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When MOST people talk 
about getting a dog they talk 
about getting a NEW dog… 
a pup. And for us, until re-
cently that has always been 
the case. But until recently we 
never thought much 
of the other options. 
I thought it time we 
investigate those.

When your buy-
ing a new dog there 
are really four options: 
a pup, a started dog, a 
finished dog and a 
rescue. With a pup 
you start from scratch 
that includes separa-
tion issues, bathroom 
issues, gun shyness 
and related affects, 
and some really dumb 
and cute things we 
all have seen pups 
do.  But you also get 
a clean slate without some of 
the bad manners. Many times 
if you have connections you can 
choose the pup and the blood-
lines. But also as you are picking 
many breeders will tell you, half 
may be great the other half not 
so much.  And will have chosen 
by FAR the most expensive way 
to buy a dog.

I am lumping started and 
finished dogs together. Both 
types have some training, it is 
just to what degree and a fin-
ished dog will cost sometimes 
double what a started dog will. 

With this type of dog you can 
pick them up and hunt the next 
weekend. And you don’t need 
to pay for puppy shots, previ-
ous vet bills & food, tore up 
rugs & other items you might 
have with a puppy. When you 
add everything up a started 
or finished dog can be quite 

a steal considering most will 
have birds put in front of them 
all ready and a few may actu-
ally come when called. And it’s 
a proven entity you’ll know 
if they track well in the field, 
if they have a good nose, and 
might have other issues.

The last option is one that 
probably is too rarely thought 
of, rescue dogs. I’ll admit we 
shied away from rescue dogs 
but recently got a rescue Vizsla 
from Iowa.  The process was not 
quite as smooth as buying a pup 
at first, but went well.   We were 
never hot on rescue primarily 
because we did not want some 
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being either gun-shy or mean 
or just not good around people 
and the issues that would bring.  
We found there was no such 
issues with Jersey the Vizsla 
we got recently from the Iowa 
Vizsla Club.

Should your next dog be 
New or Used?

By Dennis Guldan

Rescues


