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insurance, energy, forestry and 
research titles. Among those 
amendments was one pro-
hibiting the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) from 
requiring wetland mitigation 
that is equivalent to the func-
tion and value of a lost wetland. 
The amendment restricts the 
USDA explicitly to an acre for 
acre standard. 

“The House farm bill, even 
in its intact form, didn’t make 
conservation a priority,” said 
Hall. “The wetland amend-
ment in particular is not good-
science based policy because it 
ignores the value of individual 
wetlands. A small wetland may 
provide habitat, trap sediment 
and clean water while the 
mitigated land only traps sedi-
ment. This amendment calls all 
wetlands equal, which is like 
saying a golf course pond is the 
same as a coastal marsh.”

The House passed-agricul-
ture bill includes a regional 
Sodsaver provision, applying 
only to the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion states of Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa 
and Minnesota. The Senate farm 
bill’s Sodsaver program would 
apply nationally. Both programs 
would reduce federal subsidy 
on any new cropland acres put 
into production as a result of 
breaking grassland that had no 
previous cropping history.

Missing in this House ag-
riculture bill is a provision re-
coupling conservation compli-
ance to crop insurance, which 
is contained in the bipartisan 
Senate-passed bill. The conser-

vation and agriculture com-
munities joined together earlier 
this year to support re-coupling 
to help ensure the long-term 
sustainability of wetland habi-
tats that help keep our waters 
clean, prevent soil erosion and 
provide critical habitat for wa-
terfowl and other wildlife.

“Ducks Unlimited was 
among the 532 agriculture and 
conservation organizations that 
sent a letter to Speaker Boehner 
asking the House for bipartisan 
support of a comprehensive, 
intact farm bill,” Hall said. 
“Again, it is extremely frustrat-
ing that a coalition of such a 
number of broad interests can 
find common ground in our 
need for long-term agricul-
ture policy, and a Congressio-
nal body of almost 100 fewer 
members chooses to ignore our 
recommendation. This halved 
bill leaves the farm bill with no 
clear path to a conference result 
with the comprehensive Senate-
passed farm bill.” 

The full House farm bill was 
unexpectedly defeated in a 195-
234 vote last month. Besides the 
removal of the nutrition title, 
the one clear difference in the 
agriculture bill passed today is 
that it repeals the 1949 laws as 
permanent and replaces them 
with the new Title I law. This 
leaves the fate of agriculture 
conservation programs very 
uncertain.

The current year extension 
of the 2008 Farm Bill expires 
Sept. 30.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
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Private landowners 
manage 60 percent of 

U.S. land area
The fourth State of the Birds 

Report, released today, high-
lights the enormous contribu-
tions private landowners make 
to bird and habitat conserva-
tion, as well as opportunities 
for increased contributions. 

Private landowners, orga-
nizations and corporations, 
including 2 million ranchers 
and farmers and approximately 
10 million woodland owners, 
own and manage roughly 60 
percent of the land area in the 
United States. Private lands 
are used by virtually all of the 
nation’s terrestrial and coastal 
birds, 251 of which are feder-
ally threatened, endangered or 
of conservation concern. Many 
privately owned working lands 
that produce food, timber and 
other resources for society also 
provide valuable habitat for 
birds.

“Ducks Unlimited has a 
long history of working with 
private landowners across the 
country to conserve and restore 
millions of acres of critical wa-
terfowl and wildlife habitat,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “This 
year’s State of the Birds Report 
proves that our nation’s birds 
can be used as an indicator of 
our effectiveness as stewards of 
the land. Landowners can add 
a new way to measure the pro-
ductiveness of their land with 
the number of canvasbacks, 
gadwalls and pintails they see.” 

The scientific data in this 
year’s report indicate a very 


