleston offices.: 
This regulations summary is also 
available online at the Division of 
Natural Resources’ website: www.
wvdnr.gov.

NR officials urge sportsmen and 
women to carefully review these 
regulations, as there are several 
changes in place this fall and next 
spring.

The archery boar season will 
open two weeks earlier on Sep-
tember 27, 2014, and run through 
December 31, 2014.

The statewide archery deer sea-
son will open on September 27, 
2014, and run through December 
31, 2014.

Black bear firearms hunting sea-
sons have been modified, mainly 
requiring permits for hunting on 
public lands in addition to private 

lands:in 17 counties.:
The fall wild turkey hunting 

season will be more restrictive this 
year with fewer counties open for 
a two-week season.

Trappers checking in beavers 
beginning April 1, 2015, and 
hunters checking in turkeys dur-
ing the 2015 spring gobbler sea-
sons must:follow the new rules 
for electronic checking of game. 
This will be accomplished by 
either going online to www.wv-
hunt.com, stopping at:any license 
agent, or by calling 1-844-824-3251 
(1-844-UCheck1).

Voters in five counties (Braxton, 
Calhoun, Nicholas, Webster and 
Wirt) approved Sunday hunting 
on private land.: Visit the DNR 
website:for a current list of all 
counties open to Sunday hunting 
on private land.:

US FISH & 
WILDLIFE

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Harney Soil 
and Water Conservation 

District Agree to 
Conserve Sage-Grouse 

Habitat
Private landowners ready to en-

roll in program to benefit wildlife, 
protect ranchers’ future ‚

PORTLAND, Oregon: Oregon 
ranchers are embracing an op-
portunity to further conservation 
for the greater sage-grouse while 
working together with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) 
and Harney Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD).

Today, the Service and the SWCD 
will enter into a Candidate Con-
servation Agreement with Assur-
ances (CCAA) as part of ongoing 
efforts toward conservation of 

greater sage-grouse. In a CCAA, 
landowners voluntarily agree to 
manage their lands to remove 
or reduce threats to a species. In 
return, landowners receive assur-
ances against additional regula-
tory requirements should that 
species ever be listed under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).‚

”As a rancher, I am excited that 
the Harney Soil and Water Con-
servation District and leaders of 
Harney County worked with U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service to develop 
a tool that can help preserve the 
cultural and economic activities 
of our rural communities while 
meeting the habitat needs of sage-
grouse”:said Stacy Davies, man-
ager of Roaring Springs Ranch. 
“The CCAA gives landowners an 
opportunity to maintain grazing 
and other traditional agricultural 
uses on their land and protect 
those uses should an ESA listing 
occur.”

Added Robyn Thorson, the 
Service’s Pacific Region Director: 
“Teaming with private landown-
ers is an essential part of protect-
ing this country’s unique species. 
This partnership is a prime ex-
ample of how we can effectively 
work together to develop suf-
ficient protections for the greater 
sage-grouse while at the same 
time protecting the future of an 
important economic driver in Or-
egon. This is a huge win-win for 
everybody involved.”

This CCAA covers more than 
1 million acres of private range-
lands within the range of greater 
sage-grouse in Harney County, 
Oregon.: Private landowners col-
lectively owning 250,000 acres 
have committed to enroll and 
seven other Oregon counties are 
pursuing CCAAs of their own.: 
These agreements have the po-
tential to conserve the majority 
of greater sage-grouse habitat on 
private lands in Oregon.

Landowners in Eastern Oregon 
are highly concerned about the 
cultural, social and economic 
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impacts of our rural way of life 
by the potential listing of greater 
sage-grouse under the ESA” says 
Carol Dunten, SWCD chairwoman 
and private landowner.

 “The Harney County CCAA 
was created by a diverse group 
of stakeholders working with the 
Service to develop a proactive 
voluntary private land manage-
ment plan that provides greater 
sage-grouse habitat conservation.: 
Based on the initial interest in 
enrollment, this plan will demon-
strate agriculture’s commitment to 
protect the species.

Landowners who voluntarily 
enroll will develop site specific 
plans that address threats to sage-
grouse and maintain or improve 
habitat.: In Harney County, the 
two largest factors causing habitat 
loss are wildfire in low-elevation 
sagebrush and a resulting increase 
of exotic annual grasses, and 
juniper encroachment in upper-
elevation sagebrush.: All partici-
pating landowners will agree to 
maintain contiguous habitat and 
avoid further fragmentation on 
enrolled lands. Activities that ben-
efit greater sage-grouse include 
juniper removal, invasive annual 
grass and weed control, and mark-
ing fences known to be a strike 
hazard for sage-grouse.

The SWCD formed a steer-
ing committee to collaborative-
ly develop this programmatic 
agreement.: Steering committee 
members included local private 
landowners and representatives 
from the SWCD, Service, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Harney County Court, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Bureau of Land Management, Or-
egon State University Extension, 
The Nature Conservancy, Oregon 
Department of State Lands, and 
Eastern Oregon Agricultural Re-
search Center.

Greater sage-grouse currently 
occur in 11 states and two Cana-
dian provinces, and loss and frag-
mentation of habitat is the primary 

threat across its range. In Oregon, 
greater sage-grouse were once 
found in most sagebrush habitats 
east of the Cascades. Greater sage-
grouse were listed as a candidate 
species in 2010.: The Service is 
scheduled to make a listing deci-
sion in September 2015.

For more information about 
greater sage-grouse and to view 
the agreement, visit http://www.
fws.gov/oregonfwo/.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service Launches Greater 

Sage-grouse Website

Greater sage-grouse. Credit: 
USFWS. 

The unprecedented effort to 
conserve greater sage-grouse and 
sagebrush habitat is a compli-
cated process that encompasses 
11 states, six federal agencies and 
numerous non-governmental 
groups. To help journalists, stake-
holders and the interested public 
stay informed about this effort, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
built a new greater sage-grouse 
website and assigned three public 
affairs officers to lead the agency’s 
communication’s effort. 

The new website, http://www.
fws.gov/greaterSageGrouse, is 
one way the Service hopes to bet-
ter communicate the breadth of 
the ongoing conservation actions 
underway to support greater sage-
grouse and the sagebrush habitat 
the bird and 350 other species 
need. The new site aggregates the 
on-line information resources that 
were once found on the Mountain-
Prairie, Pacific Northwest and Pa-
cific Southwest agency websites, 
providing original stories, photos 
and images for non-commercial 
reproduction.: 

The Service recognizes that it is 
one player in this broad landscape 
of conservation partners. Our 
goals are to highlight the effec-
tive work that is being done at the 

federal, state, NGO and even the 
individual level, to direct visitors 
to our sage-grouse conservation 
partners and to ensure the public 
understands the Service’s role 
under the ESA as the September 
2015 listing deadline approaches.::

The Service has also assembled 
a team of public affairs specialists 
to answer questions about greater 
sage-grouse conservation from 
journalists and others. Members 
of the media who are working on 
stories about this issue are encour-
aged to contact the members of the 
team for assistance.

Theo Stein Theodore_stein@
fws.gov joined Mountain-Prairie 
Region’s External Affairs team 
from the State of Colorado, where 
he served as Manager of the Exter-
nal Relations section for Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife and Communi-
cations Director for the Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources. 
In addition, Theo brings insights 
learned during a 17-year career as 
a journalist, including five years 
as the Denver Post Environment 
reporter. He will be the point 
of contact on both greater sage-
grouse and Gunnison sage-grouse.

In the Pacific Northwest Region, 
Portland-based Public Affairs Of-
ficer Brent Lawrence, Brent_Law-
rence@fws.gov, is available to 
field inquiries originating from 
Washington, Idaho and Oregon. :

In the Pacific Southwest Re-
gion, Nevada State Director Ted 
Koch, ted_koch@fws.gov, will be 
available as the point of contact 
for inquiries from Nevada and 
California. 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
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professionals, and commitment 
to public service. For more in-
formation on our work and the 
people who make it happen, visit 
www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie. 
Connect with our Facebook page, 
follow our tweets, watch our 
YouTube Channel, and download 
photos from our Flickr page.

Report Shows Declining 
Trend in Prairie Pothole 

Wetlands

Prairie Potholes. Credit: USFWS. 
According to a new report, wet-

lands in the Prairie Pothole Region 
declined by an estimated 74,340 
acres between 1997 and 2009: an 
average annual net loss of 6,200 
acres. 

“Extreme weather patterns, ris-
ing agricultural commodity prices 
and oil and gas development are 
threatening millions of acres of 
prairie wetlands, putting further 
pressure on the most valuable 
breeding area for ducks in the 
Americas” said Service Director 
Dan Ashe. “This report highlights 
the need for continued vigilance 
in monitoring and protecting the 
Prairie Pothole Region to ensure it 
remains healthy for waterfowl for 
generations to come.”

The U.S. portion of the Prairie 
Pothole Region includes parts of 
Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa. 
Approximately 118 million acres 
of land, 21 million acres of grass 
cover and 2.63 million wetland ba-
sins support more than 300 species 
of migrating and resident birds. 

Termed America’s “duck fac-
tory” this formerly glaciated 
landscape is the most productive 
area for nesting waterfowl on the 
continent, perhaps the world. The 
region also provides stopover 
habitat for migratory waterfowl, 
shorebirds, waterbirds and song-
birds.

“These alarming losses signal 
the importance of private, state 
and federal efforts to conserve Pot-
hole wetlands.” said Nancy Stoner, 
Acting Assistant Administrator for 
the EPA Office of Water.: 

Challenges to the region include 
an increase in conversion of wet-
land to deepwater habitat (from 
flooding) and upland land uses 
such as agriculture and develop-
ment. In recent years, grassland 
and wetland losses have contin-
ued, and wetland basin numbers 
have declined in every state except 
Montana, which experienced a 
small wetland basin gain of less 
than 1 percent.

The Service is working to protect 
the Prairie Pothole Region through 
a series of actions including the 
Prairies Conservation Campaign. 
This initiative combines the efforts 
of partners and other state and 
federal agencies to raise public 
awareness and develop incen-
tives for landowners to conserve 
grassland habitat. Another critical 
component of conservation in the 
region is the funding that is raised 
from the sale of Federal Duck 
Stamps. 

“Unfortunately, the price of the 
Duck Stamp has remained flat 
since 1991 reducing its purchas-
ing power to the lowest level in 
its 80 year history” said Ashe. 
“The losses in the Prairie Pothole 
Region reinforce the pressing need 
for changes in legislation. We look 
forward to working with Congress 
to enact an increase in the Duck 
Stamp price so we can set aside 
more key habitat in this critical 
waterfowl production region.” 

Status and Trends of Wetlands 
in the Prairie Pothole Region was 
produced in conjunction with the 
Prairie Pothole Joint Venture. :

You can download the full re-
port, fact sheet, and questions and 
answers documents here::http://
www.fws.gov/wetlands/index.
html. 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov/mountain-prairie. 
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Gun Shows

ALABAMA 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Ca-
haba Shriners 6001 Pulaski 
Pike NW Huntsville 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Civic 
Center 2 Miles From I65 
Culman 

 ARKANSAS 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Dis-
trict Fair 7000 E Johnson 
Jonesboro 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show For-
mer Wal-Mart 612 JP Wright 
Loop Rd Jacksonville 

 ARIZONA 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Uni-
versity of Phoenix 11300 S 
Houghton Rd I10 Exit 275 
Glendale 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show AZ State 
Fairgrounds Ice House Are-
na 1826 W McDowell Ave 
I17 Exit McDowell Phoenix 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Pima 
Co Fairgrounds 11300 S 
Houghton Rd I10 Exit 275 
Tucson 

 CALIFORNIA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Coven-
tion Center 2000 E Conven-
tion Way Ontario 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1658 South Airport 
Way Stockton 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Or-
ange County Fairgrounds 
88 Fair Drive Costa Mesa 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Bakersfield 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1201 West 10th St 
Antioch 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 Fairgrounds 
Dr Vallejo 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Visalia 

 Sept 13-14 Gun Show The 
Cow Palace Highway 92 
North 101 Exit 101N Of 
Airport San Francisco 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Fresno 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Paso Robles 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Cal 
Expo 1600 Exposition Rd 
Sacramento 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Del 
Mar Fairgrounds Cow Pal-
ace 2600 Jimmy Durante 
Blvd I5 Via De LaValle Exit 
Del Mar 

 COLORADO 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2801 W. Colorado 
Ave Colorado Springs 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show 
Radisson Convention Cen-
ter 1900 Ken Pratt Blvd 
Longmont 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show Out-
let Mall 5720 McWhinney 
Blvd. Loveland 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Free-
dom Expo Center 3650 N 
Nevada Colorado Springs 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Lar-
imer Cty Fairgrounds 5280 
Arena Circle Loveland 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Longmont 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Out-
let Mall 5720 McWhinney 
Blvd. Loveland 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2801 W. Colorado 
Ave Colorado Springs 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver 

 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Out-
let Mall 5720 McWhinney 
Blvd. Loveland  

 FLORIDA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Florida 
Fairgrounds I-4 & US 301 
Tampa 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Her-
nando Cty Fairgrounds US 
41 2 Mi South Of Brooks-
ville Brooksville 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2230 East 15th 
Street Panama City 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Ft 
Lauderdale War Memorial 
Auditorium 800 NE 8th St 
Ft Lauderdale 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 4603 W Colonia Dr 
Orlando 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 6655 Mobils Hwy 
Pensacola 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Lee 
Civic Center 11831 Bay-
shore Rd Ft Meyers 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Com-
munity Center Palm Beach 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Audi-
torium 625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 10901 SW 24th St 
Miami 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1958 Lewis Turner 
Blvd Ft Walton Beach 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 441 Paul Russell 
Rd Tallahassee 

 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ft 
Lauderdale War Memorial 
Auditorium 800 NE 8th St 
Ft Lauderdale 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 3150 E New York 
Ave Deland 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 510 Fairgrounds Pl 
Jacksonville 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Man-
atee Civic Center 1 Haben 
Blvd Palmetto 

 GEORGIA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Clar-
ence Brown Conference 
Center Exit 290 Off I-75 
Cartersville 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 344 Fairgrounds 
Rd Chillicothe 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Civic 
Center 165 Welborn St. 
Blairsville 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Expo 
Center 3650 Jonesboro Rd 
SE Atlanta 
 Sept 26-27 Gun Show Civic 
Center Ellijay 

 ILLINOIS 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds US 20 Pecatonica 

 INDIANA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show 4-H 
Center 133 E Degonia Road 
Boonville 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Wabash 
Valley Fairgrounds 3901 
US-41 Terre Haute 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Town 
Center 760 S Van Buren St 
Shipshewana 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1210 N Wheeling 
Ave Muncie 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show 
Tippecanoe County Fair-
grounds 1010 Teal Rd. La-
fayette 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 512 E 4th St Alex-
andria 
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 Aug 29-31 Gun Show State 
Fairgrounds Blue Ribbon 
Building Indianapolis 
 Sept 5-7 Gun Show 4 H 
Center 3300 Division Street 
Evansville 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Lake 
County Fairgrounds 889 S 
Court St Crown Point 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Ivy 
Tech Kokomo Event Center 
1500 N Reed Rd Kokomo 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Ar-
mory 3912 W. Minnesota 
Indianapolis 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Kuhl-
man Center 861 N Salisbury 
Rd Richmond 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 620 N Apple St 
Greenfield 

IOWA 
 Aug 1-3 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Sioux City 
 Oct 24-26 Gun Show Na-
tional Cattle Congress 257 
Ansborough Ave Waterloo 
 Sept 12-14 Gun Show 
Hawkeye Downs 4400 6th 
St Cedar Rapids 
 Sept 26-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 4H Building Des 
Moines  

 KENTUCKY 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Paducah 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Con-
vention Center 1021 Wilkin-
son Trace Bowling Green 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Heri-
tage Hall 430 Vine St Lex-
ington 

 LOUISIANA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Lamar-
Dixon Expo Hall 9039 St 
Landry Rd Gonzales 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Expo 
Center Gonzales 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Hey-
mann Convention Center 
4607 Johnson St Lafayette 

 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Event 
Center 4697 Johnson St 
Lafayette 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Event 
Center 4697 Johnson St 
Lafayette 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Pon-
tchartrain Center 4545 Wil-
liams Blvd Kenner 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Civ-
ic Center 620 Benton Rd 
Bossier 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Lamar-
Dixon Expo Hall 9039 St 
Landry Rd Gonzales 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Expo 
Center Gonzales 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Pon-
tchartrain Center 4545 Wil-
liams Blvd Kenner 

  MAINE 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show 
Augusta Civic Center ME 
Turnpike Exit 31A Augusta 

 MARYLAND 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Kent 
Island American Legion 800 
Romancoke Rd Stevensville 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds I70 Exit 80 West 
Friendship 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ar-
mory 18 Willow St An-
napolis 

MASSACHUETTS 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Royal 
Plaza Trade Center Rt 84 To 
Rt 90 Exit 495 N Marlboro 

 MICHIGAN 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Birch 
Run Expo I75 Exit 136 Birch 
Run 
 Aug 8-10 Gun Show Gi-
braltar Trade Center 237 N 
River Rd Mt Clemens 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show Gi-
braltar Trade Center 15525 
Rancho Rd Taylor 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Delta 
Plex 2500 Turner Ave Grand 
Rapids 

 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 418 Fairlane 48625 
Harrison 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2900 Lake St Ka-
lamazoo 
 Sept 12-14 Gun Show Gi-
braltar Trade Center 15525 
Rancho Rd Taylor 
 Sept 12-13 Gun Show Unit-
ed Sportsmans Club W7689 
Sportsmans Club Road Iron 
Mountain 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Doyle 
Community Center 310 
North Franks Ave Sturgis 
 Sept 19-21 Gun Show Gi-
braltar Trade Center 237 N 
River Rd Mt Clemens 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Birch 
Run Expo I75 Exit 136 Birch 
Run 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show 
Showplace Novi 

 MINNESOTA 
 Aug 1-4 Gun Show Armory 
Hibbing 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Ice 
Arena 7th Ave & Cty Rd 
116 Anoka 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Civic 
Center Buffalo 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Armory 
3300 W. 98th St Blooming-
ton 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ar-
mory Anoka 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show State 
Fairgrounds Education 
Building Snelling Ave At 
Como St Paul 

 MISSOURI 
 Aug 8-10 Gun Show Or-
lando Gardens 4300 Hoff-
meister Avenue St Louis 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Con-
vention Center 1 Conven-
tion Center Plaza St Charles 
 Sept 19-21 Gun Show 
Machinists Hall 12365 St 
Charles Rock Rd Bridgeton 

 Sept 26-28 Gun Show Show 
Me Center Cape Girardeau 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Civic 
Center Hwy 51 N Batesville 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Trade 
Mart I55 & High St Jackson 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Col-
iseum 2350 Beach Blvd 
Biloxi 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Trade 
Mart I55 & High St Jackson 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Ag-
ricenter 5395 Hwy 145 S 
Verona 

 MONTANA 
 Aug 1-3 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Missoula 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Sidney 
 Aug 22-24 Gun Show Ana-
conda 
 Sept 5-7 Gun Show Pavil-
lion Twin Bridges 
 Sept 5-7 Gun Show Holi-
day Inn Billings 
 Sept 12-14 Gun Show Con-
nor Building Whitehall 
 Sept 12-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Terry 
 Sept 19-21 Gun Show EPEC 
Center Glendive 
 Sept 19-21 Gun Show Se-
nior Center Hamilton 
 Sept 26-28 Gun Show 4 
Seaons Arena Great Falls 

 NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 Aug 2-3 Gun Show NC 
State Fairgrounds Jim Gra-
ham Building 1025 Blu-
eridge Blvd Raleigh 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show LJVM 
Coliseum Annex 2825 Uni-
versity Parkway Winston-
Salem 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Greenville 
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 Aug 16-17 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Center 7100 
Statesville Rd Charlotte 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show National 
Guard Armory 2221 Carolina 
Beach Rd Wilmington 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Met-
ro Convention Center 1960 
13th Ave Dr SE. Hickory 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show 
American Legion Building 
Jacksonville 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Hwy 70 E New Bern 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Na-
tional Guard Armory Air-
port Greensboro 

 NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Ev-
erett Hockey Arena I93 Exit 
14 Concord 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show 
Radisson Hotel I 293 Exit 5 
N Manchester 

 NEW MEXICO 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Expo 
Lujan Building 300 San 
Pedro Dr NE Albuquerque 

 NEVADA 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show 
Grand Sierra Resort 2500 E 
Second Reno 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Cash-
man Center 850 N Las Ve-
gas Blvd Las Vegas 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show South 
Point Casino Las Vegas 

 NEW YORK 
 Aug 1-3 Gun Show Recre-
ation Center Old Forge 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show West-
ern NY Event Center 11177 
Main St US Route 5 Clar-
ence 
 Aug 26-27 Gun Show City 
Center 522 Broadway Sara-
sota Springs 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Ice 
Time Arena Newburgh 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Orange 

Cty Fairgrounds 239 Wisner 
Ave Middletown 

 OHIO 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Hara 
Arena 1001 Shiloh Springs 
Rd Dayton 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Rob-
erts Center 123 Gano Rd 
Wilmington 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Robert 
Center 123 Gano Rd Wilm-
ington 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show 
Cuyahoga Cty Fairgrounds 
Bagle RD Berea 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Sha-
ronville Civic Center I75 
Exit 15 Sharonville 
 Aug 17 Gun Show Sports-
mans Club 1658 Agosta 
Meeker Rd N Marion 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 415 Lancaster Pike 
Circleville 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 735 Lafayette Me-
dina 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Hara 
Arena 1001 Shiloh Springs 
Rd Dayton 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show West-
land Mall 300 West Broad 
St Columbus 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show West-
land Mall 4273 Westland 
Mall Columbus 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Sha-
ronville Civic Center I75 
Exit 15 Sharonville 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 4100 Columbia St 
Hillard 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Ohio Turnpike exit 
13 Montpelier 
 Sept 21 Gun Show Sports-
mans Club 1658 Agosta 
Meeker Rd N Marion 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Sum-
mit Cty Fairgrnds Arena Rt 
91 & Howe Rd Akron 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show 

Fairgrounds 4401 South 
Charleston Pike Springfield 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Cart-
ers Cave 1352 Caves Rd 
Jackson 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Fair-
grounds I44 & I40 Okla-
homa City 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Kellyville 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds T&T Building I40 
& I44 Oklahoma City 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Chickasha 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Guthrie 

 OREGON 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Pend-
leton Conv Center I84 Exit 
207 Pendleton 
 Aug 22-24 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2060 N Marine Dr 
I-5 Exit 306B Portland 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Lane 
Cty Fairgrounds 796 W. 
13th St I-5 Exit 194B Eugene 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2060 N Marine Dr 
I-5 Exit 306B Portland 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2060 N Marine Dr 
I-5 Exit 306B Portland 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ar-
mory 666 Brookside Blvd 
Grants Pass 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ar-
mory 666 Brookside Blvd 
Merlin 

 PENNSYLVANIA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show 50 Sun-
nybrook Rd Pottstown 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Farm-
ers Market Rte 61 Leesport 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Con-
vention center 135 Mall 
Blvd Monroeville 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Con-
vention Center 101 Mall 
Blvd Monroeville 

 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Altoona 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Mason 
Dixon Auto Auction Exit 3 
Of I-81 Greencastle 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show SMG 
Sports Complex 654 York 
Rd Warminister 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Farm 
Show Complex 2300 N. 
Cameron Street Harrisburg 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Best 
Western Hotel 103 Reuben 
Bell Drive Matamoras 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1300 Pershing Rd 
Zanesville 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show PA 
National Guard Armory 
2700 S. Hampton Rd Phila-
delphia 

 SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Jamil 
Shrine Temple 206 Jamil Rd 
Columbia 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Con-
vention Center One Expo 
Ave Greenville 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 9850 Highway 78 
Ladson 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Civic 
Center 3300 West Radio 
Drive Florence 

 TENNESSEE 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Wedgewood Ave 
Nashville 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Mer-
chants Expo I-75 Knoxville 
 Aug 31-1 Gun Show Camp 
Jordan Arena 300 Camp Jor-
dan Parkway Chattanooga 
 Sept 6-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Wedgewood Ave 
Nashville 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Expo 
Center 1209 Park Ave Mur-
freesboro 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Mer-
chants Expo I-75 Knoxville 
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 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Ag-
ricenter 7777 Walnut Grove 
Rd Germantown 

 TEXAS 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Events 
Center 8111 Meadow Leaf 
San Antonio 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Market 
Hall I35E & Dallas Market 
Center Blvd Dallas 
 August 2-3 Gun Show 
Cnty Expo 5827 Leonard 
Rd Bryan 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Horse-
show Center 2002 Cotton 
Flat Rd Midland 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1213 Terry Sham-
sie Robstown 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show MPEC 
Exhibit Hall 5th & Burnett 
Wichita Falls 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Reli-
ant Arena 8400 Kirby Drive 
Houston 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Rodeo 
Exhibition Center Mesquite 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Houston 
 Aug 9-10 Gun Show Lone 
Star Gallery 4212 S State 
Hwy 237 Round Top 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Expo 
Center 7311 Decker Ln. 
Austin 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Con-
vention Center Pasadena 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Con-
vention Center 7902 Fair-
mont Parkway Pasadena 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show 
Amon Carter Exhibit Hall 
Fort Worth 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show 
Convention Center 1001 
Avenida de Las Americas 
Houston 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Civic 
Center McAllen 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Ro-
deo Exhibition Center 1818 
Rodeo Drive Mesquite 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Ex-
position Hall San Antonio 

 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Events 
Center 8111 Meadow Leaf 
San Antonio 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Con-
vention Center 9055 FM 
1484 Conroe 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Civic 
Center 3401 Cultural Center 
Dr Port Arthur 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Event 
Center 200 East Stacy Road 
#1350 Allen 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Town 
Center Mesquite 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Reli-
ant Hall--Astrohall I610 & 
Kirby St Houston 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Event 
Center Austin 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Lone 
Star Gallery 4212 S State 
Hwy 237 Round Top 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Mar-
ket Hall I35E & Dallas Mar-
ket Center Blvd Dallas 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Expo 
Center 7311 Decker Ln. 
Austin 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show 
Ranch Park 29339 Ranch 
Road 12 Dripping Springs 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Coli-
seum 50 E 43rd Street San 
Angelo 

 UTAH 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show South 
Towne Expo Center Salt 
Lake City 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Legacy 
Event Center Farmington 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Dixie 
Center 425 S 700 East Exit 6 
Bluff St St George 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show South 
Towne Expo Center 9575 S. 
State St Salt Lake City 

 VIRGINIA 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show VFW 
Post 1503 Minnieville Rd 
Dale City 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Mead-
ow Event Park 13111 Dawn 
Blvd Doswell 

 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Ex-
poland 277 Expo Rd Fish-
ersville 
 Aug 16-17 Gun Show Au-
gusta Expoland 277 Expo 
Road Fishersville 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Rich-
mond Raceway I295 Exit 
38-B Richmond 
 Aug 30-31 Gun Show Roa-
noke Civic Center I81Exit 
143 I581 Exit 4E Roanoke 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Scope 
Arena VA 201 East Bramble-
ton Ave Norfolk 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Expo 
Center 2371 Carl D Silver 
Parkway Fredericksburg 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Scope 
201 East Brambleton Ave 
Norfolk 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Con-
vention Center I-64 Exit 
263-B Hampton 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 10624 Dumfries Rd 
Manassass 
 Sept 26-28 Gun Show 
Expo Center 4368 Chantilly 
Chantilly 

 VERMONT 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Confer-
ence Center 1 Scale Avenue 
Rutland 

 WASHINGTON 
 Aug 2-3 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Hwy 512 & Merid-
ian St SE Puyallup 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2555 N National 
Ave Centralia 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2555 N National 
Ave Centralia 
 Aug 23-24 Gun Show SW Fair-
grounds I-5 Exit79 Centralia 
 Sept 6-7 Gun Show Ma-
sonic Temple 622 S Lincoln 
Port Angeles 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds I5 E On Hwy 2 
Monroe 

 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2555 N National 
Ave Centralia 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show Conv 
Center 415 S. Hwy. 395 
Umatilla-Stanfield Hwy/
US-395 N Hermiston 
 Sept 13-14 Gun Show SW Fair-
grounds I-5 Exit79 Centralia 
 Sept 20-21 Gun Show Ma-
sonic Temple 170 Herbert 
St Quilcene 
 Sept 27-28 Gun Show Clark 
Cty Fairgrounds 17402 NE 
Delfel Exit 9 Vancouver 

 WISCONSIN 
 Aug 15-17 Gun Show Man-
dt Community Center 400 
Mandt Prky Stoughton 
 Aug 22-24 Gun Show 
Speedway West Salem 
 Aug 22-24 Gun Show Bar-
ron Community Center 800 
Memorial Drive Barron 
 Aug 29-31 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Jefferson 
 Aug 29-31 Gun Show Ice 
Arena 4149 Hwy 70 East 
Eagle River 
 Sept 5-7 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Riceland 
 Sept 5-7 Gun Show Lions 
Community Park Hwy J & 
4th St Arnott 
 Sept 12-14 Gun Show 4-H 
Expo Forum 1000 North-
view Road Waukesha 
 Sept 19-21 Gun Show 
Sunnyview Expo 500 E Cty 
Rd Y Oshkosh 
 Sept 26-28 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Baraboo 
 Sept 26-28 Gun Show An-
tigo Ice Arena 1633 Neva 
Road Antigo 

 WEST VIRGINIA 
 Aug 15-16 Gun Show Ra-
leigh Cty Civic Center Rt 
19 Eisenhower Dr Beckley 
 Aug 22-23 Gun Show Re-
serve Center 8832 Point 
Pleasant Rd Millwood



70
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September 2014                                                     Now in our Twenty Third year                                              www.Bdarn.com

Calendar Of Events For Field Trials & Hunt Tests

ALASKA 
 Aug 1-3 Retriever Club Of 
Alaska Hunt Test Lyon’s 
Creek Turnagain Joanne 
Hanscom skyelab90@gci.
net 907-522-5104 
 Aug 1-3 Retriever Club of 
Alaska Trial Turnagain Pass 
Portage Joanne Hanscom 
skyelab90@gci.net 907-522-
5104 
 Aug 2-3 Olympic Rain-
shadow Hunting Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Quilcene 
Community Park 294964 
Hwy 101 Quilcene Bonnie 
Douglas lbdouglas@wild-
blue.net 360-301-2987 
 Aug 9-10 Artic Bird Dog 
Assoc Pointing Breed Hunt 
Test Wasilla & Alaska Pt 
MacKenzie Anchorage 
James Ohlinger i j f ish-
ing1975@gmail.com 907-
854-2414 
 Aug 15-17 Greatland 
NAVHDA Test North Pole 
Judy Deaver jeffanjudy@
yahoo.com 907-337-6286 
 Aug 15-17 Alaska Work-
ing Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Point MacKenzie Point 
McKenzie Paula Ferguson 
jpferg44@aol.com 907-563-
7774 
 Aug 23-24 Artic Bird Dog 
Assoc Hunt Test Flood 
Control  Project  North 
Pole James Ohlinger jjfish-
ing1975@gmail.com 907-
854-2414 

 BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

 Aug 23-24 Salt Chuck 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Angela Forster 
schrc.huntsecretary@gmail.
com 250-756-5759 

 Sept 6-7 Golden Retriever 
Club Of British Colum-
bia Hunt Test Abbotsford 
Christine Kobler 604-846-
4840 

 ALBERTA 
 Aug 16-17 Alberta Field 
Trial Club Retriever Trial 
Strathmore Laura Jones 
bowriverretrievers@efire-
hose.net 403-935-5508 
 Aug 22-24 Wild Rose 
NAVHDA Test Wimborne 
Edie Stelkovics tairwin@
shaw.ca 403-660-0144 
 Sept 14-20 National Re-
triever Club Of Canada 
Championship Strathmore 
Dona Martin 613-797-4330 

  CALIFORNIA 
 Aug 9-10 Sutter Buttes 
Pointing Club Hunt Test 
Hastings Island Hunting 
Preserve 7758 Hastings 
Island Rd Rio Vista Walter 
Windus wwindus@msn.
com (408) 255-1917 
 Aug 16-17 Northern Cali-
fornia Brittany Club Trial 
Hasting Island Hunting 
Preserve 7758 Hastings Is-
land Rd Rio Vista Shawna 
Stockton shawn_stockon@
yaho.com 707-689-7405 
 Sept 20-21 Irish Setter 
Club Of Central California 
Trial Spenceville WMA 
Marysville Carol Garcia 
carol.f.garcia@intel.com 
408-270-0767 
 Sept 27-28 Inland Empire 
NAVHDA NAVHDA Test 
San Jacinto WMA San Jacin-
to Mike Shepherd 65shep@
gmail.com 951-301-6575 

 COLORADO 
 Aug 1-3 Fort Collins Re-
triever Club Trial Swift 
Ponds Ft Collins Virginia 
Schoonover jschoonover@
centennialbanks.com 970-
686-0714 
 Aug 8-10 Centennial Re-
triever Club Trial Silver 
Spur Ranch Encampment 
David Hare chief06062@
hotmail.com 720-237-1416 
 Aug 15-17 Cheyenne Re-
triever Club Trial Cobb 
Lake WMA Wellington 
Melissa Liesenfield sweeth-
tmissy24@gmail.com 307-
421-1021 
 Aug 23-24 Rocky Moun-
tain Navhda NAVHDA 
Test Wellington Phil Good-
win phil.goodwin@dio-
geneslab.com 720-839-9657 
 Aug 29-31 Rocky Mountain 
Retriever Club Trial Teal 
Lodge Orchard Theodore 
Shih theoshih@aol.com 303-
475-2981 
 Sept 13-14 Vizsla Club of 
Colorado Hunt Test Stras-
burg Game Farm 5220 S. 
County Road 157 Strasburg 
Caryle Faust Caryle717@
gmail.com 720-288-1657 
 Sept 27-28 Rocky Moun-
tain Springer Spaniel As-
sociation Trial Kues Farm 2 
miles east of Fleming Co at 
the Northeast cornerof Lo-
gan County Roads 36 and 
83 Fleming Kathy Sleavin 
ksleavin@ezlink.com 970-
897-3082 

 CONNECTICUT 
 Aug 2-3 Colonial Retriever 
Field Trial Club Hunt Test 
West Thompson Lake Dam 
West Thompson Karen 
Kenedy pleasantpine@aol.

com 978-774-8458 
 Aug 9-10 Yankee Water-
fowler ’s Hunt Retriever 
Hunt Test Peakebrook Farm 
72 Castle Rock Road Wood-
stock Ruth Sumner thomas.
hoagland@uconn.edu 860-
208-4477 
 Aug 16-17 Spruce Brook 
Field Trial Club Trial John 
Flaherty Field Trial Area 
Tromley Rd East Windsor 
 Aug 22-28 Associated Field 
Trial Club of CT Trial John 
Flaherty Field Trial Area 
Trombley Rd East Windsor 
 Sept 6-7 Central Connecti-
cut Bird Dog Club Trial 
John Flaherty Field Trial 
Area Trombley Rd East 
Windsor 
 Sept 12-14 Hudson Valley 
GSP Club Trial John Fla-
herty Field Trial Area Trom-
ley Rd East Windsor Wendy 
Vaulding 860-793-9182 
 Sept 19-21 Southern New 
England Navhda NAVH-
DA Test Stafford Springs 
Lawrence Ruddock lrud-
dock@cox.net 401-364-8878 
 Sept 20-21 Central New 
England Brittany Club Trial 
John Flaherty Field Trial 
Area Trombley Rd East 
Windsor Jane Bjork jjflana-
gan@aol.com (603) 995-1733 
 Sept 22-25 New England 
Brittany Club Champion-
ship John Flaherty Field 
Trial Area Trombley Rd East 
Windsor Jane Bjork jjflana-
gan@aol.com (603) 995-1733 
 Sept 27-28 Pointer As-
sociates Of New England 
Trial John Flaherty Field 
Trial Area Thomely Rd East 
Windsor Dr Debra Freidus 
blackthornpt@earthlink.net 
860-485-0323 
 Sept 27-28 Yankee Golden 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
West Thompson Dam Area 
W Thompson Barbara Saw-
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telle bsawtelle@comcast.net 
617-871-2555 

 GEORGIA 
 Sept 26-28 Central Savan-
nah River Area Retriev-
er Club Trial Running 
Grounds Lincolnton Tara 
Jordan tjw_128@hotmail.
com 912526-6757  

  IDAHO 
 Aug 15-17 Eastern Idaho 
Retriever Club Trial Market 
Lake WMA Roberts Brian 
Anderson 208-313-1436 
 Sept 5-7 Treasure Valley 
NAVHDA Test Caldwell 
Penny Masar pmasar@on-
lyspinoni.com 208-278-5550 

 ILLINOIS 
 Aug 29-31 Midwest Field 
Trial Club Trial Des Plaines 
Wildlife Area Wilmington 
Mary Mcginnis mary.mc-
ginnis@frontier.com 309-
726-1477 
 Oct 1-3 Gateway GSP Club 
Trial Pyramid State Park 
Captain Mine Area Pinck-
neyville Lori Rezzardi lrez-
zardi@aol.com 618-822-
6447 
 Sept 5-7 Mid-Illinois Re-
triever Club Trial Black 
Gold Ranch 2900 East Heitz 
Rd. Vermont Doug Main 
maind@barashlaw.com 
309-368-9918 
 Sept 6-7 GWP Club Of Il-
linois Hunt Test Des Plaines 
WMA East Grounds Wilm-
ington Becky Blevins hi-
pointgwp@hotmail.com 
815-499-4170 
 Sept 19-21 River King Re-
triever Club Trial Pyramid 
State Park Captain Mine 
Area Pinckneyville Barb 
Kirby bedandbiscuit1974@
yahoo.com 618-357-2805 
 Sept 27-28 GWP Club 
Of Illinois Hunt Test Des 
Plaines WMA East Grounds 
Wilmington Becky Blevins 
hipointgwp@hotmail.com 

815-499-4170 

 INDIANA 
 Aug 19-20 Kankakee River 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Grand Kankakee 
Marsh 21690 Range Line Rd 
46341 Hebron Liz Loving 
loving1957@comcast.net 
219-759-5989 
 Aug 23-24 Central Indi-
ana NAVHDA Test PHQU 
Muncie Douglas Rodericj 
hejodo2002@hotmail.com 
765-676-5765 
 Aug 30-31 Inducky Hunt-
ing Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Sparta Clayton Taylor 
kywebfoot@msn.com 502-
641-3741 
 Sept 20-21 Kentuckiana 
NAVHDA NAVHDA Test 
Marengo Kimberly Liber-
tore kimtravelconnection@
yahoo.com 812-365-2689 

IOWA 
 Aug 22-24 Hawkeye Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Sears-
boro Donald Cross djcross@
iowatelecom.net 641-521-
4445 
 Aug 23-24 Southern Min-
nesota Navhda NAVHDA 
Test Cresco Monica Red-
mond monicaredmond@
live.com 608-385-9294 
 Sept 6-7 Eastern Iowa 
Hunting Retriever Hunt 
Test Hawkeye WMA North 
Liberty Mike Harming-
ton michael-harington-1@
uiowa.edi 319-855-2569 
 Sept 27-28 Skunk River 
Retriever Central Regional 
Hunt Test Shadowland 
Kennels Oskaloosa Randy 
Buren randy.buren@mchsi.
com 641-842-2821 

 LOUISIANA 
 Aug 9-10 Central Louisiana 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Camp Beaure-
gard WMA 71360 Pineville 
Linda Region rogueriver-
hobo@yahoo.com 318-466-

5796  
MANITOBA 

 Aug 9-10 Manitoba Gun 
Dog Association Retriever 
Hunt Test Balmoral Matt 
Mutcheson 204-955-4219 
 Aug 16-17 Delta Marsh Re-
triever Club Trial Brandon 
Larry Baker 204-334-3909 
 Aug 30-31 Manitoba Gun 
Dog Association Trial Bal-
moral Frederick Benjamin-
son fdb@mts.net 204-832-
4353 

 MARYLAND 
 Aug 8-10 Del Bay Retriever 
Club Trial C&D Retriever 
Trial Area Elkton Lois Ge-
brian lois.k.gebrian@usa.
dupont.com 302-750-0025 
 Aug 8-10 Labrador Re-
triever Club Trial C&D 
Retriever Trial Area Rebel 
Ridge Farm Elkton Lois Ge-
brian zoomerang@comcast.
net 302-750-0025 
 Aug 30-1 Labrador Re-
triever Club Trial C&D 
Retriever Trial Area Rebel 
Ridge Farm Elkton Lois Ge-
brian zoomerang@comcast.
net 302-750-0025 
 Sept 27-28 Potomac NAVH-
DA Poolesville James Nor-
fleet n2bama@comcast.net 
703-727-4853 

 MAINE 
 Aug 26 American Wire-
haired Pointing Griffon 
Assoc Hunt Test 609 North 
Union Rd Union Michael 
O’Donell gunmettle@cox.
net 860-684-7890 
 Sept 5-7 Yankee Navhda 
NAVHDA Test Bowdoin-
ham WMA Wildes Rd Bow-
doinham Thomas Barks 
nokennkennel@gmail.com 
207-839-4815 
 Sept 11-12 Central Maine 
Spaniel Club Trial Sinking 
Valley Tyrone Sean East-
man sfe10000@aol.com 

 Sept 19-21 Sebasticook 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Smithfield Marie Wade up-
landhuntress@myfairpoint.
net 207-778-4868 

 MASSACHUSETTS 
 Sept 6-7 Mayflower GSP 
Club Hunt Test Craine 
WMA Falmouth Kevin 
Smith Jr mayflowergsp-
club@comcast.net 508-509-
2713 

 MICHIGAN 
 Aug 9-10 Kalamazoo Val-
ley Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Rolling Meadows 
Farm 13220 Harvey Street 
Jones Kristsin Young 269-
649-7488 
 Aug 16-17 Michigan Fly-
ways Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Omega Farms. Wil-
liamston Judy Merians 
mikemerians@yahoo.com 
517-223-1082 
 Aug 22-24 Southeastern 
Michigan NAVHDA Test 
Highland Chuck Shepherd 
cwshepherd@sbcglobal.net 
248-240-4801 
 Aug 22-24 Flat River Re-
triever Club of Michigan 
Trial 10357 Staines Road 
Fenwick Lou Vreeland 
vreelandskywatch@aol.
com 616-899-2417 
 Aug 23-24 Michigan Navh-
da NAVHDA Test New 
Era Kendall Weiden kwei-
den1@frontier.com 231-
773-5390 
 Aug 29-31 Maumee Val-
ley Retriever Club Trial 
Vreeland Property Onaway 
Carol Whittaker 
 Aug 30-31 Western Michi-
gan Brittany Club Trial 
Ionia Recreation Area Ionia 
Diana Kubitz renegadeb-
ritts@comcast.net 269-962-
2363 
 Sept 5-7 Northern Michi-
gan NAVHDA Test Tra-
verse City Judy Balog ju-
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938-4426 

 MINNESOTA 
 Aug 1-3 Central Minne-
sota Retriever Trial Marten 
Meadows 1 1/2 Miles Est Of 
Hwy 10 Sauk Rapids Linda 
Twiss lindatwiss688@msn.
com 612-964-7543 
 Aug 1-3 Duluth Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Art Massie 
Field Trial Grounds Lester 
River Road Duluth Gail 
Kuklinski windwinggold-
ens@gmail.com 715-634-
6112 
 Aug 1-3 Watopa Retriev-
er Club Hunt Test Club 
Grounds Weaver Mike Pe-
ters threeriversretrievers@
gmail.com 651-328-1950 
 Aug 1-3 Watopa Retriever 
Club Trial Club Grounds 
Weaver Mike Peters three-
riversretrievers@gmail.com 
651-328-1950 
 Aug 8-10 Hennepin County 
Amateur Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Benton Retriever 
Grounds 17776 Hwy 95 
Princeton Linda Twiss lin-
datwiss688@msn.com 612-
964-7543 
 Aug 8-10 Hennepin County 
Amateur Retriever Club 
Trial Benton Retriever 
Grounds 17776 Hwy 95 
Princeton Linda Twiss lin-
datwiss688@msn.com 612-
964-7543 
 Aug 15-17 Duluth Retriev-
er Club Trial Art Massie 
Field Trial Grounds Lester 
River Road Duluth Tom 
Fait tomfait05@gmail.com 
218-341-1775 
 Aug 15-17 St Croix Navhda 
NAVHDA Test Kelly Farms 
1425 155th Street North 
Hugo R. Carey Mcmillan 
mactrout@fishhoo.com 715-
234-3044 
 Aug 16-17 Minnesota 
Navhda NAVHDA Test Vir-

ginia Jan Paavola 2gspz@
mchsi.com 218-225-2284 
 Aug 16-17 West Central 
Minnesota Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Riley Grounds 
20883 480th Ave Morris 
Casey Sayles cimarocdan@
gmail.com 320-589-3771 
 Aug 22 Flat Coat Retriever 
Society Of America Tri-
al Kurt and Gail Mueller 
grounds 8201 Dutch Rd. 
Manitowoc Doris Ehret 
dorehet@adams.net 217-
289-3305 
 Aug 29-31 Duluth Retriev-
er Club Trial Art Massie 
Field Trial Grounds Lester 
River Road Duluth Tom 
Fait tomfait05@gmail.com 
218-341-1775 
 Aug 30-31 Minnesota 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Kelly Farms Hugo Ted 
Wentink ted@studio2300.
net 612-709-7086 
 Sept 6-7 Minnesota Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Four 
Brooks WMA Milaca Rita 
Jacobs rmuhler@msn.com 
651-426-5734 
 Sept 19-21 Watopa Retriev-
er Club Trial Club Grounds 
Kellogg Mike Peters three-
riversretrievers@gmail.com 
651-328-1950 
 Sept 27-28 Twin Cities Vizs-
la Club Hunt Test Caribou 
Gun Club 30649 380th Street 
Le Sueur Lois Almendinger 
lois_almendinger@charter.
net 507-327-6039 

 MISSOURI 
 Aug 29-31 Kansas City 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Wood Dale Farms 20261 
Highway EE Sedalia Sue 
George pendragonretriev-
ers@gmail.com 913-963-
4775 
 Aug 29-31 Kansas City 
Retriever Club Trial Wood 
Dale Farms 20261 Highway 
EE Sedalia Sue George pen-

dragonretrievers@gmail.
com 913-963-4775 
 Sept 12-14 Golden Re-
triever Club Of America 
Trial August Busch Wildlife 
Area St Charles Pat Kasten 
patkasten@yahoo.com 314-
749-4027 
 Sept 26-28 Missouri River 
Retriever Club Trial Whet-
stone Creek Conserva-
tion Williamsburg Jeannie 
Greenlee moriverretclub@
gmail.com 314-783-1540 

 MONTANA 
 Aug 8-11 Montana Sharp-
tail Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Wisdom Tom Healy mon-
tanasharptail@gmail.com 
406-212-5767 
 Aug 29-31 Mission Valley 
Retriever Club Trial Ronan 
Field Trial Grounds Ronan 
Anna Calvert calvert@
blackfoot.net 406-644-2706 
 Aug 30-1 Big Sky Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Roinan 
Marcus Troyer jxtroyer@
hotmail.com 406-899-2214 
 Sept 19-21 Western Mon-
tana Retriever Club Trial 
Club Gnds Charlo Don-
na Fangsrud wmrcsecy@
bridgemail.com 406-549-
5484 

NEBRASKA 
 Aug 9 -10  Hear t land 
NAVHDA Test Brainard 
Charles Casanova clc51@
hotmail.com 402-290-3447 
 Aug 15-17 Missouri Val-
ley Hunt Club Retriever 
Hunt Test Club Grounds 
South of Valley Barb Farrell 
180dogs@gmail.com 402-
216-7264 
 Aug 23-24 GSP Club Of Ne-
braska Trial Branched Oak 
Field Trial Area Raymond 
Steve Hetmanek hetmas-
tepe@gmail.com 402-614-
5343 
 Sept 19-21 Missouri Valley 
Hunt Club Retriever Trial 

South of Valley Valley Barb 
Farrell 180dogs@gmail.com 
402-216-7264  

NEW 
BRUNSWICK 

 Aug 15-17 Sunpoke Hunt-
ing Retriever Trial Minto 
Debbie Yeomans 506-385-
2419 

 NORTH 
DAKOTA 

 Aug 8-10 Minot Retriever 
Club Trial Minot Retriever 
Grounds US 22 & 52 2 1/2 
Miles NW Of Burlington 
George Malaktaris malks@
minot.com 701-721-3674 
 Aug 23-24 Red River Valley 
Navhda NAVHDA Test Erie 
Steven Buck bucksmbuck@
cableone.net 701-729-6483 

 NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

 Aug 29-31 Merrimack Val-
ley Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Sharpe’s Farm Hopkinton 
Joanna Korte joannakorte@
gmail.com 603-664-5394 
 Sept 13-14 Katahdin GSP 
Club Of Portland Hunt Test 
Sharp’s Farm Route 202 & 
9 Hopkinton Pat Russell 
prussellpr@yahoo.com 603-
525-4654 

 NEW JERSEY 
 Sept 5-7 Delaware Valley 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Colliers Mills WMA Jack-
son Fred Gardiner fgar-
diner@gulfoil.com 732-440-
4140 
 Sept 5-7 South Jersey Re-
triever Club Trial Assun-
pink and Colliers Wildlfe 
Area New Egypt Denise 
DeMatteo drdematteo@rcn.
com 610-730-7817 
 Sept 26-28 Swamp Dog 
Club Retriever Trial Win-
slow Farms Winslow Linda 
Haskins llhaskins@ptd.net 
610-866-3960 
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 New Mexico 
 Aug 9-10 Roadrunner 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Navajo Lake 
State Park 1448 Highway 
511 #1 Navajo Dam Diane 
Archer darcher123@com-
cast.net 505-660-9417 

 NEW YORK 
 Aug 15-17 Empire Retriev-
er Club Trial Tonawanda 
WMA Alabama Elaine Wil-
low 910-283-9965 
 August 16 Long Island 
Retriever Field Trial Club 
Trial Otis Pike Preserve 
Exit 69 Manorville Susan 
Carpenter rhumblineret@
hotmail.com 631-845-1713 
 Aug 16 Westchester Re-
triever Club Trial Steward 
Airport Conserv Area Bar-
ron Rd Newburgh Sari 
Anne Manowiecki sarip-
lus3@embarqmail.com 973-
827-7072 
 Aug 22-24 Hudson Valley 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Newburgh Alexandria 
Costello alexcos@optonline.
net 631-385-2011 
 Aug 23-24 Black Creek 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Partridge Run State Park 
WMA East Berne Majorie 
Olden oldentymelabs@
juno.com 518-258-5630 
 Sept 6-7 Finger Lakes 
NAVHDA Test Alabama 
Denise Yard cjygsp@aol.
com 315-212-9579 
 Sept 20-21 GSP Club Of 
Western NY Hunt Test 
Darien Lake State Park Rt 
77 S of Summer Rd Darien 
Kathy Sadlon gspkodak@
yahoo.com 585-591-2904 
 Sept 20-21 Southern Tier of 
New York Navhda NAVH-
DA Test Greene Dan Kre-
mers dkremers@gmail.com 
315-420-3764 
 Sept 20-21 Southern Ad-
irondack Navhda NAVH-

DA Test Greenwich Leon 
Hairie hairie@aol.com 518-
871-1816 
 JSept 20-21 Rock Tavern 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Newburgh Jane De Casteja 
jdec@optonline.com 845-
351-2870 

 NOVA SCOTIA 
 Sept  27-28  Bluenose 
NAVHDA Carroll’s Corner 
Paige Pettis paigepettis@
hotmail.com 902-324-4868  

OHIO 
 S e p t  2 7 - 2 8  B u c k e y e 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Bloomingdale Mark Fraley 
mpfraley7@gmail.com 330-
679-2292 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Sept 19-21 Sooner Retriev-
er Club Hunt Test Polske 
Farms 4 M N of 66/177 
Meeker Sue Merhant rich-
suepoos@carnegienet.net 
580-654-2870 
 Sept 19-21 Sooner Retriever 
Club Trial Polske Farms 
4 M N of 66/177 Meeker 
Sue Merhant richsuepoos@
carnegienet.net 580-654-
2870 

 ONTARIO 
 Aug 2-3 Algoma Retriever 
Association Trial Sault Ste 
Marie Tom Dalton tom-
dalton@xplornet.com 705-
246-3750 
 Aug 9-10 Ottawa Valley 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Old Union Hall 
1984 Wolfgrove Road Mis-
sissippi Mills Carol Ford 
windfall2@sympatico.ca 
519-825-3250 
 Aug 22-24 Ottawa Re-
triever Club Trial McDon-
alds Corners Dona Martin 
dmartin@ripnet.com 613-
797-4330 
 Aug 23-24 Ottawa Valley 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Hopetown Brian Harg-

reaves brian.hargreaves@
rogers.com 613-795-7332 
 Aug 23-24 Luther Marsh 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Puslinch Tyler 
Wilson tyler.k.Wilson@ho-
tmail.com 289-388-7775 
 Aug 30-31 Georgian Bay 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Nancy Adams 
LeFaive adamslefaive99@
gmail.com 705-828-1188 
 Sept 6-7 Ontario Grand 
River Navhda NAVHDA 
Test Orangeville Janice 
Wolff vizslat@rogers.com 
519-759-1674 
 Sept 13-14 Vizsla Society 
Of Ontario Hunt Test Ama-
ranth Janice Wolff 519-759-
1674 
 Sept 20-21 Toronto Ontario 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Orangeville Pat Geraneo 
geraneo@sympatico.ca 416-
281-9334 
 Sept 20-21 Mill Creek 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Puslinch Deborah Burke 
905-876-4959 

OREGON 
 Aug 3 Oregon GWP Club 
Hunt Test Sauvie Island 
Crane Lake Area Portland 
Lynn Calkins gwpcascade@
gmail.com 503-638-5738 
 Aug 3 GSP Club Of Oregon 
Trial 20149 NW Kay Rd 
North Plains Patti Good-
ding oregongsp@aol.com 
503-625-7150 
 Aug 9-10 Green Valley 
Pointing Dog Club Of Or-
egon Hunt Test Queener 
Ridge Pheasant Co 40485 
Queener Dr Scio Barbara 
Young byoung-smith@hot-
mail.com 541-342-3459 
 Aug 9-10 Willamette Wei-
maraner Club Trial Sau-
vie Island Game MA Port-
land Carmen Spencer car-
menspencer4@hotmail.com 
541-895-3741 

 Aug 15-17 Willamette Val-
ley Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Corvallis Nancy Breuner 
welchjay@live.com 541-
389-6353 
 Sept 12-14 Willamette Val-
ley Retriever Club Trial 
Duck Central and Vollstedt 
Farm Junction City Julie 
Zuhlke e_zuhlke@yahoo.
com 541-521-0732 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 Aug 9-10 Presque Isle Re-
triever Club Of Erie Hunt 
Test 8617 Tower Rd Spring-
boro Tara Perby xroads-
blds@aol.com 440-286-5744 
 Aug 23-24 Hickory Run 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
White Haven Richard Holt 
rick_holt@mac.com 610-
703-2160 
 Sept 5-7 Shenango Navhda 
NAVHDA Test Snyder Coal 
Company Grounds Bar-
kleyville Marion Siebert 
sieset@comcast.net 412-
751-0214 
 Sept 20-21 Susquehanna 
Valley English Springer 
Club Hunt Test Warrington 
Hunt Club 500 Yeager Road 
Wellsville Sabine Wallet 
sabinewallet@yahoo.com 
717-698-5400 
 Sept 20-21 Pittsburgh Span-
iel FT Club Trial Hillendale 
Hunting Club Sin King Val-
ley Morrow Road Tyrone 
Ed Hershey ehershey48@
gmail.com 740-264-3052 
 Sept 20-21 Keystone Navh-
da NAVHDA Test 7732 
Carlisle Rd Wellsville Kris-
ten King ninapuchina@
comcast.net 717-258-3990 
 Sept 27-28 Weimaraner 
Club Of Greater Cleveland 
Hunt Test Oak Ridge Point-
ing Dog Club Grounds 
Porter Rd Harrisonville 
Pat Bailey ohhuntgogd@
comcast.net 330-532-4835 

 QUEBEC 
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 Aug 8-20 Quebec City 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Quebec City Dany Dulac 
pudelpointer-quebec@sym-
patico.ca 418-836-1312 
 Aug 15-17 Eastern Quebec 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
La Durantaye Yvon Lebel 
lebelyvon@hotmail.com 
418-839=7964 
 Aug 16-17 Club Du Chien 
Rapporteur Monteregie 
Hunt Test St Thomas John 
Kuepferrling 514-624-3225 
 Sept 6-7 Montreal Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Que-
bec Annie Ulrich griffon-
korthals7@gmail.com 450-
501-3499 

SASKATCHEWA 
 Aug 2-4 Saskatchewan 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Bradwell Tracy Auchstaet-
ter tracyandlinton@hot-
mail.com 306-652-7863 

UTAH 
 Aug 1-3 Great Salt Lake Re-
triever Club Trial Whitney 
Reservoir Evanston Cyn-
thia Galster cindygalster@
msn.com 801-573-1233 
 Aug 22-24 Wasatch Moun-
tain NAVHDA Test Logan 
Annie Johnson annie@my-
proloans.com 801-458-9076 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
 Aug 9-10 Jim River Hunt-
ing Retriever Hunting 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Lynn Lake Lodge 13551 
427th Ave. Webster Jessica 
Dowler frlabs@yahoo.com 
605-691-3044 
 Aug 23-24 South Dakota 
Hunting Dog Club Hunt 
Test Running Grounds 100-
294 S Ellis Rd Sioux Falls 
Jenny Martinsen jenny_
martinsen@yahoo.com 605-
929-2451 
 Aug 29-31 Sioux Valley 
Retriever Club Trial Grass 
Lake 26206 459th Avenue 
Hartford Mary Jo Semmler 

sgmjsemmler17@gmail.
com 605-647-5667 

VIRGINIA 
 Sept 19-21 Tidewater Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
Webb Property Sussex 
Linda Downey linda.tide-
water@hotmail.com 804-
794-8212 
 Sept 26-28 Mid-Atlantic 
Hunting Retriever Club 
of  Virginia Hunt Test 
Cork Road 220 Darlington 
Heights Rd. Darlington 
Heights Bonnie Cuddihy 
artcie@yahoo.com 804-909-
4777 

VERMONT 
 Aug 22-24 Lake Champlain 
Retriever Club Trial Pri-
vate Properties Morrisville 
Jennifer Adsit lightfarm@
gmavt.net 802-922-7260 

WASHINGTON 
 Aug 1-3 Northwest Retriev-
er Trial Club Trial Monroe & 
Duvall Carnation Linda 
Johnson info@birchbayr-
etrievers.com 425-391-8037 
 Aug 8-10 Tacoma Retriever 
Club Trial Scheuber Road & 
Bunker Creek Road Adna 
Marion Carey yelmlabs@
gmail.com 360-870-8083 
 Aug 16-17 East Seattle 
Pointer Club Trial Scatter 
Creek #1 Rochester Irene 
Palmer irenepalmergsp@
gmail.com 253-677-7879 
 Sept 5-7 Pacific Northwest 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Larry Masons 826 Cine-
bar Rd Silver Creek Steve 
Graham sdgraham@duck-
swild.com 503-647-0310 

WISCONSIN 
 Aug 1-3 Winnebago Lab-
rador Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Bong Rec Area Kansas-
ville Linda Waco wacol@
mc.net 815-363-7547 
 Aug 2-3 Muddywaters 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 

Mead Wildlife Area Hwy 
O Marshfield Perry Stewart 
pjstewart@charter.net 715-
340-8383 
 Aug 8-10 Manitowoc Coun-
ty Kennel Club Retriever 
Trial Field Grounds Valders 
Judy Powers jp2jp1@aol.
com 920-565-3441 
 Aug 9-10 Wisconsin River 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Mazomanie Anne Zeches 
zeches1@charter.net 608-
334-5022 
 Aug 15-17 Central WI Mud-
dywaters Retriever Club 
Trial Mead WMA Stevens 
Point Sarah Wilke rwilke@
uwsp.edu 715-824-2416 
 Aug 16-17 Kettle Moraine 
Navhda NAVHDA Test 
Lomira Deb Stott ronstott@
aol.com 920-434-5545 
 Aug 16-17 Island View 
Retriever Club Hunt Test 
Manitowoc Cty Kennel 
Club Gnds Valders Tom 
Heidl chocolatelabs@att.net 
920-233-4864 
 Aug 16-17 Brew City Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Kansas-
ville Laura Picard lauradpi-
card@aol.com 847-274-6754 
 Aug 22-24 Blackhawk Re-
triever Club Trial Fox Hol-
low Kennels S 864 Cty Rd 
H Mondovi Lance Hughey 
lance@fourleaflabs.com 
608-386-9762 
 Aug 22-24 North Central 
Wisconsin Navhda NAVH-
DA Test Mead Wildlife Area 
Junction City Sally Peeters 
stoneyacres@centurytel.net 
715-564-3196 
 Aug 23-24 Gordon Setter 
Club Of America Trial Pine 
Island Field Trial Grounds 
Portage Connie Rhoden 
crhoden@tamdhusetters.
com 262-538-1048 
 Aug 23-24 Manitowoc 
County Kennel Club Re-
triever Hunt Test Manito-

woc Kennel Club Valders 
Michael Brookins rlhasn@
aol.com 920- 
 Aug 30-1 Madison Re-
triever Club Hunt Test Rod-
Hook Lake Hwy 138 & 
Hauge Rd Oregon Carol 
Hynes carolhynes608@
gmail.com 608-235-9158 
 Aug 30-31 WI English 
Springer Spaniel Assoc 
Hunt Test Bong Recreation 
Area Kansasville Diane 
Gribble degribble@aol.com 
262-523-1130 
 Sept 6-7 GWP Club Of 
Wis Hunt Test Ottawa FT 
Grounds Hwy 67 & 106 
Eagle Carol Cagle gwppi-
ette@aol.com 920-779-6608 
 Sept 6-7 Wisconsin Navh-
da NAVHDA Test Krystal 
Creek Kennels Cedar Grove 
Tracy Harmeyer steve42@
wi.rr.com 920-377-6053 
 Sept 6-7 Fox Valley Re-
triever Club Hunt Test Bong 
Rec Area Kansasville Jim 
Wick jwick@wi.rr.com 414-
614-2612 
 Sept 20-21 Northstar Wei-
maraner Club Hunt Test 
Good Go Ing 1188 192nd 
Street Baldwin Laurie Sales 
venture@lakefield.net 920-
553-8516 
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Dog Shows

ALBERTA 
 Aug 1-4 Alberta Kennel 
Club Show Calgary 
 Aug 7-10 Edmonton Ken-
nel Club Show Edmonton 
 Sept 12-14 Calgary Ken-
nel & Obedience Club Co-
chrane 

ALABAMA 
 Sept 20-21 Anniston Kennel 
Club Show Cane 9 Creek 
RV Park 5002 Hwy 46 He-
flin 

ARKANSAS 
 Aug 9-10 Arkansas Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds West Roosevelt 
Rd. Little Rock 
 Sept 27-28 Hot Springs Na-
tional Park Kennel Club 
Show Convention Center 
134 Convention Boulevard 
Hot Springs 

ARIZONA 
 Sept 13-14 Prescott Ari-
zona Kennel Club Show 
Old Home Manor 2100 E. 
Perkensville Road Chino 
Valley 
 Sept 27-28 Arizona White 
Mountain Kennel Club 
Show Show Low High 
School 1200 N Cougar Lane 
Show Low 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

 Aug 2-4 Campbell River 
Dog Fanciers Society Show 
Campbell River 
 Aug 5-7 Glacier View Ken-
nel Club Show Courtenay 
 Aug 8-10 Victoria Coun-
ty Kennel Club Show Saa-
nichton 

 Aug 15-17 West Kootenay 
Kennel Club Castlegar 
 Aug 22-25 Cranbrook & 
District Kennel Club Show 
Cranbrook 
 Aug 29-1 Kamloops & Dis-
trict Kennel Club Show Ka-
mloops 
 Sept 5-7 Skaha Kennel Club 
Osoyoos 
 Sept 26-28 Mount Cheam 
Canine Association Chill-
iwack 

CALIFORNIA 
 Aug 2-3 Richmond Dog 
Fanciers Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 655 S 1 Street 
Dixon 
 Aug 9 South Bay Ken-
nel Club Show Los Ange-
les Harbor College 1111 
Figueroa Place Wilmington 
 Aug 22 Simi Valley Ken-
nel Club Show Earl Warren 
Showgrounds Las Positas 
Road Santa Barbara 
 Aug 23-24 Mensona Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show So-
noma County Fairgrounds 
1350 Bennett Valley Rd San-
ta Rosa 
 Aug 23-24 Santa Barbara 
Kennel Club Inc Show Earl 
Warren Showgrounds Las 
Positas Road Santa Barbara 
 Aug 30-31 Gold Country 
Kennel Club Show Nevada 
County Fairgrounds 11228 
McCourtney Rd Grass Val-
ley 
 Sept 6-7 Redwood Empire 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Fairgrounds Drive 
& Payran Street Petaluma 
 Sept 13-14 Sir Francis Drake 
Kennel Club Inc Show Fair-
grounds Fairgrounds Drive 
Highway 37 Vallejo 

 Sept 13-14 Santa Ana Val-
ley Kennel Club Show Faor-
grounds 88 Fair Dr Cos-
ta Mesa 
 Sept 27-28 Burbank Kennel 
Club Show L A Valley Col-
lege 5800 Fulton Avenue 
Van Nuys 

COLORADO 
 Aug 16-17 Greeley Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Island 
Grove Regional Park 501 N. 
14th Ave Greeley 
 Sept 6-7 Evergreen Colo-
rado Kennel Club Show Is-
land Grove Regional Park 
501 N. 14th Ave Greeley 
 Sept 20-21 Arapahoe Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
25690 E Quincy Ave Aurora 
 Sept 25-28 Grand Valley 
Kennel Club Show Mesa 
County Fairgrounds 2785 
Hightway 50 Grand Junc-
tion 

CONNECTICUT 
 Sept 21 Northwestern 
Connecticut Dog Club Inc. 
Show Goshen Fairgrounds 
Route 63 Goshen 

FLORIDA 
 Sept 20-21 West Volusia 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Int 4 & Rt 44 De-
land 
 Sept 27-28 Jacksonville Dog 
Fanciers’ Association Inc. 
Show Show Grounds East-
side CR 25A N 2 3mi N of 
SR 326 Ocala 

GEORGIA 
 Aug 21 Griffin Georgia 
Kennel Club Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 3850 
Jonesboro Rd Atlanta 

 Aug 22 Sawnee Mountain 
Kennel Club of Georgia 
Show Atlanta Exposition 
Cntr South 3850 Jonesboro 
Rd Atlanta 
 Aug 23 Lawrenceville Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 3850 
Jonesboro Rd Atlanta 
 Aug 24 Conyers Kennel 
Club of Georgia Show At-
lanta Exposition Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd Atlanta 

HAWAII 
 Aug 16-17 West Oahu Ken-
nel Club Show Barbers 
Point Elementary School 
Ewa 
 Aug 30-31 Hawaiian Ken-
nel Club Show Neal S Blais-
dell Center 777 Ward Ave-
nue Honolulu 

ILLINOIS 
 Aug 2-3 Crab Orchard Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show County 
Pavilion 1602 Sioux Drive 
Marion 
 Aug 23-24 Elgin Kennel 
Club Show Fairgrounds 525 
S. Randall Rd. St Charles 
 Aug 30-31 Danville Illinois 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 413 N Seminary 
Rd. Georgetown 
 Sept 27-28 Rockford-Free-
port Illinois Kennel Club 
Show Stephenson County 
Fairgrounds Walnut & Fair-
grounds Rds Freeport 

INDIANA 
 Aug 14-16 Muncie Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
N Wheeling Ave Muncie 
 Aug 15-17 Anderson Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
N Wheeling Ave Muncie 
 Sept 13-14 Greater Lafay-
ette Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 1300 E 100 S 
Lebanon 
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 Sept 20-21 Kennel Club of 
Columbus Indiana Show 
Hoosier Horse Park 7105 S. 
Kern Street Edinburgh 

IOWA 
 Aug 2-3 Burlington Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Agri Sports 
Arena Gear Ave & U S 34 
West Burlington 
 Aug 29-30 Tri-City Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Convention 
Center 39 38th Ave Amana 
 Aug 31-1 Cedar Rapids 
Kennel Association Inc. 
Show Convention Center 
39 38th Ave Amana 
 Sept 6-7 Des Moines Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Iowa 
State Fairgrounds E 30th & 
Grand Avenue Des Moines  

KANSAS 
 Aug 15-17 Jesse James Ken-
nel Club Show Kansas Ex-
pocentre One Expocentre 
Drive Topeka 
 Aug 16-18 Greater Empo-
ria Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Kansas Expocentre One Ex-
pocentre Drive Topeka 
 Aug 21-23 Manhattan Kan-
sas Kennel Club Show Kan-
sas Expocentre One Expo-
centre Drive Topeka 
 Aug 22-24 Topeka Ken-
nel Club Show Kansas Ex-
pocentre One Expocentre 
Drive Topeka 

KENTUCKY 
 Aug 21-23 Owensboro’s 
River City Kennel Club 
Show Convention Center 
501 W 2nd St Owensboro 
 Aug 22-24 Southern In-
diana Kennel Club Show 
Convention Center 501 W 
2nd St Owensboro 
 Aug 25 Evansville Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Convention Center 
501 W 2nd St Owensboro 
 Aug 28-30 Lexington Ken-
nel Club Inc Show Ken-
tucky Horse Park 4089 Iron 
Works Pike Lexington 

 Aug 29-31 Northern Ken-
tucky Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Kentucky Horse Park 
4089 Iron Works Pike Lex-
ington 
 Sept 1 Mid-Kentucky Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Ken-
tucky Horse Park 4089 Iron 
Works Pike Lexington 

LOUISIANA 
 Aug 1-3 Metairie Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Pontchar-
train Center 4550 Williams 
Boulevard Kenner 
 Aug 2 Louisiana Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Pontchar-
train Center 4545 Williams 
Boulevard Kenner 
 Aug 29-30 Bayou Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Civic Cen-
ter 401 Lea Joyner Memori-
al Expressway Monroe 
 Aug 31-1 Vicksburg Ken-
nel Club of Mississippi Inc. 
Show Civic Center 401 Lea 
Joyner Memorial Express-
way Monroe 

MAINE 
 Aug 28 Central Maine 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Common Rd 
Union 
 Aug 30-31 Mid-Coast Ken-
nel Club of Maine Show 
Fairgrounds Commons Rd 
Union 

MANITOBA 
 Aug 14-17 Manitoba Ca-
nine Association Inc. Show 
East St Paul 
 Sept 12-14 Fort Garry Ken-
nel Club Oakbank  

MASSACHUSETTS 
 Aug 16-17 Wachusett Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Trade 
Center 150 Royal Plaza 
Drive Marlborough 
 Aug 20-24 Elm City Ken-
nel Club Show Eastern 
States Exposition Grounds 
1305 Memorial Ave West 
Springfield 

 Aug 21-23 Newtown Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Eastern 
States Exposition Grounds 
1305 Memorial Ave West 
Springfield 
 Aug 22 Northwestern 
Connecticut Dog Club Inc. 
Show Eastern States Expo-
sition Grounds 1305 Memo-
rial Ave West Springfield 
 Sept 11-14 Cape Cod Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 1220 Nathan S. El-
lis Hwy Falmouth 
 Sept 12-13 South Shore 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 1220 Nathan S. El-
lis Hwy Falmouth 

MICHIGAN 
 Aug 2 Sturgis Kennel Club 
Show Calhoun County Fair-
grounds Marshall 
 Aug 3 Berrien Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds Marshall 
 Aug 29-31 Marquette Ken-
nel Club Show Lakeview 
Arena 301 E Fair Ave Mar-
quette 
 Aug 30-31 Jaxon Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
200 N Granson St Jackson 
 Sept 13-14 St. Clair Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
Hwy M-21 Goodells 
 Sept 27-28 Monroe Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
3775 S Custer Rd Monroe 

MINNESOTA 
 Aug 9-10 Kennel Club of 
Freeborn County Minneso-
ta Inc. Show City Arena RR 
1 Albert Lea 
 Aug 23-24 St. Croix Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 12300 North 40th 
St. Lake Elmo 
 Sept 13-14 Rochester Min-
nesota Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 16th 
Street SE and 3rd Ave SE 
Rochester 

MISSISSIPPI 
 Aug 16-17 Memphis Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Multi-
Purpose Arena 7360 High-
way 51 North Southaven 
 Sept 4-5 Singing River 
Kennel Club of Mississip-
pi Show Mississippi Coast 
Coliseum 2350 Beach Blvd 
Biloxi 
 Sept 6-7 Mobile Kennel 
Club Show Mississippi 
Coast Coliseum 2350 Beach 
Blvd Biloxi 
 Sept 11-12 Greenville Mis-
sissippi Kennel Club SHow 
Fairgrounds Greymont & 
High Sts Jackson 
 Sept 13-14 Mississippi State 
Kennel Club Inc. SHow 
Fairgrounds Greymont & 
High Sts Jackson 

MISSOURI 
 Aug 30-31 St. Louis Dog 
Breeders Association Inc. 
Show Purina Farms 200 
Checkboard Dr Gray Summit 
 Sept 13-14 Three Rivers 
Kennel Club of Missouri 
Show Purina Farms 300 
Checkerboard Loop Gray 
Summit 
 Sept 19 Rolla Missouri 
Kennel Club Show Purina 
Farms 200 Checkboard Dr 
Gray Summit 
 Sept 20 Spirit of the Heart-
land Kennel Club Show Pu-
rina Farms 200 Checkboard 
Dr Gray Summit 
 Sept 21 Jefferson Coun-
ty Kennel Club of Mis-
souri Show Purina Farms 
200 Checkboard Dr Gray 
Summit 

MONTANA 
 Sept 18-21 Gallatin Dog 
Club Show Lewis and Clark 
County Fairgrounds Helena 
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NEVADA 
 Aug 16-17 Reno Kennel 
Club Show Grand Sierra 
Resort 2500 East Second 
St. Reno 
 Sept 27-28 Bonanza Kennel 
Club of Carson City Show 
Fuji Park Highway 395 
South & Clear Creek Road 
Carson City

 NEW 
BRUNSWICK 

 Aug 15-18 New Brunswick 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
New Brunswick Westfield 

NEW JERSEY 
 Aug 3 Hunterdon Hills 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Rt 179 Ringoes 
 Aug 28 Kennel Club of 
Northern New Jersey Show 
Sussex Cty Farm Horse 
Grounds Plains Rd Augusta 
 Aug 29-30 Newton Ken-
nel Club Show Sussex Cty 
Farm & Horseshows Grds 
Plains Road Augusta 
 Aug 31 Sussex Hills Kennel 
Club Inc. Show William G 
Mennen Sports Arena 161 
East Hanover Avenue Mor-
ristown 
 Sept 1 Schooley’s Mountain 
Kennel Club Show William 
G Mennen Sports Arena 161 
East Hanover Avenue Mor-
ristown 
 Sept 5 Tuxedo Park Kennel 
Club Show North Branch 
Park 355 Milltown Rd 
Bridgewater 
 Sept 6 Somerset Hills 
Kennel Club Show North 
Branch Park 355 Milltown 
Rd Bridgewater 
 Aug 9-10 Conception Bay 
Kennel Club Bay Roberts 

NEW MEXICO 
 Sept 6-7 Rio Pecos Kennel 
Club Show Riac Park Earl 
Cummins Street Roswell 

NEW YORK 
 Aug 6 Saratoga New York 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Ballston Spa 
 Aug 7 Glens Falls Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
Ballston Spa 
 Aug 8 Mohawk Valley Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
Ballston Spa 
 Aug 9 Southern Adiron-
dack Dog Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Ballston Spa 
 Aug 10 Bennington Coun-
ty Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Ballston Spa 
 Aug 14-15 Susque-Nango 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Fire-
mans Field Day Grounds 9 
Field Day Dr Apalachin 
 Aug 16-17 Tioga County 
Kennel Club Show Fire-
mans Field Day Grounds 9 
field Day Rd Apalachin 
 Aug 30-31 Tonawanda Val-
ley Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Bullard Park East Ave Rt 
31 Albion 
 Sept 25 Elmira Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Sampson State 
Park Rte 96A Romulus 
 Sept 26-27 Suffolk Coun-
ty Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Flowerfield Route 25A St 
James 
 Sept 26 Onondaga Ken-
nel Association Inc. Show 
Sampson State Park 6096 
Rte 96A Romulus 
 Sept 27 Kanadasaga Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Sampson 
State Park Rte 96A Romulus 
 Sept 28 Finger Lakes Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Samp-
son State Park 6096 Rte 96A 
Romulus 

NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 Aug 13-14 Danville Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Colise-
um Complex 1921 W Lee St 
Greensboro 

 Aug 15 Greater Hickory 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Col-
iseum Complex` 1921 W 
Lee St Greensboro 
 Aug 16-17 Carolina Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Colise-
um Complex 1921 W Lee St 
Greensboro 
 Aug 29 Alamance Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
1025 Blue Ridge Rd. Raleigh 
 Aug 30 Durham Kennel 
Club Inc Show Fairgrounds 
1025 Blue Ridge Rd. Raleigh 
 Aug 31 Raleigh Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
1025 Blue Ridge Rd. Raleigh 
 Sept 1 Cary Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 1025 
Blue Ridge Rd. Raleigh 
 Sept 13-14 Moore County 
Kennel Club of North Car-
olina Show Polo Field NC 
Highway 5 Pinehurst

NORTH 
DAKOTA 

 Aug 1-3 Bismarck Kennel 
Club Show VFW All Sea-
sons Arena 1200 N Wash-
ington St Bismarck 

NOVA SCOTIA 
 Aug 30-1 Halifax Kennel 
Club Halifax 
 Sept 6-7 Pictou County 
Kennel Club Trenton 

OHIO 
 Aug 1 Columbiana Coun-
ty Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds Rt 46 Canfield 
 Aug 2 Beaver County Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds Rt 46 Canfield 
 Aug 3 Mahoning-Shenan-
go Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 46 Canfield 
 Aug 9-10 Lorain County Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show KC Park 
49979 State Rt 511 Oberlin 
 Aug 16-17 St. Clairsville 
Ohio Kennel Club Show 
Belmont County Park Ros-
coe Road St Clairsville 

 Aug 22-23 Sugarbush Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Polo 
Field Ohio Route 87 & Cha-
grin River Road Chagrin 
Falls 
 Aug 24 Western Reserve 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Polo Field Ohio Route 87 
& Chagrin River Road Cha-
grin Falls 
 Sept 6-7 Clermont Coun-
ty Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds St Route 132 
Owensville 
 Sept 13-14 Licking River 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds 157 East Fair Av-
enue Lancaster 
Oklahoma 
 Sept 4-7 West Central Okla-
homa Kennel Club Show 
Civic Center 1016 Airport 
Industrial Road Elk City 

ONTARIO 
 Aug 2-4 Barrie Kennel & 
Obedience Club Inc. Show 
Orilla 
 Aug 5-7 Grey-Bruce Ken-
nel & Obedience Club Inc. 
Show Owen Sound 
 Aug 8-10 Kilbride & Dis-
trict Kennel Club Show 
Milton 
 Aug 12-14 Temiskaming 
Kennel Club New Liskeard 
 Aug 15-17 Thousand Is-
lands Kennel & Obedience 
Club Show Brockville 
 Aug 15-17 St Catherines 
& District Kennel Club 
Welland 
 Aug 21-24 Markham Ken-
nel Club Show Pickering 
 Aug 22-25 Stormont Dun-
das & Glengarry Dog As-
sociation Show Long Sault 
 Aug 28-31 Cornwall Dis-
trict Kennel Club Show In-
gleside 
 Aug 29-1 Essex County 
Kennel Club Show Kings-
ville 
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For a complete Calendar 
of events go to www.

Bdarn.com

 Sept 12-14 Oakville & Dis-
trict Kennel Club Show 
Milton 
 Sept 19-21 Thunder Bay 
Kennel & Training Club 
Show Thunder Bay 

OREGON 
 Aug 30-31 Longview-Kel-
so Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 58892 Sausler 
Road St Helens 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 Aug 8-9 Penn Ridge Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Farm Show 
Complex Maclay & Camer-
on Sts Harrisburg 
 Aug 10 Harrisburg Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Farm Show 
Complex Maclay & Camer-
on Sts Harrisburg 
 Aug 23-24 Mid Susquehan-
na Valley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds Mid-
dleburg 
 Sept 6-7 Altoona Area Ken-
nel Association Inc. Show 
Duman Lake Park 157 
County Park Rd. Ebensburg 
 Sept 11-12 Pocono Moun-
tain Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Macungie Memorial Park 
Route 100 Macungie 
 Sept 13 Lehigh Valley Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Macun-
gie Memorial Park Route 
100 Macungie 
 Sept 14 Berks County Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Macun-
gie Memorial Park Route 
100 Macungie 
 Sept 20-21 Butler County 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds Route 422 Prospect 
 Sept 30 Hatboro Dog Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 576 Penns 
Park Rd Wrightstown 

QUEBEC 
 Aug 1-3 Societe Canine De 
Quebec Inc. Show Ste Foy 
 Aug 9-10 Societe Canine 
Beauceronne Show Saint-
Gilles 

 Sept 19-21 Club Canin Cho-
medey Canine Club Terre-
bonne  

SOUTH DAKOTA 
 Aug 30-1 Saskatoon Ken-
nel & Obedience Club Sas-
katoon 

TENNESSEE 
 Sept 4-6 Clarksville Kennel 
Club Show Williamson Cty 
Ag Park 4215 Long Lake 
Franklin 
 Sept 5-7 Maury Coun-
ty Kennel Club of Tennes-
see Show Williamson Co. 
Ag. Park 4215 Long Lane 
Franklin 
 Sept 13-14 Chattanooga 
Kennel Club Show Camp 
Jordan Park 315 Camp Jor-
dan Rd East Ridge 
 Sept 27-28 Greater Mur-
freesboro Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Middle Tenn State 
Univ Livestock Center 1720 
Greenland Dr Murfrees-
boro 

TEXAS 
 Sept 11-14 Panhandle Ken-
nel Club of Texas Inc. Show 
Civic Center 401 S. Buchan-
an St. Amarillo 

UTAH 
 Sept 13-14 Bonneville Ba-
sin Kennel Association Da-
vis County Legacy Events 
Center 151 South 1100 West 
Farmington 

VIRGINIA 
 Aug 1-2 Roanoke Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Civic Cen-
ter 1001 Boulevard Salem 
 Aug 3 New River Valley 
Kennel Club Show Civ-
ic Center 1001 Boulevard 
Salem 
 Sept 20-21 Chesapeake Vir-
ginia Dog Fanciers Associ-
ation Show City Park 500 
Greenbriar Parkway Ches-
apeake 

 Sept 28 Old Dominion 
Kennel Club of Northern 
Virginia Inc. Show Long 
Branch Farm Rt 626 Mill-
wood 

WASHINGTON 
 Aug 9-10 Nisqually Kennel 
Club Show Skyhawks Park 
425 Marvin Road SE Lacey 
 Aug 16-17 Olympic Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Expo 
Center 45224 284th Ave SE 
Enumclaw 
 Aug 24 Sammamish Ken-
nel Club Show King County 
Marymoor Park Redmond 
 Sept 13-14 Wenatchee 
Kennel Club Show Chelan 
County Expo Center 5700 
Wescott Dr. Cashmere 
 Sept 27-28 Richland Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Colum-
bia Park 5111 SE Columbia 
Drive Kennewick 

WEST VIRGINIA 
 Aug 23-24 Magic Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show Su-
perstore Arena 1 Civic Cen-
ter Plaza Huntington 

WISCONSIN 
 Aug 8 Cudahy Kennel Club 
Show Grant Park 215 Lake 
Drive South Milwaukee 
 Aug 10-11 Greater Racine 
Kennel Club Show Per-
shing Park Shore of Lake 
Michigan Racine 
 Aug 16-17 Marshfield Area 
Kennel Club Show Cen-
tral Wisconsin State Fair 
Grounds 513 East 17th 
Street Marshfield 
 Sept 6-7 Kenosha Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
Wilmot 

 Sept 13-14 Manitowoc 
County Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Expo Grounds 4921 
Expo Drive Manitowoc 
 Sept 20-21 Sheboygan Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 229 Fairview Drive 
Plymouth 

WYOMING 
 Aug 30-31 Cheyenne Ken-
nel Club Show Frontier 
Park 8th Avenue at Hynds 
Blvd Cheyenne 
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Birds In The Pan

Tender Pheasants

4 small pheasants, cleaned and rinsed

1/2 pound sliced bacon

1 can condensed cream of mushroom 
soup

1 cup sour cream

1 cup water

1 small onion, chopped

1 package dry onion soup mix

1 can sliced mushrooms

salt and ground black pepper to taste

    Place the pheasants into a large slow 
cooker. Wrap and drape the bacon over 
the birds, covering the pheasants as 
much as you can. Whisk the condensed 
soup, sour cream, water, chopped 
onion, onion soup mix, and mushrooms 
together in a mixing bowl. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper. Pour over the 
pheasants.
    
Cook on Low for 8 to 10 hours, or on 
High for 5 to 7 hours.

Crisp Roast Duck

    1 (5- to 6-lb) Long Island duck (also 
known as Pekin)
    2 cups boiling-hot water
    1 tablespoon kosher salt
    1 teaspoon black pepper

Put oven rack in middle position and 
preheat oven to 425°F.

If necessary, cut off wing tips with poultry 
shears or a sharp knife. Remove and 
discard excess fat from body cavity and 
neck, then rinse duck inside and out. 
Prick skin all over with a sharp fork. Fold 
neck skin under body, then put duck, 
breast side up, on a rack in a 13- by 9- by 
3-inch roasting pan and pour boiling-
hot water over duck (to tighten skin). 
Cool duck, then pour out any water from 
cavity into pan. Pat duck dry inside and 
out, reserving water in pan, then rub 
duck inside and out with kosher salt and 
pepper.

Roast duck, breast side up, 45 minutes, 
then remove from oven. Turn duck over 
using 2 wooden spoons, and roast 45 
minutes more. Turn duck over again 
(breast side up), tilting duck to drain any 
liquid from cavity into pan. Continue to 
roast duck until skin is brown and crisp, 
about 45 minutes more (total roasting 
time: about 2 1/4 hours). Tilt duck to 
drain any more liquid from cavity into 
pan. Transfer duck to a cutting board 
and let stand 15 minutes before carving. 
Discard liquid in roasting pan.
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Advertising Rates

Don’t know if the net will pay off for you? 
It only costs $160/year to find out.

Call any of our advertisers in this magazine, they are also on our web pages, ask them about 
the advertising with Bird Dog & Retriever News. They’ll tell you the great benefits of being on 
the net and in print. Put your product or kennel where it can get seen. We get a million hits a 
month. Not just in print or the internet, but both with Bird Dog & Retriever News.

Go to our website www.Bdarn.com to start or give us a call.

We offer quarter pay at no extra 
charge, either online or billed

Your ad goes in the magazine AND on our internet web site. Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue 
rate. All ads include one color picture on the internet site we set-up for you. Advertising deadline: the 
1st of the month prior to the issue date:Jan   1, March 1, May 1, July 1, Sept 1,Nov 1.The entire magazine 
is online 60 days after print. How many people read Bird Dog & Retriever News in print and on the 
net? In addition to the print copies we get over a million of hits a month online.
Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue rates
25 Word Classifieds $300 Additional words $2 each (Contact name, city, state and phone “together” count as 1 word)

1”/Yr     $320   2 1/4” x 1”
2”/Yr    $380  2 1/4” x 2”
1/9 page/Yr $480   2 1/4” x 3”
Display ads over 1/9 page will be in the article/news portion of the magazine AND listed under their heading in marketplace.

1/6 page/Yr $520   4 3/4” x 2 1/4”
1/4 page/Yr $600  Wide 4 3/4” x 3 1/2” Tall 4 3/4” x 3 1/2”
1/3 page/Yr $700  Wide 7 1/4” x 3”   Tall 9 1/2” x 2 1/4”
1/2 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 4 3/4” Tall 9 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
2/3 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 6 1/2” Tall 9 1/2” x 4 3/4” 
1 Page/Yr $1500  9 1/2” x 7 1/4”     Cover $2000/Yr 
Internet web links or buttons (Plus a listing in the magazine) $260/Yr
Full color internet page see front page (Plus an ad in the magazine) $360/Yr
Domain name site ($360 page with yourbusiness.com) as the web address $600/Yr 
You can pay with a credit card online either annually or quarterly on our website just click on  ADV WITH US
Agency Commission: 15% of gross billing allowed to recognized advertising agencies, account must be 
paid within 30 days of invoice.

$120/Yr for web only link
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BOYKIN SPANIELS
J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For 
information on upcoming litters, 
stud service, training or just want 
to talk about the “little brown 
dogs” just callJan   or Larry Hinch-
man, Hammond, WI 715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS
BEN’S BRITTANYS: Ben & Diane 
Jacobsen LeRoy, MN 507-324-5558

www.bensbrittanys.com

CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breed-
ing Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit blood-
lines Since 1973. Contact Jim Long, 
208 W. Ash St, Roberts, WI 54023 
715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

DRAHTHAARS
VDD GROUP NORTH AMERICA:  
Brighton, IL  618-372-3156

www.VDD-GNA.org

ENGLISH SETTERS
BUCKEYE KENNELS: Profes-
sional trainer and breeding since 
1955. See our dogs and our train-
ing products on our website. Dick 
Geswein, Waterloo OH 740-643-
0148  buckeyebirdog@yahoo.com

www.bdarn.com/buckeye

DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  Facto-
ryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

GROUSE RIDGE SETTERS: Pete 
& Katie Flanagan Oxford, NY 607-
334-4920

www.grouseridgesetters.com

GERMAN 
SHORTHAIRED 

POINTERS

HALLS KENNEL Hall’s Kennel: 
Top hunting bloodlines, great 
natural ability,  Health guaranteed, 
Full AKC registration, Micro-
chipped, Raised around kids, Pots-
dam NY, (315) 268-0870  PD00283 

www.hallskennel.com

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby 
Rust 785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

GERMAN 
WIREHAIRED 

POINTERS
FUNKS KENNELS: German Wire-
hairs 35 year kennel. All breeding 
stock Prize 1 NAVHDA scores on 
both sides of pedigree. OFA, Thy-
roid Certified, FUNKSKENNELS.
com Gerald Funk 320-732-2714

www.Funkskennel.com

GOLDEN RETRIEVER
WILDFIRE GOLDENS: Roz Wil-
son, Montgomery, MN,507-744-
4245, Field Golden Puppies and 
Started dogs.

www.wildfiregoldens.com

IRISH WATER SPANIEL
SARACEN IRISH WATER SPAN-
IELS : Menomonee Falls, WI 262-
255-3639

www.irishspaniel.com

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: 
Two new litters Chocolate, Black 
and Yellow Labrador Retrievers 
in North Carolina for Field Trial-
ing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, 
Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.bdarn.com/bentwood

BROWNS SPRING RIVER RE-
TRIEVERS: Available soon a great 
litter with 48 champion titles in 
these two dogs combined pedi-
grees.   Both are extremely intel-
ligent, driven, hunting machines.
Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-
235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns

CAROLINA TARHEEL RETRIEVERS: 
Our goal is to breed healthy retrievers 
for hunting and hunting tests, or just 
a long lasting friend. Keith & Julie 
Jordan, Creswell, NC 252-797-5326 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina

KIRBY LABRADORS: Breeding 
and training of labrador retriev-
ers for hunting, hunt testing, and 
field trials. See our litters on our 
website. Gene Kirby, High Point, 
NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: 
Tim Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-
619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com

ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahl-
berg Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com

Marketplace
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LLEWELLIN SETTERS
BUFFALO KENNELS: Llewellin 
setter pups, DNA certified, FDSB 
Registered, 5 weeks, natural hunt-
ers & pointers - Top bloodline, 
Sire out of  Kentucky, Dam out of 
Tennessee. $400.00 each. Farthing.
mill@hotmail.com  Buffalo Ken-
nels, Ken Barnes, 828-758-9890 
Lenoir, NC

www.Bdarn.com/buffalo

SHALGO SETTERS:  George or Jackie 
Tate 540-892-5646 or e-mail Shalgo@
verizon.net Goodview, VA

www.shalgosetters.com

POINTING 
LABRADORS

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, 
MN 507-368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com

RED/IRISH SETTERS

CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS 
INC: The best Field Irish Setters in 
the World. Three year unconditional 
warranty. Dogs are AKC and FDSB 
registered. Paul Ober, Reading, PA 
610-378-0121 800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, 
Winnebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

GAME BIRDS
DEWITT’S GAME FARM: See 
our display ad on page 15. Chris 
DeWitt, Ellerbe, NC 910-997-1023

www.dgfbirds.com

GAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, 
Ringneck Pheasants, Chukar Pat-
ridges. Pickup at the farm, Darwin 
Laitenberger, Minn. Lake, MN 
507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

 

HUNTS
OAK VIEW II HUNTING CLUB:  
Runnells, IA, 515-966-209

www.oakview2huntingclub.com

PHEASANT CREEK HUNTING: 

Dick Smith, Vivian, SD 888-225-
4326
www.pheasantcreekhunting.com

RIVER HILLS LODGE: 27839 
366th Ave. Platte, SD, 616-735-3449

riverhillslodge.com

HUNT THREE ARROWS: Ben & 
Diane Jacobsen, Leroy, MN 507-
324-5558

www.huntthreearrows.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Dog boxes and 
trailers. The best in style, comfort 
and value. Durable aluminum 
construction. Many standard and 
custom models available. Cresco 
IA, 800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com

DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-
294-6582.

www.deer-creek.org

JONES TRAILER COMPANY:  In 
business for 34 years providing the 
finest in transportation equipment 
for your dogs. Our trailers and boxes 
are the benchmark for quality, safety 
and value. Aluminum and stainless 
steel construction. Contact us at 
800-336-0360 or e-mail us at john@
jonestrailers.com 

www.Jonestrailers.com

www.brophysirishsetters.com
QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS

Quail-45¢ Chukar-85¢ (with a 1000 order) 

WOLFE’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/wolfes

www.gqfmfg.com

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

www.bdarn.com/williamson
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ART
STAN BENTAL: Master Sculptor 
Of The Hunting Dog 505-986-
8623See our display ad on page 20.
 

www.StanBentall.com

SUPPLY
COLLAR CLINIC: New and Re-
conditioned e-collars-Buy, Sell, 
Trade, Repair, Accessories. Free 
color catalog 1-800-430-2010 See 
our display ad on page 11.

www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Since 1971, 
Gun Dog training supplies includ-
ing Garmin, SportDog, Tri-tronics, 
Filson, Boyt and Mud River, Ray, 
OH 800-338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

DOUBLE U HUNTING SUPPLY
See our display Adv on page 2

www.DuSupply.com

GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-

0167
www.godevil.com

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display 
adv on page 22, Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: #1 Tri-
tronics, Innotek & D.T. Systems 
dealer. Complete gundog training 
supplies since 1973. Mailorder or 
online. Free Catalog 800-662-5202           

www.lcsupply.com

TRAINING

CITARI KENNEL : David Krassler, 
Chicopee. MA 413-207-2298

www.citarikennels.com

GeorGe Hickox TraininG: Training, 
Setters, videos and much more, 
Pittsburg, PA 412-773-7310

www.georgehickox.com

HIGH FLY’N KENNELS: Greg & 
Carla Fryar, Elko, MN 612-840-
8013

www.highflynkennels.com

www.bdarn.com/havenvalley 

2433 RT2 209
WURTSBORO, NY 12790
845-888-0402

gmbrittanies@yahoo.com

We left room 
for your 

advertising.
Contact us at 

www.Bdarn.com or 
612-868-9169

MISCELLANEOUS
MOURER FOSTER INC: See our 
display adv on page 4. 800-686-
2663

www.MourerFoster.com
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Last Laugh
The Old Man and The 

Beaver
A 110-year-old man is 

having his annual checkup. 
The doctor asks him how 
he’s feeling.

“I’ve never felt better,” 
he replies. I’ve got an eigh-
teen-year-old bride who’s 
pregnant with my child.  
What do you think about 
that?”

The doctor thinks for a 
moment and says, “Let me 
tell you a story.  I know a 
guy who’s an avid hunter.  
He never misses a season 
but one day he’s in a bit of 
a hurry and accidentally 
grabs his umbrella instead 
of his gun. So, he’s walk-
ing in the woods near a 
creek and suddenly spots 
a beaver in some brush 
in front of him.  He raises 
his umbrella, points it at 
the beaver, squeezes the 
handle, and BAM! the bea-
ver drops dead in front of 
him.”

That’s impossible,” said 
the old man in disbelief, 
“someone else must have 
shot that beaver!”
“Exactly”, said the doctor.

Did you ever notice 
when you blow in a 

dog’s face he gets mad at 
you? But when you take 
him in a car he sticks his 

head out the window!

There are three faithful 
friends--an old wife, 
an old dog and ready 

money.

Money will buy a pretty 
good dog, but it won’t 
buy the wag of his tail.

George Bernard Shaw 
wrote Winston Churchill: 
“Am reserv ing two tick ets 
for you for my pre miere. 
Come and bring a friend—
if you have one.”

Churchill allegedly re-
plied: “Impos si ble to be 
present for the first per-
for mance. Will attend the 
second—if there is one.”

“A pessimist sees the 
difficulty in every 

opportunity; an optimist 
sees the opportunity in 

every difficulty.” 
― Winston Churchill

Moosehead
A great beer and a new 
experience for a moose

I asked God for a bike, 
but I know God doesn’t 
work that way. So I stole 

a bike and asked for 
forgiveness.

I want to die peacefully 
in my sleep, like my 

grandfather.. Not 
screaming and yelling 

like the passengers in his 
car.

  
Do not argue with an 

idiot. He will drag 
you down to his level 

and beat you with 
experience.

Going to church doesn’t 
make you a Christian 

any more than standing 
in a garage makes you a 

car.

My mother never saw 
the irony in calling me a 

son-of-a-bitch.

That’s it for this issue 
we’ll talk again in a 

few weeks!


