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• Falconers may also hunt 
during the applicable gun seasons. 
Daily bag and possession limits 
of 3 and 9, respectively, also ap-
ply while hunting during the gun 
season.

• Falconry hours for all species 
are 1/2 before sunrise until sunset. 

• Falconry is not allowed on 
Sunday.

• Daily bag and possession 
limits are for all species singly or in 
the aggregate. For example, if the 
applicable season(s) are open, a 
daily bag may consist of 3 doves or 
1 dove, 1 snipe and 1 woodcock for 
a total of 3 migratory game birds.

For more information, visit 
Waterfowl and Migratory Game 
Birds in North Carolina.

North Dakota
2012 PheasaNt 

seasoN 
summarizeD

Wildlife populations were 
flourishing in 2006-07 when Con-
servation Reserve Program acres 
peaked at more than 3.25 million 
in North Dakota. Since then, as 
CRP acres have steadily declined, 
so has the overall harvest of game 
species.

This is never more evident 
than with pheasant. According 
to statistics released by the State 
Game and Fish Department, while 
the number of pheasant hunters 
increased by 4 percent from 2011 
to 2012, overall harvest fell 10 
percent.

“There is a direct correlation 
between habitat and wildlife 
populations, and this is apparent 
when analyzing pheasant num-
bers,” said Stan Kohn, upland 
game management supervisor 
for the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department. “For instance, in 

2007 habitat was at a premium, the 
pheasant population was strong 
and total number of hunters sur-
passed more than 100,000 for the 
first time.”

Last year, nearly 86,000 hunt-
ers harvested 616,000 roosters. In 
2007, more than 107,000 hunters 
took nearly 908,000 roosters.

The number of resident hunt-
ers in 2012 was up 1 percent from 
2011, while nonresident pheasant 
hunters increased 9 percent. Birds 
bagged per hunter decreased from 
8.2 to 7.2, and each hunter spent an 
average of 5.4 days afield.

Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken by 
resident hunters in 2012 were Het-
tinger, 7.7; Burleigh, 7.7; McLean, 
6.7; Morton, 5.7; and Stark, 4.7.

Top counties for nonresident 
hunters were Hettinger, 20.1 per-
cent; Bowman, 8.8; Adams, 6; Em-
mons, 5.9; and McLean, 5.2.

Annual pheasant season sta-
tistics are determined by a mail 
survey of resident and nonresident 
hunters.

oNliNe swaN aPP 
available July 25
The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2013 tundra swan 
license lottery will be available 
July 25 on the state Game and 
Fish Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying is 
Aug. 14.

Paper applications will be 
available the end of July from 
Game and Fish offices, county au-
ditors and license vendors. Hunt-
ers can also apply by calling (800) 
406-6409. A service fee is added 
for license applications made by 
phone.

The statewide tundra swan 

hunting season is Sept. 28 “ Dec. 
29. A total of 2,200 licenses are 
available. Successful applicants 
will receive a tag to take one swan 
during the season. Since swans are 
classified as waterfowl, nonresi-
dents may hunt them only during 
the period their nonresident wa-
terfowl license is valid.

North Dakota residents and 
nonresidents are eligible to apply.

sage grouse PlaN 
reviseD

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has completed a 
draft revision of a 2005 plan that ad-
dresses conservation of sage grouse 
within the state. The Department is 
accepting public comments on the 
revised plan through Aug. 1.

The sage grouse plan is avail-
able on the Game and Fish web-
site at gf.nd.gov; or by mail by 
contacting Game and Fish at (701) 
328-6300.

Sage grouse are native to the 
far southwestern corner of North 
Dakota and the population within 
the state has declined steadily over 
the past 30 years. The 2013 count in-
dicated the lowest number of male 
sage grouse observed since Game 
and Fish biologists started the an-
nual spring survey in the 1950s.

Game and Fish Director Terry 
Steinwand said the sage grouse 
plan was developed to address 
potential listing by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service under the 
Endangered Species Act. “North 
Dakota is one of 11 Western states 
that has a sage grouse popula-
tion,” Steinwand said, “and all 
states are developing conservation 
plans to address population de-
cline throughout the sage grouse 
range.”

The plan lays out a framework 


