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marked. A youngster at twelve-
years old may test as right-eye 
dominant and then two years 
later test conclusively left.

 Try this at home. If you are 
a right-shouldered shotgunner, 
focus on a distant object and 
then point your right index 
finger at it. Do not look at your 
finger as you do this. Focus 
on the object in the distance, 
keeping the pointing finger 

your peripheral vision. With 
both eyes open, you will see an 
image of two fingers instead of 
one bold image of your finger 
and also a ghost image. This is a 
phenomenon that optometrists 
call binocular disparity.

 With strong right-eye domi-
nance, the brain will select the 
bolder image (which should 
be the right one), but if the 
dominance is slight, you'll b 
confused about which of the 
images is the clearer If you 
are to shoot successfully, you 
must alway know where the 
barrel is relative to the target. 
It other words, you must see a 
clear, well-defined bird/barrel 
relationship. If you substitute 
the shotgun barrel for the fin-
ger, it will be difficult, as you 
bring the gun to point of aim, 
to define which image of the 
muzzles to use for the correct 
bird/barrel relationship. Clos-
ing the off eye will stop this.

 MYTH: Some shooters 
never see the barrels 

when they shoot.
 Here's another myth about 

seeing a bird/barrel relation-
ship. Over the years I have had 
conversations with clients who,

at first, swear emphatically 
that they never see their barrels 
when they shoot How can they 
avoid seeing them, I wonder?

The barrels are central to 
their line of vision.

 Common sense should pre-
vail here, but for many, it does 
not. Routine questioning of 
these clients, however, reveals 
the truth. For example, if I ask 
the client to focus on an object 

With strong dominance, 
you should see a clear 
image of the shotgun 

barrel in your periphery 
similar to this picture.

If the dominance is 
weak, or almost equal 
dominance, you may 

see a ghost image. This 
visual input is confusing 
for the brain. Both these 
pictures were taken with 

the camera above the 
barrels to illustrate the 

point.
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in the distance, a tree or utility 
pole, and ask him what he sees, 
his answer will be that he clear-
ly sees the object in question. If 
I ask him to mount his shotgun 
and point it at the same object, 
and ask him what he sees now, 
his answer should be, "I see the 
object in hard focus, but I see 
my barrels in my peripheral 
vision." In other words, he does 
see his barrel, but he doesn't 
look at them. There is a differ-
ence if he really doesn't see his 
barrel, how would he know 
how far in front of the target 
he was pointing the muzzles 
as he pulls the trigger? With-
out seeing the barrels, surely 
this would be the equivalent of 
attempting to shoot lightning 
bugs in pitch blackness.

 British shooting expert 
and engineer Gough Thomas 
Garwood conducted experi-
ments to prove that, regard-
less of what we may think, 
the subconscious view of the 
barrels definitely influences the 
pointability of the gun. In the 
experiments, with the aid of a 
spotlight projector down the 
barrel of his gun, in complete 
darkness in an unlit room, he 
fired twenty-five shots at a 
pinpoint of light on the wall. 
He then did twenty-five shots 
in daylight. He found out that 
his pointing ability was at least 
50 percent better when he could 
see the barrels of the gun in his 
periphery. The conclusion that 
he came to was that although 
we may think we shoot instinc-
tively with no awareness of the 
barrels, in practice this is not 
the case.

 Today, an enterprising 
manufacturer has produced a 
light that slips down inside the 
barrel of a shotgun to aid and 
improve gun-mounting and 
gun-pointing technique. Any-
one out there who still doubts 
that a peripheral view of his 
barrels is necessary for accu-
rate pointability may carry out 
his own experiment (as I have 
done) with one of these lights. I 
think he would find the results 
interesting.

Cross Firing
Sometimes shooters object 

to closing an eye. In an effort to 
prove my point to some of them 
that cross firing was indeed oc-
curring on some of their shots, 
I conducted an experiment. At 
the Dallas Gun Club, one of 
the target presentations on the 
sporting clay course was a full 
crossing shot at about twenty-
yard range travelling just above 
the surface of a lake. The shoot-
ing station was an elevated 
platform at about 90 degrees 
to the flight line of the target. 
I always asked the clients to 
describe the target to me and 
evaluate it before they attempt 
to break it.

 "What sort of target is this?" 
I asked.

 "Full crossing shot, about 
twenty yards away, about three 
to four feet of lead," the client 
said.

 "OK. Good. Let's see you 
shoot ten of them, Following 
pairs."

 The client obliged. The 
first pair was usually crushed 

convincingly and possibly the 
second pair. Maybe also the 
third pair. But usually, if my 
suspicions were correct and 
cross firing was sometimes 
occurring, sooner or later, he 
would miss one of the targets. 
When this happened, the client 
was openmouthed.

 "Can't understand why 
I missed that target, the lead 
looked exactly the same to me 
as the other shots."

 Of course it did-the visual 
input to pull the trigger had 
been received by one of the 
eyes, but unfortunately on this 
occasion, it was the wrong one 
and the target was missed. But 
if the client doubted that cross 
firing was the reason for the 
miss, my next question proved 
that this was indeed the case, 
beyond reasonable doubt.

 "So where did your shot 
pattern go?" I asked the client. 
It wasn't difficult to see.

 "I shot about four feet in 
front of the target!" he ex-
claimed.

 Exactly! Because we were 
shooting down at the target as 
it skimmed above the surface 
of the lake, it was plain to see 
by the pellets hitting the sur-
face that the client's shot went 
in front of the target, proving 
that as the shot was triggered, 
his left eye was influencing the 
proceedings instead of his right.

 Bird hunters, especially if 
they like to hunt ducks, can 
learn a lot from this. I did a 
lot of duck and goose hunting 
both in Scotland on the Solway 
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Firth estuary in Durnfriesshire 
and Eagle Lake on the Katy 
Prairie near Houston. Shooting 
ducks over water can be an eye-
opener for many of us, not just 
to identify an eye dominance 
problem that may manifest 
itself, but also to identify just 
how much lead we need on fast 
flying birds.  With a low shot 
there is no mistake as the pellets 
strike water below the target. 
A high shot, due to a head lift, 
poor gun fit, and so on, is also 
plain to see, but usually, only 
on the close shots (up to 20 
yards). Sometimes, as distance 
increases on these high shots, 
it's hard to see where the pellet 
distribution registers.

 But the real eye-opener 
for most inexperienced shots 
is the lead requirement. Next 
time you are presented with 
a flock of mallards or green-
heads skimming over the de-
coys, watch where a couple of 

shots from your buddies in the 
duck blind go and I bet you 
get a surprise. You can do the 
same exercise with doves that 
are dropping into a tank for a 
thirst quencher before they go 
to roost.

 MYTH: You can train 
your nondominant eye 

to become the dominant 
one.

 Another myth is that you 
can train the subdominant eye 
to take over and become the 
dominant one. Once again, 
simply not true. Depending on 
the degree of dominance, you 
can influence which eye takes 
over by sticking one of the in-
creasingly popular glow beads 
on the end of your gun. There 
is nothing new in this. The old 
seasoned duck hunters would 
use chalk or a wax crayon to en-
hance the ribs on their shotguns 
so that they could see them bet-
ter in the low-light conditions 

of early morning duck hunting 
forays.

 The type of gun you use, 
even the type of rib on the gun, 
can influence which eye takes 
over as the gun is brought to

point of aim. Many years 
ago I had a client who had 
shot well all his life with a 
side-by-side, but every time 
he tried to shoot an over-and-
under, he would shoot down 
the left side of the target. An eye 
dominance test revealed that 
he was left-eye dominant, but 
the dominance must have been 
slight, almost central vision. 
The dominant visual impres-
sion, as he brought his side-by-
side up to point of aim, was the 
one of the wide horizontal view 
of the barrels, which his right 
eye was receiving.

 However, when he did the 
same with the over-and-under, 
the situation was the reverse 
and the dominant visual im-
pression was the one that his 
left eye saw of the barrels be-
cause they were now stacked 
vertically. His left eye would 
take over, and he would shoot 
down the left side of the target 
every time. This is exactly the 
same reason that some shooters 
claim that a glow bead can cure 
a dominance mismatch. It can't; 
what the glow bead does is en-
hance the view of the barrels in 
the peripheral vision, which in 
turn gives the shooter a clearer 
indication of a bird/barrel rela-
tionship as be triggers the shot.

 So what's the answer if 
you suspect an eye dominance 

The dominant visual impression of side-by-side barrels. 
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problem? Experiment. Shoot 
with both eyes open and again 
with the off eye - the eye not 
above the rib-closed. Shoot 
also with a premounted gun 
to eliminate the possibility of a 
miss-mount.

 Don't experiment out in the 
field with live quarry. The hard-
est part is deciding what a bird 
will do and when it will do it, so 
no two shots will be identical; 
your experiment would prove 
nothing Instead shoot in a con-
trolled environment such i, a 
skeet field. Low house station 
two is ideal. Shoot four targets 
with both eyes open, and then 
the same target again with one 
eye closed.

 You must also shoot with 
sustained lead because once 
again, changes in gun move-
ment will give you inconsistent 
results and prove nothing. In 
other words, with a fast swing 
you may break the target, but 
with a slow swing you might 
not. Take note of how well the 
targets are breaking; with one 
eye they may be pulverized, 
two eyes they may be chippy, 
proving that the bird/barrel 
relationship you see is not as 
clear as it should be due to 
inconclusive (or weak) domi-
nance. You may be surprised 
with the results.

The shooter’s same view of an over-and-under 
shotgun, Now the dominant impression may be the 
two stacked barrels that the shooter’s left eye sees. 

This is enough for the wrong eye to take over as the 
gun is brought to point of aim.

 One final thing. The na-
ture of shotgunning is that 
everyone who likes to shoot 
a shotgun considers himself 
a shooting coach. Don't be 
misled by advice from oth-
ers who say what they say 
just because everyone else 
says it. I have known shoot-
ers who have struggled for 
years to keep both eyes 
open because others tell 
them that it is the only way. 
Advice from others with 
dominance issues may not 
be the answer for you. We 
are individuals; none of the 
guys offering this (usually) 
free advice know what you 
see as you trigger the shot, 
only you do.
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Home Gun Safety

As part of its “S.A.F.E. Sum-
mer” campaign to focus atten-
tion on the importance of safe 
and responsible firearm han-
dling and storage, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF ) today announced its 
“Top Ten” list of safety tips fire-
arm owners should remember 
to help ensure they are taking 
responsible precautions with 
firearms in their home.

“Nearly all firearm accidents 
in the home can be prevented 
when gun owners take simple 
precautions, and proper storage 
is the number one way to help 
prevent accidents” said Steve 
Sanetti, NSSF president and 
CEO. “Anyone who is going to 
own a firearm should respect it 
and secure it when not in use to 
help prevent firearm accidents 
and misuse.”

NSSF’s Top Ten Safety Tips 
include:

• Always keep the firearm’s 
muzzle pointed in a safe direc-
tion. A “safe direction” means 
that the gun is pointed so that 
even if an accidental discharge 
occurred, it would not result in 
injury.

• Always keep your finger 
off the trigger until you actually 
intend to shoot. When handling 

a gun, rest your finger outside 
the trigger guard or along the 
side of the gun. Don’t touch the 
trigger until you are actually 
ready to fire.

• Firearms should be un-
loaded when not actually in 
use. Whenever you pick up a 
gun, such as when removing it 
from or returning it to storage, 
remember to point it in a safe 
direction and make sure it is 
unloaded.

• Be sure you know how 
your firearm operates: read the 
manual on your firearm, know 
how to safely open and close the 
action of the firearm and know 
how to safely remove any am-
munition from the firearm and 
its magazine.

• Store your firearms in a 
locked cabinet, safe, gun vault 
or storage case when not in use, 
ensuring they are in a location 
inaccessible by children and 
cannot be handled by anyone 
without your permission.

• Store your ammunition in 
a locked location separate from 
firearms.

• Use a gun locking device 
that renders the firearm inoper-
able when not in use. A gun lock 
should be used as an additional 

safety precaution and not as a 
substitute for secure storage.

• Make sure young people 
in your home are aware of and 
understand the safety guide-
lines concerning firearms. 
Have them sign the Project 
ChildSafe Pledge for young 
people--a reminder that if they 
find an unattended firearm in 
their home or a neighbor’s to 
not touch it, and tell an adult.

• Always unload, clean 
and place your firearms in 
their secure storage location 
immediately after returning 
from a hunting trip or a day 
at the range.

• Educate everyone in your 
family about firearms safety. 
Visit the Project ChildSafe 
website for safety information 
and to find out where to get a 
free firearm safety kit in your 
area.

The “SAFE” in “S.A.F.E. 
Summer” serves as an acro-
nym for Secure your firearms 
when not in use; Be Aware of 
those around you who should 
not have unauthorized access 
to guns; Focus on your respon-
sibility as a firearm owner; and 
Educate yourself and others 
about safe firearm handling 
and storage. The S.A.F.E. Sum-
mer campaign focuses on 
equipping gun owners take 
responsible action to help keep 
their families and communities 
safer, particularly while chil-
dren are home from school and 
more likely to be unattended.

These tips and others tools 
and information about safe 

Ten Tips for Firearm Safety in 
Your Home
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and responsible firearm stor-
age are available at‚Ä®www.
projectchildsafe.org.

NSSF launched Project 
ChildSafe in 1998 (prior to 2003 
the program was called Project 
HomeSafe) as a nationwide 
initiative to promote firearms 
responsibility and provide 
safety education to all gun own-
ers. While children are a focus, 
Project ChildSafe is intended to 
help young people and adults 
practice greater firearm safety 
in the home. The program has 
provided more than 36 million 
free firearm safety kits to gun 
owners in all 50 states and five 
U.S. territories. That’s in addi-
tion to the more than 60 million 
free locking devices manufac-
turers have included with new 

firearms sold since 1998 and 
continue to do so today.

Project ChildSafe was origi-
nally supported by federal 
grants provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Since 
2008, when this funding was 
cut, the firearms manufactur-
ing industry has solely funded 
the Project ChildSafe program 
through the members of NSSF.
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Newbees 

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF ), 
the trade association for the 
firearms industry, is excited 
to announce that the Hunting 
Works For America program 
has grown yet again and now 
includes a state chapter in Utah. 
Hunting Works For Utah joins 
Arizona, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Iowa, Missouri and 
Pennsylvania, which launched 
just last month, as the seventh 
state to be included in the 
award-winning Hunting Works 
For America program.

“These seven states repre-
sent an extremely important 
cross-section of our nation’s 
hunting heritage, and I couldn’t 
be more pleased to see the 
grassroots enthusiasm we’ve 
experienced thus far for the 
program,” said Steve Sanetti, 
NSSF President and CEO.

The newly formed Hunting 
Works For Utah partnership has 
more than 30 partner organiza-
tions and will be adding dozens 
more in the weeks and months 
to come.

Hunting Works For Amer-
ica, through its state organi-
zations, is an initiative that 
seeks to bring into an alliance 
shooting sports organizations 
with businesses, workers and 
other non-traditional hunting 
entities such as chambers of 
commerce, convention and visi-
tors’ bureaus and other trade 
associations through a shared 
interest in the economic impact 
of hunting.

“With over 192,000 hunters 
spending about $500 million 
a year, hunting is a big deal 
in Utah,” said Chris Dolnack, 
NSSF’s senior vice president 
and chief marketing officer. 
“Nearly 13,000 jobs, $310 mil-
lion in salaries and wages and 
$62 million in state and local 
taxes exist because of hunting. 
With an economic impact of 
nearly $925 million, hunting 
is an important part of Utah’s 
economy.”

Taxes, fees and surcharges 
that hunters pay when they pur-
chase licenses, tags and equip-
ment fund Utah’s conservation 
efforts, which benefit game and 
non-game species as well as any-
one who enjoys the outdoors.

Hunting Works For Utah 
launched today with a press 
conference held at the State 
Capitol. Hunting Works For 
Utah is co-chaired by State Rep-
resentative Curtis Oda; Adam 
Massey, executive director of 
the Vernal Chamber of Com-
merce; David Worwood, Utah 
State Chapter president of the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration; Clay Perschon, retired 
wildlife biologist with the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources; 
and Roger Schneidervin, a re-
tired wildlife biologist formerly 
with the Utah Division of Wild-
life Resources.

Hunting Works For America 
initially launched in 2010 with 
Hunting Works For Arizona, 
Hunting Works For Minne-
sota and Hunting Works For 
North Dakota. These states 
were joined by Hunting Works 
For Iowa and Hunting Works 
For Missouri in 2012 and Hunt-
ing Works For Pennsylvania in 
2013. All totaled, the Hunting 
Works For America program 
now represents more than 700 
businesses, organizations and 
associations representing tens 
of thousands of stakeholders.

Becoming a member of HW-
FUT is absolutely free of charge 
so please visit www.Hunting-
WorksforUT.com to learn more 
about how to become a partner 
and the program, including 
leadership, members, social 
media opportunities and local 
hunting seasons.

NSSF Study: 
First-time Gun Buyers

NSSF Expands West with Hunting Works for 
America‚Ä®Hunting Works For Utah is newest state 

chapter added to award-winning program
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When MOST people talk 
about getting a dog they talk 
about getting a NEW dog… 
a pup. And for us, until re-
cently that has always been 
the case. But until recently we 
never thought much 
of the other options. 
I thought it time we 
investigate those.

When your buy-
ing a new dog there 
are really four options: 
a pup, a started dog, a 
finished dog and a 
rescue. With a pup 
you start from scratch 
that includes separa-
tion issues, bathroom 
issues, gun shyness 
and related affects, 
and some really dumb 
and cute things we 
all have seen pups 
do.  But you also get 
a clean slate without some of 
the bad manners. Many times 
if you have connections you can 
choose the pup and the blood-
lines. But also as you are picking 
many breeders will tell you, half 
may be great the other half not 
so much.  And will have chosen 
by FAR the most expensive way 
to buy a dog.

I am lumping started and 
finished dogs together. Both 
types have some training, it is 
just to what degree and a fin-
ished dog will cost sometimes 
double what a started dog will. 

With this type of dog you can 
pick them up and hunt the next 
weekend. And you don’t need 
to pay for puppy shots, previ-
ous vet bills & food, tore up 
rugs & other items you might 
have with a puppy. When you 
add everything up a started 
or finished dog can be quite 

a steal considering most will 
have birds put in front of them 
all ready and a few may actu-
ally come when called. And it’s 
a proven entity you’ll know 
if they track well in the field, 
if they have a good nose, and 
might have other issues.

The last option is one that 
probably is too rarely thought 
of, rescue dogs. I’ll admit we 
shied away from rescue dogs 
but recently got a rescue Vizsla 
from Iowa.  The process was not 
quite as smooth as buying a pup 
at first, but went well.   We were 
never hot on rescue primarily 
because we did not want some 

o t h e r 
person 
t h r o w 
a w a y.  
But  a t 
l e a s t 
in  our 
case we 
w e r e 
v e r y 
m u c h 
wrong.

W e 
w e r e 
w o r r i -
s o m e 
a b o u t 
re s c u e 
d o g s 

being either gun-shy or mean 
or just not good around people 
and the issues that would bring.  
We found there was no such 
issues with Jersey the Vizsla 
we got recently from the Iowa 
Vizsla Club.

Should your next dog be 
New or Used?

By Dennis Guldan

Rescues
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I say we got Jersey from 
the Iowa Vizsla Club but that 
is FAR from the total truth. 
We filled out an application 
with the Twin City Vizsla Club 
where we have been members. 
They had a no dogs that would 
fit. So our application went 
into the Vizsla Network.  All 
the Vizsla Club rescue groups 
know and talk to each other. So 
if there was a dog in Nebraska 
and we applied in Minnesota it 
would take only a few emails 
before arrangements can be 
made to make the match. 

Beyond the availability of 
dogs the network can evaluate 
the dog and the home. In our 
case we have a LOT of friends 
in the: Illinois, Superior WI, and 
Twin City Vizsla clubs that lob-
bied for us getting Jersey.

Our situation was a bit 
unique. Recently we lost our 
13-year-old Vizsla Jenny. Jenny 
grew up with our son’s Springer 

Scooby. Scooby has run 
Master Hunter and has 
come out of the Canadi-
an National Champion. 
Scooby’s only fault, if 
you can call it that, is 
she is VERY submis-
sive and likes a more 
dominate dog to run 
the pack. In Jenny’s final 
days Scooby was notice-
ably stressed at trying to 
protect the family as she 
watched her long time 
kennel mate slowing be 
consumed by cancer.

We knew if we did 
not get Scooby a domi-
nant dog the stress at her 
age would consume her 

too very shortly after we lost 
Jenny. So a portion of getting 
a new dog was so I could con-
tinue to have a pointer for this 
fall, a portion for Scooby and 
a portion 
t h a t  w e 
wanted to 
try a res-
cue and a 
pup was 
more then 
we want-
ed at this 
t ime .  So 
it seemed 
like a good 
fit.  

W e 
asked for 
an older 
dog, the Vizsla network found 
an eight year old dog out of 
inconsequential show lines that 
was part of a divorce that no 
one wanted the dog. She was 
rescued into a holding home 

that had two established Vizslas 
in it already. Jersey was a lone 
dog in her previous home and 
tried and failed to be the alpha 
in her new home, a good sign. 
No teeth ever touched skin, 
something that was important 
to us. She knew her place.

I was put in contact with the 
Iowa Vizsla Rescue on Tuesday 
before Memorial Day after our 
application was in to the Twin 
City Vizsla Rescue for a week. 
After a 30-minute conversation 
on Tuesday and a few phone 
calls I was called back later 
that day to come get her on 
Saturday. On Wednesday we 
were again called and said 
Jersey was already promised 
to another Twin City home, 
which wanted a dog for Agility. 
Knowing people I said, “well if 
something falls through we are 
still interested.” On Thursday 

I got the call, “when can you 
come down the other family are 
not returning calls.” I said we’ll 
be down in 48 hours” and we 
picked her up two days later.  
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Thanks to all the people that pulled strings 
behind the scenes so she could be placed 
with us.

 So when you get a rescue it’s kinda like 
finding a free stay right? Nothing could be 
further then the truth. Our Jersey is typical of 
a rescue. She came with complete paper, shots 
and a vet visit. If not done already usually 
there is a spay or neuter. Most rescue people 
want you to come get the dog and want to 
meet you after an extensive phone interview.  
We were lucky to have plenty of references. 
Jersey cost is $350 plus a day’s drive to Cedar 
Rapids.

Rescues groups do the best they can at 
placing dogs they can and operate on no 
money, god bless the people that do it. It 
takes quite the person to pick up an abused 
dog for rescue; thankfully Jersey had none of 
those issues. When we picked up Jersey we 
dropped off a box of collars, leashes and other 
things we get sent to evaluate. 

Jersey our rescue only had two real issues: 
she was a food thief and an escape artist.  We 
have gotten past most of both. And we found 
out she is e-collar trained. Put on the e-collar 
and she gets manners, better hearing and a 
better IQ. 

Jersey fit in exactly as planned. Jenny in 
her last week seemed to be more at ease with 

another alpha dog in the house.  And Scoo-
by got the alpha she needed and stopped 
pacing and barking with every sound.  
Jersey seems to fit in well. We had a couple 
of days on check cords and the escape art-
ist found out if she wanted out we’d let 
her go. I still on occasion lose something 
from my plate, but that too is getting bet-
ter. She spends most of the weekend days 
in the backyard pointing birds & stalking 
squirrels. It’s clear she was a housedog 
now set free.

I’m not saying a rescue is a great fit for 
everyone, but it worked for us. To look 
into getting a rescue, go to either your state 
page on www.Bdarn.com or the breed page 
you are interested in and look for an area 
club or rescue.  Just remember next time 
you are looking for a dog there are four 
options, you should check into all four. 

http://www.Bdarn.com

