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U.S. Highway 26, because of a lack 
of long-term data.

• Washington County and 
Adams County, which have been 
closed to sage-grouse hunting 
since 1984.

• Elmore County, because of 
the lack of long-term data, few 
active leks and 2012 fires.

Any person hunting sage- or 
sharp-tailed grouse must have in 
possession a valid Idaho hunting 
license with a sage/sharp-tailed 
grouse permit validation at $4.75.

Sage-grouse is a candidate 
for listing under the federal En-
dangered Species Act. Candidate 
species are under state manage-
ment and hunting is legal. Idaho 
Fish and Game closely monitors 
sage-grouse populations annually.

Fish and Game is seeking 
public comments on these recom-
mendations prior to the August 
19 commission meeting. Please 
visit the Fish and Game website 
at: http://fishandgame.idaho.gov 
or a regional Fish and Game office 
for specific information on sage-
grouse hunting, the season pro-
posal and to provide comments.

commission sets sandhill, 
mourning dove seasons

The Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission Thursday, July 11, 
adopted seasons for mourning 
doves and sandhill cranes to open 
September 1.

The mourning dove season 
remains unchanged and will be 
open September 1 through 30, 
with a bag limit of 10 doves and a 
possession limit of 20 doves.

The sandhill crane season will 
be open from September 1 through 
15 in all six hunt areas. The daily 
bag limit is two birds and the sea-
son limit is four.

Tags will be offered first-come, 
first-served at any vendor, allo-
cated by hunt area:

• Bear Lake - 180.
• Teton - 25.
• Fremont - 40.
• Bonneville - 5.
• Jefferson - 10.
• Swan Lake - 15.
The Pacific Flyway Council 

has allocated Idaho a harvest of 
137 cranes for the 2013 season - a 
significant reduction from 2012, 
and is the lowest since 1996.

Annual harvest allocations for 
cranes are set by the Pacific Flyway 
Council. They are based on the 
most recent three-year average 
number of cranes in the Rocky 
Mountain sandhill population, 
counted just before the fall migra-
tion starts. In the Pacific Flyway, 
15,417 cranes were counted in 
September 2012, and the most re-
cent three-year average was 17,992 
cranes. The population objective is 
a range of 17,000 to 21,000 cranes. 

As a result, the council re-
duced Idaho’s harvest allocation 
to 137 cranes.

To meet that allocation, Fish 
and Game reduced the number 
of tags available in each of the six 
hunt areas, set the season in all six 
hunt areas at 15 days, and reduced 
the daily limit to two birds and the 
season limit to four. 

The hunt is designed to pro-
vide focused depredation relief 
to farmers at a time anticipated to 
provide the most benefit.

Since 2009, when sandhill crane 
tags were made available on a first-
come first-served basis, the harvest 
per tag purchased has averaged 
48 percent. To stay at or below the 
Pacific Flyway harvest allocation of 
137 cranes, Fish and Game proposes 
to reduce tags to a maximum of 275.

Last year 510 tags were sold 
and 275 adult cranes were taken - 
slightly higher than the predicted 
harvest. A season and rules bro-
chure will be available by the end 
of July. For information contact Jeff 
Knetter at 208-334-2920.

IllInoIs
WIngshootIng 

ClInICs sCheduled 
at the deCatur 

gun Club 
Clinic sessions planned for 

Aug. 24-25 and Sept. 29 
SPRINGFIELD, IL “ The Il-

linois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) and the De-
catur Gun Club is sponsoring 
wingshooting clinics for hunters 
on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
24-25 and for women and young 
shooters on Sunday, Sept.29 at the 
Decatur Gun Club. 

The Hunters Wingshooting 
Clinic at the Decatur Gun Club 
consists of two 4-hour wingshoot-
ing sessions each day. Morning 
sessions run from 8 a.m. until 
12 noon, and afternoon sessions 
run from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. The 
clinic sessions will be taught by 
instructors certified by both the 
National Sporting Clays Associa-
tion (NSCA) and the IDNR. 

The clinics are designed pri-
marily to improve the wingshoot-
ing skills of hunters. Hunters 
interested in improving their 
ability to hit moving targets with a 
shotgun are encouraged to attend. 
However, these wingshooting clin-
ics are not limited only to hunters. 
Anyone from 16 years of age and 
older who wants to improve their 
shotgun shooting skills can attend. 
In addition, participants will have 
a fun time shooting with friends 
or new acquaintances with similar 
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shooting abilities. The fee is $35 
per participant. 

Hunter’s wingshooting clinics 
are hands-on and include exten-
sive live fire at a variety of clay 
target presentations on specially-
designed sporting clays courses. 
The clay target presentations rep-
resent typical hunting scenarios. 
From ducks and doves to pheas-
ants, quail and rabbits, hunters 
will find clay target presentations 
that resemble their favorite, as well 
as their most troublesome shots. 

The sporting clays course at 
the Decatur Gun Club will be 
overlaid onto the Decatur Gun 
Club’s skeet and trap fields for the 
two-day clinic. The participant-
to-instructor ratio is four to one. 
Typically participants are squad-
ded with others of similar shoot-
ing ability. 

 There will be a short (approxi-
mately 15 minutes) briefing about 
shotgun safety and handling and 
on-range safety at the start of each 
session. 

The IDNR/ Decatur Gun 
Club’s Youth/Women’s Wing-
shooting Clinic on Sept. 29 is an 
introductory clinic designed for 
boys, girls and women interested 
in learning to shoot or improving 
their ability to shoot a shotgun 
at a moving target. Women, boys 
and girls in the 10-15 age group 
are eligible to participate. There 
is a nominal $10 fee to register for 
the Youth/Women’s Wingshoot-
ing Clinic. 

Youth/Women’s wingshoot-
ing clinics are about learning to 
safely shoot a shotgun at a moving 
target with reasonable reliability. 
The Clinic starts with a shotgun 
safety presentation at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a short small group 
hands-on shotgun orientation 
session with each group’s wing-
shooting instructor. These clinics 

are taught by instructors certified 
by both the National Sporting 
Clays Association (NSCA) and 
the IDNR. 

Lunch is provided for par-
ticipants, and following lunch 
the afternoon is spent in the field 
shooting clay targets until about 4 
p.m. Not only do the participants 
learn to safely handle and shoot a 
shotgun, but they learn that being 
skilled at shooting clay targets is 
a lot of fun. 

Advanced registration is re-
quired. Registration forms for the 
IDNR/Decatur Gun Club Wing-
shooting Clinics can be accessed at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/land-
mgt/programs/wingshooting/
WingshootingDates.htm Click on 
the date you plan to attend to ac-
cess the appropriate forms. Follow 
the instructions on the forms. 

IndIana
Free begInner 

WaterFoWl 
huntIng 

Workshops In 
august

Three free waterfowl hunting 
workshops for novices and begin-
ners will be offered by the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources at three 
different sites in August. 

Similar material will be cov-
ered at each, so there is no need 
to attend more than one. Presenta-
tion topics will include waterfowl 
hunting regulations, goose and 
duck identification, equipment 
and techniques. There also will be 
a show-and-tell segment. 

Waterfowl hunting equip-
ment, including blinds, waders, 
clothing, decoys and gadgets will 
be displayed and discussed. DNR 
Law Enforcement and Fish & 
Wildlife personnel will be avail-

able to answer questions. Lunch 
will be provided. 

All ages are welcome. Advance 
registration is required. Parents 
who already hunt waterfowl are 
welcome to bring children, but the 
material is tailored for beginners. 
Experienced waterfowl hunters 
are unlikely to learn much. 

Each workshop will occur at 
least partially outdoors and take 
place rain or shine. Participants 
should consider bringing a lawn 
chair and a jacket or raincoat. 

One workshop will be at 
Glenns Valley Conservation Club 
(Martinsville) on Saturday, Aug. 
10, from 10 a.m. “ 2 p.m. and cover 
both duck and goose hunting. The 
address is 7115 Waverly Road, 
46151. For more information, call 
Josh Griffin at (812) 526-8475. To 
register, call (765) 349-2060 or 
email sbarnett@morgancounty.
IN.gov. 

Also on Aug. 10, a workshop 
focusing on Canada goose hunting 
will take place at Kankakee Fish 
& Wildlife Area in North Judson, 
from 9 a.m. “ 1 p.m. Some informa-
tion on ducks will be provided, but 
the focus will be goose hunting. 
The address is 4320 W. Toto Road, 
46366. For more information call 
Adam Phelps at (812) 334-1137. To 
register, call (574) 896-3522. 

The third will be on Saturday, 
Aug. 24, at Sugar Ridge Fish & 
Wildlife Area in Winslow, from 9 
a.m. “ 1 p.m. This workshop will 
focus on Canada goose hunting. 
The address is 2310 E State Road 
364, 47598. For more information 
call Phelps at (812) 334-1137. To 
register, call (812) 789-2724. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Adam Phelps Phone: (812) 334-
1137 Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov
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IoWa
IoWa’s 2012 

pheasant harvest 
InCreased 45 

perCent
Iowa’s pheasant harvest in-

creased 45 percent in 2012, which 
was the first increase in harvest 
since 2005. Hunters harvested an 
estimated 158,000 roosters, lead by 
northwest Iowa, and followed by 
central and north central regions.

The increase in harvest was 
expected after the annual August 
Roadside Survey pointed to a 
population increase of 18 percent. 

“We finally had a mild winter 
and spring in 2012 and our pheas-
ant population responded,” said 
Todd Bogenschutz, upland wild-
life biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

Bobwhite quail, mourning 
dove, cottontail and squirrel har-
vest estimates increased as well. 

The only decrease in harvest 
occurred with Hungarian par-
tridge.

The number of small game 
hunters increased 5 percent in 
2012. The harvest estimates are 
based on a survey of small game 
hunters. 

The 2013 August Roadside 
Survey is Aug. 1-15, with results 
available by mid-September.

pheasant reCovery 
projeCt has 50,000 

aCres oF Crp 
avaIlable In seleCt 

CountIes
Iowa’s pheasant recovery plan 

takes a second step this year with 
a new 50,000 acre continuous CRP 
practice. 

The new Iowa Pheasant Re-
covery project is Iowa’s fourth spe-
cial project under USDA’s CP38 
program “State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement” CRP practice to 
address local wildlife habitat con-
servation needs.

The Iowa Pheasant Recovery 
project was designed for the year-
round needs of pheasants “ pro-
vide severe winter cover, nesting 
habitat, and food “ and be located 
in counties with the best chance 
for pheasant recovery.

“Combining specific conserva-
tion practices with counties where 
we have the opportunity to get the 
highest bird production should 
put us on the path of growing our 
pheasant population again once 
the plan is installed and has a few 
growing years under its belt,” said 
Todd Bogenschutz, upland biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.

The requirements of the Iowa 
Pheasant Recovery project are de-
signed to create favorable winter 
and nesting habitat, in addition 
to a nearby food source. Offered 
tracks will range in size of 20 to 160 
acres, with requirements for severe 
winter cover and food. It may be 
stacked against existing CRP to 
create larger complex of habitat.

Eligible land must be cropped 
or considered cropped for four 
years between 2002 and 2007, as 
either row crops, small grains or 
forage crops grown in an accept-
able rotation.

Rental rates will be based on 
a maximum soil rental rate estab-
lished for the three predominant 
soils, plus an annual maintenance 
payment. The standard 50 percent 
FSA cost share is available, plus 40 
percent incentive to establish the 
practice. There is a sign-up bonus 
of an additional $100 per acre. 
Contracts are for 10 to 15 years.

Some counties are not eligible 
for the Pheasant Recovery CP38, 
but Iowa has several other con-
tinuous CRP practices such as 
Upland Habitat Buffers, the new 
Highly Erodible Land Initiative, 
and many wetland practices. 
These continuous CRP practices 
are available statewide on a first 
come first serve basis. 

Contact your local DNR Pri-
vate Lands biologist at 515-281-
5918 or www.iowadnr.gov/habi-
tat or stop by the local FSA office 
for more information.

2013 pheasant 
nestIng outlook

June is here Iowa’s pheasant 
hatch is at its peak. So what can 
Iowa’s hunters expect this coming 
season? 

“This year, unfortunately, we 
are predicting a decline in bird 
numbers,” says Todd Bogen-
schutz, a DNR upland wildlife 
biologist. “Our pheasant popu-
lation typically shows increases 
following mild winters and dry, 
warm springs. This past winter, 
while starting mild, ended with a 
vengeance.” 

Many bird enthusiasts were 
hoping a warm, dry spring would 
offset the snowy winter. Unfortu-
nately this year’s nesting season 
(April/May) has been record-
setting for cold temperatures and 
rainfall. Statewide, nesting season 
rainfall was 15.4 inches, and tem-
peratures were 4.1 degrees cooler 
than normal. Iowa’s pheasant pop-
ulation has never seen a spring this 
wet since they were established in 
the state back in the 1920s.

Based on this weather data, 
Bogenschutz predicts Iowa’s state-
wide pheasant population will be 
lower than in 2012. However, Bo-
genschutz says the DNR’s August 
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roadside survey is the best gauge 
of what populations are. The DNR 
will post its August roadside num-
bers on the DNR webpage www.
iowadnr.gov around September 
15. Those with e-mail can sign-up 
on the DNR’s website to be noti-
fied when the roadside survey has 
been completed.

The DNR makes pre-season 
pheasant population predictions 
each year based on winter and 
spring weather conditions as 
reported by National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). The predictions are cor-
rect about 8 years out of 10. 

Progress is being made on 
habitat for pheasants, says Bo-
genschutz. Iowa was awarded a 
new continuous CRP program 
targeted specifically for pheasants. 
The program is called Iowa Pheas-
ant Recovery (CP38) with 50,000 
acres available. The DNR also 
works jointly with Pheasants For-
ever chapters in Iowa to enhance 
pheasant habitat across the state. 
Iowa landowners are encouraged 
to visit a DNR biologist or USDA 
office for more information on 
pheasants and CRP.

louIsIana
WhIte lake 
Wetlands 

ConservatIon 
area 2013 teal 

season lottery 
announCed

The Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) is 
accepting applications for the 2013 
lottery teal hunts on the White 
Lake Wetlands Conservation Area 
(WCA) in Vermilion Parish.

Available dates include Sat-
urday, Sept. 14; Sunday, Sept. 15; 
Tuesday, Sept. 17; Thursday, Sept. 

19; Saturday, Sept. 21; Sunday, 
Sept. 22; Wednesday, Sept. 25; 
Saturday, Sept. 28; and Sunday, 
Sept. 29.

Persons 18 years of age or older 
can apply and only one application 
per hunter will be accepted. Appli-
cations are available on the LDWF 
Web site at http://www.wlf.louisi-
ana.gov/hunting/lottery-hunts or 
by writing to the LA Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Attention: 
White Lake WCA Teal Season Lot-
tery Hunts, P.O. Box 98000, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70898.

Completed applications must 
be received by close of business on 
Aug. 15, 2013. A $5 non-refundable 
administration fee in the form 
of a check or money order made 
payable to the La. Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries must ac-
company each application.

Each applicant who is selected 
will be allowed to bring one ad-
ditional hunter as a guest. All 
hunters must have appropriate 
licenses, including a basic hunting 
license (or Louisiana Sportsman’s 
Paradise license), a Louisiana duck 
license, federal duck stamp and 
HIP permit.

Successful applicants will be 
notified by mail and required to 
submit an additional check or 
money order for $250 per hunt 
party. Applications are non-trans-
ferrable.

The Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is charged with man-
aging and protecting Louisiana’s 
abundant natural resources. For 
more information, visit us at www.
wlf.louisiana.gov on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ldwffb or fol-
low us on Twitter @LDWF.

For more information on 
White Lake WCA teal season 
lottery hunts, contact Wayne 
Sweeney at 337-536-9400, ext. 1, 
or wsweeney@wlf.la.gov .

l.W.F.C. sets 
tentatIve 2013-

14 early season 
MIgratory bIrd 
huntIng dates
The Louisiana Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission set the dates 
for the 2013-2014 early migratory 
bird hunting seasons at their July 
2 meeting. These dates, recom-
mended by the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries, are 
tentative pending U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service approval.

The proposed dove season 
is broken down into a north and 
south zone with each zone hav-
ing three segments and includes 
mourning, white-winged, Eur-
asian collared and ringed-turtle 
doves. The dove season in the 
south zone would go from Sept. 
7-15, Oct. 19 - Dec. 1 and Dec. 
21 - Jan. 6. The north zone would 
be from Sept. 7-22, Oct. 12 - Nov. 
10 and Dec. 14 - Jan. 6. The daily 
bag limit for mourning, white-
winged and fully dressed Eurasian 
collared-doves and ringed-turtle 
doves would be 15 in aggregate 
and possession of 45 in aggregate. 
However, there is no bag limit on 
Eurasian collared-doves or ringed 
turtle-doves provided that a fully 
feathered wing and head remain 
attached to the carcass of the bird. 
Fully dressed Eurasian-collared 
doves and ringed turtle-doves 
(those without a fully feathered 
wing and head naturally attached 
to the carcass) shall be included in 
the aggregate bag.

The following boundary di-
vides the dove season zones: 
Beginning at the Texas-Louisiana 
border on La. Hwy. 12; thence east 
along La. Hwy. 12 to its intersec-
tion with U.S. Hwy. 190; thence 
east along U.S. Hwy. 190 to its 
intersection with Interstate 12; 
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thence east along I-12 to its inter-
section with Interstate 10; then 
east along I-10 to the Mississippi 
state line.

Blue-winged, green-winged 
and cinnamon teal season would 
last from Sept. 14 - 29 with a daily 
bag limit of six (6) and a posses-
sion limit of eighteen (18). Federal 
and state waterfowl stamps are 
required to harvest teal.

Rail and gallinule seasons are 
proposed to last 70 days. The first 
segment would be open from Sept. 
14 - 29. The other segment will be 
set in August with the regular wa-
terfowl seasons. King and clapper 
rails would have a daily bag limit 
of 15 with a possession limit of 45. 
Sora and Virginia rails would have 
a daily limit of 25 and possession 
limit totaling 75. Common and 
purple gallinules would have a 
daily bag limit of 15 and posses-
sion limit totaling 45.

Under the proposal, wood-
cock season would last 45 days 
from Dec. 18 - Jan. 31, statewide. 
A three-bird daily bag limit and a 
nine-bird possession limit would 
be allowed.

Snipe season will be set in 
August.

Shooting and hawking hours 
for dove, woodcock, rail, teal and 
gallinules are tentatively set for 
half an hour before sunrise to sun-
set, except for a 12 noon start time 
on the first day of dove season, 
Sept. 7, 2013.

Extended falconry mourning 
dove season would open from 
Sept. 16 - Oct. 2. Extended falconry 
woodcock season would open 
from Oct. 28 - Dec. 17 and will re-
open from Feb. 1-11. The falconry 
daily bag limit would be three 
and possession limit of six birds 
for all permitted migratory game 
birds during the extended falconry 
and regular hunting seasons. 

Extended falconry seasons for 
ducks, rails and gallinules will be 
set in August with the waterfowl 
regulations.

Hunters are reminded that 
they must have a HIP permit to 
hunt migratory birds. HIP permits 
are free and are available wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

For more information, contact 
Jeff Duguay at 225-765-2353 or 
jduguay@wlf.la.gov.

MIChIgan
pheasant 

restoratIon 
InItIatIve 

volunteer lauded 
by dnr 

The Department of Natural 
Resources today announced that 
David H. Ames of Ypsilanti Town-
ship was named the Michigan 
Pheasant Restoration Initiative 
Volunteer of the Year.

A retired police officer, Ames 
has been the driving force of the 
pheasant cooperative concen-
trated around the Lake Hudson 
Recreation Area in Lenawee Town-
ship. He organizes cooperative 
events, works with surrounding 
private landowners, runs the co-
op’s Facebook page and serves 
as a liaison to the DNR and other 
conservation agencies.

“This was totally unexpected 
and quite an honor,” said Ames. 
“Some of the volunteers are ac-
complishing great things in so 
many ways that this means a lot 
to me. It was great to have some 
of the DNR guys I work with - Al 
Stewart, Mark Sargent, Ray Fahls-
ing - attend the meeting.”

The Lake Hudson Pheasant 
Cooperative has been one of the 
most successful joint efforts be-

tween the DNR and its partners 
in the Pheasant Restoration Initia-
tive. The group has prepped and 
cleared land at the Lake Hudson 
Recreation Area for the planting 
of native grasses and is seen as 
an example of what such partner-
ships can accomplish.

“The efforts of volunteers like 
David Ames are integral to the 
success of the Michigan Pheasant 
Restoration Initiative,” said DNR 
Director Keith Creagh. “We’ve 
undertaken a monumental task 
to restore Michigan’s pheasant 
population and heritage. With the 
dedication and work of guys like 
David, we’re beginning to see the 
fruits of this effort.”

For more information on the 
Michigan Pheasant Restoration 
Initiative, visit the DNR website 
at www.michigan.gov/pheasant.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, 
go to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

MInnesota
Walk-In aCCess 

adds 6,000 aCres, $3 
valIdatIon Fee For 
huntIng thIs Fall

Hunters heading to western 
and south-central Minnesota will 
have access to an additional 6,083 
acres of hunting land this fall as 
the Walk-In Access program grows 
to more than 20,000 acres and the 
number of counties increases from 
19 to 28. 

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) crews 
are in the field marking boundar-
ies on new Walk-In Access land 
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with bright yellow-green signs. 
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 1, hunt-
ers will have access to 194 Walk-In 
Access sites.

This fall hunters must pur-
chase a $3 Walk-In Access valida-
tion on their small game or deer 
license to legally access land en-
rolled in the program. The DNR 
added the validation so it can learn 
how many hunters use Walk-In 
Access lands as well as where and 
how those lands are used.

“Local soil and water conser-
vation district offices are a key 
part of the Walk-In program,” said 
Marybeth Block, DNR Walk-In Ac-
cess coordinator. “Because of their 
work directly with landowners, 
we’ve added almost 2,000 new 
acres in Wilkin County as well as 
many new sites in Becker, Douglas 
and Otter Tail counties.”

Walk-In Access provides pub-
lic access to private land and pays 
landowners by the acre to allow 
hunting access from Sept. 1 to May 
31. Most Walk-In Access lands also 
are enrolled in a federal or state 
conservation program or have 
natural cover. Small areas of crop-
land or hay land may be present.

Revenue generated by the 
new validation fee will be used to 
survey hunters and gather other 
information as the DNR develops 
a long-term, financially sustain-
able program. Additional revenue 
to support Walk-In Access comes 
from a surcharge on nonresident 
hunting licenses and through do-
nations of $1, $3 or $5 from anyone 
purchasing a hunting license.

“We have gotten positive feed-
back from both hunters and land-
owners since the program kicked 
off in 2011,” said Mike Tenney, 
DNR acting prairie habitat team 
leader. “We look forward to that 
success carrying into 2013.”

Maps of all sites will be avail-
able for viewing at www.mnd-
nr.gov/walkin by mid-August. 
Printed atlases of Walk-In Access 
sites will be distributed across 
the Walk-In Access area or will be 
available by calling the DNR In-
formation Center at 651-296-6157 
or toll-free 888-646-6367.

“Hunter support is key to this 
program,” Block said. “Using the 
land, respecting the land and do-
nating to Walk-In Access program 
will help build the program for 
future hunters.”

applICatIons 
For septeMber 

Mentored 
WaterFoWl hunt 

due aug. 12
Youth who want to experi-

ence waterfowl hunting for the 
first time can apply to be one 
of 65 participants in this year’s 
mentored youth waterfowl hunt 
on Saturday, Sept. 7. Application 
deadline is Monday, Aug. 12. 

The hunts will be conducted 
at Hamden Slough near Detroit 
Lakes, the Morris Wildlife Produc-
tion Area near Morris and on pri-
vate lands in the Prior Lake, Win-
dom and the Fergus Falls areas.

The hunts are coordinated 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) in coop-
eration with Ducks Unlimited, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Minnesota Horse and Hunt 
Club. Partners provide mentors 
and areas to hunt.

To participate, youth must be 12-
15 years old and completed firearms 
safety training. A parent or guardian 
must accompany the youth during 
the orientation, education and field 
sessions that begin Friday, Sept. 6, 
and the Saturday hunt.

“The upcoming hunts are an 
excellent way for youth and par-
ents to learn waterfowling skills 
in a supportive and high quality 
environment,” said Mike Kurre, 
DNR mentoring program coordi-
nator. “The intent of these hunts is 
to create skills, confidence, social 
connections and other under-
standings so that youth and their 
families will hunt on their own in 
the future.” 

Kurre said if the number of ap-
plications exceeds the number of 
available spaces, participants will 
be selected via lottery. Applying 
for hunts farther from the Twin 
Cities increases the likelihood of 
being selected.

The mentored youth water-
fowl hunt occurs on Youth Water-
fowl Day, a special day prior to 
the general waterfowl season than 
enables youth age 15 and younger 
to hunt waterfowl when accompa-
nied by a non-hunting adult.

Find an application online or 
call the DNR Information Center 
at 651-296-6157 or toll-free 888-
646-6367 for more information.

plans Move 
ForWard For 

2013 MInnesota 
governor’s 

pheasant huntIng 
opener In MadelIa

The south-central Minnesota 
city of Madelia will be the home 
of the 2013 Governor’s Pheasant 
Hunting Opener, to be held Friday, 
Oct. 11 and Saturday, Oct. 12. 

“We’re excited and honored 
to be home of this year’s celebra-
tion,” said Dan Madsen, Madelia 
city administrator. “We are proud 
to be the ‚ÄòPheasant Capitol of 
Minnesota’ and look forward to 
showcasing all that our city and 
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area have to offer.”

Madsen pointed out there are 
8,600 acres of public hunting land 
within 20 miles of Madelia. Pheas-
ant research for the DNR is also 
headquartered in the community.

This is the third annual Gov-
ernor’s Pheasant Hunting Opener, 
initiated by Gov. Mark Dayton in 
2011. Previous host communities 
were Montevideo and Marshall. 
The event highlights the many 
hunting, recreational, travel and 
local opportunities that host com-
munities have to offer visitors.

Dayton plans to again lead 
elected officials, dignitaries and 
celebrity hunters who will par-
ticipate in the event. The public 
will also be invited to take part in 
activities throughout the weekend.

The event is being coordinated 
by the city of Madelia, Madelia 
Chamber of Commerce, Explore 
Minnesota Tourism and the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources.

Madelia has a population of 
2,319 and is 20 minutes west of 
Mankato and about an hour and 
a half southwest of Minneapolis.

grouse Counts 
deClIne, later 

sprIng nestIng May 
help hatCh

Ruffed grouse drumming 
counts were down across most of 
the bird’s range, according to the 
annual survey conducted by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

“This decrease was not unex-
pected because the ruffed grouse 
population is still in the declining 
phase of its 10-year cycle,” said 
Charlotte Roy, DNR grouse biolo-
gist. “Drum counts peaked most 
recently in 2009.”

Drumming counts dropped 
from 1.1 to 0.9 per stop in the 
northeast, which is the forest bird’s 
core range in Minnesota. Counts 
in the northwest declined from 
0.9 in 2012 to 0.7 drums per stop 
in 2013. Drumming counts did not 
change significantly in the central 
hardwoods or southeast, with an 
average of 0.9 and 0.4 drums per 
stop, respectively.

Ruffed grouse populations, 
which tend to rise and fall on a 
10-year cycle, are surveyed by 
counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming 
on established routes through-
out the state’s forested regions. 
Drumming counts are an indica-
tor of the ruffed grouse breeding 
population.

This year, observers recorded 
0.9 drums per stop statewide. The 
averages during 2011 and 2012 
were 1.7 and 1.0 drums per stop, 
respectively. Counts vary from 
about 0.8 drums per stop during 
years of low grouse abundance 
to about 1.9 during years of high 
abundance.

The number of birds present 
during the fall hunting season also 
depends upon nesting success and 
chick survival during the spring 
and summer. Drumming did occur 
later this year because of the late 
spring, suggesting that nesting 
likely occurred later than normal.

“Later nesting would have 
pushed the hatch out a bit, hope-
fully beyond the spring rains,” 
Roy said. “Time will tell if that 
occurred and the impact on pro-
duction.”

Minnesota frequently is the 
nation’s top ruffed grouse pro-
ducer. On average, 115,000 hunters 
harvest 545,000 ruffed grouse in 
the state each year, making it the 
state’s most popular game bird. 
During the peak years of 1971 and 

1989, hunters harvested more than 
1 million ruffed grouse. Michigan 
and Wisconsin “ which frequently 
field more hunters than Minnesota 
“ round out the top three states in 
ruffed grouse harvest.

One reason for the Minnesota’s 
status as a top grouse producer is 
an abundance of aspen and other 
ruffed grouse habitat, much of it 
located on county, state and na-
tional forests where public hunt-
ing is allowed. An estimated 11.5 
million of the state’s 16.3 million 
acres of forest are grouse habitat.

For the past 64 years, DNR 
biologists have monitored ruffed 
grouse populations. This year,

DNR staff and cooperators 
from 14 organizations surveyed 
117 routes across the state.

Sharp-tailed grouse counts 
decrease slightly

Sharp-tailed grouse counts in 
the northwest, the bird’s primary 
range in Minnesota, were similar 
to 2012. Counts in the east-central 
region declined significantly.

Observers look for male sharp-
tails displaying on traditional mat-
ing areas, called leks or dancing 
grounds.

Despite several years of declin-
ing numbers, this year’s statewide 
average of 9.2 grouse counted per 
dancing ground was similar to the 
long-term average since 1980. The 
2009 average of 13.6 was as high as 
during any year since 1980. During 
the last 25 years, the sharp-tailed 
grouse index has been as low as 
seven birds counted per dancing 
ground.

Overall, sharptail populations 
appear to have declined over the 
long term as a result of habitat 
deterioration. In recent years, the 
DNR has increased prescribed 
burning and shearing that keep 
trees from overtaking the open 
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brush lands that sharp-tailed 
grouse need to thrive.

The DNR’s 2013 grouse survey 
report, which contains informa-
tion on ruffed grouse and sharp-
tailed grouse, is available online.

breedIng duCk 
nuMbers IMproved, 

Canada goose 
populatIon 

deClInes
Despite lingering winter 

weather that included record late 
ice-out in 2013, Minnesota’s breed-
ing duck populations improved 
from last year, according to the re-
sults of the annual Department of 
Natural Resources’ (DNR) spring 
waterfowl surveys.

The state’s estimated breed-
ing duck population was 683,000 
compared with last year’s estimate 
of 469,000. This year’s estimate is 
10 percent above the long-term 
average of 620,000 breeding ducks.

This year ’s mallard breed-
ing population was estimated 
at 293,000, 30 percent above last 
year’s estimate of 225,000 breed-
ing mallards, 14 percent above the 
recent 10-year average and 30 per-
cent above the long-term average.

The blue-winged teal popula-
tion was 144,000 compared with 
109,000 in 2012 but remained 33 
percent below the long-term aver-
age of 216,000.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as wood ducks, 
ring-necked ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads was 246,000, This 
was 82 percent higher than last 
year and 39 percent above the 
long-term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands (Types II-V) was 258,000, up 
13 percent from last year, and 2 

percent above the long-term aver-
age. “Although wetland numbers 
were average, conditions changed 
from extremely dry before May 1 
to fairly wet by the end of May 
in most of the state,” said Steve 
Cordts, DNR waterfowl specialist.

“Also, in a normal year, ducks 
begin arriving back to Minnesota 
in April or early May to begin the 
nesting season,” Cordts said. “But 
with record late ice-out and signifi-
cant snow cover present in some 
areas until early May, the spring 
migration and nesting season were 
delayed so we had to delay the 
survey about two weeks.”

The DNR’s waterfowl survey 
has been conducted each year 
since 1968 to provide an annual in-
dex of breeding duck abundance. 
The survey covers 40 percent of 
the state that includes much of 
the best remaining duck breeding 
habitat in Minnesota. A DNR wa-
terfowl biologist and pilot count 
all waterfowl and wetlands along 
established survey routes by fly-
ing low-level aerial surveys from 
a fixed-wing plane. The survey 
is timed to begin in early May to 
coincide with peak nesting activ-
ity of mallards. The U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provide ground 
crews that also count waterfowl 
along some of the same survey 
routes. This data is then used to 
correct for birds not seen by the 
aerial crew.

This year’s Canada goose pop-
ulation was estimated at 250,000, 
which was considerably less than 
last year’s estimate of 416,000. The 
number of breeding Canada geese 
in the state is estimated via a he-
licopter survey of nesting Canada 
geese in April. The survey, which 
includes most of the state except 
for the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area, counts Canada geese on 
randomly selected plots located 

in prairie, transition and forested 
areas.

Although this year’s estimate 
was lower than recent years, much 
of that change could be the result 
of the spring weather conditions 
that may have impacted goose 
distribution and abundance in the 
state. Cold temperatures and April 
snowfall combined with a late ice-
out reduced nesting success and 
effort, reducing the number of 
goslings. During the past 10 years, 
the Canada goose population’s 
average has ranged from 275,000 
to 350,000.

“While that should not im-
pact the population in the future, 
fewer young geese in the early 
fall usually makes goose hunting 
more difficult for hunters,” said 
Paul Telander, DNR wildlife sec-
tion chief. “The bottom line is our 
Canada goose population remains 
higher than we’d like it to be and 
we’ll continue to maximize hunt-
ing opportunities this fall.”

dnr announCes 
FIrst august 

Canada goose 
season

Minnesota will conduct its first 
August Canada goose season from 
Saturday, Aug. 10 to Sunday, Aug. 
25, the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) said.

“The state’s Canada goose 
population is very high and ex-
ceeds our statewide goal,” said 
Steve Cordts, the DNR’s water-
fowl specialist. “We have con-
tinued agricultural depredation 
concerns in the western portion 
of the state with large numbers of 
Canada geese. This is one more 
option for us to try and increase 
our harvest of Canada geese.”

Hunting will be restricted 
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to an intensive harvest zone in 
west-central Minnesota. The daily 
bag limit will be 10 Canada geese 
with no possession limit. Shooting 
hours will be from one-half hour 
before sunrise to one-half hour 
after sunset. A small game hunt-
ing license, special goose permit 
and state waterfowl stamp are 
required.

“It’s hard to gauge what hunt-
er participation will be since this is 
the first time we have had August 
goose hunting,” Cordts said. “But 
for those who are interested, there 
should be ample opportunity.”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice approved the hunt as a man-
agement option for states dealing 
with overabundant populations of 
resident Canada geese. Additional 
details are on the DNR website.

The DNR will announce de-
tails of fall waterfowl seasons, 
including the September Canada 
goose hunt, in early August.

MIssIssIppI
MIssIssIppI’s 2013-
14 dove seasons 

announCed 
JACKSON - The Commission 

on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
has approved dates for the 2013-
14 dove season. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides a “win-
dow” of dates from which states 
may select specific season dates. 
The 2013-14 dove season will be 
similar to previous seasons with 
a few minor changes.

Once again, Mississippi hunt-
ers will enjoy a 70-day, 15-bird 
daily bag limit for mourning and 
white-winged doves for the 2013-
14 season. The possession limit 
is three times the daily bag limit. 
Mississippi is divided into two 

zones to maximize hunting op-
portunities throughout the state. 
The North Dove Zone is defined as 
areas north of U.S. Hwy. 84, plus 
areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and 
west of MS Hwy. 35. Season dates 
for the North Zone are as follows: 
Sept. 1-22; Oct. 12-Nov. 4; and Dec. 
20-Jan. 12. The South Dove Zone is 
defined as areas south of U.S. Hwy. 
84 and east of MS Hwy. 35. Season 
dates for the South Zone are as fol-
lows: Sept. 1-9; Oct. 5-Nov. 4; and 
Dec. 14-Jan. 12. The season will 
open at 2 p.m. on Sept. 1 for both 
dove zones.

“The opening day of dove 
season is one of the most popular 
hunting dates of the year,” said 
James Callicutt, Mississippi De-
partment of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks Waterfowl Program Bi-
ologist. The MDWFP provides an 
abundance of public dove hunting 
opportunities on many state Wild-
life Management Areas as well 
as on private lands through the 
private lands dove field program.

For more information regard-
ing dove hunting in Mississippi, 
visit our website at www.mdwfp.
com/dove or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

MIssIssIppI’s 
2013-2014 early 

MIgratory gaMe 
bIrd seasons 
announCed 

The Commission on Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks approved 
dates for the 2013-14 early hunt-
ing seasons for migratory birds 
on July 17, 2013. Early migratory 
game bird hunting seasons set 
during the July meeting include 
resident Canada geese, early teal, 
snipe, woodcock, and rails. This 
year, early seasons will be similar 
to recent years.

The early teal season is Sept. 
14-29, 2013. The bag limit for 
September teal is 6 per day with 
no more than 18 in possession. 
The hunting season for resident 
Canada geese is Sept. 1-15, 2013. 
The daily bag limit is 5 Canada 
geese with a possession limit of 
15. The hunting season for rails, 
moorhens, and gallinules is Sept. 
14-Nov. 22, 2013. 

Daily bag limit for clapper 
rails, king rails, moorhens, and 
gallinules is 15 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit 
is 45 singly or in aggregate. Daily 
bag limit for Virginia rails and 
sora rails is 25 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit 
is 75 singly or in aggregate. The 
hunting season for snipe is Nov. 
14, 2013-Feb. 28, 2014. Daily bag 
limit is 8 snipe with a possession 
limit of 24 birds. Woodcock season 
is Dec. 18, 2013-Jan. 31, 2014. The 
daily bag limit is 3 woodcock with 
a possession limit of 9 birds.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

WaterFoWl 
breedIng 

populatIons 
reMaIn strong In 

2013 
 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice and Canadian Wildlife Service 
recently completed their annual 
waterfowl population surveys on 
the breeding grounds to monitor 
waterfowl populations and to help 
set hunting season frameworks. 
Overall, North American breeding 
waterfowl populations estimates 
declined 6 percent from 2012 to 
just under 46 million birds, which 
is still 33 percent above the long-
term average. 
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Population estimates for eight 
of the ten surveyed duck species 
increased or were at similar lev-
els to last year. Mallard numbers 
were similar to last year at 10.4 
million birds. Gadwall, green-
winged teal, and northern pintail 
were also similar to last year’s 
estimates (3.3, 3.1, and 3.3 million 
respectively). American wigeon 
populations showed the greatest 
increase (23 percent). Blue-winged 
teal (-16 percent) and scaup (-20 
percent) were the only species 
that demonstrated a noticeable 
decrease in numbers; however, 
blue-winged teal remain well 
above the long-term average. 
“Although some species may have 
experienced declines from 2012, 
little will change from a hunter’s 
perspective. Most species did not 
significantly change in numbers 
up or down,” said James Callicutt, 
Waterfowl Program Biologist 
for the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP).

The 2013 May pond count in-
creased 24 percent to 6.9 million 
ponds. “It’s good news that the 
wetland conditions were good this 
year, but grassland nesting habitat, 
which has been declining both in 
the United States and Canada, is 
extremely important, too,” said 
Houston Havens, Waterfowl Pro-
gram Leader for the MDWFP. 
Many factors contribute to a good 
hunting season for Mississippi’s 
duck hunters, with fall and winter 
weather conditions playing the 
key role in the duck migration. 

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

MIssourI
goose roundup 

at sMIthvIlle 
lake has tIes to 

ConservatIon 
hIstory

Science and conservation his-
tory merge at Smithville Lake ev-
ery June when buckaroos in boats 
roundup giant Canada geese. The 
geese are a large-bodied subspe-
cies once considered extinct in 
the United States until a few small 
remnant populations were discov-
ered. Thanks to restoration efforts, 
the geese made major strides 
toward a remarkable recovery at 
property now within the lake’s 
public land boundaries.

A roundup on June 14 at the 
lake added another layer of scien-
tific data for giant Canada geese 
in the Little Platte River basin, 
which feeds Smithville Lake north 
of Kansas City. Geese molt, or lose 
their flight feathers, in early sum-
mer in a process to replace worn 
feathers with a fresh set. Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC) crews used boats to herd 
flightless birds across the water 
into on-shore nets that served as 
pens.

Many of the geese have been 
captured in roundups before and 
wore leg bands with identifica-
tion numbers. Other geese were 
given leg bands and their sex and 
age recorded. Then all geese were 
released back to the lake.

The leg bands and data base 
enables biologists to track geese 
populations, survival rates and 
movements. Similar roundups 
are held across Missouri and the 
United States.

MDC biologists once found a 
goose with a leg band 28 years old, 
said Joe DeBold, an MDC urban 

wildlife biologist who organized 
the roundup. Most recaptured 
birds are far younger.

“This gives us information 
about trends for the Canada goose 
population in different areas of 
the state and across the Midwest,” 
DeBold said.

That information guides how 
federal and state conservation 
agencies regulate hunting seasons. 
It also helps with wildlife manage-
ment efforts on a local level. When 
Canada geese populations get large 
enough to become a nuisance in a 
neighborhood, including urban ar-
eas, steps are sometimes taken such 
as habitat modification to make an 
area less attractive to geese, limit-
ing nesting success, or as a very last 
resort, trapping geese for harvest 
and donation to food pantries.

But giant Canada geese were 
once rare. They are a subspecies 
and not as migratory in winter and 
spring as smaller-bodied subspe-
cies that nest in Canada and the 
Arctic.

In 1952, Canada geese were re-
leased at the former MDC Trimble 
Wildlife Area north of Smithville. 
Biologists at the Trimble Area in 
the early 1960s put galvanized 
metal washtubs on posts as nest-
ing sites for the geese. The tub 
nests greatly reduced egg and 
gosling losses to predators and 
the discovery boosted statewide 
and national giant Canada goose 
restoration programs.

Nesting tubs were once fre-
quently seen additions to farm 
ponds. They were especially com-
mon in the counties near the old 
Trimble Area. Property owners 
took pride in helping to restore a 
bird second in size only to swans 
among North American waterfowl. 
Geese at the Trimble Area were cap-
tured and released for restorations 
elsewhere in Missouri.


