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vided into four separate zones, as 
it has been during the past several 
years. Season dates within these 
zones would be:

• High Plains: Oct. 12 through 
Jan. 16 

• Low Plains North: Sept. 28 
through Dec. 10 

• Low Plains Middle: Sept. 28 
through Dec. 10 

• Low Plains South: Oct. 12 
through Dec. 24 

Proposed changes for the 
goose season include increasing 
the daily bag limit for Canada 
geese from three to five; increasing 
the daily bag limit for white-front-
ed geese from one to two; modi-
fying the white-fronted goose 
season from 86 to 72 consecutive 
days beginning the last Saturday 
in September; and increasing the 
possession limit for geese from 
two times the daily limit to three 
times the daily limit.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s framework for the white-
fronted goose season provides the 
option of having an 86-day season 
with a one goose daily limit or a 
72-day season with a two goose 
daily limit. GFP staff have received 
comments from hunters indicating 
that this recommended change 
would provide additional harvest 
opportunity for hunters and estab-
lish a season that overlaps with the 
peak migration of white-fronted 
geese through South Dakota.

The season for light geese 
would run from Sept. 28 through 
Dec. 22; the season for white-front-
ed geese from Sept. 28 through 
Dec. 8; Unit 1 Canada geese Oct. 
1 through Dec. 16; Unit 2 Canada 
geese Nov. 2 through Feb. 14; and 
Unit 3 Canada geese Jan. 11-19.

The waterfowl season propos-
als will be finalized at the Aug. 1-2 
GFP Commission meeting, which 

will be at the Event Center in Wa-
tertown. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“rule proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild-
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on July 31. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on these 
proposed rule changes, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Thurs-
day, Aug. 1.

GFP Commission 
ProPosal Would 

Close 2013 saGe 
Grouse season
The Game, Fish and Parks 

Commission has proposed clos-
ing the 2013 Sage Grouse hunting 
season in South Dakota.

The proposal comes from GFP 
staff recommendations based on 
spring lek survey results.

“We have seen a downward 
trend in the number of male 
sage grouse on their breeding 
grounds,” Chad Switzer, GFP 
wildlife program administrator, 
said. “The number of male sage 
grouse counted on our priority 
leks dropped below the 100 thresh-
old. Following the actions outlined 
in the existing management plan, 
we recommended the sage grouse 
season close for 2013.”

South Dakota has held a re-
stricted season since 2000 by 

offering a two-day season with 
one bird per hunter per season. In 
2012 there were 35 hunters who 
harvested nine sage grouse.

The proposal to close the 2013 
sage grouse hunting season will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposed rules change, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Mon-
day, July 8.

sePtember Canada 
Goose HuntinG 

season ProPosed
Changes proposed by the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission would adjust 
the start date for the September 
Canada goose hunting season.

The proposed change would 
move the start date from the first 
Saturday in September to Septem-
ber 1. In addition, the Commission 
proposed to modify the boundar-
ies of Units 1 and 2 near the Mis-
souri River. Adjusting boundaries 
will provide future Canada goose 
hunting opportunities in Tripp 
County and portions of Charles 


