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Firearms Industry Files 
Suit Alleging Process 

Used to Pass Gun 
Regulations Violated 

Connecticut Statutes and 
Constitution

 The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms 
and ammunition industry, to-
day filed suit in federal court 
for the District of Connecticut 
alleging that Gov. Dannel Mal-
loy and the leadership of the 
Connecticut General Assembly 
misused the so-called “emer-
gency certification” exception 
to circumvent the safeguards of 
the normal legislative process 
and in violation of Connecticut 
statutory law in order to pass 
Senate Bill 1160, a package of 
strict gun-control regulations.

The suit further alleges that 
enactment of the new law vio-
lates fundamental due process 
rights guaranteed by both the 
Connecticut and United States 
Constitutions. NSSF is asking 
the court to declare the law 
invalid and issue an injunction 
prohibiting its enforcement.

“A 139-page bill was as-
sembled behind closed doors, 
bypassing both the public hear-
ing and committee processes, 
and quickly sent to floor votes 
on the same day in both the 
House and Senate where leg-
islators did not have adequate 
time to even read the bill. The 
governor then signed the pack-
age into law the next day. All 
of this is in violation of guar-
antees citizens are supposed to 
have under Connecticut State 

Statutes and protections in our 
State and U.S. Constitutions for 
which our forefathers fought,” 
said Lawrence G. Keane, senior 
vice president and general 
counsel, NSSF. “Our suit fo-
cuses on this abuse of process 
that has resulted in enacted law 
that does nothing to improve 
public safety, while resulting in 
adverse effects on law-abiding 
citizens, manufacturers, retail-
ers and sportsmen’s organiza-
tions.”

The filing can be accessed 
at  http://www.nssf .org/
share/PDF/NSSFComplaint-
FILED_070813.pdf.

The Connecticut Law Tri-
bune recently editorialized on 
this topic. That editorial can 
be accessed at http://ctlaw-
tribune.com/PubArticleCT.
jsp?id=1202608974608

NSSF Awards $60,000 in 
Scholarships to Students

 The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms 
and ammunition industry, has 
awarded $60,000 in scholarship 
funds to 25 students in its an-
nual essay contest for employ-
ees of NSSF Voting Member 
companies and their family 
members.

“Reading these essays filled 
us with pride for the way these 
students expressed the im-
portance of practicing firearm 
safety and how participating in 
the shooting sports positively 
influenced their lives,” said Bet-
tyjane Swann, NSSF director of 

member services. “The scholar-
ships allow NSSF to recognize 
its Voting Member companies 
for their extraordinary commit-
ment to their trade association.”

To earn one of the 25 schol-
arships offered, employees of 
NSSF Voting Member compa-
nies or their qualified family 
members submitted applica-
tions and essays on one of two 
topics: “Discuss how being a 
target shooter or hunter has 
positively influenced your life 
and taught you about respon-
sibility, firearm safety, com-
munity and other important 
values” or “Discuss why safely 
handling and storing firearms 
benefits gun owners, their 
families and the community at 
large.”

NSSF makes the scholar-
ships available as a means of 
thanking its Voting Members 
for their substantial financial 
support of NSSF and its mis-
sion to promote, protect and 
preserve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports.

Earning the Grand Prize 
$8,000 scholarship was Ra-
chel Elise Papendick, whose 
father is an employee of Olin/
Winchester. A University of 
Michigan junior, Rachel’s essay 
“Finding The Rhythm” was 
about how her early experience 
in the shooting sports taught 
her valuable lessons about per-
severance and success. Rachel 
wrote, “Because all those years 
ago I learned more than how to 
hit a target . . . I learned how to 
appreciate success, not expect 
it. I learned how to keep trying 


