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in the distance, a tree or utility 
pole, and ask him what he sees, 
his answer will be that he clear-
ly sees the object in question. If 
I ask him to mount his shotgun 
and point it at the same object, 
and ask him what he sees now, 
his answer should be, "I see the 
object in hard focus, but I see 
my barrels in my peripheral 
vision." In other words, he does 
see his barrel, but he doesn't 
look at them. There is a differ-
ence if he really doesn't see his 
barrel, how would he know 
how far in front of the target 
he was pointing the muzzles 
as he pulls the trigger? With-
out seeing the barrels, surely 
this would be the equivalent of 
attempting to shoot lightning 
bugs in pitch blackness.

 British shooting expert 
and engineer Gough Thomas 
Garwood conducted experi-
ments to prove that, regard-
less of what we may think, 
the subconscious view of the 
barrels definitely influences the 
pointability of the gun. In the 
experiments, with the aid of a 
spotlight projector down the 
barrel of his gun, in complete 
darkness in an unlit room, he 
fired twenty-five shots at a 
pinpoint of light on the wall. 
He then did twenty-five shots 
in daylight. He found out that 
his pointing ability was at least 
50 percent better when he could 
see the barrels of the gun in his 
periphery. The conclusion that 
he came to was that although 
we may think we shoot instinc-
tively with no awareness of the 
barrels, in practice this is not 
the case.

 Today, an enterprising 
manufacturer has produced a 
light that slips down inside the 
barrel of a shotgun to aid and 
improve gun-mounting and 
gun-pointing technique. Any-
one out there who still doubts 
that a peripheral view of his 
barrels is necessary for accu-
rate pointability may carry out 
his own experiment (as I have 
done) with one of these lights. I 
think he would find the results 
interesting.

Cross Firing
Sometimes shooters object 

to closing an eye. In an effort to 
prove my point to some of them 
that cross firing was indeed oc-
curring on some of their shots, 
I conducted an experiment. At 
the Dallas Gun Club, one of 
the target presentations on the 
sporting clay course was a full 
crossing shot at about twenty-
yard range travelling just above 
the surface of a lake. The shoot-
ing station was an elevated 
platform at about 90 degrees 
to the flight line of the target. 
I always asked the clients to 
describe the target to me and 
evaluate it before they attempt 
to break it.

 "What sort of target is this?" 
I asked.

 "Full crossing shot, about 
twenty yards away, about three 
to four feet of lead," the client 
said.

 "OK. Good. Let's see you 
shoot ten of them, Following 
pairs."

 The client obliged. The 
first pair was usually crushed 

convincingly and possibly the 
second pair. Maybe also the 
third pair. But usually, if my 
suspicions were correct and 
cross firing was sometimes 
occurring, sooner or later, he 
would miss one of the targets. 
When this happened, the client 
was openmouthed.

 "Can't understand why 
I missed that target, the lead 
looked exactly the same to me 
as the other shots."

 Of course it did-the visual 
input to pull the trigger had 
been received by one of the 
eyes, but unfortunately on this 
occasion, it was the wrong one 
and the target was missed. But 
if the client doubted that cross 
firing was the reason for the 
miss, my next question proved 
that this was indeed the case, 
beyond reasonable doubt.

 "So where did your shot 
pattern go?" I asked the client. 
It wasn't difficult to see.

 "I shot about four feet in 
front of the target!" he ex-
claimed.

 Exactly! Because we were 
shooting down at the target as 
it skimmed above the surface 
of the lake, it was plain to see 
by the pellets hitting the sur-
face that the client's shot went 
in front of the target, proving 
that as the shot was triggered, 
his left eye was influencing the 
proceedings instead of his right.

 Bird hunters, especially if 
they like to hunt ducks, can 
learn a lot from this. I did a 
lot of duck and goose hunting 
both in Scotland on the Solway 


