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*Approved a $40,200 grant 

from the U.S. Forest Service for 
turkey research and habitat en-
hancement on White Rock and 
Wedington wildlife management 
areas. 

*Approved a grant of $34,900 
from the Arkansas Chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation. 
The money will be used for 10 
habitat enhancement projects on 
several wildlife management areas 
across the state. 

*Approved a budget increase 
of $534,000 for repairs to Dam 3 
at the Jim Hinkle Spring River 
Hatchery. 

California
CDfW to offer a 

one-Day WaterfoWl 
Hunting CliniC 

in nortHern 
California

Hunter Education Program 
and the California Waterfowl 
Association will co-sponsor a wa-
terfowl hunting clinic on August 
10 at Grizzly Island Wildlife Area. 

The clinic will teach techniques 
for waterfowl hunting in northern 
California and is designed to ac-
commodate all skill levels.

Two experienced instructors, 
CDFW Chief of Patrol Mike Carion 
and Warden Aaron Freitas will 
lead the clinic. Topics will include 
decoy placement, blind design, 
waterfowl calling, duck identifi-
cation, appropriate hunting gear, 
game care, cooking tips and safety. 
Information will also be provided 
on hunting State Wildlife Areas 
and the Federal Refuges. 

The clinic will run from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The cost is $45 for adults 
(youth 16 years and younger are 
free but must be accompanied by 

adult). Space is limited so preregis-
tration is required at http://www.
dfg.ca.gov/huntered/advanced/
waterfowl_grizzly.aspx.

After registering, participants 
will receive an email with a map 
to the facility and a list of items 
to bring.

Grizzly Island is located ap-
proximately 9 miles south of Su-
isun City. 

CDfW Completes 
2013 WaterfoWl 

BreeDing 
population survey

The California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has 
completed its 2013 waterfowl 
breeding population survey. The 
resulting data indicate the overall 
number of breeding ducks has 
decreased by 15 percent.

“Habitat conditions are poor 
in both northeastern California 
and the Central Valley, so below-
average production for all water-
fowl species is not a surprise,” 
said CDFW waterfowl program 
biologist Melanie Weaver.

Mallards, the most abundant 
duck in the survey, decreased 23 
percent, from 387,100 in 2012 to 
298,600 this year.

The total number of ducks of 
all species decreased from 529,700 
last year to 451,300 this year. This 
estimate is 23 percent below the 
long-term average.

The decline was attributed to 
low precipitation, especially in 
the spring, with some areas only 
receiving 34 percent of average 
rainfall since Jan. 1.

CDFW biologists and warden-
pilots have conducted this survey 
using fixed-wing aircraft since 

1955. The California Waterfowl 
Association, under contract with 
CDFW, assists CDFW by survey-
ing some transects by helicopter.

The population estimates are 
for surveyed areas only, although 
those areas include the majority of 
California’s suitable duck nesting 
habitat. They include wetland and 
agricultural areas in northeastern 
California, the Central Valley from 
Red Bluff to Bakersfield, and the 
Suisun Marsh.

The majority of California’s 
wintering duck population origi-
nates from breeding areas in 
Alaska and Canada that are sur-
veyed by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS).The results from 
these surveys should be available 
in July. CDFW survey informa-
tion, along with similar data from 
other Pacific Flyway states, is used 
by the USFWS and the Flyway 
Council when setting hunting 
regulations for the Pacific Flyway 
states, including California.

The federal regulation frame-
works specify the outside dates, 
maximum season lengths and 
maximum bag limits. Once CDFW 
receives the USFWS estimates and 
the frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting regulations from the US-
FWS, CDFW will make a recom-
mendation to the Fish and Game 
Commission regarding this year’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations.


