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Pheasant Forever
1.7 Million acres 

accepted for CrP, acre 
totals now at 26-Year 

Low
Pheasants Forever has grave 

concerns regarding continued 
massive habitat losses through 
weakening CRP

When CRP acreage topped 
30-million acres nationwide, 
the program was credited for 
producing more than 13 million 
pheasants annually.
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Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack today announced the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will accept 1.7 million 
acres offered under the 45th 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) general sign-up, low-
ering Conservation Reserve 
Program total acreage to 26.9 
million acres. Now at a 26-year 
program low, Pheasants Forev-
er calls this depletion a modern 
low point for conservation, one 
which will have serious ramifi-
cations not only for wildlife, but 
for the nation’s soil and water 
quality as well.

“While we thank USDA 
for recognizing the need for 

holding this CRP sign-up and 
applaud the landowners who 
are participating in conserva-
tion, this news of CRP’s historic 
low acre total makes it even 
more apparent there are grave 
concerns for the health of CRP, 
our nation’s most successful 
conservation program respon-
sible for countless benefits to 
water quality, soil resources 
and wildlife,” says Dave Nom-
sen, Pheasants Forever & Quail 
Forever vice-president of gov-
ernmental affairs.

“Since 2007, we have lost 
more than 14.7 million acres of 
CRP, accounting for 26 percent 
of the program and setting a 26-
year low for total acres enrolled. 
CRP is significantly below the 
30 million acre enrollment 
benchmark maintained for 
more than two decades. That 
30 million-acre mark had been 
providing record benefits in 
terms of soil, water, and wildlife 
resources,” continued Nomsen.

During this spring’s 5-week 
signup, the Department re-
ceived 28,000 offers on more 
than 1.9 million acres of land. 
USDA selected offers for en-
rollment based on an Environ-
mental Benefits Index (EBI) 
comprised of five environ-
mental factors plus cost. The 
five environmental factors are: 
(1) wildlife enhancement, (2) 
water quality, (3) soil erosion, 
(4) enduring benefits, and (5) 
air quality.

“These recent CRP losses 
combined with an agricultural 
climate rampant with conver-
sion of native prairies and 

wetlands, bulldozing and burn-
ing of shelterbelts, woodlots, 
and dry wetlands - is having 
a catastrophic impact on our 
landscape,” said Nomsen. “In 
the aftermath of this announce-
ment, the American people 
need to recognize what is tak-
ing place on their countryside, 
especially across much of the 
northern Great Plains. This is 
not for just the health of pheas-
ant, quail and other wildlife. At 
stake is a high quality of life in 
rural areas, loss of America’s 
hunting tradition, and envi-
ronmental benefits important 
to a sustainable agriculture 
system.”

CRP is a voluntary pro-
gram designed to help farmers, 
ranchers and other agricultural 
producers protect their envi-
ronmentally sensitive land. 
Eligible landowners receive an-
nual rental payments and cost-
share assistance to establish 
long-term, resource conserving 
covers on eligible farmland 
throughout the duration of 10 
to 15 year contracts. Under CRP, 
farmers and ranchers plant 
grasses and trees in crop fields 
and along streams or rivers. 
The plantings prevent soil and 
nutrients from washing into 
waterways, reduce soil erosion 
that may otherwise contribute 
to poor air and water quality, 
and provide valuable habitat 
for wildlife. Plant cover estab-
lished on the acreage accepted 
into the CRP will reduce nutri-
ent and sediment runoff in our 
nation’s rivers and streams.

The USDA also announced 
today the enrollment of 370,000 


