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back to the $300 million level. 
This program is an important 
piece of conservation in the 
Great Lakes for Ducks Unlim-
ited and our members.”

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 13 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more informa-
tion on our work, visit www.
ducks.org. Connect with us on 
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/DucksUnlimited, follow 
our tweets at twitter.com/
DucksUnlimited and watch 
DU videos at youtube.com/
DucksUnlimitedInc.

Kristin Schrader (734) 623-
2000 kschrader@ducks.org

House Appropriations 
bill zeros out 

conservation programs
The House Appropriations 

Committee’s 2014 Interior and 
Environment Appropriations 
bill, released yesterday, doesn’t 
include funding for vital con-
servation programs, such as 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA).

“In the current fiscal cli-
mate, we understand that con-

servation programs must also 
receive scrutiny in the budget 
cutting process,” DU CEO Dale 
Hall said. “However, it is short 
sighted and unacceptable to 
completely zero out funding for 
conservation programs that are 
also economic drivers. NAWCA 
in particular is unique because 
it more than triples any invest-
ment by the federal govern-
ment with non-federal funding 
through private partners.”

NAWCA has translated 
more than $1 billion in federal 
appropriations over the life of 
the program into nearly $3.5 bil-
lion in additional economic ac-
tivity. These expenditures have 
created, on average, nearly 
7,500 new jobs (e.g. construc-
tion workers, biologists, engi-
neers) annually in the United 
States, generating more than 
$200 million in worker earnings 
each year. Every federal dollar 
provided by NAWCA must be 
matched by at least one dollar 
from non-federal sources.

The Land and Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF), Neo-
tropical Migratory Bird Conser-
vation Fund and state wildlife 
grants are among the other con-
servation programs not funded 
in the fiscal year 2014 bill.

“Wetlands protected and 
conserved by these programs 
do so much more than provide 
waterfowl and wildlife habi-
tat. They lessen the effects of 
floods and hurricanes, prevent 
soil erosion and improve water 
quality,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“They also provide opportuni-

ties for hunting, angling and 
other wildlife-dependent rec-
reation that contributed more 
than $144.7 billion to the U.S. 
economy in 2011. Programs 
that provide such major returns 
on investment for our citizens 
and government should not be 
abandoned.” 

The bill sets baseline fund-
ing for Department of the Inte-
rior, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Forest Service and 
other related agencies.

 Heather Stegner (202) 347-
1530 hstegner@ducks.org

Split House farm bill 
passes 216-208

No clear path forward on 
conference with Senate 

bill
In rapid succession, U.S. 

House leadership announced 
earlier this week a split of the 
farm bill into separate agricul-
ture and nutrition pieces, and 
voted today on the agriculture 
portion. It passed with a final 
tally of 216-208.

“Ducks Unlimited is dis-
appointed that the House has 
failed to listen to the strong 
coalition of agricultural and 
conservation groups that asked 
for a comprehensive farm bill,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall.

Amendments that were 
accepted on the House floor 
during the farm bill debate 
in June were included in the 
newly separated agriculture 
bill, which included the com-
modities, conservation, crop 


