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Michigan 
Pheasant 

RestoRation 
initiative gaining 

MoMentuM 
thRough woRk of 
gRouPs like lake 

hudson Pheasant 
cooPeRative

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) today 
applauded the Lake Hudson 
Pheasant Cooperative (LHPC) 
for its efforts in building a coali-
tion of landowners and others 
committed to restoring pheas-
ant habitat and revitalizing 
pheasant hunting in Michigan.

“The Lake Hudson Pheas-
ant Cooperative’s progress 
illustrates that bringing back 
Michigan’s pheasant hunting 
tradition is important to people 
and that they’re eager to work 
together to make it happen,” 
said Al Stewart, DNR upland 
game bird specialist. “If we can 
duplicate what the LHPC has 
accomplished in other com-
munities - and I believe we can 
- then we’re well on our way 
to success with the Michigan 
Pheasant Restoration Initia-
tive.”

One of the first cooperatives 
to form as part of the Michigan 
Pheasant Restoration Initiative, 
the Lenawee County-based 
LHPC is collaborating with 
the DNR at Lake Hudson Rec-
reation Area, where multiple 
Pheasants Forever chapters are 
providing volunteer labor and 
funds for habitat improvements 
that the DNR budget would 
not allow for otherwise. This 

work will take several years but 
will produce prime pheasant 
habitat containing native grass 
plantings with wildflowers 
and food plots. Cooperative 
members hope that local land-
owners will continue to join 
in this effort and connect filter 
strips, buffers and other blocks 
of habitat to this site, as well 
as enhance existing habitat to 
create a changed landscape that 
will benefit pheasants as well 
as song birds, migratory birds, 
deer and other wildlife.

The LHPC also recently 
hosted its first annual meeting 
for 30-plus members, interested 
neighbors and partners, bring-
ing local landowners together 
to learn about and discuss the 
cooperative’s plans for restor-
ing pheasant habitat.

“This meeting was for those 
who really do care about qual-
ity habitat and bettering the 
pheasant populations in the 
area. And this cooperative will 
help them all get together for 
a common cause, a common 
goal,” said Lauren Lindemann, 
Lenawee Conservation Dis-
trict’s Farm Bill biologist. “This 
cooperative has a life of its 
own now. There are passionate 
people here.”

The Michigan Pheasant 
Restoration Initiative (MPRI) 
is a conservation initiative to 
restore and enhance Michigan 
pheasant habitat, populations 
and hunting opportunity on 
private and public lands. It will 
accomplish this through pub-
lic-private cooperatives that 
improve habitat for pheasants 
and other wildlife on a land-

scape level. The MPRI works 
by acquiring state and federal 
resources to assist landowners 
in the cooperatives to improve 
wildlife habitat on their prop-
erty and by improving habitat 
on selected state game areas, 
recreation areas or other public 
lands. Learn more about the 
MPRI at www.michigan.gov/
pheasant.

To learn more about the 
LHPC, look for the Lake Hud-
son Pheasant Cooperative page 
on Facebook or contact Lauren 
Lindemann at the Lenawee 
Conservation District at 517-
263-7400, ext. 119.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, 
protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural resources 
for current and future genera-
tions. For more information, go 
to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

Minnesota
BReeding MallaRd 
nuMBeRs aveRage; 

canada goose 
PoPulation high

Annual spring breeding wa-
terfowl index surveys indicated 
average numbers of breeding 
mallards, lower numbers of 
blue-winged teal and other 
ducks, and large numbers of 
Canada geese in Minnesota, 
according to the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

The survey, designed spe-
cifically for mallards, estimates 
duck numbers for just a portion 
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of the states. The survey areas 
estimated breeding mallard 
population index was 225,000, 
which is similar to the long-
term average of 226,000 breed-
ing mallards, but 21 percent 
lower than 2011 and 17 percent 
lower than the 10-year average.

The blue-winged teal index 
was 109,000 this year compared 
with 214,000 in 2011 and 50 per-
cent lower than the long-term av-
erage of 219,000 blue-winged teal.

The survey results for other 
ducks combined, such as wood 
ducks, ring-necked ducks, 
gadwalls, northern shovelers, 
canvasbacks and redheads, was 
135,000, which is 29 percent 
lower than last year and 24 
percent below the long-term 
average.

The estimated number of 
wetlands (Types II-V) decreased 
37 percent from last year and 
was 10 percent below the long-
term average.

“It was a very unusual 
spring for weather, wetland 
conditions and breeding water-
fowl,” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “We had 
record warm temperatures and 
early ice-out by late March, so 
ducks moved into the state ear-
ly. But wetland conditions were 
extremely dry at that time.”

Conditions have improved 
dramatically since then, but 
much of the precipitation to 
date came after ducks had al-
ready begun nesting or moved 
through the state, Cordts said. 
Those, and other factors, make 
it more difficult than usual to 
interpret this year’s population 
indices.

The same waterfowl survey 
has been conducted each May 
since 1968 to provide an an-
nual index of breeding duck 
abundance. The survey covers 
40 percent of the state, which 
includes much of the best re-
maining duck breeding habitat 
in Minnesota.

A DNR waterfowl biologist 
and pilot count all waterfowl 
and wetlands along estab-
lished survey routes by flying 
low-level aerial surveys from a 
fixed-wing plane. The survey is 
timed to begin in early May to 
coincide with peak nesting ac-
tivity of mallards. The U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service provides 
ground crews that also count 
waterfowl along some of the 
same survey routes. This data 
is then used to correct for birds 
not seen by the aerial crew.

The goal in the DNR’s Duck 
Recovery Plan is to attract and 
hold a breeding population of 
1 million ducks.

“Although the survey does 
not estimate total duck popula-
tions in the state, the decline in 
this year’s spring duck popula-
tion index indicates we’re likely 
well below our goal,” said Den-
nis Simon, DNR Wildlife Sec-
tion chief. “The DNR remains 
committed to our long-term 
habitat goals of improving 
breeding and migration habitat 
for waterfowl in the state.”

Canada Goose
The Canada goose popula-

tion is estimated by a separate 
helicopter survey conducted 
in April. This year’s estimated 
goose population was 434,000, 
which was higher than last 

year’s estimate of 370,000.
“Because of the early spring, 

Canada geese nested early,” 
Cordts said. “Production ap-
pears to be excellent, with large 
numbers of goose broods across 
the state. This has resulted in in-
creased reports of agricultural 
damage by geese this year.”

The Canada goose hunting 
season established by the DNR 
in recent years is open for 107 
days, the maximum number of 
days allowed.

“We may have to explore 
additional options in the future 
in order to address the large 
Canada goose population,” 
Cordts said.

The Minnesota waterfowl 
report can be viewed online. 

DNR will announce this 
fall’s waterfowl hunting regula-
tions in early August.

dnR Releases long-
teRM ManageMent 

Plan foR Ruffed 
gRouse

A long-range ruffed grouse 
habitat and population man-
agement plan is now available 
on the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
website at www.mndnr.gov/
grouse.

“The plan reinforces the 
state’s commitment to ensure 
the viability of ruffed grouse 
and their forest habitat, man-
age grouse as an integral part 
of Minnesota’s forested land-
scapes, and encourage and pro-
mote hunting and observation 
of ruffed grouse in their natural 
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habitat,” said Bob Welsh, DNR 
wildlife habitat program man-
ager.

An average annual harvest 
of more than 500,000 birds over 
the past 25 years places Min-
nesota as one of the nation’s 
top three ruffed grouse states. 
Grouse hunter numbers have 
traditionally followed cyclic 
changes in drumming survey 
indices, but when drumming 
surveys trended upward re-
cently, hunter numbers did not 
follow as they had in the past. 
The plan includes strategies to 
reverse that trend by offering 
improved habitat and access, as 
well as programs to help new 
hunters

The DNR’s ruffed grouse 
management plan was ap-
proved earlier this year after 
public comments on the draft 
plan were reviewed and con-
sidered.

“Now that the plan has been 
approved, we can continue to 
implement and accelerate our 
strategies to maintain great 
hunting opportunities,” said 
Ted Dick, DNR grouse coordi-
nator. “Those strategies include 
improved access to hunting 
land, better information for 
hunters and education for new 
hunters, and focused input to 
the timber planning process 
that will ensure that grouse 
habitat needs are well-present-
ed and considered in all forest 
planning processes.”

Minnesota leads the na-
tion in aspen-birch forest type, 
the preferred habitat of ruffed 
grouse, and offers more than 
11 million acres of federal, state 

and county land open to public 
hunting.

Persons interested in learn-
ing more about grouse, hunting 
opportunities and available 
online tools are encouraged to 
visit the DNR website at www.
mndnr.gov/grouse. More in-
formation, including podcasts, 
more detailed mapping and 
hunter education class an-
nouncements will be posted 
there as they are developed.

Ruffed gRouse 
counts decline
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse 

spring drumming counts were 
lower than last year across most 
of the bird’s range, according to 
a survey conducted by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Compared with drumming 
counts conducted in 2011, 2012 
survey results showed an aver-
age decline of 24 to 60 percent, 
to 1.1 drums per stop, in the 
northeast survey region, which 
is the core and bulk of grouse 
range in Minnesota. Drum-
ming counts in the northwest 
declined 33 to 73 percent to 0.9 
drums per stop. Drumming 
counts did not change signifi-
cantly in the central hardwoods 
or southeast, which had aver-
ages of 0.6 and 0.7 drums per 
stop, respectively.

“The grouse population 
is in the declining phase of 
its 10-year cycle,” said Mike 
Larson, DNR wildlife research 
group leader and grouse biolo-
gist. “The most recent peak in 
drum counts was during 2009, 

but hunter harvests remained 
relatively high through at least 
2010.”

Ruffed grouse populations, 
which tend to rise and fall on a 
10-year cycle, are surveyed by 
counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming 
on established routes through-
out the state’s forested regions. 
This year observers recorded 
1.0 drums per stop statewide. 
The averages during 2010 and 
2011 were 1.5 and 1.7 drums 
per stop, respectively. Counts 
vary from about 0.8 drums per 
stop during years of low grouse 
abundance to about 1.9 during 
years of high abundance.

Drumming counts are an 
indicator of the ruffed grouse 
breeding population. The num-
ber of birds present during 
the fall hunting season also 
depends upon nesting success 
and chick survival during the 
spring and summer.

Minnesota frequently is 
the nation’s top ruffed grouse 
producer. On average, 115,000 
hunters harvest 545,000 ruffed 
grouse in Minnesota each year, 
also making it the state’s most 
popular game bird. During the 
peak years of 1971 and 1989, 
hunters harvested more than 
1 million ruffed grouse. Michi-
gan and Wisconsin, which 
frequently field more hunters 
than Minnesota, round out the 
top three states in ruffed grouse 
harvest.

One reason for the Min-
nesota’s status as a top grouse 
producer is an abundance of 
aspen and other ruffed grouse 
habitat, much of it located 
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on county, state and national 
forests, where public hunting 
is allowed. An estimated 11.5 
million of the state’s 16.3 mil-
lion acres of forest are grouse 
habitat.

For the past 63 years, DNR 
biologists have monitored 
ruffed grouse populations. 
This year,

DNR staff and cooperators 
from 15 organizations surveyed 
126 routes across the state.

Sharp-tailed grouse counts 
decrease slightly

Sharp-tailed grouse counts 
in the northwest survey re-
gion decreased approximately 
18 percent between 2011 and 
2012, Larson said. Counts in 
the east-central region declined 
approximately 33 percent.

Observers look for male 
sharptails displaying on tradi-
tional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. Despite 
three years of declines, this 
year ’s statewide average of 
9.2 grouse counted per danc-
ing ground was similar to the 
long-term average since 1980. 
The 2009 average of 13.6 was as 
high as during any year since 
1980. During the last 25 years, 
the sharp-tailed grouse index 
has been as low as seven birds 
counted per dancing ground.

Overall, sharptail popula-
tions appear to have declined 
over the long term as a result of 
habitat deterioration. In recent 
years, the DNR has increased 
prescribed burning and shear-
ing that keep trees from over-
taking the open brush lands 
that sharp-tailed grouse need 
to thrive.

The DNR’s 2012 grouse 
survey report, which contains 
information on ruffed grouse 
and sharp-tailed grouse, will be 
available soon online at www.
mndnr.gov/hunting/grouse.

MississiPPi
wateRfowl haBitat 

iMPRoveMent 
PRoject Planned 

foR saRdis 
wateRfowl wMa 

jackson 
Sardis Waterfowl WMA, lo-

cated near Oxford, Mississippi, 
is cooperatively managed by 
the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) and Sardis Lake US 
Army Corps of Engineers (US-
ACE). Two of its 7 waterfowl 
impoundments are slated to be 
improved this summer with pri-
mary assistance from USACE. 
Infrastructure improvements in 
the 15 year-old impoundments 
include refurbishment of the 
levee system, replacement of 
water-control structures, and 
repair of the existing pump 
that is used to flood the im-
poundments. This 35-acre en-
hancement project will increase 
the amount of shallow-water 
habitat for wintering waterfowl 
and improve the reliability of 
waterfowl habitat. Last week, 
MDWFP biologists and USACE 
personnel utilized prescribed 
fire to remove vegetation within 
each impoundment and USACE 
personnel surveyed impound-
ment elevations. These planned 
improvements are scheduled to 
begin in July as weather condi-
tions allow. 

2012 Youth 
PaRticiPation 

initiative PRogRaM 
announced 

Jackson - The Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fish-
eries, and Parks is pleased to 
announce the Youth Participa-
tion Initiative (YPI) Program 
will be accepting applications 
beginning July 1, 2012, from 
organizations interested in in-
creasing youth involvement in 
the great outdoors. 

The YPI Program was estab-
lished to provide funding for 
the purpose of educating youth 
in the areas of hunting, fish-
ing, conservation, and safety. 
During 2011, the YPI Program 
provided a total of $177,375.00 
to help fund 22 projects across 
Mississippi. 

Under this program, state 
agencies, education institu-
tions, and non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible to apply for 
funding. Interested parties are 
urged to consider projects that 
focus on recruitment, retention, 
and/or education of youth in 
the fields of hunting, fishing, 
or conservation. Applications 
will be accepted until August 
15, 2012.

wateRfowl 
ManageMent at 
tRiM cane wMa 
The primary management 

objective at Trim Cane Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) is 
to provide quality habitat for 
waterfowl. To meet this objec-
tive, wildlife managers develop 
short and long-term manage-
ment plans, which incorpo-
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rate the latest management 
techniques. Though waterfowl 
season may seem like a long 
way off, wildlife managers 
have already begun spraying 
noxious weeds and planting 
supplemental crops within the 
seven waterfowl impound-
ments on the WMA. Improv-
ing the habitat quality within 
these impoundments ensures 
that quality food sources are 
available this coming winter. 
Nuisance species such as bea-
ver and nutria can negatively 
affect water levels and natural 
drainage patterns within im-
poundments. Thus, managers 
also work hard to control these 
species throughout Trim Cane 
WMA. 

Improving waterfowl habi-
tat also improves the quality of 
recreational opportunity that is 
offered on Trim Cane WMA. As 
on other high-priority water-
fowl WMAs, waterfowl hunts 
are conducted through a per-
mitted draw system. Each 
hunter is allowed to bring two 
guests, so take this opportunity 
to bring your children, friends, 
or introduce someone new to 
the outdoors. 

MdwfP Recognizes 
dove and wood 

duck BandeRs of 
the YeaR 

The Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks recently recognized the 
2010 and 2011 Mourning Dove 
and Wood Duck Bander of the 
Year at their April meeting in 
Jackson. “The MDWFP and 

our partners work hard to band 
wood ducks and mourning 
doves each year” stated MD-
WFP Wildlife Bureau Director 
Ed Penny, “and these awards 
recognize the individuals that 
band the most birds each year. 
Ducks and doves are captured, 
then fitted with aluminum leg 
bands and released.” Important 
information about migration 
and survival is obtained when 
these birds are harvested and 
reported by hunters.

Chad Masley, MDWFP As-
sistant WMA Biologist from 
Tupelo, was named 2010 Dove 
Bander of the Year, and Ramon 
Pierce, Sardis Lake U.S. Army 
Corps and Engineers Natu-
ral Resource Specialist, was 
named 2011 Dove Bander of the 
Year. Corporal Tyler Norman, 
MDWFP Conservation Officer 
from Newton County, was 
named 2010 and 2011 Wood 
Duck Bander of the Year for 
banding the highest number 
of ducks during both years. 
Corporal Norman received a 
framed print from Ducks Un-
limited, and Masley and Pierce 
received a plaque from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
Foundation for Mississippi 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
also provided award recipients 
with a gift.

neBRaska
eMeRgencY haYing 

and gRazing 
availaBle on wMas

In response to the continued 
drought in parts of Nebraska 
and the governor’s declara-

tion to enact emergency hay-
ing and grazing provisions, 
the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission is offering, up for 
bid, grassland tracts for haying 
or grazing on wildlife manage-
ment areas.

Haying and grazing tracts 
were identified where haying 
and grazing were planned in 
the management rotation for 
next year. They also were iden-
tified where haying and graz-
ing activities could enhance 
planned management activi-
ties, such as interseeding and 
early successional habitat man-
agement. Biologists already 
have opened up nearly 1,500 
acres for grazing or haying in 
the Pine Ridge.

Game and Parks is open-
ing more than 1,300 acres on 
12 areas for grazing and 1,000 
acres on 28 areas for haying. 
Bids must be received by the 
area biologist by July 16 to be 
considered. A full list of areas is 
available at http://outdoorne-
braska.ne.gov/pdf/hay-graze.
pdf.

High bids will be accepted. 
The earliest haying/grazing 
may begin on approved leases 
is July 18.

Contact the area biologist 
for additional information. 
Closing dates for haying and 
grazing will be Aug. 31 so 
equipment and livestock can be 
removed from wildlife manage-
ment areas before the opening 
of dove and grouse seasons.
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focus on 
Pheasants touR at 
sheRMan ReseRvoiR 

julY 11
Landowners are invited 

to attend a Focus on Pheas-
ants Habitat Tour at Sherman 
Reservoir on July 11. The tour 
begins at the wildlife manage-
ment area headquarters, 79027 
Sherman Dam Road, at 9 a.m.

The tour will highlight the 
benefits of different grassland 
management techniques used 
around the reservoir to improve 
habitat for pheasants, quail and 
other upland birds. Discussions 
will include disking and inter-
seeding, chemical treatments 
and prescribed burning and 
grazing.

Contact Jake Holt at 308-
370-1750 or register at Nebras-
kaPF.com.

neBRaska Retains 
104,298 acRes of 

wildlife haBitat
Outdoorsmen and women 

rely heavily on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) lands 
to provide habitat for game spe-
cies, as well as places to hunt. 
A better than expected general 
CRP sign-up will help keep 
most of those places intact. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will accept 104,298 
acres in Nebraska offered under 
the 43rd CRP general sign-up.

The USDA received 1,385 
offers in Nebraska, of which 
1,249 were accepted. There 
were 113,911 acres offered. In 
Nebraska, 201,190 CRP acres 

will expire Sept. 30, represent-
ing a net loss of 96,892 acres.

Nationally, 3.9 million acres 
will be accepted.

Without CRP, many game 
and nongame species would 
have been displaced or lost. 
CRP has benefited the nation 
for more than 25 years in the 
form of wildlife habitat, hunt-
ing and outdoor recreation 
opportunities and reduced soil 
erosion off these sensitive acres.

There are many programs 
within CRP, both old and new, 
targeting wildlife habitat, wet-
land conservation and soil/
water quality for landowners 
who are interested in enrolling. 
Producers should contact their 
local Farm Service Agency of-
fice for more information.

nevada
deadline looMs 
foR dove hunt 

ReseRvations at 
oveRton wMa

The deadline is fast ap-
proaching for hunters planning 
to hunt doves at the Overton 
Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) on opening day and 
the first weekend of the an-
nual hunting season. Reserva-
tions have long been required 
for opening day and the first 
weekend, but beginning with 
the 2012 season, hunters must 
submit a paper application in 
order to schedule those reser-
vations.

Though the season won’t 
begin until September 1, the 
application must be received 

at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) Headquar-
ters Office in Reno no later 
than 5 p.m. July 11 and must be 
delivered only through a postal 
service. A public drawing will 
be conducted at the Headquar-
ters Office at 10 a.m. July 25 
and successful applicants will 
receive their confirmation by 
return mail.

Hunters can find and print 
the reservation application 
form online at www.ndow.org. 
The file is located in the Tags & 
Applications section under the 
Hunt tab on the main menu. 
Just click on “All Applications” 
and scroll down the page to 
the section entitled 2012 Dove 
Hunt. Paper applications will 
also be available at the NDOW 
offices in Las Vegas and Hen-
derson. The addresses are 4747 
Vegas Drive and 744 Racetrack 
Road respectively.

“NDOW implemented a 
limited reservation system at 
the Overton WMA in an effort 
to reduce overcrowding, which 
typically results in unsafe hunt-
ing conditions,” said Elmer 
Bull, habitat division adminis-
trator for NDOW.

Reservations are only re-
quired for the opening day and 
the first weekend of the dove 
hunting season. Thereafter 
hunting is available on a first 
come first served basis until 
dove season is over.

The Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) protects, 
restores and manages fish and 
wildlife, and promotes fishing, 
hunting, and boating safety. 
NDOW’s wildlife and habitat 



76
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2012                                                      Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

conservation efforts are primar-
ily funded by sportsmen’s li-
cense and conservation fees and 
a federal surcharge on hunting 
and fishing gear. Support wild-
life and habitat conservation in 
Nevada by purchasing a hunt-
ing, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook 
or Twitter.

snow goose 
chosen foR 2013 

duck staMP 
contest

The Nevada Waterfowl As-
sociation (NWA) has selected 
the Snow Goose for this year’s 
Nevada Duck Stamp Art Con-
test.

The 2013 Nevada Duck 
Stamp Art Contest is sanctioned 
by the Nevada Board of Wild-
life Commissioners (NBWC), 
with the winning artwork to 
be featured on the 2013-2014 
state stamp.

All interested artists are en-
couraged to enter the contest, 
whether residing in Nevada 
or elsewhere. Entries must be 
an original creation, in any 
drawing medium and must be 
received by the Nevada De-
partment of Wildlife (NDOW) 
no later than October 19, 2012. 
Contest rules are available on 
the NDOW website at http://
www.ndow.org/wild/stamp, 
or by calling (775) 688-1998 for 
more information.

The Snow Goose (Chen cae-
rulescens), is a North American 
species of goose. Its name de-
rives from the typically white 
plumage. Snow geese that 

migrate through Nevada are 
part of the Western Arctic Popu-
lation of Lesser Snow Geese. 
Most (95% of the total) of this 
population of snow geese nest 
in the Egg River colony on 
Banks Island, with smaller 
colonies on the Anderson River 
delta and at Kendall Island 
in the Mackenzie River delta. 
The Western Arctic Population 
of Lesser Snow Geese winters 
mainly in the Central Valley of 
California, but as the popula-
tion continues to grow, their 
wintering distribution is shift-
ing more and more eastward.

The Snow Goose has two 
color plumage morphs, white 
(snow) or gray/blue (blue), 
thus the common description 
as “snows” and “blues.” White-
morph birds are white except 
for black wing tips, but blue-
morph geese have bluish-grey 
plumage replacing the white 
except on the head, neck and 
tail tip. Both snow and blue 
phases have rose-red feet and 
legs, and pink bills with black 
edges. They are very vocal and 
can often be heard from more 
than a mile away.

Entries will be judged by 
seven individuals, including 
two members of the NBWC 
and five others as appointed by 
the Nevada Waterfowl Associa-
tion. The names of the top ten 
finalists will be announced by 
NDOW on November 19, 2012.

In the state of Nevada, 
any person 12-64 years old 
who hunts any migratory bird 
except mourning or white-
winged dove, snipe, coot or 
moorhen (gallinule) is required 

to purchase a state duck stamp. 
Money from the sale of Ne-
vada Duck Stamps is used for 
projects approved by the Com-
mission for the protection and 
propagation of migratory game 
birds, and for the acquisition, 
development and preservation 
of wetlands in Nevada.

new jeRseY
wateRfowl and 

MigRatoRY BiRds in 
new jeRseY

2011 Status of Waterfowl 
Video Report (US FWS/Fly-
ways Site)

With hundreds of miles of 
ocean and bayshore coastline, 
coastal and inland wetlands, 
small ponds and large lakes, 
New Jersey hosts an enormous 
variety of waterfowl species. 
Waterfowl can be found in 
abundance in the varied wet-
land habitats throughout the 
state including wood ducks in 
the beaver swamps of north-
ern New Jersey to snow geese 
in the vast salt marshes along 
Delaware Bay.

In fact, New Jersey’s salt 
marshes and coastal back bay 
habitats are of global signifi-
cance given that over one-
third of the black ducks in the 
eastern United States and over 
two-thirds of North America’s 
Atlantic brant spend winter in 
these marshes.

Snow geese at Brigantine 
Photo by Gary Lehman - 

click to enlarge
Due to the migratory nature 

of waterfowl, the research and 
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management activi-
ties of the Division’s 
Waterfowl Ecology 
and Management 
Program are gener-
ally conducted on 
a flyway or conti-
nental scale requir-
ing the participation 
of numerous state, 
provincial, federal 
(US and Canadian) 
and non-govern-
ment partners. New 
Jersey is a member 
of the Atlantic Fly-
way Council (AFC), 
which provides the 
means to participate 
in promulgating an-
nual hunting regula-
tions and long-term 
management plans 
in cooperation with 
partner states and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
primary objective of the Divi-
sion’s Waterfowl Program is to 
work in a cooperative manner 
with the numerous government 
and non-government agencies 
responsible for the populations 
and habitats of migratory game 
birds.

In cooperation with the AFC 
and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, several surveys are 
conducted each year to mea-
sure waterfowl population 
parameters. Current projects 
also include satellite telemetry 
tracking of Atlantic brant and 
pintail ducks.

What Do I Need To Hunt 
Migratory Birds In New Jersey?

1. To hunt crows: a New 
Jersey hunting license.

2. To hunt woodcock, rail, 
snipe, coots or moorhens (gal-
linule): a New Jersey hunting li-
cense and Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) certification.

3. Required to hunt ducks, 
geese or brant: a New Jersey 
hunting license, HIP certifica-
tion, Federal Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp and New Jersey Water-
fowl Stamp. Both federal and 
state stamps are required for 
waterfowl hunters 16 years 
of age and older and must be 
signed in ink across the stamp’s 
face. Federal stamps are avail-
able at U.S. post offices and 
online. State stamps are avail-
able from license agents or 
purchased and printed from the 
license website.

4. To cover costs involved 
with the administration of the 

HIP certification process, the 
cost of HIP certifications is 
$2.00.

noRth 
caRolina

2012 wateRfowl 
conseRvation 

staMP and PRint 
availaBle julY 2
“Redheads in Needlerush,” 

the 2012 North Carolina Water-
fowl Conservation Stamp and 
Print, will be available through 
the N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission’s N.C. Wild Store 
on July 2. 

Signed and numbered regu-
lar edition prints with mint 
stamps will sell for $145. The 
collector’s mint stamp will sell 
for $10. 

The acrylic artwork depict-

“Redheads in Needlerush,” the 2012 North Carolina Waterfowl Conservation 
Stamp and Print by Delaware artist Richard Clifton.



78
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2012                                                      Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

ing a pair of brilliantly colored 
redhead ducks was painted by 
Delaware artist Richard Clifton. 
“Redheads in Needlerush” 
marks the second year in a row 
Clifton has won North Caro-
lina’s waterfowl conservation 
stamp and print competition. 
He took top honors last year 
with his vivid portrayal of a 
pair of Canada geese standing 
in a pasture. He placed second 
in the 2010 contest with his 
portrayal of snow geese. 

Proceeds from sales of the 
print and stamps will go to the 
Commission’s Waterfowl Fund, 
which generates revenue for 
the conservation of waterfowl 
habitat in North Carolina. The 
money is used to help North 
Carolina meet its financial ob-
ligations in implementing the 
North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan, the inter-
national agreement helping 
restore waterfowl populations 
throughout the continent. In 
addition, funds can be used 
to support waterfowl research 
and to buy equipment used to 
manage wetlands. 

To purchase a print and 
mint stamp or for additional 
information, call the Wildlife 
Resources Commission toll-
free at 866-945-3746, or visit 
the agency’s online N.C. Wild 
Store, www.ncwildstore.com.

new YoRk
dec announces 
tentative 2012-13 

MigRatoRY gaMe 
BiRd hunting 

seasons
Early Announcement Will 

Help Hunters Plan Trips
The tentative schedule for 

many of New York’s 2012-13 
migratory game bird seasons 
is now available, allowing 
sportsmen and sportswomen 
to plan outdoor activities well 
in advance, New York state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) Commis-
sioner Joe Martens announced 
today. Tentative waterfowl 
season dates for ducks, geese, 
woodcock, snipe and rails can 
be found on the DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces 
the tentative schedule so hunt-
ers can begin making plans for 
a safe and successful season,” 
Commissioner Martens said. 
“Still, we always remind hunt-
ers to check the final dates, 
usually issued in late summer, 
before going afield.”

The final season dates, bag 
limits and other regulations for 
2012-13 migratory game bird 
hunting seasons in New York 
will be posted on DEC’s web-
site and announced by a state-
wide news release, once they 
are approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Hunters 
should confirm the final season 
dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates 
were developed by a team of 
DEC staff representing all re-

gions of the state, taking into 
consideration anticipated fed-
eral regulations for the coming 
year and recommendations 
from Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces established by DEC for 
each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and 
it has been very helpful for 
setting seasons where hunter 
preferences are diverse. For 
more information about the 
waterfowl hunter task forces, 
go to the DEC website.

Tentative season dates for 
the Lake Champlain Zone were 
not included because they will 
be determined by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board follow-
ing public meetings likely to be 
held in August in Whitehall, 
NY and Burlington, VT. DEC 
encourages New York water-
fowl hunters who frequent the 
Champlain Zone to attend one 
of these meetings; details will 
be announced later this sum-
mer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to 
any DEC season-setting team 
member or by e-mail to wfsea-
son@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2012-13 migra-
tory game bird hunting regula-
tions brochure will be available 
on the DEC website in late 
August and by mid-September 
wherever hunting licenses are 
sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other 
migratory game birds in New 
York, visit the DEC website.
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noRth dakota
sPRing duck 

index uP, wateR 
conditions down

 The North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s annual 
spring breeding duck survey 
showed an index of 4.8 million 
birds, up 16 percent from last 
year and 112 percent above the 
long-term average (1948-2011). 
The 2012 index is the third high-
est on record.

 All species were well above 
the long-term average. Wi-
geon (+88 percent) and green-
winged teal (+221 percent) were 
at record highs. Mallards, gad-
wall, blue-winged teal, shovel-
ers, redheads and ruddy ducks 
exceeded the long-term average 
by more than 100 percent.

 Only pintails, shovelers and 
canvasbacks were down more 
than 10 percent from last year, 
and mallards were essentially 
unchanged. Blue-winged teal 
were at their highest level since 
2001, missing the record high 
by less than 1 percent.

 “Excellent production last 
summer brought many breed-
ing pairs back to the state,” said 
Mike Szymanski, waterfowl bi-
ologist. “Fortunately, there was 
still enough habitat to attract 
them to North Dakota.”

 The spring water index was 
down 57 percent from 2011 and 
6 percent from the long-term 
average. Compared to last year, 
Szymanski said water indices 
observed on individual tran-
sects were all down 50-65 per-
cent. The water index is based 
on basins with water, and does 

not necessarily represent the 
amount of water contained in 
wetlands.

 “Water conditions were 
good in larger wetlands, but 
the lack of snow this past win-
ter and the lack of significant 
spring rains reduced the num-
ber of temporary and seasonal 
wetlands,” Szymanski said. 
“Undoubtedly, many wetlands 
dried up within days of com-
pleting the survey.”

 Additionally, nesting cover 
in North Dakota continues to 
decline. During the survey, Szy-
manski noted many large tracts 
of grassland and Conservation 
Reserve Program land had been 
converted to cropland since last 
year. “North Dakota currently 
has about 2.3 million acres of 
CRP, which is down about 30 
percent from 2007,” Szymanski 
added. “Projections are that 
more than 650,000 acres will be 
lost in 2012, and an additional 
1.1 million acres will be lost in 
2013-14. The loss of critical nest-
ing cover will be disastrous for 
breeding ducks, other nesting 
birds and hunting opportuni-
ties in the future.”

 The July brood survey will 
provide a better idea of duck 
production and insight into ex-
pectations for this fall. Observa-
tions to date indicate prospects 
for good production across the 
state given abundant breed-
ing pairs and average wetland 
conditions.

sage gRouse 
nuMBeRs iMPRove 

slightlY
 Even though the number 

of strutting males observed 
during the spring sage grouse 
survey was up 15 percent from 
last year, the population re-
mains well below management 
objectives. Therefore, the sage 
grouse hunting season will re-
main closed in 2012.

 Aaron Robinson, North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment upland game bird biolo-
gist, said biologists counted 72 
males on 12 active strutting 
grounds. Last year, 63 males 
were counted on 12 active leks 
in the southwest.

 “This is great news,” Rob-
inson said. “The population 
has shown it can possibly come 
back given the right condi-
tions.”

 The number of males count-
ed on leks each spring has 
gradually declined since 2000. 
In 2008, spring counts dropped 
dramatically throughout North 
Dakota’s sage grouse range due 
to West Nile Virus. 

 “Numerous conservation 
efforts have taken place in 
the past four years which will 
hopefully help the population 
recover,” Robinson said.

 Sage grouse management 
in North Dakota and the entire 
range of 11 western states is a 
collaborative effort, Robinson 
said. “We manage this species 
as a group and make decisions 
based on scientific information, 
ultimately to maintain an iconic 
western species for future gen-


