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U.S. Highway 26, because of a lack 
of long-term data.

• Washington County and 
Adams County, which have been 
closed to sage-grouse hunting 
since 1984.

• Elmore County, because of 
the lack of long-term data, few 
active leks and 2012 fires.

Any person hunting sage- or 
sharp-tailed grouse must have in 
possession a valid Idaho hunting 
license with a sage/sharp-tailed 
grouse permit validation at $4.75.

Sage-grouse is a candidate 
for listing under the federal En-
dangered Species Act. Candidate 
species are under state manage-
ment and hunting is legal. Idaho 
Fish and Game closely monitors 
sage-grouse populations annually.

Fish and Game is seeking 
public comments on these recom-
mendations prior to the August 
19 commission meeting. Please 
visit the Fish and Game website 
at: http://fishandgame.idaho.gov 
or a regional Fish and Game office 
for specific information on sage-
grouse hunting, the season pro-
posal and to provide comments.

commission sets sandhill, 
mourning dove seasons

The Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission Thursday, July 11, 
adopted seasons for mourning 
doves and sandhill cranes to open 
September 1.

The mourning dove season 
remains unchanged and will be 
open September 1 through 30, 
with a bag limit of 10 doves and a 
possession limit of 20 doves.

The sandhill crane season will 
be open from September 1 through 
15 in all six hunt areas. The daily 
bag limit is two birds and the sea-
son limit is four.

Tags will be offered first-come, 
first-served at any vendor, allo-
cated by hunt area:

• Bear Lake - 180.
• Teton - 25.
• Fremont - 40.
• Bonneville - 5.
• Jefferson - 10.
• Swan Lake - 15.
The Pacific Flyway Council 

has allocated Idaho a harvest of 
137 cranes for the 2013 season - a 
significant reduction from 2012, 
and is the lowest since 1996.

Annual harvest allocations for 
cranes are set by the Pacific Flyway 
Council. They are based on the 
most recent three-year average 
number of cranes in the Rocky 
Mountain sandhill population, 
counted just before the fall migra-
tion starts. In the Pacific Flyway, 
15,417 cranes were counted in 
September 2012, and the most re-
cent three-year average was 17,992 
cranes. The population objective is 
a range of 17,000 to 21,000 cranes. 

As a result, the council re-
duced Idaho’s harvest allocation 
to 137 cranes.

To meet that allocation, Fish 
and Game reduced the number 
of tags available in each of the six 
hunt areas, set the season in all six 
hunt areas at 15 days, and reduced 
the daily limit to two birds and the 
season limit to four. 

The hunt is designed to pro-
vide focused depredation relief 
to farmers at a time anticipated to 
provide the most benefit.

Since 2009, when sandhill crane 
tags were made available on a first-
come first-served basis, the harvest 
per tag purchased has averaged 
48 percent. To stay at or below the 
Pacific Flyway harvest allocation of 
137 cranes, Fish and Game proposes 
to reduce tags to a maximum of 275.

Last year 510 tags were sold 
and 275 adult cranes were taken - 
slightly higher than the predicted 
harvest. A season and rules bro-
chure will be available by the end 
of July. For information contact Jeff 
Knetter at 208-334-2920.

IllInoIs
WIngshootIng 

ClInICs sCheduled 
at the deCatur 

gun Club 
Clinic sessions planned for 

Aug. 24-25 and Sept. 29 
SPRINGFIELD, IL “ The Il-

linois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) and the De-
catur Gun Club is sponsoring 
wingshooting clinics for hunters 
on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
24-25 and for women and young 
shooters on Sunday, Sept.29 at the 
Decatur Gun Club. 

The Hunters Wingshooting 
Clinic at the Decatur Gun Club 
consists of two 4-hour wingshoot-
ing sessions each day. Morning 
sessions run from 8 a.m. until 
12 noon, and afternoon sessions 
run from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. The 
clinic sessions will be taught by 
instructors certified by both the 
National Sporting Clays Associa-
tion (NSCA) and the IDNR. 

The clinics are designed pri-
marily to improve the wingshoot-
ing skills of hunters. Hunters 
interested in improving their 
ability to hit moving targets with a 
shotgun are encouraged to attend. 
However, these wingshooting clin-
ics are not limited only to hunters. 
Anyone from 16 years of age and 
older who wants to improve their 
shotgun shooting skills can attend. 
In addition, participants will have 
a fun time shooting with friends 
or new acquaintances with similar 


