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that allows for local and public 
input that will help with conserva-
tion actions. The long-term goal 
is enhancement of sage grouse 
habitats in North Dakota, often 
through private-public partner-
ships, that will again support 
a healthy self-sustaining sage 
grouse population.

Pheasant Crowing 
Counts Down 

statewiDe
North Dakota’s 2013 pheasant 

crowing count survey indicates 
that rooster numbers were down 
about 11 percent statewide com-
pared to last year, heading into the 
spring breeding season.

All four pheasant districts 
had lower counts than last year. 
The number of crows heard in the 
northeast declined by 18 percent, 
southeast and southwest by 11 
percent, and the northwest by 
nearly 2 percent.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the State 
Game and Fish Department, said 
only the southwest was initially 
spared a harsh winter, but a spring 
snowstorm in April buried much 
of the area in more than 12 inches 
of snow.

“Had it not been for the long 
winter in most of the state and 
the April storm, I would have 
expected a higher crow count 
statewide this spring,” Kohn said. 
“But I think we did lose some birds 
during late spring, which reduced 
our 2013 spring breeding popula-
tion slightly from 2012.”

The late spring snowstorms 
and cooler than normal April 
delayed breeding and nesting 
for all upland game birds, Kohn 
said, with early nesting hens fac-
ing rainy conditions, and prob-
ably some flooded nests. “On the 

positive side, this occurred early 
enough in the nesting season that 
most hens should have renested,” 
he added. “In addition, the wet 
spring seemed to jump start grass 
and forb growth in pastures, help-
ing later nesting pheasants with 
improved quality of nesting habi-
tat. Unless we experience some 
early summer weather problems, 
I still expect much better upland 
game production this summer 
from all our species.” 

However, Kohn noted, the loss 
of CRP is going to reduce nesting 
and brooding cover in the future, 
and will negatively affect the 
pheasant population.

Spring crowing count data is 
not a good indicator of the fall 
population. It does not measure 
population density, but provides 
an index of the spring rooster 
population based on a trend of 
number of crows heard. Brood sur-
veys, which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, are a 
better indicator of the summer’s 
pheasant production and provide 
insight into what to expect for a 
fall pheasant population.

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheas-
ant roosters heard crowing over 
a two-minute period during the 
stop. The number of pheasant 
crows heard is compared to previ-
ous years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

hunting guiDe anD 
outfitter test
The next guide and outfit-

ter written examination is Aug. 
10 at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 

Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becoming 
a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are 
required to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

south Dakota
waterfowl 

hunting seasons 
ProPoseD

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Commission has pro-
posed several changes for the fall 
duck and goose hunting seasons 
this fall.

Proposed changes to the 2013 
duck season include increasing the 
daily limit for scaup from four to 
six; and increasing the possession 
limit for ducks, coots and mergan-
sers from two times the daily limit 
to three times the daily limit.

The daily limit for ducks would 
be six and may be comprised of no 
more than five mallards (includ-
ing no more than two hens), three 
wood ducks, two redheads, two 
pintails and one canvasback.

The duck season would be di-


