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The Trimble Wildlife Area 

became part of the Corps of En-
gineers property for Smithville 
Lake, which filled in 1982. But 
monitoring of trends among the 
geese continues. Geese numbers at 
the lake have been greatly reduced 
in recent years. The geese munch 
on lawns and golf course greens, 
and they leave messy droppings. 
So sport hunting and nesting sea-
son controls are used to reduce 
nuisance problems.

But lake visitors will still see 
these graceful birds. DeBold esti-
mates the numbers at the lake will 
be almost 500 geese this summer.

“They are remarkably adapt-
able,” he said.

Montana
noMinations 

sought for upland 
gaMe Bird CounCil

Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks is seeking nominations to fill 
two spots on an advisory council 
that provides ongoing monitoring 
of upland game bird enhancement 
program activities.

Appointed council members 
will represent upland game bird 
hunters and conservation inter-
ests.

At least one council member 
must be from FWP’s Region 1 in 
northwestern Montana.

Council members will be ap-
pointed by FWP Director Jeff 
Hagener to participate in two 
meetings a year. The two-day 
meetings are typically scheduled 
during weekdays in spring and 
fall. Members will be asked to con-
tribute to additional discussions 
throughout the four-year term.

To submit a nomination, or 
to personally apply online, visit 
FWP’s website at fwp.mt.gov, and 

search “Upland Game Bird Advi-
sory Council.” Paper applications 
are available on request by calling 
406-444-2612.

Nominations must be submit-
ted by Aug. 14. The next council 
meeting will be held in Helena 
Dec. 2-33.

For more information call 
Debbie Hohler at 406-444-5647, or 
email to dhohler@mt.gov

neBraska
WoMen May learn 

shotgunning 
skills 

“ A workshop for women to 
learn or hone shotgunning 

skills is scheduled for July 13 at 
Fort Kearney Shooting Sports 
Complex at 115th and Poole 
Ave., Kearney. This Beyond 

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman 
program will include trap, skeet, 

5-stand and sporting clays.
The workshop, for women 

age 16 and older, costs $40 and 
includes a meal following an af-
ternoon of shooting.

Contact Julia Plugge at 402-
471-6009 or julia.plugge@ne-
braska.gov to obtain a registration 
form or download one at http://
www.outdoornebraska.ne.gov/
Education/Programs/bow/bow.
asp.

- See more at: http://outdoor-
nebraska.ne.gov/blogs/2013/07/
women-learn-shotgunning-
skills/#sthash.wJmdKpUl.dpuf

puBliC Meeting set 
to disCuss light 

goose regulation 
Changes

 “ A Public meeting for review 
of Light Goose regulations for 

the Rainwater Basin areas will be 
held in Grand Island at the Grand 
Island Shooting Park July 9 at 6:30 
p.m.

The meeting is being held 
to discuss proposed changes to 
the current regulations based on 
recent data gathered about wa-
terfowl use of basins during the 
Light Goose Conservation Order. 
The meeting will take place at 
the Heartland Public Shooting 
Park, 6788 W. Husker Highway in 
Grand Island. For further informa-
tion contact Mark Vrtiska at (402-
471-5437) or email mark.vrtiska@
nebraska.gov.

- See more at: http://outdoor-
nebraska.ne.gov/blogs/2013/07/
public-meeting-set-discuss-light-
goose-regulation/#sthash.lq6Wy-
aQY.dpuf

nevada
dove hunt 

appliCations due 
for overton WMa

Hunters who plan to spend 
opening day and the first weekend 
of the 2013 mourning dove season 
hunting at the Overton Wildlife 
Management Area (OWMA) have 
until July 10 to submit their reser-
vation applications. 

Reservations for hunting 
doves at the OWMA have long 
been required for opening day 
and the first weekend, but this 
is just the second year hunters 
are required to submit a paper 
application in order to schedule 
those reservations. Applications 
must be received at the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) 
Headquarters Office in Reno no 
later than 

5 p.m., July 10, and must be 
delivered only through a postal 
service.
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A public drawing will be con-
ducted at 10 a.m., 

July 31 at the agency’s Kietzke 
Road office, 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
Suite C-128, also in Reno. Success-
ful applicants will receive their 
confirmation by return mail. 

Hunters can find and print 
the reservation application form 
online. The file is located in the 
Applications section under the 
Hunting tab on the main page. 
Just click on “Applications” and 
scroll down the page to the section 
entitled 2013 Dove Hunt. Paper 
applications will also be available 
at the NDOW offices in Las Vegas 
and Henderson. The addresses are 
4747 Vegas Drive and 744 Race-
track Road respectively.

NDOW implemented a limited 
reservation system at the Overton 
WMA in an effort to reduce over-
crowding and provide a quality 
hunting experience. The maxi-
mum capacity during the opening 
day and first weekend of the dove 
season is 60 hunters. Opening day 
of the 2013 dove season is Sunday, 
Sept. 1 and the opening weekend 
is Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 7-8.

The reservation only dove 
hunt zone is described in regula-
tion as the Moapa Valley Portion 
of the Wildlife Management Area. 
Only those hunters with a valid 
hunt reservation will be allowed 
to hunt this area. Any vacancies 
will be filled by stand-by hunters 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conserva-

tion in Nevada by purchasing a 
hunting, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org.

neW haMpshire
free Workshop on 

WoodCoCk and 
ruffed grouse 

hunting
 Get set for the fall grouse and 

woodcock season at a free work-
shop on Ruffed Grouse and Wood-
cock Hunting on Saturday, August 
17, 2013, from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department’s Owl Brook Hunter 
Education Center in Holderness. 
Pre-registration is required. To 
sign up, call 603-536-3954.

The workshop covers the basic 
skills needed for the pursuit of 
these challenging birds. Partici-
pants also will learn about grouse 
behavior, hunting safety issues, 
hunting with or without dogs, 
gaining permission to hunt/land-
owner relations, clothing choices, 
shotgun and ammunition options, 
creature comforts for an enjoyable 
hunt and recipes for grouseThe 
session will be led by grouse hunt-
ing enthusiasts/Hunter Education 
instructors Sean Williamson and 
Dan Keleher. In addition, Andrew 
Weik, the Northeast biologist for 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, will 
give a presentation on ruffed 
grouse and woodcock and their 
habitat needs.

Grouse hunting season in New 
Hampshire opens October 1 and 
runs through December 31, with 
a daily bag limit of four birds. 
Woodcock season opens October 
1 and runs through November 14. 
To learn more about small game 
hunting in New Hampshire, visit 
huntnh.com/Hunting/Hunt_spe-

cies/hunt_small_game.htm.
For more information about 

the Owl Brook Hunter Education 
Center, and directions to the cen-
ter, visit huntnh.com/Hunting/
hunter_ed_center.htm.

Educational activities at Fish 
and Game’s Owl Brook Hunter 
Education Center are funded by 
the Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration Program, supported by 
your purchase of firearms, am-
munition, and archery equipment.

The New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department works in 
partnership with the public to 
conserve manage and protect the 
state’s fish, wildlife and marine 
resources and their habitats. Visit 
huntnh.com

north 
Carolina

Wildlife 
CoMMission seeks 

puBliC input for 
loWer roanoke 
river Wetlands 

gaMe land 
planning

The N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission is holding a public 
meeting July 23, at 7 p.m., in Wil-
liamston to seek input in develop-
ing a management plan for Lower 
Roanoke River Wetlands Game 
Land. The meeting will be held 
in Building 1, Room 14, at Martin 
Community College. 

Wildlife Commission staff will 
use public input from the meeting 
to help guide management and 
user activities on the State-owned 
portions of Lower Roanoke River 
Wetlands Game Land for the next 
10 years. The state-owned portion 
comprises nearly 10,200 acres in 
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Martin and Bertie counties and 
is a popular destination for deer, 
turkey and waterfowl hunters, 
anglers and birdwatchers. 

“We are seeking input from all 
users of the Lower Roanoke River 
Wetlands Game Land and others 
who are interested in how the 
property is managed,” said Lands 
Program Manager Isaac Harrold. 
“This meeting is not just for hunt-
ers and anglers. It is for wildlife 
watchers and photographers, 
birding groups, hikers, kayakers 
and others who have interest in the 
Lower Roanoke River Wetlands 
Game Land. Everyone is encour-
aged to provide input.” 

The Wildlife Commission 
also is accepting comments and 
suggestions from people who do 
not attend the meeting. Submit 
comments regarding the Lower 
Roanoke River WetlandsGame 
Land management online. Com-
ments also can be e-mailed to 
gamelandplan@ncwildlife.org. 
Type “Lower Roanoke River Plan” 
on the subject line. 

TheWildlife Commission will 
provide updates on development 
of the new management plan for 
the Lower Roanoke River Game 
Land on Facebook and Twitter.

Wildlife 
CoMMission sets 
Migratory gaMe 

Bird seasons 
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission has approved the 
season dates for dove and other 
webless migratory game birds, 
as well as September seasons for 
Canada geese and teal. 

Hunters should note several 
important changes to this year’s 
seasons and regulations:

• Dove season opening day is 

Sept. 2, a Monday.
• Seasons for rails, gallinules 

and moorhens have been split into 
two segments. There is a closed 
period for rail hunting in late Sep-
tember/early October.

• The daily bag limit for teal in 
the September teal season has been 
increased from four teal to six teal.

• Possession limits for all spe-
cies are now 3 times the daily bag 
limit. Previously, it had been 2 
times the daily bag.

Shooting hours for all species 
are 1/2 hour before sunrise until 
sunset unless otherwisenoted. 
Dove hunters should note that 
shooting hours for the entire sea-
son, including opening day, begin 
at 1/2 hour before sunrise. The 
change to opening day shooting 
hours for doves was implemented 
last year. 

Each year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which to choose the 
seasons and the Commission se-
lects the actual dates within these 
guidelines.The Commission al-
lowed public input on the seasons 
throughout June on its website.

The 2013-14 seasons for web-
less migratory game birds and 
waterfowl early season sare: 

SPECIES OPEN DATES DAI-
LY 

BAG POSSESSION
Dove 1 Sept. 2 - Oct. 5 &
Nov. 25 - Nov. 30 &
Dec. 13 - Jan. 11 15 45
King and Clapper Rails 2 Sept. 

7 - Sept. 28 &
Oct. 5 - Nov. 21 15 45
Sora and Virginia Rails 2 Sept. 

7 - Sept. 28 &
Oct. 5 - Nov. 21 25 75
Gallinule and Moorhens 2 

Sept. 7 - Sept. 28 &
Oct. 5 - Nov. 21 15 45
Woodcock Dec. 12 - Jan. 25 3 9
Common Snipe Nov. 14 - Feb. 

28 8 24
Canada Goose 3 Sept. 2-30 

(statewide) 15 45 
September Teal Season 4 Sept. 

7 - Sept. 25 (East of U.S. 17 only) 
6 18

 
Shooting hours for all species 

are 1/2 hour before sunrise to 
sunset unless otherwise specified.

1 Includes mourning doves 
and white-winged doves.

2 Daily bag limit is either sin-
gly or in aggregate.

3 In that area west of U.S. 17 
only, expanded hunting methods 
are allowed for Canada geese. 
These include: a) shooting hours 
are extended to 1/2 hour after 
sunset, b)unplugged guns are 
permitted, c) electronic calls are 
permitted. This applies to this 
area only during the month of 
September. 

4 Includes blue-winged, green-
winged and cinnamon teal.

The Commission also ap-
proved 2013-14 extended falconry 
season dates for webless species, 
which are: 

SPECIES OPEN DATES DAI-
LY BAG POSSESSION

Dove1 Oct. 12 - Nov. 16 3 9
King, Clapper, Sora and Vir-

ginia Rails Nov. 23 - Dec. 28 3 9
Gallinule and Moorhens Nov. 

23 - Dec. 28 3 9
Woodcock Nov. 4 - Dec. 7 & 

Feb. 1 - Feb. 28 3 9
 
 Includes mourning doves and 

white-winged doves
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• Falconers may also hunt 
during the applicable gun seasons. 
Daily bag and possession limits 
of 3 and 9, respectively, also ap-
ply while hunting during the gun 
season.

• Falconry hours for all species 
are 1/2 before sunrise until sunset. 

• Falconry is not allowed on 
Sunday.

• Daily bag and possession 
limits are for all species singly or in 
the aggregate. For example, if the 
applicable season(s) are open, a 
daily bag may consist of 3 doves or 
1 dove, 1 snipe and 1 woodcock for 
a total of 3 migratory game birds.

For more information, visit 
Waterfowl and Migratory Game 
Birds in North Carolina.

north dakota
2012 pheasant 

season 
suMMarized

Wildlife populations were 
flourishing in 2006-07 when Con-
servation Reserve Program acres 
peaked at more than 3.25 million 
in North Dakota. Since then, as 
CRP acres have steadily declined, 
so has the overall harvest of game 
species.

This is never more evident 
than with pheasant. According 
to statistics released by the State 
Game and Fish Department, while 
the number of pheasant hunters 
increased by 4 percent from 2011 
to 2012, overall harvest fell 10 
percent.

“There is a direct correlation 
between habitat and wildlife 
populations, and this is apparent 
when analyzing pheasant num-
bers,” said Stan Kohn, upland 
game management supervisor 
for the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department. “For instance, in 

2007 habitat was at a premium, the 
pheasant population was strong 
and total number of hunters sur-
passed more than 100,000 for the 
first time.”

Last year, nearly 86,000 hunt-
ers harvested 616,000 roosters. In 
2007, more than 107,000 hunters 
took nearly 908,000 roosters.

The number of resident hunt-
ers in 2012 was up 1 percent from 
2011, while nonresident pheasant 
hunters increased 9 percent. Birds 
bagged per hunter decreased from 
8.2 to 7.2, and each hunter spent an 
average of 5.4 days afield.

Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken by 
resident hunters in 2012 were Het-
tinger, 7.7; Burleigh, 7.7; McLean, 
6.7; Morton, 5.7; and Stark, 4.7.

Top counties for nonresident 
hunters were Hettinger, 20.1 per-
cent; Bowman, 8.8; Adams, 6; Em-
mons, 5.9; and McLean, 5.2.

Annual pheasant season sta-
tistics are determined by a mail 
survey of resident and nonresident 
hunters.

online sWan app 
availaBle July 25
The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2013 tundra swan 
license lottery will be available 
July 25 on the state Game and 
Fish Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying is 
Aug. 14.

Paper applications will be 
available the end of July from 
Game and Fish offices, county au-
ditors and license vendors. Hunt-
ers can also apply by calling (800) 
406-6409. A service fee is added 
for license applications made by 
phone.

The statewide tundra swan 

hunting season is Sept. 28 “ Dec. 
29. A total of 2,200 licenses are 
available. Successful applicants 
will receive a tag to take one swan 
during the season. Since swans are 
classified as waterfowl, nonresi-
dents may hunt them only during 
the period their nonresident wa-
terfowl license is valid.

North Dakota residents and 
nonresidents are eligible to apply.

sage grouse plan 
revised

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has completed a 
draft revision of a 2005 plan that ad-
dresses conservation of sage grouse 
within the state. The Department is 
accepting public comments on the 
revised plan through Aug. 1.

The sage grouse plan is avail-
able on the Game and Fish web-
site at gf.nd.gov; or by mail by 
contacting Game and Fish at (701) 
328-6300.

Sage grouse are native to the 
far southwestern corner of North 
Dakota and the population within 
the state has declined steadily over 
the past 30 years. The 2013 count in-
dicated the lowest number of male 
sage grouse observed since Game 
and Fish biologists started the an-
nual spring survey in the 1950s.

Game and Fish Director Terry 
Steinwand said the sage grouse 
plan was developed to address 
potential listing by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service under the 
Endangered Species Act. “North 
Dakota is one of 11 Western states 
that has a sage grouse popula-
tion,” Steinwand said, “and all 
states are developing conservation 
plans to address population de-
cline throughout the sage grouse 
range.”

The plan lays out a framework 
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that allows for local and public 
input that will help with conserva-
tion actions. The long-term goal 
is enhancement of sage grouse 
habitats in North Dakota, often 
through private-public partner-
ships, that will again support 
a healthy self-sustaining sage 
grouse population.

pheasant CroWing 
Counts doWn 

stateWide
North Dakota’s 2013 pheasant 

crowing count survey indicates 
that rooster numbers were down 
about 11 percent statewide com-
pared to last year, heading into the 
spring breeding season.

All four pheasant districts 
had lower counts than last year. 
The number of crows heard in the 
northeast declined by 18 percent, 
southeast and southwest by 11 
percent, and the northwest by 
nearly 2 percent.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the State 
Game and Fish Department, said 
only the southwest was initially 
spared a harsh winter, but a spring 
snowstorm in April buried much 
of the area in more than 12 inches 
of snow.

“Had it not been for the long 
winter in most of the state and 
the April storm, I would have 
expected a higher crow count 
statewide this spring,” Kohn said. 
“But I think we did lose some birds 
during late spring, which reduced 
our 2013 spring breeding popula-
tion slightly from 2012.”

The late spring snowstorms 
and cooler than normal April 
delayed breeding and nesting 
for all upland game birds, Kohn 
said, with early nesting hens fac-
ing rainy conditions, and prob-
ably some flooded nests. “On the 

positive side, this occurred early 
enough in the nesting season that 
most hens should have renested,” 
he added. “In addition, the wet 
spring seemed to jump start grass 
and forb growth in pastures, help-
ing later nesting pheasants with 
improved quality of nesting habi-
tat. Unless we experience some 
early summer weather problems, 
I still expect much better upland 
game production this summer 
from all our species.” 

However, Kohn noted, the loss 
of CRP is going to reduce nesting 
and brooding cover in the future, 
and will negatively affect the 
pheasant population.

Spring crowing count data is 
not a good indicator of the fall 
population. It does not measure 
population density, but provides 
an index of the spring rooster 
population based on a trend of 
number of crows heard. Brood sur-
veys, which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, are a 
better indicator of the summer’s 
pheasant production and provide 
insight into what to expect for a 
fall pheasant population.

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheas-
ant roosters heard crowing over 
a two-minute period during the 
stop. The number of pheasant 
crows heard is compared to previ-
ous years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

hunting guide and 
outfitter test
The next guide and outfit-

ter written examination is Aug. 
10 at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 

Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becoming 
a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are 
required to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

south dakota
WaterfoWl 

hunting seasons 
proposed

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Commission has pro-
posed several changes for the fall 
duck and goose hunting seasons 
this fall.

Proposed changes to the 2013 
duck season include increasing the 
daily limit for scaup from four to 
six; and increasing the possession 
limit for ducks, coots and mergan-
sers from two times the daily limit 
to three times the daily limit.

The daily limit for ducks would 
be six and may be comprised of no 
more than five mallards (includ-
ing no more than two hens), three 
wood ducks, two redheads, two 
pintails and one canvasback.

The duck season would be di-
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vided into four separate zones, as 
it has been during the past several 
years. Season dates within these 
zones would be:

• High Plains: Oct. 12 through 
Jan. 16 

• Low Plains North: Sept. 28 
through Dec. 10 

• Low Plains Middle: Sept. 28 
through Dec. 10 

• Low Plains South: Oct. 12 
through Dec. 24 

Proposed changes for the 
goose season include increasing 
the daily bag limit for Canada 
geese from three to five; increasing 
the daily bag limit for white-front-
ed geese from one to two; modi-
fying the white-fronted goose 
season from 86 to 72 consecutive 
days beginning the last Saturday 
in September; and increasing the 
possession limit for geese from 
two times the daily limit to three 
times the daily limit.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s framework for the white-
fronted goose season provides the 
option of having an 86-day season 
with a one goose daily limit or a 
72-day season with a two goose 
daily limit. GFP staff have received 
comments from hunters indicating 
that this recommended change 
would provide additional harvest 
opportunity for hunters and estab-
lish a season that overlaps with the 
peak migration of white-fronted 
geese through South Dakota.

The season for light geese 
would run from Sept. 28 through 
Dec. 22; the season for white-front-
ed geese from Sept. 28 through 
Dec. 8; Unit 1 Canada geese Oct. 
1 through Dec. 16; Unit 2 Canada 
geese Nov. 2 through Feb. 14; and 
Unit 3 Canada geese Jan. 11-19.

The waterfowl season propos-
als will be finalized at the Aug. 1-2 
GFP Commission meeting, which 

will be at the Event Center in Wa-
tertown. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“rule proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild-
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on July 31. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on these 
proposed rule changes, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Thurs-
day, Aug. 1.

gfp CoMMission 
proposal Would 

Close 2013 sage 
grouse season
The Game, Fish and Parks 

Commission has proposed clos-
ing the 2013 Sage Grouse hunting 
season in South Dakota.

The proposal comes from GFP 
staff recommendations based on 
spring lek survey results.

“We have seen a downward 
trend in the number of male 
sage grouse on their breeding 
grounds,” Chad Switzer, GFP 
wildlife program administrator, 
said. “The number of male sage 
grouse counted on our priority 
leks dropped below the 100 thresh-
old. Following the actions outlined 
in the existing management plan, 
we recommended the sage grouse 
season close for 2013.”

South Dakota has held a re-
stricted season since 2000 by 

offering a two-day season with 
one bird per hunter per season. In 
2012 there were 35 hunters who 
harvested nine sage grouse.

The proposal to close the 2013 
sage grouse hunting season will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposed rules change, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Mon-
day, July 8.

septeMBer Canada 
goose hunting 

season proposed
Changes proposed by the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission would adjust 
the start date for the September 
Canada goose hunting season.

The proposed change would 
move the start date from the first 
Saturday in September to Septem-
ber 1. In addition, the Commission 
proposed to modify the boundar-
ies of Units 1 and 2 near the Mis-
souri River. Adjusting boundaries 
will provide future Canada goose 
hunting opportunities in Tripp 
County and portions of Charles 
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Mix County (east of Highway 281 
and north of Highway 46) by add-
ing these areas to Unit 2.

The season would be open 
from Sept. 1-30 with a daily limit 
of 15 Canada geese and possession 
limit of 30. Nonresidents are not 
allowed to hunt in the counties 
of Beadle, Brookings, Hanson, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Mc-
Cook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Sanborn, Turner and Union.

In addition, the Commission 
finalized the Youth Waterfowl sea-
son with no changes and will run 
Sept. 21-22. This season is open 
to both resident and nonresident 
youth who have not reached the 
age of 16 by the first day of the 
season. Limits and regulations will 
be the same for standard duck and 
goose seasons.

The September Canada goose 
hunting season proposal will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposal, the GFP Commission 
will host a public hearing begin-
ning at 2 p.m. CDT as part of their 
meeting on Monday, July 8.

tennesee
tWra requests 
puBliC input on 

pair of Migratory 
Bird issues

 The Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency is seeking public 
input on two migratory bird is-
sues.

The first issue involves the 
opening day of the 2013-14 water-
fowl hunting seasons. Due to the 
federal framework and Tennes-
see’s 60-day waterfowl season, the 
season would open up on Thanks-
giving Day, Thursday Nov. 28. The 
agency has the option to split the 
season and have an opening week-
end on Saturday Nov. 23 (also the 
opening of the deer gun season) 
or on Saturday, Nov. 16 (potential 
lack of water and/or ducks).

“Considering the potential 
conflicts that all those options 
present, we would like to hear 
what our waterfowl hunters 
would prefer,” said Daryl Ratajc-
zak, Chief of TWRA’s Wildlife and 
Forestry Division. 

To complete the survey online, 
click here.

The TWRA is also soliciting 
input on a possible sandhill crane 
hunting season. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has recommended 
a potential 60-day sandhill crane 
season, with 775 permits available 
(3 birds per permit). The sandhill 
crane zone would be restricted 
to the southeastern portion of 
the state (south of I-40, East of 
Hwy 56) where the majority of 
the birds migrate. To provide 
comments on the sandhill crane 
season, send emails to TWRA.
Comment@tn.gov with the subject 
line “Sandhill Crane.” The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will also 
have a 10-day public comment pe-

riod once the recommendation is 
published to the Federal Register 
in late July.

Both the Waterfowl opening 
day survey and the TWRA sand-
hill crane comment period will be 
open until August 10, 2013. For 
those individuals without inter-
net services, comments on both 
issues can be mailed to the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 
Att: Waterfowl Regulations, P.O. 
Box 40747, Nashville, TN, 37204. 
Sportsmen casting a vote on the 
opening day of waterfowl seasons 
must supply a valid TWRA ID 
number.

WaterfoWl 2013-14 
hunting seasons 

fraMeWork, 
sandhill Crane 

survey presented 
at tfWC Meeting
 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s federal framework for 
the 2013-14 waterfowl hunting 
seasons and an in-depth presenta-
tion on a recent public survey on 
sandill crane management were 
made to the Tennessee Fish and 
Wildlife Resources Commission at 
its June meeting which concluded 
Friday.

Various presentations were 
given to the commission to pro-
vide members with as much 
information as possible before 
determining if Tennessee should 
move forward with implementing 
a sandhill crane hunt. Mark Duda, 
from Responsive Management, 
provided results from the public 
opinion survey which showed 
the vast majority of Tennessee 
residents are in favor of hunting in 
general, but a sandhill crane hunt 
is not strongly supported.

The survey also showed that 



57
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2013                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

most residents were not aware of 
sandhill cranes and often confused 
them with great blue herons. The 
majority of the public also agreed 
that sandhill crane viewing and 
sandhill crane hunting can co-
exist. 

The commission was then 
joined via teleconference by the 
commissioner of Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, Dr. Jon Gasset. He 
advised the commission of the 
success of Kentucky’s sandhill 
crane season which has been held 
since 2011.

Following the teleconference, 
Dr. Gray Anderson, Assistant 
Chief of Wildlife and Forestry for 
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency, provided technical infor-
mation on the federal waterfowl 
season setting process. He also 
explained how sandhill crane pop-
ulations have more than doubled 
since 1996 and are now at an all-
time high with as many as 87,000 
cranes in the eastern flyway. The 
commission also heard comments 
from representatives of the Ten-
nessee Ornithological Society, who 
oppose hunting of sandhill cranes 
and the Tennessee Wildlife Federa-
tion, who support the hunting of 
sandhill cranes.

he TWRA will be opening a 
public comment period to receive 
input on soliciting hunters’ pref-
erence to the start of the 2013-14 
late waterfowl hunting season. 
Comments will also be solicited 
on the possibility of beginning a 
sandhill crane hunting season in 
Tennessee. The 2013-14 waterfowl 
seasons will be set at the TFWC’s 
August meeting.

Don Crawford, Information 
and Education Assistant Chief, 
gave an update on the National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
(NASP) and the new National 

Fishing in the Schools Program 
(NFSP).

The TWRA hosted NASP’s 
seventh state championship this 
spring in Murfreesboro with more 
than 70 schools and 1,225 students 
participating. What began as a 
pilot program with 12 schools in 
2004, has grown to include more 
than 275 schools with 31,000 stu-
dents annually participating.

The NFSP program is cur-
rently focused on fly fishing. More 
than 2,500 students are involved 
in the program which looks to 
expand in the future.

Don King, TWRA Chief of 
Information and Education, and 
Betsy Woods, Boating Education 
Coordinator, gave updates on the 
Recreational Boating and Fishing 
Foundation (RBFF) marketing 
campaigns for lapsed anglers and 
boating registrations. These direct 
mail campaigns were funded and 
facilitated by the RBFF. 

Bobby Wilson, TWRA Fisher-
ies Division Chief, gave a report 
on Free Fishing Day which was 
June 8 and associated events held 
throughout the state. The TWRA 
supplies the fish for stocking for 
many of the events.

Mike Butler, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation gave an update on the 
Scholastic Clay Target Program 
(SCTP). The program recently held 
its annual state championship in 
Nashville with more than 1,400 
students participating.

 

texas
teal Bag inCrease, 

expanded White-
Winged dove zone 

approved
 “ Texas bird hunters might 

consider investing in an extra box 
or two of shells this year to take 
advantage of increased bag and 
possession limits and expanded 
opportunities.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has approved for Texas this 
year an expanded Special White-
wing Dove Area (SWWDA), a six 
bird daily bag during the Sep-
tember teal season and increased 
possession limits for all migratory 
game birds.

The SWWDA will now extend 
eastward along its current bound-
ary and continue south along 
Interstate 37 from San Antonio to 
Corpus Christi, effectively dou-
bling its current size.

“For the last two decades, 
white-winged dove populations 
have steadily expanded both their 
numbers and their geographical 
extent,” said Dave Morrison, Small 
Game Program Director with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. “We believe, and the Service 
agrees, an expansion is appropri-
ate to take advantage of additional 
hunting opportunities.”

To take advantage of the earli-
est possible opening dates for the 
special area, the season will run 
Sunday, Sept. 1 through Labor 
Day, Monday, Sept. 2, and then 
reopen Saturday, Sept. 7 and Sun-
day, Sept. 8. The bag limit during 
the four-day season is 15 doves in 
the aggregate to include no more 
than two mourning doves and two 
white-tipped doves and hunting 
is permitted only from noon to 
sunset.
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Dove season in the North and 

Central zones will run concurrent 
from Sept. 1-Oct. 23 and Dec. 20-
Jan. 5. The South Zone dove sea-
son is set for Sept. 20-Oct. 27 and 
Dec. 20-Jan. 20, with the season in 
the SWWDA Sept. 20-Oct. 23 and 
Dec. 20-Jan. 20.

Also new this year, teal hunt-
ers will be able to take up to six 
teal daily during the statewide 
September teal-only season, set to 
run Sept. 14-29. The early Canada 
goose season will also run Sept. 
14-29 in the Eastern Goose Zone 
with a daily bag limit of three 
Canada geese.

Under new rules, the posses-
sion limit for all migratory game 
birds is three times the daily bag.

utah
approved upland 

gaMe hunt 
Changes 

You’ll have to wait until Sept. 2 
to hunt doves and pigeons in Utah 
this fall. But when the hunt starts, 
you can hunt band-tailed pigeons 
across the state. And you can have 
more mourning and white-winged 
doves in your possession.

Starting this fall, you can have 
30 mourning doves in your pos-
session. The daily bag limit is still 
10 doves.

Photo by Brent Stettler
Members of the Utah Wildlife 

Board approved rules for Utah’s 
2013”2014 upland game hunting 
seasons at a meeting on June 4. The 
changes they approved include 
the following:

Hunts start Sept. 2
Utah’s dove and pigeon hunts, 

and the state’s forest grouse, cot-
tontail rabbit, snowshoe hare and 
sandhill crane hunts, usually start 
on Sept. 1.

Blair Stringham, migratory 
game bird coordinator for the Di-
vision of Wildlife Resources, says 
Utah law doesn’t allow a hunt to 
start on a Sunday. “That’s why this 
year’s hunts will start on Monday, 
Sept. 2,” he says.

Pigeon changes
In the past, you could hunt 

band-tailed pigeons in 13 of Utah’s 
29 counties. Those 13 counties are 
the counties pigeons are usually 
found in.

Starting this season, the Wild-
life Board has made the regula-
tions easier to understand: You 
can now take band-tailed pigeons 
anywhere in Utah.

The board also voted to de-
crease the daily band-tailed pi-
geon bag limit from five pigeons 
a day to two birds a day.

Stringham says band-tailed 
pigeons have declined in number 
since the 1960s. “With the reduced 
limit,” he says, “we’re comfortable 
allowing pigeon hunting across 
Utah.”

More doves
Starting this season, you can 

possess more mourning and 
white-winged doves.

You still may not take more 
than 10 doves a day. But the pos-
session limit has been increased 
from 20 doves to 30 doves.

Keeping the daily dove bag 
limit at 10 doves, but allowing 
hunters to have 30 doves in their 
possession, will help those who 
travel a long distance to hunt.

“Instead of having to pack up 
and head home after two days of 
hunting,” Stringham says, “you 
can extend your hunting trip an 
extra day because you can have 
10 additional doves in your pos-
session.”

2013-2014 upland 
gaMe guideBook

You can see all of the upland 
game hunting rules the board ap-
proved in the 2013”2014 Upland 
Game and Turkey Guidebook. 
The free guidebook should be 
available at wildlife.utah.gov/
guidebooks by June 24.

verMont
Migratory gaMe 

Bird hunters Must 
register for hip
 All Vermont migratory game 

bird hunters, including youth, 
permanent and lifetime license 
holders, must register with the 
Federal Harvest Information Pro-
gram (H.I.P.) each year in each 
state that you hunt. 

The Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department provides migratory 
game bird hunters with a H.I.P. 
registration process online and by 
phone. Vermont, like other states, 
is required to annually provide 
a list of hunter names to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The list 
is used for their national migratory 
game bird harvest surveys.

H.I.P. enables the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (U.S.F.W.S.) and 
state fish and wildlife agencies to 
develop reliable estimates of the 
number of migratory game birds 
harvested throughout the country. 
These estimates are important in 
making sound decisions about 
setting hunting season dates, bag 
limits and population manage-
ment for ducks, geese, coots, snipe, 
and woodcock. 

Hunters of migratory game 
birds are required to register on 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s website 
(vtfishandwildlife.com) or by call-
ing toll- free 1-877-306-7091. After 
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providing basic information, you 
will receive your annual H.I.P. reg-
istration number which you need 
to record on the H.I.P. section of 
your hunting license. 

Hunters who have a perma-
nent or lifetime Vermont hunting 
license should print out the web-
site response form showing the 
H.I.P. number and carry this with 
them while hunting. Permanent 
and lifetime license holders who 
register by telephone between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday will receive a 
number over the phone for their 
license. 

Hunters who have registered 
for H.I.P. and have lost their li-
cense or H.I.P. number can look 
up their number on Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife’s website. 

intro to 
WaterfoWl 

hunting seMinar 
to Be held at 

Missisquoi nWr
The Vermont Fish & Wild-

life Department will host a free 
seminar entitled “Introduction to 
Waterfowl Hunting” at the Missis-
quoi National Wildlife Refuge on 
August 24,, 2013. The seminar fol-
lows the curriculum of the popular 
Junior Waterfowl Hunter Training 
Program and will provide hunters 
of all ages with the opportunity to 
learn about waterfowl hunting. 

Fish & Wildlife Warden Dan 
Swainbank and retired waterfowl 
biologist Bill Crenshaw will pres-
ent on waterfowl hunting regula-
tions, waterfowl identification, 
safety and ethics, and where to 
waterfowl hunt. They will demon-
strate the use of decoys and blinds, 
and will give advice on guns and 
ammunition used for waterfowl 
hunting. Additionally, the Lake 

Champlain Retriever Club will 
demonstrate the advantages of us-
ing a retriever on waterfowl hunts. 

The seminar will take place 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and lunch 
will be provided. Registration is 
required by calling Mary Childs 
at (802) 241-3720 or by emailing 
mary.childs@state.vt.us. Please 
provide your full name, address, 
and phone number. You will 
receive a confirmation letter, in-
cluding directions, following 
registration. 

WisConsin
Continental 

WaterfoWl surveys 
shoW healthy 

duCk populations 
 With high continental total 

duck and wetland numbers, state 
waterfowl biologists expect a 60-
day duck season similar to recent 
years but with the possibility of 
bag limit changes for certain spe-
cies.

This information comes after 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
released continental duck num-
bers in the Trends in Duck Breed-
ing Populations report [PDF] [exit 
DNR] on July 12. 

“This continental survey infor-
mation is an essential piece in de-
termining Wisconsin’s waterfowl 
season frameworks,” said Kent 
Van Horn, migratory game bird 
ecologist for the Department of 
Natural Resources. “The informa-
tion we are seeing is promising for 
the upcoming season.” 

The 2013 North American to-
tal duck population estimate was 
45.6 million, which is the second 
highest on record and 33 percent 
above the long-term average. The 
2012 estimate was the highest 
estimate on record and 6 percent 
above 2013. 

Wetland numbers across the 
survey area were up from last year 
and 35 percent above the long-
term average. 

Mallard numbers were esti-
mated at 10.4 million, similar to 
last year and 36 percent above the 
long-term average. Most other 
species estimates were above or 
at the long-term average. 

“With high mallard numbers 
and good wetland conditions, we 
are confident there will be a 60-
day duck season,” said Van Horn. 
“However, hunters should be 
aware of potential bag limit chang-
es for canvasback and scaup.” 

“While canvasback and scaup 
make up a relatively small per-
centage of the overall Wisconsin 
harvest, these species are impor-
tant to many duck hunters,” said 
Van Horn. “We may see changes 
to their daily bag limits in 2013.” 

Breeding canvasbacks were es-
timated at 787,000, similar to 2012 
counts and 37 percent above the 
long-term average. This may allow 
for an increase to a two canvasback 
daily bag. 

Scaup estimates were at 4.2 
million, which was 20 percent be-
low 2012 and 17 percent below the 
long-term average. This is similar 
to most recent years. The scaup 
harvest strategy is expected to call 
for a return to a two bird daily bag 
limit from last year’s four bird bag. 

The Canada geese that breed 
in northern Ontario, and known as 
the Mississippi Valley Population, 
make up about 60 percent of Wis-
consin’s regular season goose har-
vest. These geese had a late start to 
the breeding season, but surveys 
indicated good production and 
low nest predation. Breeding es-
timates for 2013 were at 319,693. 
This is up 16 percent from last year 
but 10 percent below the long-term 


