
20
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September 2013                                                     Now in our Twenty Third year                                             www.Bdarn.com

News from the Non-profits

Ducks unlimiteD
Ducks unlimited to host 
youth waterfowl hunting 

clinic Aug. 16 and 17
Children 16 and under are 

invited to join Ducks Unlim-
ited for a free youth waterfowl 
hunting clinic on Friday, Aug. 
16, at 8:30 a.m. This is the sixth 
year for the event, and children 
who have been waterfowl hunt-
ing are encouraged to bring a 
friend who has not.

“We are passionate about 
duck hunting and we want to 
help instill that passion in future 
generations of hunters,” said 
Matthew Shappell, DU biologist 
and volunteer workshop in-
structor. “By teaching our youth 
the necessary skills for duck 
hunting, we hope they will take 
those to the field and experience 
the thrill for themselves.”

During the clinic, partici-
pants will learn the necessary 
skills to enjoy waterfowl hunt-
ing safely. Activities include 
duck identification, decoy 
spreads, hunting gear, intro-
duction to hunting safety, duck 
calling and retriever training. 
The first 20 kids (ages 9-16) to 
register will have the opportu-
nity to participate in shooting 
training at Capital City Sport-
ing Clays Range (12951 71st 
Ave. NE, Bismarck) the follow-
ing day. The shooting training 
will include safe gun handling 

tips. A parent or guardian must 
accompany children at the 
shooting range and during the 
clinic.

The clinic will be held at the 
DU office at 2525 River Road in 
Bismarck. Activities will run on 
Friday, Aug. 16, from 9-11 a.m., 
with sign-in beginning at 8:30. 
The shooting activity will have 
two sessions on Saturday, Aug. 
17, from 8:15-10 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m. -12 p.m. Registration is 
required for the workshop. To 
sign up, contact Jennifer Kross 
at (701) 202-8896 or jkross@
ducks.org.

Also available to families 
with young hunters is the op-
portunity to check out a trailer 
full of decoys and blinds to 
hunt waterfowl. The trailer 
and this year’s workshop are 
sponsored by DU and the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment. North Dakota Game and 
Fish purchased the trailer with 
funds from the Encouraging To-
morrow’s Hunters special grant 
program, and Avery Outdoors 
donated the equipment.

By calling DU’s Bismarck 
office at (701) 355-3500, families 
with young hunters can reserve 
one of three equipment pack-
ages: a fully equipped trailer 
with goose and duck decoys for 
field hunting or one of two bags 
of floating duck decoys and 
marsh seats for duck hunting 
on a wetland.

Ducks unlimited 
applauds improvements 
in Great lakes funding

Ducks Unlimited appreci-
ates the passage of an amend-
ment to provide $210 million 
to the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) program. Pre-
viously a subcommittee had 
reduced funding for the suc-
cessful program to $60 million.

“We’re grateful for the lead-
ership of Rep. David Joyce (R-
Ohio) and Rep. Charlie Dent (R-
Pa.),” said Becky Humphries, 
director of DU’s Great Lakes 
and Atlantic office. “The Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative 
is making real changes in the 
region, changes that improve 
recreation for sportsmen and 
women, but also by providing 
cleaner water, more habitat and 
improved economic outcomes.”

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on Ap-
propriations was able to ap-
prove the funding for the fed-
eral program via an offset from 
fees collected from extending 
the selloff of helium rights.

GLRI is a federal program 
designed to target the most 
significant problems in the 
Great Lakes ecosystem, includ-
ing habitat conservation, inva-
sive aquatic species, non-point 
source pollution and contami-
nated sediment.

“The improvement to the 
GLRI appropriation is an impor-
tant step forward,” Humphries 
said. “But we’ll continue to 
work with legislators to get 
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back to the $300 million level. 
This program is an important 
piece of conservation in the 
Great Lakes for Ducks Unlim-
ited and our members.”

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 13 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more informa-
tion on our work, visit www.
ducks.org. Connect with us on 
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/DucksUnlimited, follow 
our tweets at twitter.com/
DucksUnlimited and watch 
DU videos at youtube.com/
DucksUnlimitedInc.

Kristin Schrader (734) 623-
2000 kschrader@ducks.org

House Appropriations 
bill zeros out 

conservation programs
The House Appropriations 

Committee’s 2014 Interior and 
Environment Appropriations 
bill, released yesterday, doesn’t 
include funding for vital con-
servation programs, such as 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA).

“In the current fiscal cli-
mate, we understand that con-

servation programs must also 
receive scrutiny in the budget 
cutting process,” DU CEO Dale 
Hall said. “However, it is short 
sighted and unacceptable to 
completely zero out funding for 
conservation programs that are 
also economic drivers. NAWCA 
in particular is unique because 
it more than triples any invest-
ment by the federal govern-
ment with non-federal funding 
through private partners.”

NAWCA has translated 
more than $1 billion in federal 
appropriations over the life of 
the program into nearly $3.5 bil-
lion in additional economic ac-
tivity. These expenditures have 
created, on average, nearly 
7,500 new jobs (e.g. construc-
tion workers, biologists, engi-
neers) annually in the United 
States, generating more than 
$200 million in worker earnings 
each year. Every federal dollar 
provided by NAWCA must be 
matched by at least one dollar 
from non-federal sources.

The Land and Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF), Neo-
tropical Migratory Bird Conser-
vation Fund and state wildlife 
grants are among the other con-
servation programs not funded 
in the fiscal year 2014 bill.

“Wetlands protected and 
conserved by these programs 
do so much more than provide 
waterfowl and wildlife habi-
tat. They lessen the effects of 
floods and hurricanes, prevent 
soil erosion and improve water 
quality,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“They also provide opportuni-

ties for hunting, angling and 
other wildlife-dependent rec-
reation that contributed more 
than $144.7 billion to the U.S. 
economy in 2011. Programs 
that provide such major returns 
on investment for our citizens 
and government should not be 
abandoned.” 

The bill sets baseline fund-
ing for Department of the Inte-
rior, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Forest Service and 
other related agencies.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
1530 hstegner@ducks.org

split House farm bill 
passes 216-208

no clear path forward on 
conference with senate 

bill
In rapid succession, U.S. 

House leadership announced 
earlier this week a split of the 
farm bill into separate agricul-
ture and nutrition pieces, and 
voted today on the agriculture 
portion. It passed with a final 
tally of 216-208.

“Ducks Unlimited is dis-
appointed that the House has 
failed to listen to the strong 
coalition of agricultural and 
conservation groups that asked 
for a comprehensive farm bill,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall.

Amendments that were 
accepted on the House floor 
during the farm bill debate 
in June were included in the 
newly separated agriculture 
bill, which included the com-
modities, conservation, crop 
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insurance, energy, forestry and 
research titles. Among those 
amendments was one pro-
hibiting the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) from 
requiring wetland mitigation 
that is equivalent to the func-
tion and value of a lost wetland. 
The amendment restricts the 
USDA explicitly to an acre for 
acre standard. 

“The House farm bill, even 
in its intact form, didn’t make 
conservation a priority,” said 
Hall. “The wetland amend-
ment in particular is not good-
science based policy because it 
ignores the value of individual 
wetlands. A small wetland may 
provide habitat, trap sediment 
and clean water while the 
mitigated land only traps sedi-
ment. This amendment calls all 
wetlands equal, which is like 
saying a golf course pond is the 
same as a coastal marsh.”

The House passed-agricul-
ture bill includes a regional 
Sodsaver provision, applying 
only to the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion states of Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa 
and Minnesota. The Senate farm 
bill’s Sodsaver program would 
apply nationally. Both programs 
would reduce federal subsidy 
on any new cropland acres put 
into production as a result of 
breaking grassland that had no 
previous cropping history.

Missing in this House ag-
riculture bill is a provision re-
coupling conservation compli-
ance to crop insurance, which 
is contained in the bipartisan 
Senate-passed bill. The conser-

vation and agriculture com-
munities joined together earlier 
this year to support re-coupling 
to help ensure the long-term 
sustainability of wetland habi-
tats that help keep our waters 
clean, prevent soil erosion and 
provide critical habitat for wa-
terfowl and other wildlife.

“Ducks Unlimited was 
among the 532 agriculture and 
conservation organizations that 
sent a letter to Speaker Boehner 
asking the House for bipartisan 
support of a comprehensive, 
intact farm bill,” Hall said. 
“Again, it is extremely frustrat-
ing that a coalition of such a 
number of broad interests can 
find common ground in our 
need for long-term agricul-
ture policy, and a Congressio-
nal body of almost 100 fewer 
members chooses to ignore our 
recommendation. This halved 
bill leaves the farm bill with no 
clear path to a conference result 
with the comprehensive Senate-
passed farm bill.” 

The full House farm bill was 
unexpectedly defeated in a 195-
234 vote last month. Besides the 
removal of the nutrition title, 
the one clear difference in the 
agriculture bill passed today is 
that it repeals the 1949 laws as 
permanent and replaces them 
with the new Title I law. This 
leaves the fate of agriculture 
conservation programs very 
uncertain.

The current year extension 
of the 2008 Farm Bill expires 
Sept. 30.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
1530 hstegner@ducks.org

Private landowners 
manage 60 percent of 

u.s. land area
The fourth State of the Birds 

Report, released today, high-
lights the enormous contribu-
tions private landowners make 
to bird and habitat conserva-
tion, as well as opportunities 
for increased contributions. 

Private landowners, orga-
nizations and corporations, 
including 2 million ranchers 
and farmers and approximately 
10 million woodland owners, 
own and manage roughly 60 
percent of the land area in the 
United States. Private lands 
are used by virtually all of the 
nation’s terrestrial and coastal 
birds, 251 of which are feder-
ally threatened, endangered or 
of conservation concern. Many 
privately owned working lands 
that produce food, timber and 
other resources for society also 
provide valuable habitat for 
birds.

“Ducks Unlimited has a 
long history of working with 
private landowners across the 
country to conserve and restore 
millions of acres of critical wa-
terfowl and wildlife habitat,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “This 
year’s State of the Birds Report 
proves that our nation’s birds 
can be used as an indicator of 
our effectiveness as stewards of 
the land. Landowners can add 
a new way to measure the pro-
ductiveness of their land with 
the number of canvasbacks, 
gadwalls and pintails they see.” 

The scientific data in this 
year’s report indicate a very 
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high dependence on private 
lands among grassland, wet-
land and eastern forest birds, 
as well as the tremendous po-
tential for bird conservation. 
More than 100 species have at 
least half of their U.S. breeding 
distributions on private lands.

“More than 90 percent of the 
land in DU’s number one prior-
ity area, the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion, is privately owned,” said 
DU Chief Conservation Officer 
Paul Schmidt. “The State of 
the Birds Report highlights the 
necessity of collaborating with 
farmers, ranchers and other 
private landowners to ensure 
their livelihood while conserv-
ing the waterfowl habitat that 
also results in cleaner water for 
everyone.” 

The State of the Birds Re-
port on Private Lands is a 
collaborative effort as part of 
the U.S. North American Bird 
Conservation Initiative, involv-
ing federal and state wildlife 
agencies, and scientific and 
conservation organizations. 
These include North American 
Bird Conservation Initiative, 
U.S. Committee, American 
Bird Conservancy, Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
Ducks Unlimited, Klamath 
Bird Observatory, National 
Audubon Society, National 
Council for Air and Stream 
Improvement, Inc., The Nature 
Conservancy, Rocky Mountain 
Bird Observatory, University 
of Idaho, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, USDA Forest Ser-
vice, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and U.S. 

Geological Survey. 

The full report is available at 
www.stateofthebirds.org.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
1530 hstegner@ducks.org

more teal in early-season 
bag, higher possession 

limit encourage hunters
This fall, early-teal-season 

hunters may have an oppor-
tunity to bag more teal. Ad-
ditionally, if the Department of 
Interior finalizes the waterfowl 
harvest regulations as initially 
proposed, the possession limit 
would increase. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has pro-
posed a six-teal bag limit for 
early teal season and a pos-
session limit for all seasons 
equivalent to three daily bag 
limits. Current limits are a four-
teal daily bag during the special 
season and a possession limit of 
two daily bag limits.

“Ducks Unlimited is always 
pleased to see increased op-
portunities for waterfowl hunt-
ing,” said DU Chief Scientist 
Dale Humburg. “Harvest regu-
lations are biologically based, 
and teal population trends 
have certainly been favorable 
in recent years.”

Habitat conditions in the 
Prairie Pothole Region have 
generally been wet and favor-
able for the last several years, 
laying the foundation for excel-
lent nesting success for prai-
rie nesters. Habitat conserva-
tion efforts by DU and others 
across North America have also 

served to bolster waterfowl 
populations.

“To date, Ducks Unlim-
ited has helped conserved 
more than 13 million acres of 
important waterfowl habitat 
across the continent, but we 
cannot rest on that success,” 
Humburg said. “Despite re-
cord numbers in the breeding 
waterfowl survey over the last 
few years, if left unchecked, 
all prairie-breeding ducks will 
be negatively impacted by the 
continuing trend of wetland 
and grassland losses.”

The higher possession limit 
will be especially helpful for 
the thousands of waterfowl 
hunters who travel for hunting 
trips each year and want to take 
their harvest home with them. 
If approved, they will be able 
to possess up to three daily bag 
limits at a time, rather than two. 
For hunters that take week-
long trips across the country to 
harvest waterfowl, this change 
will make a difference. Because 
state regulations may vary 
within the federal framework, 
DU reminds hunters to check 
state-specific regulations before 
heading to the marsh.

“If you support waterfowl 
conservation efforts in North 
America, you can look upon 
these regulation changes as the 
fruits of your labor,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “If you do not 
currently support waterfowl 
conservation, please consider 
helping ensure that future gen-
erations have the same chance 
to experience the majesty of 
waterfowl and other wetland-
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dependent wildlife that you 
have.”

Andi Cooper (601) 956-1936 
acooper@ducks.org

PHeAsAnt Forever
1.7 million Acres 

Accepted for crP, Acre 
totals now at 26-Year 

low
Pheasants Forever has grave 

concerns regarding continued 
massive habitat losses through 
weakening CRP

When CRP acreage topped 
30-million acres nationwide, 
the program was credited for 
producing more than 13 million 
pheasants annually.

When CRP acreage topped 
30-million acres nationwide, 
the program was credited for 
producing more than 13 million 
pheasants annually.

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack today announced the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will accept 1.7 million 
acres offered under the 45th 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) general sign-up, low-
ering Conservation Reserve 
Program total acreage to 26.9 
million acres. Now at a 26-year 
program low, Pheasants Forev-
er calls this depletion a modern 
low point for conservation, one 
which will have serious ramifi-
cations not only for wildlife, but 
for the nation’s soil and water 
quality as well.

“While we thank USDA 
for recognizing the need for 

holding this CRP sign-up and 
applaud the landowners who 
are participating in conserva-
tion, this news of CRP’s historic 
low acre total makes it even 
more apparent there are grave 
concerns for the health of CRP, 
our nation’s most successful 
conservation program respon-
sible for countless benefits to 
water quality, soil resources 
and wildlife,” says Dave Nom-
sen, Pheasants Forever & Quail 
Forever vice-president of gov-
ernmental affairs.

“Since 2007, we have lost 
more than 14.7 million acres of 
CRP, accounting for 26 percent 
of the program and setting a 26-
year low for total acres enrolled. 
CRP is significantly below the 
30 million acre enrollment 
benchmark maintained for 
more than two decades. That 
30 million-acre mark had been 
providing record benefits in 
terms of soil, water, and wildlife 
resources,” continued Nomsen.

During this spring’s 5-week 
signup, the Department re-
ceived 28,000 offers on more 
than 1.9 million acres of land. 
USDA selected offers for en-
rollment based on an Environ-
mental Benefits Index (EBI) 
comprised of five environ-
mental factors plus cost. The 
five environmental factors are: 
(1) wildlife enhancement, (2) 
water quality, (3) soil erosion, 
(4) enduring benefits, and (5) 
air quality.

“These recent CRP losses 
combined with an agricultural 
climate rampant with conver-
sion of native prairies and 

wetlands, bulldozing and burn-
ing of shelterbelts, woodlots, 
and dry wetlands - is having 
a catastrophic impact on our 
landscape,” said Nomsen. “In 
the aftermath of this announce-
ment, the American people 
need to recognize what is tak-
ing place on their countryside, 
especially across much of the 
northern Great Plains. This is 
not for just the health of pheas-
ant, quail and other wildlife. At 
stake is a high quality of life in 
rural areas, loss of America’s 
hunting tradition, and envi-
ronmental benefits important 
to a sustainable agriculture 
system.”

CRP is a voluntary pro-
gram designed to help farmers, 
ranchers and other agricultural 
producers protect their envi-
ronmentally sensitive land. 
Eligible landowners receive an-
nual rental payments and cost-
share assistance to establish 
long-term, resource conserving 
covers on eligible farmland 
throughout the duration of 10 
to 15 year contracts. Under CRP, 
farmers and ranchers plant 
grasses and trees in crop fields 
and along streams or rivers. 
The plantings prevent soil and 
nutrients from washing into 
waterways, reduce soil erosion 
that may otherwise contribute 
to poor air and water quality, 
and provide valuable habitat 
for wildlife. Plant cover estab-
lished on the acreage accepted 
into the CRP will reduce nutri-
ent and sediment runoff in our 
nation’s rivers and streams.

The USDA also announced 
today the enrollment of 370,000 
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acres into Continuous CRP, 
which is a sizeable number giv-
en the lack of a Farm Bill exten-
sion last fall meant this signup 
only has been open since May. 
These Continuous CRP acres 
are especially important con-
sidering their highly-targeted 
nature.

For more information re-
garding today’s announcement, 
please contact Dave Nomsen at 
(320) 491-9163 or email Dave. 
For all other inquiries, please 
contact Rehan Nana, Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever Pub-
lic Relations Specialist, at (651) 
209-4973 or email Rehan.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 
RNana@pheasantsforever.org

Pheasant restoration 
initiative volunteer 

lauded by Dnr
Ames is a dedicated 

lenawee county 
Pheasants Forever 

member
The Department of Natural 

Resources today announced 
that David H. Ames of Ypsi-
lanti Township was named the 
Michigan Pheasant Restoration 
Initiative Volunteer of the Year.

A retired police officer, Ames 
has been the driving force of the 
pheasant cooperative concen-
trated around the Lake Hudson 
Recreation Area in Lenawee 
Township. He organizes coop-
erative events, works with sur-
rounding private landowners, 
runs the co-op’s Facebook page 
and serves as a liaison to the 

DNR and other conservation 
agencies.

“This was totally unex-
pected and quite an honor,” 
said Ames. “Some of the vol-
unteers are accomplishing great 
things in so many ways that this 
means a lot to me. It was great 
to have some of the DNR guys 
I work with -Al Stewart, Mark 
Sargent, Ray Fahlsing -attend 
the meeting.”

The Lake Hudson Pheasant 
Cooperative has been one of the 
most successful joint efforts be-
tween the DNR and its partners 
in the Pheasant Restoration Ini-
tiative. The group has prepped 
and cleared land at the Lake 
Hudson Recreation Area for 
the planting of native grasses 
and is seen as an example of 
what such partnerships can 
accomplish.

“The efforts of volunteers 
like David Ames are integral 
to the success of the Michigan 
Pheasant Restoration Initia-
tive,” said DNR Director Keith 
Creagh. “We’ve undertaken 
a monumental task to restore 
Michigan’s pheasant popula-
tion and heritage. With the 
dedication and work of guys 
like David, we’re beginning to 
see the fruits of this effort.”

For more information on 
the Michigan Pheasant Resto-
ration Initiative, visit the DNR 
website at www.michigan.gov/
pheasant.

Rehan Nana, Pheasants 
Forever public relations special-
ist, at (651) 209-4973 or email 
Rehan
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news From the Akc

Akc companion Animal 
recovery Pledges Free 
universal microchip 

scanners to shelters in 
support --

Thousands of North Caro-
lina pet owners will now have a 
better chance of being reunited 
with their beloved “family 
members” thanks to Senate Bill 
626, which was sent to Gover-
nor Pat McCrory this week for 
his signature. The American 
Kennel Club (AKC) worked 
with several lawmakers who 
sponsored the bill to ensure that 
shelters with access to micro-
chip scanners are now required 
to scan a pet for a microchip 
and utilize that information 
to help reunite the pet with its 
owner.

In support of SB 626 - spon-
sored by North Carolina State 
Senators Floyd B. McKissick, 
Jr., Brent Jackson, Wesley Mer-
edith and Mike Woodard - AKC 
Companion Animal Recovery 
(AKC CAR), the nation’s largest 
non-profit pet recovery service 
and based in Raleigh, pledged 
up to 20 universal microchip 
scanners to North Carolina 
shelters. AKC CAR has a his-
tory of assisting state shelters 
by donating 160 microchip 
scanners in the last four years.

“We’re pleased with this 
new state law as we’ve seen 
first-hand how scanning an ani-

mal entering a shelter, at least 
once for a microchip, greatly 
increases its chances at being 
reunited with its owner as well 
as reduce public shelter costs.” 
said Tom Sharp, CEO of AKC 
CAR.

During the legislative pro-
cess to pass this bill, AKC Gov-
ernment Relations noticed that 
current North Carolina shelter 
law stated only that shelters 
that have access to microchip 
scanners “may” use them in 
order to help locate owners of 
animals taken into custody.

Because the “universal” mi-
crochip scanners now available 
allow for a single scanner to 
recognize nearly all microchips 
currently on the market in the 
United States, AKC urged the 
sponsors to amend the bill to 
“require” that shelters with 
microchip scanners use them 
to help reunite lost pets with 
their owners.

“We thank Senator McK-
issick for the amendment to 
strengthen state shelter laws to 
“require” pets be scanned. This 
change goes a long way toward 
helping pet owners of lost dogs 
and public shelters in our state,” 
said Sheila Goffe, Director of 
AKC Government Relations. 
“AKC strongly supports com-
mon sense measures like this 
across the country that will help 
reunite lost pets with their own-
ers in all communities.”

“New universal scanner 
technology and the simple 
act of scanning a lost pet for a 
microchip is a common-sense 
solution to helping our animal 
shelters reunite lost pets with 
their owners,” said Senator 
McKissick. “AKC CAR’s dona-
tion of new scanners to North 
Carolina shelters shows how 
we can work together as a 
community to address animal 
issues.”

Not only do lost pets ben-
efit, but stolen pets will too. 
According to the AKC CAR 
National Pet Theft Database, 
there has been a consistent rise 
in stolen pets over the past five 
years, some of which have been 
reunited with owners due to 
scanning the pet’s microchip 
in a shelter.

“My husband and I along 
with our dog, Fargo were stay-
ing away from home several 
months ago when Fargo took 
off,” said Patty McEwen, a 
North Carolina resident and 
enrollee of AKC CAR. ”Luck-
ily, Fargo found a “friend” 
who took him to get scanned. 
Thanks to his microchip and 
an available scanner, we were 
reunited with him in less than 
2 hours.”

Lost pets with microchips 
are up to 20 times more likely to 
return home. Microchips, about 
the size of a grain of rice, are im-
planted between the shoulder 
blades of companion animals 
as identification. Most shelters 
scan pets for microchips as 
part of their intake process and 
owners are reunited with their 
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pet if the number that appears 
on the scanner is enrolled in a 
pet recovery database like AKC 
Companion Animal Recovery. 
AKC CAR has reunited more 
than 400,000 lost pets since its 
inception in 1995 and has also 
donated scanners to shelters in 
Georgia and Illinois in connec-
tion with similar AKC legisla-
tive efforts. AKC reminds pet 
owners to microchip their dogs 
as early as possible and keep as-
sociated contact information up 
to date to ensure swift recovery.

North Carolina shelters in-
terested in universal scanners 
can visit www.akccar.org/nc-
cares to learn more. For more in-
formation about AKC Govern-
ment Relations, visit www.akc.
org/breeders/gov_relations. 
For more information about 
microchipping or requesting 
a universal scanner donation 
from AKC Companion Animal 
Recovery, visit www.akccar.org.

Highlights From the 
July 2013 Akc Board 

meeting
Highlights from the July 

22-23, 2013 meeting of the 
AKC Board of Directors are as 
follows. Full details on these 
actions, as well as other ac-
tions taken, are included in 
the minutes for the meetings, 
which will be posted on the 
AKC website.

 The Board appointed the 
Nominating Committee, which 
is to nominate candidates to fill 
vacancies on the AKC Board at 
the March 2014 Delegate Meet-

ing. The Committee includes: 
Dominic P. Carota, Chair, Pha-
raoh Hound Club of America; 
James M. Ashton, Obedience 
Training Club of Rhode Island; 
Robert D. Black, Hatboro Dog 
Club; Constance Butherus, Af-
ghan Hound Club of America; 
Marcy L. Zingler, Sun Maid 
Kennel Club of Fresno. Al-
ternates: Jeffrey David Ball, 
Ramapo Kennel Club; Steve 
Schmidt, Texas Kennel Club.

 The Board set the dates for 
Board and Delegate Meetings 
for 2014, 2015 and 2016. The 
schedule is included in the 
minutes of the July 2013 meet-
ing and will be posted on the 
AKC website. 

 The Board provided for 
additional Certificates of Merit 
titles for dogs competing in 
the Miscellaneous Class (CM2, 
CM3, etc.) 

 Standing written approval 
was given to clubs to hold 
certain common special attrac-
tions so that it would not be 
necessary to submit a separate 
written request each time the 
attraction is held. The list of 
special attractions included is 
in the July 2013 Board minutes.

Akc Judging task Force 
seeks comment From 

Fancy
The American Kennel Club 

Board of Directors recently 
formed the Judging Task Force 
(JTF) to continue the ongoing 
improvement of all aspects of 
the dog show judging process 
from preparation and applica-

tion to performance in the ring.

T h e  B o a rd - a p p o i n t e d 
JTF members are Dr. Charles 
Garvin, AKC Board member; 
Kent Delaney, AKC multi-
group judge; Doug A. Johnson, 
multi-group AKC judge and 
AKC Breeder of the Year group 
honoree; and Daryl Hendricks, 
AKC Chief Operating Officer.

“We all know that AKC 
Judges are the best in the world. 
The goal of this task force will 
be to continue the ongoing 
improvement of the judging 
process from beginning to end,” 
said JTF Chairman Dr. Garvin. 
“By identifying talented judges, 
integrating exhibitor feedback 
and examining educational op-
portunities for judges we can 
continue to maintain our high 
standards of judging and grow 
our sport.”

As the task force moves 
forward it will study bringing 
along new judges, enhancing 
ongoing education for judges 
seeking new breeds, utilizing 
exhibitor surveys, and explor-
ing new tools and technologies 
for assessing judging perfor-
mance.

The JTF will reach out to a 
variety of fanciers, including 
exhibitors, breeders, judges, 
owners, field reps, stewards, 
show committees, commenta-
tors, and others for feedback. 
A dedicated email address 
JudgingTaskForce@akc.org has 
been created specifically for 
the fancy to send comments 
directly to the task force.
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During the June AKC Board 
meeting the JTF presented its 
next steps and will be solicit-
ing input on its plan of action 
from the fancy. The task force 
will make periodic reports and 
recommendations to the AKC 
Board and updated information 
will be posted at www.akc.org 
in the press center.

Highlights From the 
June 2013 Akc Delegate 

and Board meetings
Highlights from the June 

11-12, 2013 meetings of the AKC 
Delegates and AKC Board of 
Directors are as follows. Full 
details on these actions, as 
well as other actions taken, are 
included in the minutes for the 
meetings, which will be posted 
on the AKC website.

Delegate meeting
 The Delegates approved 

an amendment to the Rules 
for Pointing Breed Field Trials 
to permit the Irish Setter Club 
of America to hold a Gun Dog 
Championship open to walking 
handlers only.

 It was reported that AKC 
had retained the Edelman PR 
firm to assist in its public rela-
tions outreach and communica-
tions efforts.

Board meeting
 The Board adopted a pro-

cedure for the selection of the 
Conformation Judges Review 
Committee. The committee 
is to consist of two Execu-
tive Field Representatives and 
three judges randomly selected 

from a Board-approved pool of 
judges. The full details are in 
the June 2013 minutes.

 The Board approved the 
creation of a new AKC Commu-
nity Canine Testing Program 
which targets the pet-owning 
public. The program builds on 
the skills learned in the CGC 
program. Effective October 1, 
2013, dogs that pass the Com-
munity Canine test will receive 
the title of Community Canine 
(CMC).

 The Federacion Canina Do-
minicana (Dominican Republic) 
was added to the list of foreign 
registries with pedigrees ac-
ceptable for AKC registration.

 The National Owner Han-
dled Series competition may 
be offered at any independent 
Conformation event (All-Breed, 
Group Specialty) beginning 
with the 2014 qualifying period 
(October 10, 2013).

chairman’s report June 
2013

-- Creating a New Conver-
sation -- 

Given that I spent nearly 45 
years in the advertising agency 
business, it shouldn’t come 
as a surprise that one of my 
favorite TV programs is “Mad 
Men” the quintessential show 
about the advertising business 
in the 1960s, a time I remember 
well. One episode involves the 
proposed demolition of Penn 
Station and the construction 
of Madison Square Garden, 
which at the time was a hotly 

contested action.

Don Draper, the creative di-
rector of the agency, gives a pep 
talk to the hesitant client from 
Madison Square Garden, who 
was battling protestors against 
the plans to tear down Penn 
Station and build the Madison 
Square Garden we all know.

Draper’s advice was simple, 
but powerful - “If you don’t like 
what they’re saying, change the 
conversation.”

That is certainly timely 
advice for the American Ken-
nel Club. Today, I will share 
important steps we have taken 
to create that new conversation 
and, in turn, a new understand-
ing of who we are, what we do, 
the dedication of responsible 
breeders, and the unique as-
pects of purebred dogs.

In March, I reported we 
were committed to strength-
ening our public outreach, 
starting with creating an engag-
ing and effective social media 
platform. Christopher Walker 
joined us in March to spearhead 
that effort. His performance has 
been more like a battering-ram 
moving us forward with light-
ning speed. At that time, we 
had about 100,000 likes on Face-
book and about 4,000 engaged 
participants , and engaged par-
ticipants is the true measure of 
the health of a brand.

Now, just 90 days later, we 
have almost 370,000 likes and 
80,000 engaged people. While 
HSUS has many more likes, 
they only have 28,000 engaged 
participants. What does all that 
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mean? Those that are with us 
are really with us. Supporting 
the AKC, talking about us, and 
passing along items from our 
Facebook page. In addition, 
we now have a blog which the 
AKC team created in a couple 
of hours on Good Friday and 
the blog has currently received 
over 130,000 visitors. The last 
piece of that puzzle is the AKC 
website. Chris’ team is working 
to make it significantly more 
user-friendly and interesting, 
particularly for the general 
dog-loving public. As they say, 
“watch this space” for change 
you will like.

Concurrent with our ex-
pansion of AKC’s social media 
presence and outreach, we 
began an extensive review of 
public relations/public affairs 
agencies. The goal of that search 
was to determine a partner pos-
sessing the resources, expertise, 
and passion to create a new, 
exciting and engaging dialogue 
for the AKC. The team included 
me, Bob Amen, Dennis Sprung, 
Daryl Hendricks, Lisa Peterson, 
and was led by Chris Walker. 
We are very fortunate to have 
had Bob Amen’s guidance 
throughout the process. His 
experience, knowledge, and 
insightful observations were of 
invaluable help.

The 90-day review started 
with a field of 19 and included 
in-person visits, conference 
calls, interim presentations, 
and final presentations. The 
participants covered both large 
and mid-size companies with 
a common thread being their 

strong desire to work with us.

Throughout the process 
one company stood out at ev-
ery step and we are pleased 
to announce that we have 
unanimously agreed - and have 
retained Edelman as our new 
public relations partner, effec-
tive immediately.

Edelman is the world’s larg-
est public relations firm, with 
4800 communication experts in 
67 offices worldwide. Edelman 
combines the power of their 
size with the nimbleness and 
innovation we require.

They pioneered the first 
media tour; they were the 
first to apply public relations 
to building consumer brands; 
they conceived the first corpo-
rate citizenship program, and 
they were the first PR firm to 
establish a presence on the Web. 
Each achievement is directly 
linked to their entrepreneurial 
culture. Today they represent 
an impressive roster of global 
clients, including AstraZeneca, 
eBay, GE, HP, Microsoft, Shell, 
Starbucks, and Unilever.

They demonstrated a dis-
tinct understanding of our 
challenges and opportunities; 
unique capabilities in grass-
roots communication and mo-
bilization; deep expertise in 
digital public affairs; effective 
legislator communication, and 
strong belief in the mission and 
work of the AKC. The team we 
will be working with consists 
of experts in a variety of dis-
ciplines, each with a purebred 
dog at home‚Äìone whose 

mother is a Breeder of Merit 
-and the leader of the team was 
formerly the spokesman for the 
NRA. The team works from the 
Edelman New York and Wash-
ington, DC offices.

Edelman will be assum-
ing all the duties formerly 
performed by Rubenstein in 
addition to new responsibili-
ties for public engagement to 
communicate our Good Works, 
promote purebred dogs, de-
stigmatize responsible breed-
ers, help achieve fair legislation, 
and promote AKC thought 
leadership.

In addition, Edelman has 
the experience and the exper-
tise to anticipate, monitor, and 
respond to news attacks from 
the opposition or other threats 
to AKC’s reputation 24/7. 
The key here is “anticipate” ‚ 
something we will become ex-
pert at in short order. We have 
some other plans, but I believe 
HSUS and ASPCA are some of 
the most avid readers of our 
reports, including this one. So, 
rather than reading about our 
plans, they can enjoy experienc-
ing them instead.

One final point. I always ad-
mired the writings of Harvard 
philosopher William James on 
pragmatism and truth. I was 
particularly inspired by one 
thought he had ‚ “Act as if what 
you do makes a difference. It 
does.” That is good advice for 
all of us to take to heart. I know 
you and your clubs are doing 
interesting and exciting things 
in support of our Good Works 
and purebred dogs. We need to 


