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high dependence on private 
lands among grassland, wet-
land and eastern forest birds, 
as well as the tremendous po-
tential for bird conservation. 
More than 100 species have at 
least half of their U.S. breeding 
distributions on private lands.

“More than 90 percent of the 
land in DU’s number one prior-
ity area, the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion, is privately owned,” said 
DU Chief Conservation Officer 
Paul Schmidt. “The State of 
the Birds Report highlights the 
necessity of collaborating with 
farmers, ranchers and other 
private landowners to ensure 
their livelihood while conserv-
ing the waterfowl habitat that 
also results in cleaner water for 
everyone.” 

The State of the Birds Re-
port on Private Lands is a 
collaborative effort as part of 
the U.S. North American Bird 
Conservation Initiative, involv-
ing federal and state wildlife 
agencies, and scientific and 
conservation organizations. 
These include North American 
Bird Conservation Initiative, 
U.S. Committee, American 
Bird Conservancy, Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
Ducks Unlimited, Klamath 
Bird Observatory, National 
Audubon Society, National 
Council for Air and Stream 
Improvement, Inc., The Nature 
Conservancy, Rocky Mountain 
Bird Observatory, University 
of Idaho, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, USDA Forest Ser-
vice, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and U.S. 

Geological Survey. 

The full report is available at 
www.stateofthebirds.org.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
1530 hstegner@ducks.org

More teal in early-season 
bag, higher possession 

limit encourage hunters
This fall, early-teal-season 

hunters may have an oppor-
tunity to bag more teal. Ad-
ditionally, if the Department of 
Interior finalizes the waterfowl 
harvest regulations as initially 
proposed, the possession limit 
would increase. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has pro-
posed a six-teal bag limit for 
early teal season and a pos-
session limit for all seasons 
equivalent to three daily bag 
limits. Current limits are a four-
teal daily bag during the special 
season and a possession limit of 
two daily bag limits.

“Ducks Unlimited is always 
pleased to see increased op-
portunities for waterfowl hunt-
ing,” said DU Chief Scientist 
Dale Humburg. “Harvest regu-
lations are biologically based, 
and teal population trends 
have certainly been favorable 
in recent years.”

Habitat conditions in the 
Prairie Pothole Region have 
generally been wet and favor-
able for the last several years, 
laying the foundation for excel-
lent nesting success for prai-
rie nesters. Habitat conserva-
tion efforts by DU and others 
across North America have also 

served to bolster waterfowl 
populations.

“To date, Ducks Unlim-
ited has helped conserved 
more than 13 million acres of 
important waterfowl habitat 
across the continent, but we 
cannot rest on that success,” 
Humburg said. “Despite re-
cord numbers in the breeding 
waterfowl survey over the last 
few years, if left unchecked, 
all prairie-breeding ducks will 
be negatively impacted by the 
continuing trend of wetland 
and grassland losses.”

The higher possession limit 
will be especially helpful for 
the thousands of waterfowl 
hunters who travel for hunting 
trips each year and want to take 
their harvest home with them. 
If approved, they will be able 
to possess up to three daily bag 
limits at a time, rather than two. 
For hunters that take week-
long trips across the country to 
harvest waterfowl, this change 
will make a difference. Because 
state regulations may vary 
within the federal framework, 
DU reminds hunters to check 
state-specific regulations before 
heading to the marsh.

“If you support waterfowl 
conservation efforts in North 
America, you can look upon 
these regulation changes as the 
fruits of your labor,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “If you do not 
currently support waterfowl 
conservation, please consider 
helping ensure that future gen-
erations have the same chance 
to experience the majesty of 
waterfowl and other wetland-


