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During the June AKC Board 
meeting the JTF presented its 
next steps and will be solicit-
ing input on its plan of action 
from the fancy. The task force 
will make periodic reports and 
recommendations to the AKC 
Board and updated information 
will be posted at www.akc.org 
in the press center.

Highlights From The 
June 2013 AKC Delegate 

and Board Meetings
Highlights from the June 

11-12, 2013 meetings of the AKC 
Delegates and AKC Board of 
Directors are as follows. Full 
details on these actions, as 
well as other actions taken, are 
included in the minutes for the 
meetings, which will be posted 
on the AKC website.

Delegate Meeting
 The Delegates approved 

an amendment to the Rules 
for Pointing Breed Field Trials 
to permit the Irish Setter Club 
of America to hold a Gun Dog 
Championship open to walking 
handlers only.

 It was reported that AKC 
had retained the Edelman PR 
firm to assist in its public rela-
tions outreach and communica-
tions efforts.

Board Meeting
 The Board adopted a pro-

cedure for the selection of the 
Conformation Judges Review 
Committee. The committee 
is to consist of two Execu-
tive Field Representatives and 
three judges randomly selected 

from a Board-approved pool of 
judges. The full details are in 
the June 2013 minutes.

 The Board approved the 
creation of a new AKC Commu-
nity Canine Testing Program 
which targets the pet-owning 
public. The program builds on 
the skills learned in the CGC 
program. Effective October 1, 
2013, dogs that pass the Com-
munity Canine test will receive 
the title of Community Canine 
(CMC).

 The Federacion Canina Do-
minicana (Dominican Republic) 
was added to the list of foreign 
registries with pedigrees ac-
ceptable for AKC registration.

 The National Owner Han-
dled Series competition may 
be offered at any independent 
Conformation event (All-Breed, 
Group Specialty) beginning 
with the 2014 qualifying period 
(October 10, 2013).

Chairman’s Report June 
2013

-- Creating a New Conver-
sation -- 

Given that I spent nearly 45 
years in the advertising agency 
business, it shouldn’t come 
as a surprise that one of my 
favorite TV programs is “Mad 
Men” the quintessential show 
about the advertising business 
in the 1960s, a time I remember 
well. One episode involves the 
proposed demolition of Penn 
Station and the construction 
of Madison Square Garden, 
which at the time was a hotly 

contested action.

Don Draper, the creative di-
rector of the agency, gives a pep 
talk to the hesitant client from 
Madison Square Garden, who 
was battling protestors against 
the plans to tear down Penn 
Station and build the Madison 
Square Garden we all know.

Draper’s advice was simple, 
but powerful - “If you don’t like 
what they’re saying, change the 
conversation.”

That is certainly timely 
advice for the American Ken-
nel Club. Today, I will share 
important steps we have taken 
to create that new conversation 
and, in turn, a new understand-
ing of who we are, what we do, 
the dedication of responsible 
breeders, and the unique as-
pects of purebred dogs.

In March, I reported we 
were committed to strength-
ening our public outreach, 
starting with creating an engag-
ing and effective social media 
platform. Christopher Walker 
joined us in March to spearhead 
that effort. His performance has 
been more like a battering-ram 
moving us forward with light-
ning speed. At that time, we 
had about 100,000 likes on Face-
book and about 4,000 engaged 
participants , and engaged par-
ticipants is the true measure of 
the health of a brand.

Now, just 90 days later, we 
have almost 370,000 likes and 
80,000 engaged people. While 
HSUS has many more likes, 
they only have 28,000 engaged 
participants. What does all that 


