
80
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2012                                                      Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

erations,” he added.
 Sage grouse are North 

Dakota’s largest native upland 
game bird. They are found in 
extreme southwestern North 
Dakota, primarily in Bowman 
and Slope counties.

 
Hunting guide and 

Outfitter test
 The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is Aug. 4 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department 
office in Bismarck. The test is 
given periodically to anyone in-
terested in becoming a hunting 
guide or outfitter in the state.

 In addition to passing a 
written exam, qualifications 
for becoming a guide include a 
background check for criminal 
and game and fish violations; 
certification in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation and standard 
first aid; and employment by or 
contract with a licensed hunt-
ing outfitter.

 Hunting outfitter eligibil-
ity requirements include the 
guide qualifications, as well as 
an individual must have held 
a hunting guide license for two 
years; and must have proof of 
liability insurance.

 Interested individuals are 
required to preregister by call-
ing the Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s enforcement office at 
328-6604.

OHiO
Wildlife Managers 

seek input frOM 
OHiO’s WaterfOWl 

Hunters 
The Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources’ (ODNR) 
Division of Wildlife is asking 
Ohio waterfowl hunters to pro-
vide input on the timing of the 
fall waterfowl hunting season 
and where they prefer to hunt 
in Ohio.

The Ohio Wildlife Council 
will establish season dates and 
other regulations in mid-Au-
gust after federal guidelines are 
established for the upcoming 
waterfowl season. Biologists 
are seeking input from Ohio 
waterfowl hunters through this 
online survey so opportunities 
can be closely matched to the 
preferences of as many hunt-
ers as possible within the con-
straints of federal guidelines. 

The survey is available at 
wildohio.com until Aug. 1. 
Hunters will need to have their 
customer identification number 
readily available (found on 
all Ohio hunting and fishing 
licenses) when they take the 
survey.

Similar information was 
solicited from Ohio waterfowl 
hunters last summer and used 
to set the 2011-2012 hunting 
season dates within each zone. 
This year, hunters are also 
asked to provide input regard-
ing potential changes to goose 
hunting season length and bag 
limits as well as rate last year’s 
season.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the 
benefit of all. Visit the ODNR 
website at ohiodnr.com.

OklaHOMa
“2012-13 OklaHOMa 

Hunting guide” 
available nOW 

Online
Hunters can log onto wild-

lifedepartment.com today to 
view a draft copy of the “2012-
13 Oklahoma Hunting Guide” 
from the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation. 

 The new full-color guide 
contains statewide hunting 
regulations and season infor-
mation for 2012 and 2013. It 
also features a wide range of 
hunting-related articles and 
other helpful information, such 
as sunrise/sunset tables and 
detailed information on the 
state’s wildlife management 
areas. 

 “Printed copies will be 
available for free in August 
anywhere hunting licenses are 
sold, but hunters anxious to 
read up on the latest hunting 
regulation changes and dates 
for their favorite seasons can 
do so today online,” said Ben 
Davis, information specialist 
and hunting guide coordinator 
for the Wildlife Department. 
“It’s an important publication 
because it contains so much 
of the information our state’s 
hunters need to know in order 
to follow the game laws in 
Oklahoma. Some of the regu-
lation changes covered in the 
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new “Hunting Guide” include 
the expansion of black bear 
season, new youth deer season 
opportunities, new baiting re-
strictions on public lands and 
rule changes pertaining to the 
use of ATVs on Honobia Creek 
Wildlife Management Area. 

 The migratory bird regula-
tions portion is a draft and will 
not be finalized by the USFWS 
and the Oklahoma Wildlife 
Commission until Aug. 6.

 To view all the changes and 
the full draft copy in detail, log 
on to wildlifedepartment.com. 
A link to the guide is provided 
on the homepage. 

first range-Wide 
lesser prairie-
cHicken aerial 

survey cOncluded 
 Recent aerial surveys 

conducted to assess lesser 
prairie-chicken populations 
across portions of five states 
including Oklahoma have 

turned up some good news, 
according to biologists.
 Despite concerns about the 

lesser prairie-chicken across its 
range and the severe drought 
that occurred last year across 
the surveyed region, biolo-
gists were able to make several 
observations in Beaver, Ellis, 
Harper and Texas counties dur-
ing the survey. The survey was 
looking for additional “leks,” 
or areas used by lesser prairie-
chickens each year for court-
ship and mating. 

 “This is an important ef-
fort among several partners, 
and Oklahoma is directly in-

volved,” said Doug Schoeling, 
upland game bird biologist for 
the Wildlife Department. “We 
don’t want to see the lesser 
prairie-chicken designated as 
a federally threatened or en-
dangered species - obviously 
first and foremost because we 
want the species to thrive in 
Oklahoma. Also, we feel that 
the Wildlife Department has 
exceptional relationships with 
our state’s landowners and our 
other partners, which allows 
us to have the most beneficial 
impact on the management and 
recovery of the lesser prairie-
chicken.”

 Biologists with the Okla-
homa Department of Wild-
life Conservation participated 
in the surveys as part of the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Inter-
state Working Group, which 
includes representatives from 
Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico 
and Texas fish and wildlife 
agencies as well as collabora-
tors from Western Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
and West Ecosystems, Inc of 
Laramie, Wyo.

 The unique effort included 
a large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie-
chicken leks across the High 
Plains region in the five states. 
These surveys encompassed 
more than 300,000 square miles 
and the results will be used to 
produce the first ever, statisti-
cally valid, five-state lek esti-
mate. Final survey results will 
be available this summer.

 The majority of lesser prai-
rie-chicken habitat is in Kansas, 
and the survey also discovered 

leks in Kansas that are beyond 
what was thought to be the 
northern extent of the historic 
range of the species. Lesser 
prairie-chicken numbers have 
been increasing in Kansas for 
the last 15 years, while popu-
lations have declined in the 
southern portions of the range. 
Biologists believe this north-
ward expansion may represent 
a shift in the population of the 
species as a result of improved 
habitat and the Conservation 
Reserve Program, which pro-
vides incentives to farmers 
and landowners for converting 
cropland back to native grasses.

 The lesser prairie-chicken 
has been considered a candi-
date species under the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA) since 
1998, and the US Fish and Wild-
life Service will be releasing 
a proposed rule on the status 
of the bird under ESA in Sep-
tember 2012. Information from 
these surveys will be used as a 
baseline by the state fish and 
wildlife agencies to monitor 
trends in prairie-chicken popu-
lations and to target conserva-
tion programs in partnership 
with private landowners; oil 
and gas; wind industry; and 
electric utilities.

 For more information about 
lesser prairie-chickens and 
other wildlife in Oklahoma, log 
on to wildlifedepartment.com.
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OklaHOMa lesser 
prairie cHicken 

cOnservatiOn 
actiOn plan draft 

available fOr 
public revieW and 

presentatiOn 
 The public is invited to 

provide comments on a draft 
conservation plan for the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken (LEPC) in Okla-
homa. The first draft of the 
Oklahoma Lesser Prairie Chick-
en Conservation Action Plan 
(OLEPCCP) is now available for 
public review and is posted on 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation’s website 
at (www.wildlifedepartment.
com/wildlifemgmt/lepc/ac-
tion_plan.htm). Comments on 
the draft plan will be accepted 
until June 13, and the public is 
encouraged to attend an eve-
ning public meeting June 4 in 
Woodward or June 5 in Beaver.

 The draft OLEPCCP iden-
tifies management strategies 
to increase the lesser prairie 
chicken (LEPC) population 
in Oklahoma through habitat 
improvements. The plan em-
phasizes tools and incentives 
to encourage landowners and 
others to partner with agencies 
in conservation efforts while 
also achieving their land use 
needs. The Oklahoma House 
of Representatives adopted a 
concurrent resolution in April 
2011 directing ODWC to coordi-
nate development of the LEPC 
conservation plan to “protect, 
enhance, and restore [LEPC] 
habitat while also addressing 
other factors leading to their 

decline.” The plan is intended 
to benefit the people, economy, 
and wildlife resources of north-
west Oklahoma by providing a 
framework for effective LEPC 
management and habitat im-
provement that will facilitate 
population increases.

 The LEPC is a North Ameri-
can grouse species that histori-
cally occupied sand sagebrush, 
shinnery oak, and mixed grass 
vegetation types of the south-
ern Great Plains. LEPC and 
the habitat upon which they 
depend have diminished across 
their historical range by about 
90%. In 1995 the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) deter-
mined that the LEPC was war-
ranted for listing under the fed-
eral Endangered Species Act. 
Unless populations sufficiently 
increase, the species may be 
listed in the future, resulting in 
potential federal regulation of 
some activities and develop-
ments within its range.

 Public meetings to present 
the draft OLEPCCP and to hear 
public comments will be held 
Monday, June 4, 6:30 p.m. - 9 
p.m. at the City of Woodward 
Pioneer Room, 1219 8th St. in 
Woodward and Tuesday, June 
5, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. at the Bea-
ver County Fairgrounds Pa-
vilion Building, Douglas Ave. 
in Beaver. Written public com-
ments should be sent to janc@
gci.netor or 114 S. Franklin St., 
Ste. 203, Juneau, AK 99801 by 
Wednesday June 13.

OregOn
abOut tHe 

sage-grOuse 
cOnservatiOn 

strategy 
iMpleMentatiOn 

teaMs 
There are five Sage-Grouse 

Conservation Strategy Imple-
mentation teams, one for each 
Bureau of Land Management 
District within the current dis-
tribution of sage-grouse in Or-
egon as well as one in the Baker 
Resource Area within the Vale 
district. Public meetings will be 
held in each of the Implementa-
tion Team areas. 

Teams have been meeting 
since 2005. In May 2011, they 
reviewed and recommended 
changes to the Core Area maps 
as defined in the April 2011 re-
vision of the updated Greater 
Sage-Grouse Conservation 
Assessment and Strategy for 
Oregon. In December 2011 and 
January 2012 they developed 
Action Areas with the Core 
Area maps that identified areas 
that share common threats to 
sage-grouse which will help to 
focus efforts for future habitat 
management actions and/or 
mitigation.

The Greater Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for Oregon, is available 
on ODFW’s website.
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pennsylvania
pennsylvania dOve 
Hunters urged tO 

take part in survey
Random sample of dove 

hunters to begin receiving sur-
vey in mail 

Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission Executive Director Carl 
G. Roe today announced that 
a random-sample of Pennsyl-
vania dove hunters soon will 
be receiving a national survey 
seeking input about their expe-
riences and opinions on dove 
hunting. 

 Topics will include time 
spent hunting, demographics, 
constraints to hunting, and 
thoughts about potential effects 
of spent lead from hunting am-
munition on mourning doves 
and other wildlife. The survey 
is a cooperative effort by the 
state fish and wildlife agencies, 
all four flyway councils, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS).

 “This survey is being con-
ducted as wildlife agencies and 
the USFWS want to include 
hunter opinions and prefer-
ences about seasons when-
ever possible,” Roe said. “The 
survey results will be used in 
conjunction with the best sci-
ence-based information for the 
management and conservation 
of our migratory bird resources.

 “If you are a dove hunter 
and receive one of these surveys, 
we encourage you to complete it 
and return it as soon as possible 
to ensure that Pennsylvania 
hunter opinions are included in 
this national survey.” 

 There are more than one 
million dove hunters nation-
ally, with seasons in 40 states. 
In Pennsylvania, an estimated 
19,900 hunters harvested more 
than 226,000 doves during the 
2011 hunting season.

 “We’re surveying dove 
hunters in every state that has 
a dove season so they can give 
us their opinions on a variety 
of topics,” said Dr. Ken Richkus 
of the USFWS’s Population and 
Habitat Assessment Branch. 
“This approach will give us 
an excellent picture of mourn-
ing dove hunter thoughts and 
needs by state, region, and na-
tionwide.” 

 The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year. 

 “We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 
added. “Their answers are very 
important, and we appreciate 
their efforts to tell us what they 
think.”

sOutH 
carOlina
WaterfOWl 

advisOry 
cOMMittee Meets 

July 10 in cOluMbia
The Waterfowl Advisory 

Committee to the S.C. Natural 
Resources Board will meet 10 
a.m. Tuesday, July 10 in Room 
335 (board room) of the Rem-
bert Dennis Building at 1000 
Assembly St. in Columbia.

The meeting is open to the 
public. Anyone with business 
for the advisory committee, 
needing the agenda or di-
rections to the meeting place 
should contact Susan John-
son at the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources in Columbia 
at (803) 734-3889. William L. 
“Sam” Hiott Jr. of Charleston is 
the chairman of the Waterfowl 
Advisory Committee. 

Items scheduled on the 
agenda for the meeting of the 
Waterfowl Advisory Commit-
tee include: 

* Early Season Migratory 
Bird Recommendations

* Wanton Waste
* Update on Samworth 

Courtesy Dock
* DNR Legislative Update
* Committee Member/Con-

stituent Comments

sOutH dakOta
early fall canada 

gOOse, yOutH 
WaterfOWl 

prOpOsed; sage 
grOuse seasOn 

finalized
PIERRE, S.D. - Waterfowl 

hunters hoping to get an early 
jump on the season would be 
able to harvest more geese dur-
ing the Early Fall Goose Season 
under a South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission 
proposal.

An Early Fall Goose Season 
would allow hunters to harvest 
10 Canada geese per day and 
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possess 20. The season would 
run Sept. 1-30. The recom-
mendation will need approval 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

Another Commission pro-
posal would give youth water-
fowl hunters a better chance at 
early migrating ducks.

The proposed South Dakota 
Youth Waterfowl Season would 
open 12 days after Labor Day 
each year; the Youth Season 
would be Sept. 15-16 this year.

The 2012 South Dakota Sage 
Grouse season was finalized 
by the Commission, with no 
changes from 2011. The season 
will be held Sept 26-27, with a 
season limit of one sage grouse 
per hunter.

To comment on any of those 
proposals, send an email with 
your full name and city of resi-
dence to wildinfo@state.sd.us 
or send a letter to the Game 
Fish and Parks Department, 
523 E Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD 
57501. Please include your full 
name and address for the public 
record. All letters and emails 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
CDT, July 6.

Testimony may be given 
in person at the Commission’s 
monthly meeting on July 9 at 
the Pierre Ramkota. The meet-
ing will begin at 9 a.m., with the 
public hearing at 10 a.m. CDT.

sOutH dakOta 
Hunting seasOns 

prOpOsed
 - The South Dakota Game, 

Fish and Parks Commission has 
proposed changes in several 

fall hunting seasons, including 
West River Deer, Black Hills 
Deer, Archery Deer, Archery 
Antelope, Youth Deer, Muzzle-
loader Deer, Fall Turkey and the 
August Management Take for 
Canada Geese.

Changes proposed for the 
West River Deer Season in-
clude:

* Adjust the number of resi-
dent licenses that were issued 
in 2011 by increasing one-tag 
licenses by 1,590 to 2,625; in-
crease two-tag licenses by 830 
(1,660 tags) to 16,735 (33,470 
tags); and reduce three-tag li-
censes by 4,960 (14,880 tags) to 
3,340 (10,020 tags)

* Adjust the number of 
nonresident licenses that were 
issued in 2011 by increasing 
one-tag licenses by 128 to 212; 
increase two-tag licenses by 67 
(134 tags) to 1,342 (2,684 tags); 
and reduce three-tag licenses by 
397 (1,191 tags) to 268 (804 tags)

* Modify the boundary for 
Fall River County Unit 27L to 
add some public lands adjacent 
to the Cheyenne River and An-
gostura Reservoir and make 
the unit boundary more easily 
identifiable for hunters

* Only unfilled antlerless 
tags would be valid during 
the antlerless deer extension 
beginning the Saturday after 
Christmas and running for nine 
consecutive days

* Eliminate antlerless deer 
hunting during the Antelope 
Rifle Season

Changes proposed for the 
Black Hills Deer Season in-
clude:

* Adjust the number of resi-
dent licenses that were issued 
in 2011 by reducing “any deer” 
licenses by 200; “any whitetail” 
licenses by 500; “antlerless 
whitetail” licenses by 50 

* Adjust the number of 
nonresident licenses that were 
issued in 2011 by reducing 
“any deer” licenses by 16; 
“any whitetail” licenses by 40; 
“antlerless whitetail” licenses 
by four

Changes proposed for the 
Archery Deer Season include:

* Add Brookings, Deuel, 
Hamlin and McCook counties 
to the area where only one, one-
tag “antlerless” deer license is 
valid 

* Antlerless deer licenses 
would not be valid for Sand 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge 

* Allow issuance of access 
permits for five “antlerless 
deer” and five “any deer” 
resident-only licenses for Blood 
Run Nature Area, along with 
the 45 “antlerless deer” and 
five “any deer” resident-only 
licenses for Adams Nature Area 

* Modify an existing rule to 
allow an individual to possess 
an uncased bow and allow the 
use of bow-and-arrow to hunt 
deer and turkey within the 
Blood Run Nature Area

Changes proposed for the 
Archery Antelope Season in-
clude:

* Eliminate the two-tag 
license valid for one “any an-
telope” and one “doe/fawn 
antelope” 

* Include those portions of 
Custer and Pennington coun-
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ties within the Black Hills Fire 
Protection District (except 
Custer State Park) and issue 
by lottery drawing five special-
access permits to licensees who 
possess a valid “any antelope” 
resident archery license

Changes proposed for the 
Youth Deer Season include:

* Add Brookings, Coding-
ton, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, 
Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Minne-
haha, Moody, Roberts, Turner 
and Yankton counties to the 
restricted area where only one 
youth deer license is valid

Changes proposed for the 
Muzzleloader Season include:

* Add Brookings, Deuel, 
Hamlin, and McCook counties 
to the restricted area where only 
one, one-tag “antlerless” deer 
license is valid

Changes proposed for the 
Fall Turkey Season

* Offer residents 410 more 
one-tag licenses and 1,550 fewer 
two-tag licenses in East River 
units

* Offer 500 fewer one-tag 
licenses for residents and 40 
fewer nonresident licenses in 
the Black Hills

* Close Harding and Turner 
counties to fall turkey hunting

* Season dates Oct. 1-Jan. 31 
Changes proposed for the 

August Management Take of 
Canada Geese include:

* Expand the hunting area 
to include Brown, Hutchinson, 
Spink, and Turner counties

More information and high-
lights from the May GFP Commis-
sion meeting are available online. 

People who wish to provide 
written comments on those 
commission hunting proposals 
may do so until 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 6.

Comments may be mailed 
to Game, Fish and Parks Com-
mission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD, 57501 or emailed 
to wildinfo@state.sd.us . Com-
ments must have the sender’s 
full name and address in order 
to become part of the public 
record.

Comments may also be 
made in person at the next GFP 
Commission meeting during a 
public hearing at 2 p.m. CDT on 
Thursday, June 7, at the Ram-
kota in Pierre.

tennessee
tWrc apprOves 2012-
13 Hunting seasOns

The Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Commission set the 
state’s 2012-13 hunting seasons 
during its May meeting which 
concluded Friday at the Tennes-
see Wildlife Resources Agency 
Ray Bell Region II Building.

Among the changes, Ten-
nessee sportsmen will see an 
increase in deer and bear har-
vest opportunities.

In regard to white-tailed 
deer hunting, the TWRC ap-
proved the TWRA’s proposal to 
increase the antlerless archery 
season bag limit in Unit B to 
four deer per season. Also, now 
those counties that are included 
in Unit B will be allowed the 
entire 14-day muzzleloader sea-
son to harvest a bag limit of one 

antlerless deer. Non-quota ant-
lerless gun hunts were added 
in Campbell, Jackson, Morgan, 
and Scott counties.

 The TWRC voted to allow 
the gun season for white-tailed 
deer to extend through the first 
full weekend in January, which 
next year will conclude Jan. 6. 
The second young sportsman 
hunt will be held the weekend 
of Jan. 12-13 in 2013.

A limited season for red 
deer was initiated in Claiborne 
County last year and the TWRC 
approved the recommendation 
to have the season run concur-
rent with the 2012-13 white-
tailed deer season. The area is 
south of the Powell River in 
Claiborne County.

Bear hunting days, with 
dogs permitted, will increase 
on three separate hunts with the 
increase varying 10 to 12 days, 
depending on the particular 
county. Also, there will be an 
increase of the bear dog train-
ing season by 4 to 14 days, also 
depending on the county. The 
state is coming off a record bear 
harvest from last winter and 
surveys indicate the population 
is thriving, allowing the agency 
to increase the number of bear 
hunting opportunities.

During fall turkey season, 
archers will be given an op-
portunity to harvest the full 
county bag limit in the counties 
that are open. The fall turkey 
counties will be expanded to 
include Cumberland, Grundy, 
Hamilton, Madison, Putnam, 
Sequatchie, and Van Buren 
counties as well as increase bag 
limits in many East Tennessee 
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counties. Fall turkey bag limits 
will be reduced in three south-
ern Middle Tennessee counties 
which are Giles, Lawrence and 
Wayne.

The statewide quail season 
will be extended through the 
end of February. On certain 
Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMAs), the dates could vary.

A raccoon hunting season 
from Jan. 1-31 was approved 
for the Tellico and Ocoee bear 
reserves. There will be a limit 
of two dogs per vehicle. For 
falconry, an additional month 
was added for falconers to ac-
quire birds

In other agenda items at the 
May meeting, landowners with 
larger acreages (properties in 
excess of 1,000 acres), who re-
ceive a wild hog exemption can 
now provide additional signees 
to help with their wild hog 
control efforts. Up to one ad-
ditional person will be allowed 
for every 100 acres over 1,000.

A wild hog control season 
(with dogs) was added on Ca-
toosa and Skinner Mountain 
WMAs.

A rule amendment changes 
the resident commercial fishing 
helper license to a commercial 
fishing helper license, which 
would include both residents 
and non-residents. The non-
resident commercial fishing 
helper license, as a result, is 
now deleted in its entirety.

The commission passed a 
rule which will give the agency 
leeway to work with those per-
sons who have permanent duck 
blinds in the West Sandy water-

fowl area. Located on Kentucky 
Reservoir in Henry County, 
the area will be affected by un-
avoidable TVA maintenance on 
the dewatering pumps.

The agency recognized 
Ducks Unlimited with a proc-
lamation on the occasion of the 
organization’s 75th anniversa-
ry. DU’s state chairman, Larry 
Richardson, accepted on behalf 
of the organization. A long-time 
partner of the TWRA, Ducks 
Unlimited is now the world’s 
largest private waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation organi-
zation.

 The TWRC will next con-
vene for its June 14-15 meeting 
which will also be held at the 
TWRA Region II Ray Bell Build-
ing in Nashville.

texas
first range-Wide 

lesser prairie-
cHicken aerial 

survey cOncluded
Results Could Affect En-

dangered Listing Consideration
The first range-wide aerial 

survey to assess lesser prairie-
chicken populations across por-
tions of five states this spring 
detected several previously un-
known breeding areas, known 
as leks, despite severe drought 
across the region last year. Sur-
vey teams also detected leks 
in Kansas beyond what was 
thought to be the northern ex-
tent of the bird’s historic range.

Although complete results 
won’t be tallied until later this 
summer, the survey data could 

be important as the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service considers 
whether to list the lesser prai-
rie-chicken under the federal 
Endangered Species Act.

The Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Interstate Working Group, 
composed of biologists from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment and the other state 
fish and wildlife agencies of 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kan-
sas and Colorado, collaborated 
with federal agencies and West 
Ecosystems, Inc. of Laramie, 
WY in this first effort to conduct 
a large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie-
chicken leks across the High 
Plains region in all five states.

Leks, which are also re-
ferred to as booming grounds, 
are sites that the birds come to 
every spring for breeding. The 
surveys encompassed more 
than 300,000 square miles and 
the results will be used to pro-
duce the first ever statistically 
valid, five-state estimate of the 
number of leks and the total 
population of birds later this 
summer.

 “These surveys will be the 
basis of a range-wide manage-
ment plan for lesser prairie-
chickens that is in development 
by the five states in collabo-
ration with the Western As-
sociation of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies Grassland Initiative. 
The plan is expected to be com-
pleted by next March, and may 
help avoid the need for US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to desig-
nate the lesser prairie-chicken 
as a federally threatened or en-
dangered species,” said Texas 
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Parks and Wildlife biologist 
and working group chair, Sean 
Kyle.

Lesser prairie-chicken num-
bers have been largely increas-
ing in Kansas for the last 15 
years, while populations have 
declined in parts of the south-
ern portion of the range. Some 
biologists believe this north-
ward expansion may represent 
a shift in the population of the 
species caused by climatic con-
ditions associated with chang-
ing precipitation patterns.

The lesser prairie-chicken 
has been considered a candi-
date under the Endangered 
Species Act since 1998, and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service has 
indicated it will release a pro-
posed rule on the status of the 
bird for public comment this 
fall. Information from surveys 
will be used as a baseline by the 
state fish and wildlife agencies 
to monitor trends in prairie-
chicken populations and to 
target conservation programs 
in partnership with private 
landowners, oil and gas indus-
tries, wind energy, and electric 
utilities.

To help restore habitat for 
the bird, state and federal ex-
perts developed a tool called 
Candidate Conservation Agree-
ment with Assurances (CCAA) 
to work with private land-
owners and managers in the 
geographic range of the lesser 
prairie-chicken. This voluntary 
program was designed to help 
reverse the current declining 
trend in lesser prairie chicken 
numbers by promoting habitat 
conservation and restoration 

through various management 
practices such as prescribed 
grazing, upland wildlife habi-
tat management, brush man-
agement, prescribed burning, 
range planting and restoration 
and management of rare or de-
clining habitats. The program 
also provides assurances to 
landowners that, beyond what 
is detailed in the CCAA agree-
ment, they will not be required 
to meet any new regulations 
if the bird is listed under the 
Endangered Species Act.

Texas agriculture producers 
may sign up to manage and 
restore high-priority habitats 
for the lesser prairie chicken 
within the eligible Texas coun-
ties, including: Ochiltree, Lip-
scomb, Roberts, Hemphill, 
Gray, Wheeler, Donley, Collin-
gsworth, Deaf Smith, Parmer, 
Bailey, Lamb, Cochran, Hock-
ley, Yoakum, Terry, Andrews, 
Gaines and Oldham.

Landowners can get details 
regarding the lesser prairie-
chicken CCAA by contacting 
TPWD Biologist Jeff Bonner 
at 806-665-3494 or Manuel De-
Leon at the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Zone office in 
Lubbock at (806) 791-0581. 
Or visit the NRCS website at 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs.

natiOnal survey 
tO explOre dOve 
Hunter OpiniOns

An upcoming survey will 
ask dove hunters from across 
the U.S. to share their expe-
riences and opinions about 

dove hunting. Topics will in-
clude time spent hunting, de-
mographics, constraints to 
hunting, and thoughts about 
potential effects of spent lead 
from hunting ammunition on 
mourning doves and other 
wildlife. The survey is a co-
operative effort by the state 
fish and wildlife agencies, all 
four flyway councils, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service).

“We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” says 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the Service’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The Service and 
the states want to make sure 
we use the best science-based 
information for the manage-
ment and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources.” 

There are more than 1 mil-
lion dove hunters national-
ly, with seasons in 40 states. 
“We’re surveying dove hunters 
in every state that has a dove 
season so they can give us their 
opinions on a variety of topics,” 
Richkus says. “This approach 
will give us an excellent pic-
ture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region, and nationwide.”

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

“We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 
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added. “Their answers are very 
important, and we appreciate 
their efforts to tell us what they 
think.”

tpWd Outlines 
cOurse Of actiOn 

fOr Quail
State wildlife officials are 

taking a “boots on the ground” 
approach to bobwhite quail 
management in Texas as part 
of a strategic action plan that 
involves hunters, landowners 
and science. The plan focuses 
on habitat management and 
does not include changes in 
harvest regulations.

Because regulations will not 
compensate for losses in quail 
habitat, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department is making 
no changes to the quail hunting 
season for 2012-13. The season 
will open Oct. 27 and close Feb. 
24, 2013 with a daily bag limit of 
15, possession limit of 45.

“Hunting is a tool to regu-
late harvest of quail, but not 
a tool that could impact quail 
recovery at a landscape lev-
el,” said Robert Perez, TPWD 
Upland Game Bird Program 
Leader. “Hunting didn’t create 
this problem.”

The long term trend in de-
clining bobwhite populations 
have also impacted more than 
two dozen other grassland bird 
species that are not hunted. Bi-
ologists recognize the primary 
cause for these declines is loss 
of usable habitat.

During the next four years, 
TPWD will implement and 
monitor quail management 
strategies at three “focus area” 

sites in different parts of the 
state. The model for the project 
was developed in cooperation 
with the National Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative and the 
Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture 
and is a component of TPWD 
Wildlife Division’s Upland 
Game Bird Strategic Plan.

“These efforts will allow 
us to test the hypotheses that 
given enough usable habitat, 
we can sustain viable popula-
tions of quail over boom and 
bust cycles,” Perez said. “His-
torically, our wildlife biologists 
have worked with landowners 
to develop management plans 
for quail, but we’ve never at-
tempted to quantify those ef-
forts at a larger scale.”

During the upcoming hunt-
ing season, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department biologists 
will also be looking to hunters 
to help collect and report data 
that can be used to more accu-
rately monitor quail harvest. 
Currently, TPWD relies on 
information gathered through 
its annual Small Game Harvest 
Survey of hunters to determine 
bobwhite quail harvest, which 
does not include daily harvest 
by county.

By issuing a harvest score-
card to a random group of quail 
hunters prior to the season, and 
using methodology similar to 
that developed for tracking 
migratory game bird harvest, 
TPWD hopes to get a more 
accurate accounting of wild 
bobwhite harvest.

bird harvest, TPWD hopes 
to get a more accurate account-
ing of wild bobwhite harvest.

utaH
apply fOr grOuse, 

sandHill crane 
Hunts 

Applications must be re-
ceived by July 3, 2012

If you want to hunt sandhill 
cranes, sage grouse or sharp-
tailed grouse in Utah this fall, 
you need to get your permit 
application in soon.

Applications to hunt sand-
hill cranes in Utah this fall must 
be received no later than July 3.

To be included in the draw 
for permits, your application 
must be received through wild-
life.utah.gov no later than 11 
p.m. on July 3.

You can also apply over-the-
phone by calling the nearest 
DWR office no later than 5 p.m. 
on July 3.

If you’re not going to hunt 
grouse or cranes this year, you 
can still apply for a preference 
point. Hunters with preference 
points have the best chance at 
obtaining a permit in 2013.

If you apply for a permit, 
you’ll know by July 19 whether 
you drew one.

For more information, call 
the nearest Division of Wildlife 
Resources office or the DWR’s 
Salt Lake City office at 801-538-
4700.
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WiscOnsin
breeding 

WaterfOWl 
nuMbers “abOut 
average” in an 

unusual spring
Early spring creates stag-

gered duck breeding and mi-
gration schedule

MADISON – The spring 
2012 waterfowl breeding pic-
ture was marked by an early 
spring, unusual weather, and 
dry conditions, which state 
wildlife officials say, created a 
challenge to survey breeding 
ducks in 2012. Despite that 
difficulty they say breeding 
waterfowl numbers appear to 
be “about average.” 

“Overall, wetland numbers 
this spring were down but 
in Wisconsin our abundant 
permanent water contained 
in 15,000 lakes reduces the im-
pact of dry conditions on the 
ducks,” said Kent Van Horn, 
Department of Natural Re-
sources migratory waterfowl 
biologist. “Some areas have 
good wetland conditions while 
other areas are still very dry. But 
despite those dry conditions 
across important duck breeding 
areas in Wisconsin, this spring, 
the total breeding duck num-
bers in Wisconsin appear to be 
near the average of the last 10 
years. 2012 should provide fair 
to good duck production across 
Wisconsin. Summer rains will 
be particularly important this 
year to maintain brood rearing 
habitat.” 

Wisconsin’s warm weather 
in March triggered an early 

duck migration and breeding 
activity among mallards and 
Canada geese. However, in 
April a return of cold tempera-
tures stalled the breeding activ-
ity of blue-winged teal and the 
migration of other duck species 
through Wisconsin. As a result, 
the spring waterfowl survey 
was initiated earlier than nor-
mal on April 23 in order to 
have the best count of breeding 
mallards; blue-winged teal that 
were still in migration through 
the state were counted. 

Wisconsin had a dry, mild 
winter and entered a March 
where temperatures were 14 to 
16 degrees above normal. Win-
ter precipitation was 25 percent 
below normal which provided 
fewer temporary and seasonal 
wetlands when ducks arrived 
in Wisconsin this spring. How-
ever, rain did come in some 
northern and central state areas 
and the spring (March- May) 
rainfall was 15 percent above 
normal statewide, which filled 
seasonal wetlands in some 
regions. 

Variation from year to year 
in wetland conditions and 
breeding ducks is part of the 
natural cycle in the world of 
wetland wildlife. Wetlands 
need dry periods to maintain 
long-term productivity and 
ducks are able to adapt to 
changing wetland conditions 
among years and across the 
continent. Conservation dollars 
and efforts of waterfowl hunt-
ers over the decades have pro-
tected and managed wetland 
and upland habitats important 
to breeding ducks. Protection 

of these areas even in dry years 
provides the setting for good 
duck responses when the rain-
fall increases during wet years.

Annual surveys lead to sea-
son structure

Three primary sources of in-
formation on annual waterfowl 
breeding conditions are used 
to determine the fall hunting 
season structure for Wisconsin, 
according to Van Horn.

“We’ve completed the an-
nual Wisconsin Breeding Wa-
terfowl Survey, which is very 
important since a large propor-
tion of the ducks harvested in 
Wisconsin are raised in Wiscon-
sin,” Van Horn said. “The full 
version of the report is available 
on the waterfowl page of the 
DNR website, under the Man-
agement Information tab.” 

A cooperative survey of 
Canada geese, the Mississip-
pi Valley Population (MVP) 
Breeding Survey, organized by 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources has also been com-
pleted. 

The final piece is the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service breed-
ing waterfowl survey for the 
northern United States, Canada 
and Alaska. That information is 
expected in the next few weeks 
and will form the framework 
for the 2012 fall hunting sea-
sons. Only preliminary wetland 
data is available at this time. 

Ducks
Waterfowl breeding areas in 

parkland and prairie Canada 
for spring 2012 were drastically 
different from the widespread 
excellent conditions in 2011. 


