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Dove season in the North and 

Central zones will run concurrent 
from Sept. 1-Oct. 23 and Dec. 20-
Jan. 5. The South Zone dove sea-
son is set for Sept. 20-Oct. 27 and 
Dec. 20-Jan. 20, with the season in 
the SWWDA Sept. 20-Oct. 23 and 
Dec. 20-Jan. 20.

Also new this year, teal hunt-
ers will be able to take up to six 
teal daily during the statewide 
September teal-only season, set to 
run Sept. 14-29. The early Canada 
goose season will also run Sept. 
14-29 in the Eastern Goose Zone 
with a daily bag limit of three 
Canada geese.

Under new rules, the posses-
sion limit for all migratory game 
birds is three times the daily bag.

UTAH
Approved UplAnd 

gAme HUnT 
cHAnges 

You’ll have to wait until Sept. 2 
to hunt doves and pigeons in Utah 
this fall. But when the hunt starts, 
you can hunt band-tailed pigeons 
across the state. And you can have 
more mourning and white-winged 
doves in your possession.

Starting this fall, you can have 
30 mourning doves in your pos-
session. The daily bag limit is still 
10 doves.
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Members of the Utah Wildlife 

Board approved rules for Utah’s 
2013”2014 upland game hunting 
seasons at a meeting on June 4. The 
changes they approved include 
the following:

Hunts start Sept. 2
Utah’s dove and pigeon hunts, 

and the state’s forest grouse, cot-
tontail rabbit, snowshoe hare and 
sandhill crane hunts, usually start 
on Sept. 1.

Blair Stringham, migratory 
game bird coordinator for the Di-
vision of Wildlife Resources, says 
Utah law doesn’t allow a hunt to 
start on a Sunday. “That’s why this 
year’s hunts will start on Monday, 
Sept. 2,” he says.

Pigeon changes
In the past, you could hunt 

band-tailed pigeons in 13 of Utah’s 
29 counties. Those 13 counties are 
the counties pigeons are usually 
found in.

Starting this season, the Wild-
life Board has made the regula-
tions easier to understand: You 
can now take band-tailed pigeons 
anywhere in Utah.

The board also voted to de-
crease the daily band-tailed pi-
geon bag limit from five pigeons 
a day to two birds a day.

Stringham says band-tailed 
pigeons have declined in number 
since the 1960s. “With the reduced 
limit,” he says, “we’re comfortable 
allowing pigeon hunting across 
Utah.”

More doves
Starting this season, you can 

possess more mourning and 
white-winged doves.

You still may not take more 
than 10 doves a day. But the pos-
session limit has been increased 
from 20 doves to 30 doves.

Keeping the daily dove bag 
limit at 10 doves, but allowing 
hunters to have 30 doves in their 
possession, will help those who 
travel a long distance to hunt.

“Instead of having to pack up 
and head home after two days of 
hunting,” Stringham says, “you 
can extend your hunting trip an 
extra day because you can have 
10 additional doves in your pos-
session.”

2013-2014 UplAnd 
gAme gUidebook

You can see all of the upland 
game hunting rules the board ap-
proved in the 2013”2014 Upland 
Game and Turkey Guidebook. 
The free guidebook should be 
available at wildlife.utah.gov/
guidebooks by June 24.

vermonT
migrATory gAme 

bird HUnTers mUsT 
regisTer for Hip
 All Vermont migratory game 

bird hunters, including youth, 
permanent and lifetime license 
holders, must register with the 
Federal Harvest Information Pro-
gram (H.I.P.) each year in each 
state that you hunt. 

The Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department provides migratory 
game bird hunters with a H.I.P. 
registration process online and by 
phone. Vermont, like other states, 
is required to annually provide 
a list of hunter names to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The list 
is used for their national migratory 
game bird harvest surveys.

H.I.P. enables the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (U.S.F.W.S.) and 
state fish and wildlife agencies to 
develop reliable estimates of the 
number of migratory game birds 
harvested throughout the country. 
These estimates are important in 
making sound decisions about 
setting hunting season dates, bag 
limits and population manage-
ment for ducks, geese, coots, snipe, 
and woodcock. 

Hunters of migratory game 
birds are required to register on 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s website 
(vtfishandwildlife.com) or by call-
ing toll- free 1-877-306-7091. After 


