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Population estimates for eight 
of the ten surveyed duck species 
increased or were at similar lev-
els to last year. Mallard numbers 
were similar to last year at 10.4 
million birds. Gadwall, green-
winged teal, and northern pintail 
were also similar to last year’s 
estimates (3.3, 3.1, and 3.3 million 
respectively). American wigeon 
populations showed the greatest 
increase (23 percent). Blue-winged 
teal (-16 percent) and scaup (-20 
percent) were the only species 
that demonstrated a noticeable 
decrease in numbers; however, 
blue-winged teal remain well 
above the long-term average. 
“Although some species may have 
experienced declines from 2012, 
little will change from a hunter’s 
perspective. Most species did not 
significantly change in numbers 
up or down,” said James Callicutt, 
Waterfowl Program Biologist 
for the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP).

The 2013 May pond count in-
creased 24 percent to 6.9 million 
ponds. “It’s good news that the 
wetland conditions were good this 
year, but grassland nesting habitat, 
which has been declining both in 
the United States and Canada, is 
extremely important, too,” said 
Houston Havens, Waterfowl Pro-
gram Leader for the MDWFP. 
Many factors contribute to a good 
hunting season for Mississippi’s 
duck hunters, with fall and winter 
weather conditions playing the 
key role in the duck migration. 

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

Missouri
Goose roundup 

at sMithville 
lake has ties to 

conservation 
history

Science and conservation his-
tory merge at Smithville Lake ev-
ery June when buckaroos in boats 
roundup giant Canada geese. The 
geese are a large-bodied subspe-
cies once considered extinct in 
the United States until a few small 
remnant populations were discov-
ered. Thanks to restoration efforts, 
the geese made major strides 
toward a remarkable recovery at 
property now within the lake’s 
public land boundaries.

A roundup on June 14 at the 
lake added another layer of scien-
tific data for giant Canada geese 
in the Little Platte River basin, 
which feeds Smithville Lake north 
of Kansas City. Geese molt, or lose 
their flight feathers, in early sum-
mer in a process to replace worn 
feathers with a fresh set. Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC) crews used boats to herd 
flightless birds across the water 
into on-shore nets that served as 
pens.

Many of the geese have been 
captured in roundups before and 
wore leg bands with identifica-
tion numbers. Other geese were 
given leg bands and their sex and 
age recorded. Then all geese were 
released back to the lake.

The leg bands and data base 
enables biologists to track geese 
populations, survival rates and 
movements. Similar roundups 
are held across Missouri and the 
United States.

MDC biologists once found a 
goose with a leg band 28 years old, 
said Joe DeBold, an MDC urban 

wildlife biologist who organized 
the roundup. Most recaptured 
birds are far younger.

“This gives us information 
about trends for the Canada goose 
population in different areas of 
the state and across the Midwest,” 
DeBold said.

That information guides how 
federal and state conservation 
agencies regulate hunting seasons. 
It also helps with wildlife manage-
ment efforts on a local level. When 
Canada geese populations get large 
enough to become a nuisance in a 
neighborhood, including urban ar-
eas, steps are sometimes taken such 
as habitat modification to make an 
area less attractive to geese, limit-
ing nesting success, or as a very last 
resort, trapping geese for harvest 
and donation to food pantries.

But giant Canada geese were 
once rare. They are a subspecies 
and not as migratory in winter and 
spring as smaller-bodied subspe-
cies that nest in Canada and the 
Arctic.

In 1952, Canada geese were re-
leased at the former MDC Trimble 
Wildlife Area north of Smithville. 
Biologists at the Trimble Area in 
the early 1960s put galvanized 
metal washtubs on posts as nest-
ing sites for the geese. The tub 
nests greatly reduced egg and 
gosling losses to predators and 
the discovery boosted statewide 
and national giant Canada goose 
restoration programs.

Nesting tubs were once fre-
quently seen additions to farm 
ponds. They were especially com-
mon in the counties near the old 
Trimble Area. Property owners 
took pride in helping to restore a 
bird second in size only to swans 
among North American waterfowl. 
Geese at the Trimble Area were cap-
tured and released for restorations 
elsewhere in Missouri.


