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W M C  -  I N D U S T R Y 
WA R N E D  O V E R  U N I N -
TENDED CONSEQUENCES 
OF CHANGES

08 June 2012. FRANCE - 
The global meat industry was 
warned to take a lesson to from 
the decline of the horse slaugh-
ter industry in the US at the 
World Meat Congress in Paris 
last week, writes Chris Harris. 

 Former  congressman 
Charlie Stenholm said that the 
complete decline of the horse 
slaughter industry and the 
closure of slaughterhouses for 
horses led by animal rights 
activists had had severe impli-
cations for animal welfare and 
for the entire horse industry in 
the US. He warned that other 
sectors in the meat industry 
are also at risk from activists 
demanding changes to wel-
fare conditions - “the unin-
tended consequences,” he said. 
 
The closure of horse abattoirs 
had meant that horses were be-
ing transported long distances 
for slaughter in Canada or 
Mexico or they were being left 
to die by owners who could no 
longer care for them, he told the 
World Meat Congress. 

 Mr. Stenholm said the situ-
ation had arisen because of a 
vocal minority, who believed 
horse slaughter was cruel. 
However, he said that the loss 
of the slaughter industry had 
increased the number of cases 
of poor treatment and welfare 
because owners could not af-
ford to either care for the ani-
mals or have them euthanized. 

 
He warned the world meat con-
gress that if animal rights activ-
ists through well-meaning but 
misguided campaigns turned 
on other sectors of the meat 
industry; it could have similar 
detrimental effects on the entire 
industry in some countries. 
 
“It is coming in other areas,” for-
mer congressman Stenholm said. 
 
“We have it in cages for lay-
ers and sow stalls - but what 
should the size of the cage for 
layers be and what should the 
size of the stall be?  We are 
going ahead with it without 
taking a look at the cost of it.” 
 
H e  w a r n e d  t h a t  e x c e s -
sive ill-thought out chang-
es to regulations of how 
animals are produced and 
reared and slaughtered could 
bring problems in produc-
ing food to feed the world. 
 
“If we in the meat industry do 
not come together and do a bet-
ter job of educating consumers 
about what we do and the way 
we are doing it, we face the 
possibility of losing out beef, 
pork and poultry industry,” Mr. 
Stenholm said.

Chris Harris, Editor-in-
Chief

Reprinted with permission

http://www.thepigsite.
c o m / s w i n e n e w s / 2 9 9 6 8 /
wmc-industry-warned-over-
unintended-consequences-
of-changes  http://tinyurl.
com/78btfdr

 STOP THE PROPOSED 
APHIS RULE IN THREE EASY 
STEPS

The Cavalry Group, June 
14, 2012.   Once again, we face a 
fundamental threat to our right 
to animal ownership in the 
United States.  USDA, through 
its bureaucratic agency APHIS, 
is proposing a new regulation 
to require that ALL pet breeders 
who have five or more intact 
females and sell pets outside 
of the area where they were 
bred (i.e. online or at a trade-
show) obtain a USDA license 
and come into compliance 
with the Animal Welfare Act.  
 
That means if you sell even 
ONE animal outside of the 
premises of your breeding 
facility, you will be required 
to spend thousands of dol-
lars complying with the AWA 
and to open your business for 
USDA inspection.   As you 
know, small breeders cannot 
afford these onerous regula-
tory burdens.  MANY small 
American breeding businesses 
will be bankrupted by this rule, 
and MANY American jobs will 
be lost.  We have also engaged 
our attorneys and experts at 
Olsson, Frank, and Weeda to 
provide a legal opinion and 
flowchart for your reference. 
http://tinyurl.com/7mof5hk   
 
THIS RULE MUST BE STOPPED! 
 
The Cavalry Group, a mem-
ber-based organization which 
supports and defends the Con-
stitutional rights of American 
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animal owners, has prepared 
a plan of action to DEFEAT 
THIS RULE.  If you do noth-
ing else, please complete Step 
1, as political pressure from 
Congress will have a HUGE 
effect on the decision made by 
USDA.  Steps 2 and 3, however, 
are also important parts of our 
program.  These easy steps 
should take no more than a few 
minutes of your time and could 
very well save your business! 
 
S t e p  1 :  C o n t a c t 
y o u r  C o n g r e s s m a n 
Congress determines the lev-
els of funding for USDA and 
APHIS.  When a Congress-
man calls, USDA is sure to 
answer.  We need to let OUR 
Congressmen know that we do 
not support this rule, and that 
its passage would cost their dis-
trict JOBS.  The Cavalry Group 
has developed a sample letter 
and contact form to make this 
process as simple as possible. 
Remember it is always best to 
customize your letter and make 
it personal.  Follow this link 
here and TAKE ACTION NOW! 
http://tinyurl.com/7qqdlqn  
 
S t e p  2 :  F i l e  a  C o m -
m e n t  w i t h  U S D A 
APHIS is required by federal 
law to accept and respond to 
any comments about the pro-
posed rule that are submit-
ted.  The Cavalry Group has 
provided an easy to use guide 
to commenting on proposed 
rules.  We need to let the bureau-
crats know how this rule will 
affect our businesses!  Follow 
this link and comment today! 

http://tinyurl.com/7vd9xd5  
 
Step 3: Contact Secretary Vilsack 
Everyone knows 2012 is an 
election year.  We need to let 
the current administration 
know that putting pet breed-
ers out of business is not the 
way to turn this economy 
around!  The Cavalry Group 
has prepared a sample letter 
and contact form to get our 
message to the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Tom Vilsack.  Follow 
this link and send a letter today!  
http://tinyurl.com/82qnr3l 
 
The Cavalry Group believes 
that American citizens have the 
right to raise and sell animals 
without federal agents regu-
larly snooping through their 
property.  If everyone follows 
the above steps and lets their 
elected representatives know 
that we can raise our own 
animals without help from the 
nannies in Washington DC, we 
will DEFEAT this rule and deal 
a major blow to the enemies of 
American agriculture.

 
NSSF Applauds Passage 

of Marksmanship 
Training Support Act
 The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation hailed 
today’s passage by the U.S. 
House of Representatives of 
the Target Practice and Marks-
manship Training Support Act 
(H.R. 3065), which will ensure 
that shooters and hunters have 
high-quality public facilities at 
which to participate in recre-
ational shooting sports and to 

learn about firearms safety.

The bill was included as 
Title XII of the Conservation 
and Economic Growth Act 
(H.R. 2578), which the House 
passed late this afternoon by a 
broad bipartisan margin.

Sponsored by Rep. Heath 
Schuler (D-N.C.), the Target 
Practice and Marksmanship 
Training Support Act amends 
the Pittman-Robertson Act to 
provide state game and fish 
agencies with more flexibil-
ity and discretion to be able 
to utilize Pittman-Robertson 
(Wildlife Restoration Trust 
Fund) funds for the creation, 
enhancement and maintenance 
of public shooting ranges. The 
bill is badly needed to respond 
to a significant decline in re-
cent years of opportunities for 
recreational and competitive 
shooting on public lands.

“This is an important vic-
tory for all sportsmen, target 
shooters and firearms owners, 
as well as for future genera-
tions of participants who will 
need public facilities to enjoy 
the shooting sports,” said Law-
rence G. Keane, senior vice 
president and general counsel 
of NSSF, the trade association 
of the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry.

http://tinyurl.com/7qqdlqn
http://tinyurl.com/7vd9xd5
http://tinyurl.com/82qnr3l
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House Appropriations 
Bill Will Help Hunters 
Access Public Lands 
The U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives Appropriations 
Committee today approved 
the fiscal year 2013 Interior 
and Environment Appropria-
tions bill that includes $7.5 
million to expand and enhance 
access for hunting, fishing and 
recreational shooting on U.S. 
Forest Service and U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management lands. 
Securing this funding has been 
a priority for the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation® 
(NSSF®) along with partner or-
ganizations such as the Boone 
and Crockett Club, NRA, the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation and others.

If included in the final ap-
propriations measure, the fund-
ing will allow the Forest Service 
and BLM to acquire rights-of-
way and other land interests 
from willing-seller landown-
ers to open access to existing 
federal lands for hunting and 
fishing where it is closed or 
significantly restricted.

“The biggest challenge fac-
ing hunters and shooters is 
diminishing access to public 
lands. This important appro-
priations provision addresses 
this challenge head-on, and 
the NSSF is deeply grateful 
to Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Harold Rogers and 
Interior Subcommittee Chair-
man Mike Simpson for cham-
pioning this cause,” said Larry 
Keane, senior vice president 
and general counsel of NSSF, 

the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunting 
and shooting sports industry.

Boone and Crockett Club 
Chairman Bob Model praised 
Chairman Simpson for “his 
longstanding and deep com-
mitment to enhancing hunting 
opportunities on our public 
lands.” 

For the 32 million American 
hunters, anglers and recreation-
al shooters, federal public lands 
are increasingly vital to their 
participation in outdoor sports. 
Nearly half of all hunters, for 
example, pursue their passion 
on public lands. Reduced ac-
cess is repeatedly cited as the 
primary reason that hunters, 
anglers and recreational shoot-
ers stop participating in these 
sports.

A 2004 report to the House 
Committee on Appropriations 
concluded that more than 35 
million acres of BLM and Forest 
Service land have inadequate 
access. Specifically, nearly 2 
million acres (or 10 percent) of 
Forest Service lands in Mon-
tana and 8.4 million acres (or 
29 percent) of BLM lands in the 
Montana/Dakotas region were 
identified as having inadequate 
access. 

Sportsmen and women 
make important contributions 
to both wildlife conservation 
and the nation’s economy. The 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry creates 210,000 jobs 
nationwide, generating an 
economic benefit of nearly $32 
billion annually.

“If ultimately appropriated, 
this public-access funding will 
serve as another weapon in our 
arsenal as we continue to work 
on behalf of our nation’s hunt-
ing and shooting heritage,” said 
Keane.

Google’s Anti-gun Policy
July 2, 2012 By Larry Keane 

Google, a company that should 
know better than to censor the 
flow of online information, has 
chosen to ban search results 
related to firearms and other 
products it deems not “family 
safe” in its Google Shopping 
function. Until recently, gun-
related products appeared just 
like other products in search 
results, giving shoppers a pow-
erful price-comparison tool. But 
not anymore.

Google’s new, anti-gun pol-
icy, announced May 31, assigns 
a family status to all products. 
Products in the “non-family 
safe” or adult categories are 
blocked from Google Shopping 
and include guns, ammunition 
and knives, vehicles, tobacco 
and traffic devices such as radar 
scramblers.

As one blogger said, “Shame 
on Google,” for blocking infor-
mation related to firearms—
a constitutionally-protected 
product and, we might add, a 
product that millions of Ameri-
cans rely on to protect their 
families.

NSSF is attempting to reach 
Google to urge the company 
to reconsider this discrimina-
tory policy that is hostile to the 

http://www.google.com/shopping
http://support.google.com/adwordspolicy/bin/answer.py?answer=69787
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Second Amendment. We also 
plan to remind the company 
and emphasize that firearms 
cannot be purchased online 
and be transferred directly to 
the purchaser. A firearm that 
is purchased online must be 
physically sent from one federal 
firearms licensee to another, 
with the latter conducting the 
mandatory FBI background 
check on the purchaser (rep-
resented in person) and then 
transferring the firearm only 
after the purchaser has passed 
background check.

The company’s new, anti-
gun policy has rightly caused 
firearms owners to reconsider 
having Google be their search 
engine of choice. According to 
reports, the search engine Bing.
com, for example, currently 
does not block firearms from 
appearing in shopping results.

Though Google Shopping 
works to aid commerce by 
making it easy to research 
products and pricing, Google’s 
new policy raises barriers to 
one of the country’s strongest 
economic trends—the robust 
sales of firearms and ammuni-
tion, one of the true bright spots 
in the U.S. economy. Firearms 
and ammunition sales are at 
all-time highs, accounting for 
a 30.6 percent increase in jobs 
from 2008 through 2011 and 
an overall economic impact of 
nearly $32 billion to the nation.

Google’s restrictive policy 
comes at a time when retail-
ers and other online informa-
tion resources have increased 
their content about firearms 

because of consumer demand. 
Fortunately, consumers have 
other online services to turn 
to instead of Google for their 
firearms information.

We all know the censor-
ship challenges Google has 
faced in China and other coun-
tries hostile toward freedom of 
speech, just as we know of the 
company’s admirable efforts 
to overcome those challenges. 
The question arises: How can 
a company that supports the 
First Amendment with such 
zeal be so hostile to the Second 
Amendment?

http://dailycaller.com/2012/06/29/google-bans-gun-sales-on-us-shopping-center/
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State News

ARKANSAS

PRoPoSed eARly 
MiGRAToRy biRd 

SeASoNS PReSeNTed 
To coMMiSSioN
 
 STUTTGART – Commis-

sioners with the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission 
last week discussed dove sea-
son, the unofficial opening of 
Arkansas’s fall hunting season, 
at its monthly meeting in Stutt-
gart. Early-season migratory 
game-bird season selections 
must be reported to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service by 
Aug. 1. Approval for the early 
seasons will take place during 
the Commission’s July meet-
ing. Changes from last season 
are minor. 

 
Mourning Dove and Eur-

asian Collared Dove 
 Sept. 1-Oct. 25 and Dec. 

26-Jan. 9 
 
Teal Season 
 Sept. 8-23 

Rail Season 
 Sept. 8-Nov. 16 
 
Woodcock Season 
 Nov. 3-Dec. 17 
 
Common Snipe Season 
 Nov. 1-Feb. 15 

 
Purple Gallinule and Com-

mon Moorhen Season 
 Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
 
Early Canada Goose Season 
 Sept. 1-15 
 
Northwest Canada Goose 

Zone Season 
 Sept. 22-Oct. 1 
 
 During Wednesday’s com-

mittee meetings, late migratory 
bird regulation proposals, in-
cluding potential WMA regula-
tion changes, were discussed. 
The Regulations Committee 
accepted the recommendations 
of AGFC staff to discontinue 
existing regulation exceptions 
that had allowed leaving de-
coys overnight and the individ-
ual maintenance of waterfowl 
openings on Big Lake, St. Fran-
cis Sunken Lands and Dave 
Donaldson Black River WMAs, 
as well as the use of permanent 
hunting blinds on Big Lake 
and St. Francis Sunken Lands 
WMAs. These recommenda-
tions will receive additional 
Commission discussion at the 
July Commission meeting with 
any final regulation change pro-
posals being made available for 
public review and input prior 
to final Commission approval 
at the August meeting. 

 In other business, the Com-
mission: 

 *Approved policy revisions 

for the agency’s state record 
fish. 

 *Approved a list of Com-
mission committees and chair-
men for the coming fiscal year. 

 *Approved the AGFC bud-
get for fiscal year 2012-13, total-
ing $72,950,869. 

 *Approved a budget in-
crease of $90,349 for purchase 
of office furniture, temporary 
rent and moving expenses for 
the new AGFC Jonesboro Re-
gional Office. 

 *Elected Ron Pierce of 
Mountain Home chairman 
of the Commission to replace 
George Dunklin Jr. Dunklin’s 
term on the Commission ends 
June 30. Rick Watkins of Little 
Rock was elected vice chair-
man. 

 *Passed a minute order 
requesting that AGFC Direc-
tor Loren Hitchcock postpone 
his June 30 retirement effective 
date and continue as the agency 
director until the search and 
hiring process for a new direc-
tor has been completed. 

NATioNAl SuRvey 
To exPloRe dove 

huNTeRS’ oPiNioNS 
  An upcoming survey will 

ask dove hunters across the 
United States to share their ex-
periences and opinions about 
dove hunting. Topics will in-
clude time spent hunting, de-
mographics, constraints to 
hunting, and thoughts about 
potential effects of spent lead 
from hunting ammunition on 
mourning doves and other 
wildlife. The survey is a coop-
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erative effort by the state fish 
and wildlife agencies, all four 
flyway councils, and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 “We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” said 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the Service’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The FWS and the 
states want to make sure we use 
the best science-based informa-
tion for the management and 
conservation of our migratory 
bird resources.” 

 There are more than 1 mil-
lion dove hunters national-
ly, with seasons in 40 states. 
“We’re surveying dove hunters 
in every state that has a dove 
season so they can give us their 
opinions on a variety of topics,” 
Richkus said. “This approach 
will give us an excellent pic-
ture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region, and nationwide.” 

 The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year. 

 “We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 
added. “Their answers are very 
important, and we appreciate 
their efforts to tell us what they 
think.” 

cAliFoRNiA
dFG coMPleTeS 
2012 WATeRFoWl 

bReediNG 
PoPulATioN SuRvey

June 26, 2012 
Contacts:
Melanie Weaver, DFG Wild-

life Branch, (916) 445-3717
Dana Michaels, DFG Com-

munications, (916) 322-2420 
Mallard drake landing at Colu-
sa National Wildlife Refuge. 
Mike Peters photo

The Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) has completed 
its 2012 waterfowl breeding 
population survey. The results 
show that although the over-
all number of breeding ducks 
decreased, the number of mal-
lards – the most abundant duck 
in the survey – increased 21 
percent since last year.

“Surveys indicated an in-
crease in mallard abundance 
and habitat conditions were 
good in most of northeastern 
California and good through-
out the Central Valley, so we 
expect above-average produc-
tion for all waterfowl species,” 
said DFG Waterfowl Program 
Biologist Melanie Weaver.

The total number of ducks 
(all species combined) de-
creased from 558,600 last year 
to 524,500 this year. The de-
cline was attributed to lower 
numbers of gadwall and cin-
namon teal. This estimate is 11 
percent below the long-term 
average. The breeding popu-
lation of mallards increased 
from 314,700 in 2011 to 381,900 

this year. Mallard numbers are 
above their long-term average.

DFG biologists and pilots 
have conducted this annual 
survey using fixed-wing air-
craft since 1955. The survey 
covers most of the suitable 
waterfowl nesting habitat in 
the state, including wetland 
and agricultural habitats in 
northeastern California, the 
Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin 
Valley, Suisun Marsh, Napa-
Sonoma Marshes, the Delta and 
some foothill areas.

Most of California’s winter-
ing duck population originates 
from breeding areas surveyed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in Alaska 
and Canada, and the results 
of those surveys should be 
available in July. DFG survey 
information, along with similar 
data from other Pacific Flyway 
states, is used by the USFWS 
when setting hunting season 
frameworks for regulations in 
California and other Pacific 
Flyway states.

The Federal regulation 
frameworks specify the earliest 
and latest permissible hunting 
dates, maximum season lengths 
and maximum bag limits. Once 
DFG receives the USFWS esti-
mates and the frameworks for 
waterfowl hunting regulations 
from the USFWS, DFG will 
make a recommendation to the 
Fish and Game Commission 
(FGC) regarding this year ’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations. 
The FGC traditionally sets wa-
terfowl hunting regulations at 
their August meeting.
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coloRAdo
SAGe-GRouSe 

uPdATe, heRd PlANS 
oN TAP FoR PWc 

 The Parks and Wildlife 
Commission will hear a series 
of presentations on the status 
of sage-grouse and receive 
several big game herd manage-
ment plan updates during its 
monthly meeting in Craig. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Holiday Inn & Suites on 
Highway 13 in Craig, starting 
on June 7 at 1 p.m.. It is sched-
uled to adjourn for the evening 
and resume on Friday, June 8 at 
8:30 a.m., concluding at noon.

During the meeting, com-
missioners will receive presen-
tations on the status of conser-
vation efforts for the greater 
sage-grouse in northwestern 
Colorado, the Gunnison sage-
grouse in western Colorado 
and the lesser prairie chicken 
in southeastern Colorado. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is facing a September 
31, 2012 deadline for issuing 
a proposed rule designating 
the Gunnison sage-grouse and 
lesser prairie chicken as endan-
gered or threatened species, or 
determining that the species do 
not warrant federal endangered 
species protection. If the Fish 
and Wildlife Service decides to 
list either bird, it will propose 
to designate critical habitat at 
that time.

The federal agency is re-
quired to make a similar deci-
sion on greater sage-grouse by 
September 2015. 

On Friday, Commissioners 
will also get their first look at 
proposed herd management 
plans for the Elevenmile elk 
herd, the Hugo, Thatcher and 
Yoder pronghorn herds and the 
Poudre-Rawah Rocky Moun-
tain Bighorn Sheep herd. 

The Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission is a 
14-member board, appointed 
by the governor, which sets 
regulations and policies for 
Colorado’s state parks wildlife 
programs. To view the com-
plete agenda for the June Parks 
and Wildlife Commission meet-
ing, please see the Commission 
web page: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/ParksWildlifeCommis-
sion/Archives/2012/Pages/
June7-8_2012.aspx.

The Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission meets 
monthly and travels to commu-
nities around the state to facili-
tate public participation in its 
processes. The commission will 
travel to Sterling, Gunnison, 
Glenwood Springs, Durango, 
Yuma and Colorado Springs 
during the remainder of 2012. 

Members of the public who 
are unable to attend Parks and 
Wildlife Commission meetings 
or workshops can listen to the 
proceedings through an Inter-
net link. The commission pro-
vides this opportunity to keep 
constituents better informed 
about the development of regu-
lations and how it is working 
with Parks and Wildlife staff 
to guide the management of 
parks, wildlife and outdoor 
recreation programs.

To access the live audio feed 

during the meeting, click on the 
“listen to live audio” link at the 
bottom of the commission web-
page at: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/ParksWildlifeCommis-
sion/Pages/Commission.aspx.

FloRidA
JoiN The dove club

Outta’ the Woods
Monday, July 02, 2012
Media contact: Tony Young
To me, the best part about 

hunting is not harvesting game 
– but spending quality time 
outdoors with friends and fam-
ily. One of the best ways to do 
that is through dove hunting, 
which is one reason why great 
dove hunts are in such high de-
mand but often difficult to find.

That’s why the FWC created 
its Special-Opportunity Dove 
Club Program – to offer hunters 
the chance of experiencing ex-
ceptional dove hunting on the 
state’s best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable 
one adult and one youth (under 
age 16) to hunt all scheduled 
dates for the dove field of their 
choice. Permits cost $150 and 
enable both hunters to take a 
daily bag limit of birds each. 
There are eight hunts on all but 
one of the selected dove fields 
(Caravelle Ranch has six), and 
all hunts are from noon until 
sunset and take place on Satur-
days, starting Oct. 6 and ending 
Jan. 5.

Last year, 1,421 birds were 
harvested from six fields. This 
coming season, there again will 
be six special-opportunity dove 
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fields scattered throughout the 
state from which to choose.

One of the fields is on Al-
lapattah Flats Public Small-
Game Hunting Area (PSGHA) 
in Martin County, east of Lake 
Okeechobee. Thirteen Dove 
Club permits are available for 
the 100-acre field. Participants 
last year took an average of 
nearly six birds per hunter, per 
day, harvesting 601 birds!

North Newberry PSGHA, in 
Alachua County, has 15 Dove 
Club permits on its 40 acres. 
That field produced 135 doves 
for nearly a two-birds-per-
hunter, per-day average.

Another field, Caravelle 
Ranch in Putnam County, has 
a 200-acre dove field with 30 
Dove Club permits available. 
Last season, 73 doves were 
harvested there.

The dove field on Hilochee 
Wildlife Management Area, in 
Lake County, has 15 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt its 58 
acres. Hunters there last season 
took 107 doves.

Frog Pond North PSGHA in 
Miami-Dade County has been a 
top producer in past years, and 
201 birds were taken there last 
season, for nearly a two-birds-
per-hunter, per-day average. 
Fifteen Dove Club permits are 
available to hunt its 50 acres.

The remaining special-op-
portunity dove field is Koon 
Farm in Lafayette County. 
There will be 13 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt on its 
40 acres. Hunters took 304 birds 
there last season for nearly a 
five-birds-per-hunter, per-day 
average.

Dove Club permits will be 
issued by random drawing dur-
ing Phase I. That application 
period runs through July 11.

After obtaining the correct 
application worksheet by going 
to MyFWC.com/License and 
clicking on “Limited Entry/
Quota Hunts,” you can apply 
for these season passes by fill-
ing out a single worksheet (with 
up to five dove field choices) 
and turning it in at any county 
tax collector’s office, license 
agent or by going online to 
License.MyFWC.com. Dur-
ing Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for only one 
dove field.

If you are successful in 
getting drawn, you must pick 
up and pay for your Dove 
Club permit at any of the same 
places mentioned above by 
July 31. Check for drawing 
results in mid-July at MyFWC.
com/License, again by clicking 
“Limited Entry/Quota Hunts.” 
Any applicant who provides an 
email address will be notified 
by the FWC by email if drawn.

Brochures on each of these 
areas are available online at 
MyFWC.com/Dove. Also at 
that Web address, beginning 
in late September, hunters will 
be able to find the most up-
to-date information on these 
six special-opportunity dove 
fields, as well as Florida’s other 
public dove fields. The website 
is updated every Thursday 
throughout dove season. Infor-
mation includes dove densities, 
previous weeks’ harvests and 
field conditions.

So if you’d like to join the 
FWC’s Dove Club, you need 
to try to do so in July. Remem-
ber to introduce someone new 
to hunting when you can. As 
always, have fun, hunt safely 
and ethically, and we’ll see you 
in the woods!

GeoRGiA
APPly FoR GeoRGiA 
QuoTA huNTS NoW

Beginning June 1, Georgia 
Wildlife Resources Division 
will accept online applications 
for public quota hunts includ-
ing deer, alligator, waterfowl, 
dove and many others. The 
newly redesigned system now 
allows sportsmen and women 
of all ages to apply electroni-
cally for quota hunts including 
Adult/Child specialty hunts. 

“The new system offers 
much improved service and 
convenience for our hunters,” 
says John Bowers, assistant 
chief of Game Management. 
“For example, youth applying 
for an Adult/Child hunt will 
no longer have to complete a 
paper application, mail it in 
and wonder if it was received. 
We’ve completely eliminated 
the paper. All applicants receive 
an immediate confirmation that 
their application was submitted 
and subsequent notifications 
via email.” 

Bowers notes that all ap-
plicants MUST create an online 
account on the new system be-
fore applying for an upcoming 
hunt – even if they have applied 
for hunts for years prior. Hunt-
ers will be selected solely from 
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online applications. Some quota 
hunters have already created 
accounts when they applied for 
the 2012 turkey season; how-
ever, most people will have to 
create a new account. 

New System Highlights 
* First Step: Visit the website 

www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/quota. Then click on 
“Access the NEW Quota Hunt 
System!” Read all instructions 
in the “About” tab, which 
contains critical information 
for successfully creating an 
account and completing your 
application. 

* New Opportunities: The 
new quota hunt system now 
allows hunters to apply for spe-
cial hunting opportunities, in-
cluding all Adult/Child hunts. 
ONLY children (17 and under) 
should apply for Adult/Child 
hunts. Supervising adults must 
be present at the hunt. 

* Be Accurate: Quota hunt 
applicants must enter their So-
cial Security Number correctly 
when creating their account. 
This ensures the transfer of any 
priority points from previous 
seasons to the new account. 

* Tip: Make sure your email 
address is current and correct 
so that you can receive quota 
updates, confirmations and any 
notices about quota hunts. 

Application deadlines vary 
depending on hunt type. The 
first deadlines are July 31 for 
Alligator, August 15 for Dove, 
including Adult/Child, and 
September 1 for all types of 
Deer Hunts, including Adult/
Child.

To be sure to get your ap-
plication in on time, check the 
complete deadline list located 
at www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/quota. 

Upon completion of the se-
lection process, applicants will 
receive a notification e-mail and 
also will be able to login to their 
accounts to view their updated 
status. 

For more information, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/quota, email Brandon.
anderson@dnr.state.ga.us or 
call 770-761-3045. 

ioWA
PoPulAR youTh 
huNTiNG eveNT 

TuRNS 20
The 20th year of Iowa’s 

youth hunter education chal-
lenge (YHEC) wrapped up on 
June 10, with 68 kids ages 12 
to 18 participating in the eight 
station competition. 

The event has changed little 
competition-wise during its 
two decades. The format has 
remained the same. The set 
up has been pretty consistent. 
About the only thing that has 
changed are the competitors 
and the event location.

“We moved from the 4H 
camp at Madrid to Wesley 
Woods three years ago and 
that has provided us a better 
layout to set up the stations 
and allows us to go through 
the course much faster,” said 
Donise Grygierczyk, who co-
ordinates the challenge for the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Youth from all over Iowa 
compete as part of a team 
in four shooting events and 
four non-shooting events. The 
events include the Hunter Re-
sponsibility Exam; the Hunter 
Safety Trail Challenge that 
simulates hunting and includes 
the ‘dos and don’ts’ of fire-
arm safety and shoot/don’t 
shoot situations; the Hunting 
Shotgun Challenge, including 
shooting at clay and/or life-size 
targets. 

Other events include the 
Light Hunting Rifle Challenge; 
the Hunting/Wildlife Iden-
tification Challenge to iden-
tify animals, tracks, or wildlife 
signs without an identification 
book; the Hunting Orienteering 
Skills Challenge covering map 
and compass skills; the Hunt-
ing Muzzleloader Challenge 
taking shots at life-sized targets 
at varying distances and posi-
tions; and the Hunting Archery 
Challenge requiring shots at 
life-size game targets. 

Each event is scored. Teams 
compete against each other in 
each event and for the overall 
competition. Hunter education 
instructors are encouraged to 
put a team together and coach 
their participants. 

It takes nearly as many vol-
unteers as competitors to put on 
the event and over the 20 years, 
five volunteers have seen each 
and every competition: Bill 
Shipley, of Birmingham, Craig 
Glosser, of Batavia, John Sears, 
of Ottumwa, Loren Zaruba, of 
Charlotte, and Dean Ross, of 
Jefferson.

“We couldn’t do this with-
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out the volunteers,” Grygierc-
zyk said. “They are the reason 
this event has been successful 
and around for 20 years.”

Iowa will have a team en-
tered in the 2013 International 
YHEC in Raton, N.M. The team 
from Eddyville will be rais-
ing money to offset the $8,000 
needed for the competition.

Iowa YHEC is co-sponsored 
by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, Iowa State 
University Extension Wildlife 
Programs, National Rifle Asso-
ciation and the Iowa 4-H Safety 
and Education in Shooting 
Sports program. 

The 2013 Iowa YHEC is 
scheduled for June 7-9, at Wes-
ley Woods, near Indianola.

2012 PheASANT 
NeSTiNG ouTlooK

The mild winter and warm 
spring should give a much 
needed boost to Iowa’s pheas-
ant population. 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources’ nesting 
forecast, that plugs current 
weather conditions into a mod-
el with 50 years of correspond-
ing data, predicts that Iowa’s 
pheasant population will in-
crease by more than 40 percent. 

“We should see our first 
statewide pheasant increase in 
more than six years,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa DNR. 

“This is the best combi-
nation of winter and spring 
weather we’ve seen for ground 
nesting birds since 2003. Over 

the last 50 years we’ve seen sim-
ilar weather conditions to this 
past winter and spring about 
six times and the average in-
crease in pheasant populations 
those years was 42 percent.”

Bogenschutz said this mod-
el is correct about 80 percent of 
the time. 

“The August roadside sur-
vey is the best gauge of what 
upland populations will be 
this fall,” he said. The DNR 
will post its August roadside 
numbers on the DNR webpage 
www.iowadnr.gov around Sep-
tember 15. 

The favorable spring will 
allow upland bird populations 
to expand and reoccupy avail-
able grassland habitats where 
they have been depleted over 
the last five severe winters, said 
Bogenschutz. 

Unfortunately Iowa has 
seen a significant drop in gen-
eral CRP habitat falling from 
1.97 million acres in 2007 to 1.66 
million acres last fall. However, 
Iowa has not faired as bad as 
other states like Minnesota and 
the Dakotas where CRP loses 
have been even greater. 

Iowa has also had a couple 
of very successful continuous 
CRP sign-ups and just submit-
ted a new proposal to USDA 
targeted at recovering pheasant 
populations in Iowa. USDA 
will also roll out a new highly 
erodible lands continuous CRP 
program this summer and Iowa 
should be very competitive 
with these acres. If approved 
both of these continuous CRP 
practices should help recovery 
pheasant populations.

Public coMMeNTS 
SouGhT oN 
PRoPoSed 

chANGeS To 
deeR, WATeRFoWl, 

FuRbeAReR SeASoNS
Public comment is being 

sought through May 23 on 
changes to Iowa’s waterfowl, 
deer and furbearer seasons, ap-
proved recently by the Natural 
Resource Commission. A public 
hearing to discuss the changes 
and accept comments will be 
held at 1 p.m. May 23 on the 4th 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building in Des Moines. 

The proposed waterfowl 
changes include a three-zone, 
two-season split, with the Mis-
souri River zone as the new 
third zone. The change would 
also reduce the Canada goose 
zone boundaries and allow 
landowners and their families 
to have the opportunity to 
hunt their own land within the 
closed zone. 

Proposed resident deer 
hunting changes include re-
ducing the county antlerless 
quotas by 13,000 in 20 counties, 
eliminating the November ant-
lerless deer season, shortening 
the January antlerless season by 
one week and limiting hunters 
who obtain an early muzzle-
loader license from obtaining 
an antlerless license during ei-
ther of the two shotgun seasons.

Proposed furbearer changes 
include increasing the bobcat 
quota from 350 to 450 and the 
river otter quota from 650 to 
850. 


