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with bright yellow-green signs. 
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 1, hunt-
ers will have access to 194 Walk-In 
Access sites.

This fall hunters must pur-
chase a $3 Walk-In Access valida-
tion on their small game or deer 
license to legally access land en-
rolled in the program. The DNR 
added the validation so it can learn 
how many hunters use Walk-In 
Access lands as well as where and 
how those lands are used.

“Local soil and water conser-
vation district offices are a key 
part of the Walk-In program,” said 
Marybeth Block, DNR Walk-In Ac-
cess coordinator. “Because of their 
work directly with landowners, 
we’ve added almost 2,000 new 
acres in Wilkin County as well as 
many new sites in Becker, Douglas 
and Otter Tail counties.”

Walk-In Access provides pub-
lic access to private land and pays 
landowners by the acre to allow 
hunting access from Sept. 1 to May 
31. Most Walk-In Access lands also 
are enrolled in a federal or state 
conservation program or have 
natural cover. Small areas of crop-
land or hay land may be present.

Revenue generated by the 
new validation fee will be used to 
survey hunters and gather other 
information as the DNR develops 
a long-term, financially sustain-
able program. Additional revenue 
to support Walk-In Access comes 
from a surcharge on nonresident 
hunting licenses and through do-
nations of $1, $3 or $5 from anyone 
purchasing a hunting license.

“We have gotten positive feed-
back from both hunters and land-
owners since the program kicked 
off in 2011,” said Mike Tenney, 
DNR acting prairie habitat team 
leader. “We look forward to that 
success carrying into 2013.”

Maps of all sites will be avail-
able for viewing at www.mnd-
nr.gov/walkin by mid-August. 
Printed atlases of Walk-In Access 
sites will be distributed across 
the Walk-In Access area or will be 
available by calling the DNR In-
formation Center at 651-296-6157 
or toll-free 888-646-6367.

“Hunter support is key to this 
program,” Block said. “Using the 
land, respecting the land and do-
nating to Walk-In Access program 
will help build the program for 
future hunters.”

ApplicAtions 
for september 

mentored 
wAterfowl hunt 

due Aug. 12
Youth who want to experi-

ence waterfowl hunting for the 
first time can apply to be one 
of 65 participants in this year’s 
mentored youth waterfowl hunt 
on Saturday, Sept. 7. Application 
deadline is Monday, Aug. 12. 

The hunts will be conducted 
at Hamden Slough near Detroit 
Lakes, the Morris Wildlife Produc-
tion Area near Morris and on pri-
vate lands in the Prior Lake, Win-
dom and the Fergus Falls areas.

The hunts are coordinated 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) in coop-
eration with Ducks Unlimited, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Minnesota Horse and Hunt 
Club. Partners provide mentors 
and areas to hunt.

To participate, youth must be 12-
15 years old and completed firearms 
safety training. A parent or guardian 
must accompany the youth during 
the orientation, education and field 
sessions that begin Friday, Sept. 6, 
and the Saturday hunt.

“The upcoming hunts are an 
excellent way for youth and par-
ents to learn waterfowling skills 
in a supportive and high quality 
environment,” said Mike Kurre, 
DNR mentoring program coordi-
nator. “The intent of these hunts is 
to create skills, confidence, social 
connections and other under-
standings so that youth and their 
families will hunt on their own in 
the future.” 

Kurre said if the number of ap-
plications exceeds the number of 
available spaces, participants will 
be selected via lottery. Applying 
for hunts farther from the Twin 
Cities increases the likelihood of 
being selected.

The mentored youth water-
fowl hunt occurs on Youth Water-
fowl Day, a special day prior to 
the general waterfowl season than 
enables youth age 15 and younger 
to hunt waterfowl when accompa-
nied by a non-hunting adult.

Find an application online or 
call the DNR Information Center 
at 651-296-6157 or toll-free 888-
646-6367 for more information.

plAns move 
forwArd for 

2013 minnesotA 
governor’s 

pheAsAnt hunting 
opener in mAdeliA

The south-central Minnesota 
city of Madelia will be the home 
of the 2013 Governor’s Pheasant 
Hunting Opener, to be held Friday, 
Oct. 11 and Saturday, Oct. 12. 

“We’re excited and honored 
to be home of this year’s celebra-
tion,” said Dan Madsen, Madelia 
city administrator. “We are proud 
to be the ‚ÄòPheasant Capitol of 
Minnesota’ and look forward to 
showcasing all that our city and 


