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News from the Non-profits

Ducks unlimiteD
Ducks unlimited to host 
youth waterfowl hunting 

clinic Aug. 16 and 17
Children 16 and under are 

invited to join Ducks Unlim-
ited for a free youth waterfowl 
hunting clinic on Friday, Aug. 
16, at 8:30 a.m. This is the sixth 
year for the event, and children 
who have been waterfowl hunt-
ing are encouraged to bring a 
friend who has not.

“We are passionate about 
duck hunting and we want to 
help instill that passion in future 
generations of hunters,” said 
Matthew Shappell, DU biologist 
and volunteer workshop in-
structor. “By teaching our youth 
the necessary skills for duck 
hunting, we hope they will take 
those to the field and experience 
the thrill for themselves.”

During the clinic, partici-
pants will learn the necessary 
skills to enjoy waterfowl hunt-
ing safely. Activities include 
duck identification, decoy 
spreads, hunting gear, intro-
duction to hunting safety, duck 
calling and retriever training. 
The first 20 kids (ages 9-16) to 
register will have the opportu-
nity to participate in shooting 
training at Capital City Sport-
ing Clays Range (12951 71st 
Ave. NE, Bismarck) the follow-
ing day. The shooting training 
will include safe gun handling 

tips. A parent or guardian must 
accompany children at the 
shooting range and during the 
clinic.

The clinic will be held at the 
DU office at 2525 River Road in 
Bismarck. Activities will run on 
Friday, Aug. 16, from 9-11 a.m., 
with sign-in beginning at 8:30. 
The shooting activity will have 
two sessions on Saturday, Aug. 
17, from 8:15-10 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m. -12 p.m. Registration is 
required for the workshop. To 
sign up, contact Jennifer Kross 
at (701) 202-8896 or jkross@
ducks.org.

Also available to families 
with young hunters is the op-
portunity to check out a trailer 
full of decoys and blinds to 
hunt waterfowl. The trailer 
and this year’s workshop are 
sponsored by DU and the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment. North Dakota Game and 
Fish purchased the trailer with 
funds from the Encouraging To-
morrow’s Hunters special grant 
program, and Avery Outdoors 
donated the equipment.

By calling DU’s Bismarck 
office at (701) 355-3500, families 
with young hunters can reserve 
one of three equipment pack-
ages: a fully equipped trailer 
with goose and duck decoys for 
field hunting or one of two bags 
of floating duck decoys and 
marsh seats for duck hunting 
on a wetland.

Ducks unlimited 
applauds improvements 
in Great lakes funding

Ducks Unlimited appreci-
ates the passage of an amend-
ment to provide $210 million 
to the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) program. Pre-
viously a subcommittee had 
reduced funding for the suc-
cessful program to $60 million.

“We’re grateful for the lead-
ership of Rep. David Joyce (R-
Ohio) and Rep. Charlie Dent (R-
Pa.),” said Becky Humphries, 
director of DU’s Great Lakes 
and Atlantic office. “The Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative 
is making real changes in the 
region, changes that improve 
recreation for sportsmen and 
women, but also by providing 
cleaner water, more habitat and 
improved economic outcomes.”

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on Ap-
propriations was able to ap-
prove the funding for the fed-
eral program via an offset from 
fees collected from extending 
the selloff of helium rights.

GLRI is a federal program 
designed to target the most 
significant problems in the 
Great Lakes ecosystem, includ-
ing habitat conservation, inva-
sive aquatic species, non-point 
source pollution and contami-
nated sediment.

“The improvement to the 
GLRI appropriation is an impor-
tant step forward,” Humphries 
said. “But we’ll continue to 
work with legislators to get 


