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most residents were not aware of 
sandhill cranes and often confused 
them with great blue herons. The 
majority of the public also agreed 
that sandhill crane viewing and 
sandhill crane hunting can co-
exist. 

The commission was then 
joined via teleconference by the 
commissioner of Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, Dr. Jon Gasset. He 
advised the commission of the 
success of Kentucky’s sandhill 
crane season which has been held 
since 2011.

Following the teleconference, 
Dr. Gray Anderson, Assistant 
Chief of Wildlife and Forestry for 
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency, provided technical infor-
mation on the federal waterfowl 
season setting process. He also 
explained how sandhill crane pop-
ulations have more than doubled 
since 1996 and are now at an all-
time high with as many as 87,000 
cranes in the eastern flyway. The 
commission also heard comments 
from representatives of the Ten-
nessee Ornithological Society, who 
oppose hunting of sandhill cranes 
and the Tennessee Wildlife Federa-
tion, who support the hunting of 
sandhill cranes.

he TWRA will be opening a 
public comment period to receive 
input on soliciting hunters’ pref-
erence to the start of the 2013-14 
late waterfowl hunting season. 
Comments will also be solicited 
on the possibility of beginning a 
sandhill crane hunting season in 
Tennessee. The 2013-14 waterfowl 
seasons will be set at the TFWC’s 
August meeting.

Don Crawford, Information 
and Education Assistant Chief, 
gave an update on the National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
(NASP) and the new National 

Fishing in the Schools Program 
(NFSP).

The TWRA hosted NASP’s 
seventh state championship this 
spring in Murfreesboro with more 
than 70 schools and 1,225 students 
participating. What began as a 
pilot program with 12 schools in 
2004, has grown to include more 
than 275 schools with 31,000 stu-
dents annually participating.

The NFSP program is cur-
rently focused on fly fishing. More 
than 2,500 students are involved 
in the program which looks to 
expand in the future.

Don King, TWRA Chief of 
Information and Education, and 
Betsy Woods, Boating Education 
Coordinator, gave updates on the 
Recreational Boating and Fishing 
Foundation (RBFF) marketing 
campaigns for lapsed anglers and 
boating registrations. These direct 
mail campaigns were funded and 
facilitated by the RBFF. 

Bobby Wilson, TWRA Fisher-
ies Division Chief, gave a report 
on Free Fishing Day which was 
June 8 and associated events held 
throughout the state. The TWRA 
supplies the fish for stocking for 
many of the events.

Mike Butler, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation gave an update on the 
Scholastic Clay Target Program 
(SCTP). The program recently held 
its annual state championship in 
Nashville with more than 1,400 
students participating.

 

Texas
Teal Bag Increase, 

expanded WhITe-
WInged dove Zone 

approved
 “ Texas bird hunters might 

consider investing in an extra box 
or two of shells this year to take 
advantage of increased bag and 
possession limits and expanded 
opportunities.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has approved for Texas this 
year an expanded Special White-
wing Dove Area (SWWDA), a six 
bird daily bag during the Sep-
tember teal season and increased 
possession limits for all migratory 
game birds.

The SWWDA will now extend 
eastward along its current bound-
ary and continue south along 
Interstate 37 from San Antonio to 
Corpus Christi, effectively dou-
bling its current size.

“For the last two decades, 
white-winged dove populations 
have steadily expanded both their 
numbers and their geographical 
extent,” said Dave Morrison, Small 
Game Program Director with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. “We believe, and the Service 
agrees, an expansion is appropri-
ate to take advantage of additional 
hunting opportunities.”

To take advantage of the earli-
est possible opening dates for the 
special area, the season will run 
Sunday, Sept. 1 through Labor 
Day, Monday, Sept. 2, and then 
reopen Saturday, Sept. 7 and Sun-
day, Sept. 8. The bag limit during 
the four-day season is 15 doves in 
the aggregate to include no more 
than two mourning doves and two 
white-tipped doves and hunting 
is permitted only from noon to 
sunset.


