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providing basic information, you 
will receive your annual H.I.P. reg-
istration number which you need 
to record on the H.I.P. section of 
your hunting license. 

Hunters who have a perma-
nent or lifetime Vermont hunting 
license should print out the web-
site response form showing the 
H.I.P. number and carry this with 
them while hunting. Permanent 
and lifetime license holders who 
register by telephone between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday will receive a 
number over the phone for their 
license. 

Hunters who have registered 
for H.I.P. and have lost their li-
cense or H.I.P. number can look 
up their number on Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife’s website. 

Intro to 
WaterfoWl 

HuntIng SemInar 
to be Held at 

mISSISquoI nWr
The Vermont Fish & Wild-

life Department will host a free 
seminar entitled “Introduction to 
Waterfowl Hunting” at the Missis-
quoi National Wildlife Refuge on 
August 24,, 2013. The seminar fol-
lows the curriculum of the popular 
Junior Waterfowl Hunter Training 
Program and will provide hunters 
of all ages with the opportunity to 
learn about waterfowl hunting. 

Fish & Wildlife Warden Dan 
Swainbank and retired waterfowl 
biologist Bill Crenshaw will pres-
ent on waterfowl hunting regula-
tions, waterfowl identification, 
safety and ethics, and where to 
waterfowl hunt. They will demon-
strate the use of decoys and blinds, 
and will give advice on guns and 
ammunition used for waterfowl 
hunting. Additionally, the Lake 

Champlain Retriever Club will 
demonstrate the advantages of us-
ing a retriever on waterfowl hunts. 

The seminar will take place 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and lunch 
will be provided. Registration is 
required by calling Mary Childs 
at (802) 241-3720 or by emailing 
mary.childs@state.vt.us. Please 
provide your full name, address, 
and phone number. You will 
receive a confirmation letter, in-
cluding directions, following 
registration. 

WISconSIn
contInental 

WaterfoWl SurveyS 
SHoW HealtHy 

duck populatIonS 
 With high continental total 

duck and wetland numbers, state 
waterfowl biologists expect a 60-
day duck season similar to recent 
years but with the possibility of 
bag limit changes for certain spe-
cies.

This information comes after 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
released continental duck num-
bers in the Trends in Duck Breed-
ing Populations report [PDF] [exit 
DNR] on July 12. 

“This continental survey infor-
mation is an essential piece in de-
termining Wisconsin’s waterfowl 
season frameworks,” said Kent 
Van Horn, migratory game bird 
ecologist for the Department of 
Natural Resources. “The informa-
tion we are seeing is promising for 
the upcoming season.” 

The 2013 North American to-
tal duck population estimate was 
45.6 million, which is the second 
highest on record and 33 percent 
above the long-term average. The 
2012 estimate was the highest 
estimate on record and 6 percent 
above 2013. 

Wetland numbers across the 
survey area were up from last year 
and 35 percent above the long-
term average. 

Mallard numbers were esti-
mated at 10.4 million, similar to 
last year and 36 percent above the 
long-term average. Most other 
species estimates were above or 
at the long-term average. 

“With high mallard numbers 
and good wetland conditions, we 
are confident there will be a 60-
day duck season,” said Van Horn. 
“However, hunters should be 
aware of potential bag limit chang-
es for canvasback and scaup.” 

“While canvasback and scaup 
make up a relatively small per-
centage of the overall Wisconsin 
harvest, these species are impor-
tant to many duck hunters,” said 
Van Horn. “We may see changes 
to their daily bag limits in 2013.” 

Breeding canvasbacks were es-
timated at 787,000, similar to 2012 
counts and 37 percent above the 
long-term average. This may allow 
for an increase to a two canvasback 
daily bag. 

Scaup estimates were at 4.2 
million, which was 20 percent be-
low 2012 and 17 percent below the 
long-term average. This is similar 
to most recent years. The scaup 
harvest strategy is expected to call 
for a return to a two bird daily bag 
limit from last year’s four bird bag. 

The Canada geese that breed 
in northern Ontario, and known as 
the Mississippi Valley Population, 
make up about 60 percent of Wis-
consin’s regular season goose har-
vest. These geese had a late start to 
the breeding season, but surveys 
indicated good production and 
low nest predation. Breeding es-
timates for 2013 were at 319,693. 
This is up 16 percent from last year 
but 10 percent below the long-term 


