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members will ensure that the 
Championship is a quality 
event.”

The Championship stakes 
are open to all AKC-regis-
tered pointing breeds that have 
earned an AKC Field Champi-
onship or Amateur Field Cham-
pionship title, or any dog that, 
during the period of one year 
prior to the closing date of the 
trial, has placed first, second 
or third in any AKC Gun Dog 
stake (Open or Amateur) with 
at least 8, 13 or 18 starters re-
spectively.

In honor of the 20th run-
ning of the Championship, a 
30-minute single series Open 
Derby Stake will be held. There 
are no special qualifications for 
dogs entered in the Open Derby 
stake.

The Non-Retrieving Cham-
pionship will consist of a one-
hour single series. The Retriev-
ing Championship will again 
be a two series event. The first 
will be 30 minutes, retrieving 
on course. Dogs will be called 
back at the judge’s discretion 
for the second series, which will 
consist of 45 minutes retrieving 
on course.

“The Nebraska Field Trial 
Association is proud to host the 
AKC Gun Dog Championship,” 
said Field Trial Chairman Joe 
Fingerlin. “We are pleased that 
so many dedicated owners and 
handlers come to participate. 
The funds raised from the event 
will help us make the Branched 
Oak grounds even better.”

Major sponsors of the 2012 

AKC Pointing Breed Gun Dog 
Championship include Ca-
bela’s, the official outfitter of 
the AKC Pointing Breed Gun 
Dog Championship; Purina, 
the official dog food sponsor; 
Tri-Tronics Inc.; Eukanuba Pet 
Food Company; and Sport-
DOG.

Additional details, includ-
ing the premium list, will be 
posted on akc.org as they be-
come available.

Posting for AKC COO 
Position

Due to the upcoming re-
tirement of the incumbent, a 
search has been launched for a 
Chief Operating Officer for the 
American Kennel Club.

Based in Raleigh, North 
Carolina and reporting to the 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, the COO will oversee an 
organization of approximately 
240 employees. The successful 
candidate will be an entrepre-
neurial business executive with 
10 or more years documented 
leadership experience in a 
corporate environment. She / 
he will have had multi-million 
dollar budgetary responsibility 
managing a team of at least 100 
people in an operational setting. 
Required skills include a solid 
understanding of processes 
and IT, as well as the ability to 
apply sound management prin-
ciples in a diverse environment. 
Outstanding people skills, the 
ability to integrate multiple 
departments and the analytical 
ability to identify actionable op-

portunities a must.

In-depth knowledge of and 
experience in the sport of pure-
bred dogs in such capacities 
as Delegate, judge, exhibitor, 
or other active participant is a 
huge plus. A four year degree is 
a must; an advanced degree is a 
plus. All responses will be kept 
confidential. Email resume and 
a cover letter detailing any rel-
evant experience in the sport to:

Sue Goldberg, Principal

The Brandon Group – Ex-
ecutive Search Worldwide

Email: brandongroup@aol.
com
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

AVMA-funded FFA grant 
scholarship awarded to 

aspiring veterinarian 
from Washington, Kansas

 

The National FFA Organiza-
tion awarded a $1,000 American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) scholarship to Amber-
lea Hansen of Yacolt, Wash.

AVMA sponsors scholar-
ships for aspiring veterinarians 
through the FFA every year.  
Studying pre-veterinary medi-
cine classes at Kansas State Uni-
versity as a freshman, Hansen 
hopes to get into the school’s 
veterinary school after earning 
her undergraduate degree.  She 
is interested in practicing large 
animal veterinary medicine.

“I was very excited to learn 
that I had received this schol-
arship,” Hansen says. “This 
scholarship will help me to pur-
sue my lifelong dream to be a 
veterinarian.  When I graduate 
from veterinary school, it’s my 
plan to practice large animal 
veterinary medicine in Wyo-
ming and Washington, where 
I’m from.  I’d really like to 
specialize in sheep and cattle.”

Ms. Hansen was one of 
three recipients chosen for the 
AVMA $1,000 scholarship from 
8,050 applicants from across 
the country who applied for 
FFA scholarships. Selections 
were based on the applicant’s 

academic record, FFA and other 
school and community activi-
ties, supervised agricultural ex-
perience program in agricultur-
al education and future goals.    

Hansen says that she was 
inspired to become a large-an-
imal veterinarian through her 
childhood in Kasper, Wyoming 
and Washington State.  She’s 
been interested in the field since 
elementary school and has 
even volunteered at veterinary 
clinics to learn more about the 
profession.

For more information about 
the AVMA and its programs, 
please visit www.avma.org.

Hartsdale Pet Cemetery 
Snaps To Attention To 
Honor “Soldiers’ Best 
Friends” on Sunday 

The Hartsdale Pet Cem-
etery hosts its annual War 
Dog Memorial Celebration 
on Sunday, June 10 at 1 p.m. 
with ceremonies to remem-
ber the service and sacrifices 
made by thousands of mili-
tary canines and all pets that 
have served humanity includ-
ing Seeing Eye dogs, therapy 
dogs and police and fire dogs. 
The ceremony begins at 1 p.m. 
and includes a wreath laying 
at the historic 1923 War Dog 
Memorial, which honors the 
7,000 four-legged veterans 

that served in World War I.The 
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery (www.
petcem.com <http://www.
petcem.com/>) is located at 75 
Central Park Avenue.The pub-
lic is invited to the memorial 
event at Hartsdale, the first pet 
cemetery in America and the 
oldest continuously operated 
animal burial ground in the 
world.

NSSF to Intervene in 
Latest Lawsuit Against 

Traditional Ammunition
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms and 
ammunition industry, will file 
to intervene in the frivolous 
lawsuit brought today by the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
and six other groups to pres-
sure the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to ban traditional 
ammunition containing lead 
components.

The EPA already has twice 
denied petitions filed by CBD 
to ban traditional ammunition, 
noting correctly that it does not 
have the authority to regulate 
traditional ammunition under 
the Toxic Substances Control 
Act. 

“This is a frivolous lawsuit 
clear and simple,” said Law-
rence G. Keane, senior vice 
president and general counsel 
for NSSF. “There is no sound 
science that shows the use of 
traditional ammunition has 
harmed wildlife populations 
or that it presents a health risk 
to humans who consume game 

http://www.avma.org/
http://www.petcem.com
http://www.petcem.com
http://www.petcem.com/
http://www.petcem.com/
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taken with such ammunition.”

To d a y  C o n g re s s i o n a l 
Sportsmen’s Caucus co-chair-
men Senators Jon Tester (D-MT) 
and John Thune (R-SD) filed 
an amendment to the Farm 
Bill that contains a number of 
sportsmen’s priorities includ-
ing legislation that has already 
been passed by the House of 
Representatives to exempt 
traditional ammunition from 
being regulated by EPA under 
the Toxic Substances Control 
Act. Exempting traditional am-
munition from EPA jurisdiction 
is supported by 35 national 
conservation and sportsmen’s 
groups and also the Fraternal 
Order of Police because a ban 
on traditional ammunition 
would apply to law enforce-
ment and the U.S. military.

According to CBD, others 
joining its lawsuit were the 
Cascades Raptor Center of Or-
egon, the Loon Lake Loon Asso-
ciation of Washington, Preserve 
Our Wildlife of Florida, Ten-
nessee Ornithological Society, 
Trumpeter Swan Society and 
Western Nebraska Resources 
Council.

Senators Tester and 
Thune Introduce Vitally 
Important Sportsmen’s 

Act Amendment 
 Sens. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) 

and John Thune (R-S.D.) have 
filed an historic package of 
sportsmen’s bills as an amend-
ment to the 2012 Farm Bill that 
includes NSSF’s top legislative 

priority, the Hunting, Fishing 
and Recreational Shooting Pro-
tection Act, which would clarify 
that ammunition is excluded 
from regulation by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency un-
der the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act. Anti-hunting groups 
led by the Center for Biological 
Diversity are suing the EPA to 
force a ban on traditional am-
munition made with lead com-
ponents that would devastate 
hunting and shooting sports 
participation and conservation 
funding.

Championed by the bipar-
tisan senate co-chairs of the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Caucus, the package has the 
strong support of NSSF and 
partner organizations such 
as the NRA, Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation, the 
Boone and Crockett Club and 
numerous other sportsmen and 
conservation groups. Compris-
ing 16 separate pieces of legisla-
tion, the package includes the 
vast majority of the firearms 
and ammunition industry’s 
legislative priorities for the 
112th Congress. A similar but 
less extensive package of bills-
-the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act 
of 2012 (H.R. 4089)--was passed 
by the House in April by a bi-
partisan vote of 276 to 146.

“Senators Tester and Thune 
are to be commended for their 
leadership and willingness to 
reach across the aisle to co-
sponsor this important amend-
ment containing so many prior-
ity items for hunters and shoot-
ers,” said NSSF Senior Vice 

President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “Passage 
of this unprecedented legisla-
tion will protect and defend 
our nation’s hunting, shooting 
and conservation heritage for 
generations to come.”

Priority Provisions of the 
Sportsmen’s Act of 2012

The Hunting, Fishing and 
Recreational Shooting Protec-
tion Act: Specifically excludes 
ammunition and fishing tackle 
from the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act, preventing unneces-
sary regulations that could 
devastate hunting, shooting, 
conservation funding and the 
firearm and ammunition in-
dustries.

Making Public Lands Pub-
lic: Requires that the 1.5 per-
cent of annual Land and Water 
Conservation Fund funding is 
made available to secure public 
access to federal public land 
for hunting, fishing and other 
recreational purposes.

Target Practice and Marks-
manship Training Support 
Act: Makes Pittman-Robertson 
funds available to states for a 
longer period of time for the 
creation and maintenance of 
shooting ranges. The bill en-
courages federal land agencies 
to cooperate with state and 
local authorities to maintain 
shooting ranges and limits li-
ability for these agencies.

Polar Bear Conservation 
and Fairness Act: Allows for 
the Secretary of the Interior to 
authorize permits for re-im-
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portation of legally harvested 
polar bears from approved 
populations in Canada before 
the 2008 ban.

Recreational Lands Self 
Defense Act: Prohibits the Sec-
retary of the Army from enforc-
ing any regulation that keeps 
an individual from possessing 
firearms in Army Corps of 
Engineer Water Resource De-
velopment projects or facilities.

· VIOLENT CRIME DE-
CLINES AGAIN . . . Prelimi-
nary crime statistics for 2011 
released today by the FBI 
show a 4 percent decrease 
in violent crime--a continua-
tion of a long-term downward 
trend nationwide. The report 
highlights that all four violent 
crime categories--murder and 
nonnegligent manslaughter, 
forcible rape, robbery and ag-
gravated assault--declined in 
the country’s four major geo-
graphical regions and in all city 
population groups. The report 
also noted that violent crime 
decreased both in metropolitan 
and nonmetropolitan counties. 
The continuing decrease in 
violent crime comes at a time 
when firearms ownership has 
increased across America, a 
fact that utterly contradicts the 
mantra of anti-gun groups that 
more guns equals more crime. 
“Every firearms owner should 
be armed with this informa-
tion,” said NSSF President and 
CEO Steve Sanetti

Two States Added to 
Award-Winning Hunting 

Works for America 
Franchise

Coinciding with the 75th 
anniversary of the Pittman-
Robertson Federal Aid in Wild-
life Restoration Act, two new 
states have been added to the 
award-winning Hunting Works 
for America (HWFA) program.  
The two new HWFA state 
chapters are Iowa and Missouri 
and are welcome additions to 
the existing state chapters in 
Arizona, Minnesota and North 
Dakota.

Hunting Works for Iowa 
launched in Des Moines on 
April 25 with a broad group 
of local and regional leaders 
representing Iowa chambers 
of commerce, convention and 
visitors bureaus, sporting or-
ganizations, small businesses 
and retailers by holding a press 
conference in the State Capitol.  
The media event was led by 
Hunting Works for Iowa co-
chairs Jim Henter, president, 
Iowa Retail Federation; Libbey 
Patton, tourism director, Clear 
Lake Chamber of Commerce; 
and small businessman Steve 
Ries, owner of Top Gun Ken-
nels.  The event also received 
support from the Iowa Lt. Gov. 
Kim Reynolds.

Hunting Works for Missouri 
Co-Chair Dan Mehan, presi-
dent and CEO of the Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, speaks to the press in 
Liberty, Mo.

Just one week later, the 
Hunting Works for Missouri 
chapter launched its efforts by 
holding press conferences in 
Springfield and Kansas City 
on May 1 and 2. The May 1 
media event was held at Hunt-
ing Works for Missouri partner 
Bass Pro Shops’ world head-
quarters in Springfield, and 
the May 2 event was held at 
HWFMO partner Rogers Sport-
ing Goods in the Kansas City 
suburb of Liberty.  Speakers for 
the events included Hunting 
Works for Missouri co-chairs 
Dan Mehan, president and 
CEO of the Missouri Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry; 
Shannon Peisert, general man-
ager of Rogers Sporting Goods; 
Brandon Butler, publisher of 
Driftwood Outdoors; Martin 
MacDonald, director of conser-
vation at Bass Pro Shops; Cecil 
Huff, owner of Bucks and Spurs 
Ranch; Sam Ringenberg, Polaris 
brand manager at Clear Creek 
Vehicles; and Springfield City 
Councilman Jeff Seifried, re-
gional development manager at 
the Springfield Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

Hunting Works for America 
is an initiative that was devel-
oped by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation in 2010 to 
forge an alliance between sport-
ing organizations and the many 
businesses and workers whose 
livelihood depends on hunting 
to survive.

We started this program to 
help connect the dots on the 
economics behind hunting.  
Many people simply don’t 

http://www.huntingworksforaz.com/
http://www.huntingworksformn.com/
http://www.huntingworksfornd.com/
http://www.huntingworksfornd.com/
http://www.huntingworksforia.com/
http://pactransfer.com/HWFA/IA/ia_04-25-12/media/HWF-IA-Media-Release.pdf
http://pactransfer.com/HWFA/IA/ia_04-25-12/media/HWF-IA-Media-Release.pdf
http://www.huntingworksformo.com/
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understand the food chain, 
hunter dollars spent on tags 
and licenses fund conservation 
efforts and the Pittman Robert-
son dollars, an 11 percent excise 
tax on hunting equipment is 
used to conserve and restore 
habitat which benefits game 
and non-game species of wild-
life as well as anyone who loves 
the outdoors. And it’s not just 
P-R dollars, hunters contribute 
locally and their spending at 
convenience stores, roadside 
diners, sporting good, hotels, 
hardware and clothing stores 
has an absolutely astounding 
ripple effect on local economies 
and jobs acrossAmerica. The 
grassroots organization Hunt-
ing Works forAmericawill work 
hard get this message out.

Local businesses, organi-
zations and individuals have 
applauded the program and 
its introduction to their states.  
InMissouri, “The Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce is ex-
cited to be a part of Hunting 
Works forMissouri. The Cham-
ber’s mission is to protect and 
advance business and, make no 
mistake, hunting contributes 
a lot to the advancement of so 
many businesses in Missouri,” 
said Dan Mehan, Hunting 
Works For Missouri co-chair-
man and president and CEO of 
the Missouri Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry. “Hunting 
has become an economic engine 
to our state and local econo-
mies. We’re glad that this group 
has formed to highlight the 
positive impact hunting plays 
here in Missouri.”

In Iowa, “Gov. Branstad 
and I are both excited to see a 
group like Hunting Works fo-
rIowacome together.  Every in-
dustry that helpsIowagrow and 
prosper is important to us, and 
make no mistake that includes 
hunting,” said Lt. Governor 
Reynolds. “The economic ben-
efit that hunting brings to our 
state is far too important to be 
overlooked, and we are pleased 
that this group has been formed 
to highlight the economic en-
gine that hunting has become to 
our local and state economies.”

Hunting Works for America 
state chapters now have more 
than 500 member partners that 
will monitor public-policy deci-
sions and weigh in on hunting-
related issues that impact their 
respective local economies, 
including issues impacting jobs 
derived from the sport.  Hunt-
ing Works forAmericachapters 
will serve as a vehicle to fa-
cilitate important public-policy 
dialogue and to tell the story of 
how America’s hunting heri-
tage positively effects conser-
vation, jobs and the economy 
across the United States.

Becoming a member is abso-
lutely free of charge, so please 
visit www.huntingworksforaz.
com,  www.huntingworks-
formn.com, www.hunting-
worksfornd.com, www.hunt-
ingworksforia.com  and www.
huntingworksformo.com to 
learn more about how to be-
come a partner and each state’s 
program, including leadership, 
members, social-media op-
portunities and local hunting 

seasons.

We’d like to offer a special 
thanks to each NSSF member 
who has helped launch all five 
HWFA State Programs and the 
hundreds of nontraditional 
hunting allies who have already 
joined this grassroots program.  
Look for a Hunting Works state 
chapter coming soon to state 
near you.

NSSF-Adjusted NICS 
Background Checks Up 

20.6 Percent
The May 2012 NSSF-adjust-

ed National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System 
(NICS) figure of 840,412 is an 
increase of 20.6 percent over the 
NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 
696,947 in May 2011. For com-
parison, the unadjusted May 
2012 NICS figure of 1,305,392 
reflects a 7.0 percent increase 
from the unadjusted NICS fig-
ure of 1,219,872 in May 2011.

This marks the 24th straight 
month that NSSF-adjusted 
NICS figures have increased 
when compared to the same 
period the previous year.

The adjusted NICS data 
were derived by subtracting 
out NICS purpose code permit 
checks used by several states 
such as Kentucky, Iowa and 
Michigan for CCW permit 
application checks as well as 
checks on active CCW permit 
databases.

Though not a direct correla-
tion to firearms sales, the NSSF-

http://www.huntingworksforaz.com
http://www.huntingworksforaz.com
http://www.huntingworksformn.com
http://www.huntingworksformn.com
http://www.huntingworksfornd.com
http://www.huntingworksfornd.com
http://www.huntingworksforia.com
http://www.huntingworksforia.com
http://www.huntingworksformo.com
http://www.huntingworksformo.com
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adjusted NICS data provide a 
more accurate picture of current 
market conditions. In addition 
to other purposes, NICS is 
used to check transactions of 
firearms sales and transfers on 
new and used handguns and 
long guns.

For additional information 
on NICS or to view a complete 
set of the current monthly 
reports, please visit the NICS 
website.

Questions concerning NSSF-
adjusted NICS data should be 
directed to NSSF at 203-426-
1320 or research@nssf.org. Ad-
ditional research is available 
at nssf.org/research. NSSF 
members may access historical 
monthly NICS data by logging 
in and clicking on “NSSF Indus-
try Research” then “Monthly 
updates of NICS data.

NSSF to Intervene in 
Latest Lawsuit Against 

Traditional Ammunition
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms and 
ammunition industry, will file 
to intervene in the frivolous 
lawsuit brought today by the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
and six other groups to pres-
sure the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to ban traditional 
ammunition containing lead 
components.

The EPA already has twice 
denied petitions filed by CBD 
to ban traditional ammunition, 
noting correctly that it does not 
have the authority to regulate 

traditional ammunition under 
the Toxic Substances Control 
Act. 

“This is a frivolous lawsuit 
clear and simple,” said Law-
rence G. Keane, senior vice 
president and general counsel 
for NSSF. “There is no sound 
science that shows the use of 
traditional ammunition has 
harmed wildlife populations 
or that it presents a health risk 
to humans who consume game 
taken with such ammunition.”

To d a y  C o n g re s s i o n a l 
Sportsmen’s Caucus co-chair-
men Senators Jon Tester (D-MT) 
and John Thune (R-SD) filed 
an amendment to the Farm 
Bill that contains a number of 
sportsmen’s priorities includ-
ing legislation that has already 
been passed by the House of 
Representatives to exempt 
traditional ammunition from 
being regulated by EPA under 
the Toxic Substances Control 
Act. Exempting traditional am-
munition from EPA jurisdiction 
is supported by 35 national 
conservation and sportsmen’s 
groups and also the Fraternal 
Order of Police because a ban 
on traditional ammunition 
would apply to law enforce-
ment and the U.S. military.

According to CBD, others 
joining its lawsuit were the 
Cascades Raptor Center of Or-
egon, the Loon Lake Loon Asso-
ciation of Washington, Preserve 
Our Wildlife of Florida, Ten-
nessee Ornithological Society, 
Trumpeter Swan Society and 
Western Nebraska Resources 
Council.

Learn more about tradi-
tional ammunition.

Free Videos for Schools 
on Firearm Safety and 

Conservation from NSSF®

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation® is offer-
ing schools the opportunity to 
receive--free of charge--edu-
cational videos about firearm 
safety and wildlife conserva-
tion.

The firearm safety videos 
help teach students how to react 
when encountering a firearm in 
an unsupervised situation. The 
conservation titles educate stu-
dents on how wildlife and wild 
lands are protected, and how 
hunters support this effort with 
contributions amounting to 
more than $1 billion annually.

NSSF believes all teachers 
and their students, whether in 
public, private or home schools, 
can benefit from the important 
messages in the videos, which 
are contained on two DVDs. 
Both the Firearm Safety DVD 
and Conservation DVD can be 
ordered online. The three sepa-
rate videos contained on each 
DVD can be previewed online 
as well.

The Firearm Safety DVD 
offers these three videos-
-”McGruff the Crime Dog on 
Gun Safety” for students in 
kindergarten through grade 6, 
“It’s Your Call: Playing It Safe 
Around GunsSM” for students 
in grades 6 through 9 and 
“Firearms Safety Depends on 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics
mailto:research@nssf.org
http://nssf.org/research/
https://www.nssf.org/members/
https://www.nssf.org/members/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018AP3RdHzGWnARHKA0BdW9Fn0y4t5MB4kLd_Nk5R5Vlz0f42TuDIKQu8RsNloxHAtcJv7jJXsWjXtC-_RcUB5T-Uz67Xa9Jnur9i-BiVhItQOpy3-AEowxmWviFFLDpMC9dMBu7upnanO7MlVJSzCd9YMZFCLyBvL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018AP3RdHzGWnARHKA0BdW9Fn0y4t5MB4kLd_Nk5R5Vlz0f42TuDIKQu8RsNloxHAtcJv7jJXsWjXtC-_RcUB5T-Uz67Xa9Jnur9i-BiVhItQOpy3-AEowxmWviFFLDpMC9dMBu7upnanO7MlVJSzCd9YMZFCLyBvL
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YouSM,” which covers the ten 
commandments of gun safety 
and is for audiences of all ages. 
The first two titles help teach 
students how to respond if 
should they encounter a firearm 
in an unsupervised situation at 
school, at home or at a friend’s 
home.

The Conservation DVD 
contains “Wildlife for Tomor-
row®,” which is designed for 
students in grades 4 through 
7, and two other videos, “The 
Unendangered Species®” and 
“What They Say About Hunt-
ingSM,” which are for students 
in grades 7 through 12. “Wild-
life for Tomorrow” and “The 
Unendangered Species” tell 
the story of how game animals 
such as the wild turkey, white-
tailed deer and Rocky Moun-
tain elk were once endangered 
and have been restored to abun-
dance. “What They Say About 
Hunting” takes a close look at 
hunting and its relevance today 
through a pro-and-con debate.

Teachers in more than 
100,000 schools nationwide 
have shown these videos to 
students in their classrooms 
and praised them for handling 
the topics with sensitivity.

Order or preview the free 
videos online at http://www.
nssf.org/education/video.cfm. 

SAOVA UPDATE 
As you know by now, 

APHIS proposes to revise the 
definition of “retail pet store” to 
bring more pet animals sold at 
retail under the Animal Welfare 

Act (AWA) licensing and regu-
lations. APHIS plans to narrow 
the definition of retail pet store 
so that it means a PLACE OF 
BUSINESS OR RESIDENCE 
THAT EACH BUYER PHYSI-
CALLY ENTERS in order to 
personally observe the animals 
available for sale prior to pur-
chase and/or to take custody of 
the animals after purchase. Un-
der the proposed rule no dog or 
other pet animal will be sold at 
retail WITHOUT either public 
or APHIS oversight.  This is the 
critical point.

 WHAT WE KNOW

- For decades pet sellers in 
the retail sector have enjoyed 
immunity from federal licens-
ing under the definition of a 
“retail pet store”.  Historically 
retail sellers were not licensed 
by the federal government due 
to the general ability of the pub-
lic to provide their own scrutiny 
of pet sellers and government 
concerns such as duplicative 
efforts with state or local laws.

- The proposed rule change 
has been circulated in the me-
dia and by HSUS as “closing 
an Internet loophole” in the 
AWA that will bring regulation 
to unscrupulous dog breeders 
who operate in substandard 
conditions. Far from it!! The 
broad scope of the proposed 
rule could bring hundreds of 
thousands of pet retailers and 
rescuers of domestic animals 
under federal regulation.  

- A breeder/seller of any 
species currently covered under 
the “retail pet store” defini-
tion can potentially lose their 

exemption and be required 
to obtain a federal license for 
even occasionally selling sight 
unseen via the Internet.  “Cov-
ered” species includes dogs, 
cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, ham-
sters, gerbils, rats, mice, go-
phers, chinchilla, domestic 
ferrets, domestic farm animals, 
birds.

- The proposed rule would 
require EVERY SINGLE BUY-
ER to physically visit a retailer’s 
premises. Therefore selling 
even one pet OFF PREMISES at 
a show, at a park, or arranged 
location without the buyer 
visiting first, will result in loss 
of an exemption from federal 
licensing. Rescue organizations 
are NOT exempt from this pro-
posed rule.  Selling pets at an 
adoption day event away from 
their base location or travel-
ing to meet potential adopters 
would no longer be permitted 
without a federal license. This 
proposed requirement places 
undue limitations on buyers as 
well as sellers. 

 - Living under USDA li-
censing is NOT an option for 
the average retail seller. Spare 
rooms in homes, porches, cov-
ered kennel runs, and barns can 
never be converted to a USDA-
compliant facility.  Federal en-
gineered standards for licensed 
facilities dictate enclosure sizes, 
sanitation, surfaces that are 
impervious to moisture, ven-
tilation, bio-hazard control, 
veterinary care, exercise, tem-
perature controls, waste dis-
posal systems, diurnal lighting, 
drainage systems, washrooms, 
perimeter fencing, as well as 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ErbQVgAb86duC9lgomad3pVVEa4JK_7FZr1lNSug2MW4TrZw7rY8YpffzpovnaGNUTJ4tHin5KxqrYwx8smQ-wNyQ3YbsbXrLLFTbqpe5FRJ-BSIMbuZfAFX0o0nYjb3utmK4Smxeo8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ErbQVgAb86duC9lgomad3pVVEa4JK_7FZr1lNSug2MW4TrZw7rY8YpffzpovnaGNUTJ4tHin5KxqrYwx8smQ-wNyQ3YbsbXrLLFTbqpe5FRJ-BSIMbuZfAFX0o0nYjb3utmK4Smxeo8=
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transportation standards for 
regulated animals.  Most resi-
dential environments would 
not permit zoning variances for 
such facilities.

- Exemptions from licens-
ing are limited. Breeders of 
cats, dogs, and small exotic 
animals are currently exempt if 
they have 3 or fewer breeding 
females. APHIS proposes to in-
crease this to 4 or fewer breed-
ing females.  However, either 
limit makes it very difficult to 
build a breeding program with-
out constantly moving out or 
spaying older females to make 
room for the next generation.  
To have more than this number 
of breeding females requires a 
license. 

- There is still an exemption 
for sellers who derive less than 
$500 gross income from the sale 
of other animals (this does not 
include dogs, cats, and exotic or 
wild animals).

- The massive expansion of 
regulatory responsibilities into 
the private sector outlined in 
the proposed rule is not only 
impractical but unaffordable 
for an agency that is currently 
addressing serious budget 
challenges. For the past several 
years, APHIS’ budget has been 
shrinking; since 2010 the bud-
get has decreased by roughly 
10 percent. The 2013 submitted 
budget calls for an additional 
decrease of 6.6%.

ACTION REQUIRED

OPPOSE adoption of this 
proposed rule.  APHIS needs 
to hear most from those who 

are likely to be affected by the 
rule. Are you already licensed 
under local or state law and 
would federal regulation be a 
duplicate effort? Explain briefly 
how the rule will impose costs 
on your breeding program and 
activities and whether this will 
cause you to cease or limit your 
hobby or operations. 

Suggested comments are 
available at the SAOVA web-
site http://saova.org/APHIS_
comments.html and can be 
customized.

Submit a separate comment 
for each point you wish to make 
in opposition to the rule. Com-
ment period ends July 16, 2012.

Post  comments at  the 
APHIS portal http://www.
regulations.gov/#!documentD
etail;D=APHIS-2011-0003-0001   
 
Send a copy of your comment 
to Congressman and reference 
Docket No. APHIS-2011-0003

Directory of Represen-
tatives http://www.house.
g o v / r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s /  
Directory of Senators http://
www.senate.gov/general/
contact_information/sena-
tors_cfm.cfm 

ADDITIONAL INFOR-
MATION can be found at 
PIJAC http://tinyurl.com/
cq4qlmv  and at the Cat Fanci-
ers Association http://tinyurl.
com/6ow8qug

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Working to Identify and 
Elect Supportive Legislators

saova@earthlink.nt

 
NSSF Urges Support of 

Traditional Ammunition 
Amendment

Hold Down Military and 

Civilian Ammunition Costs ion 

ACall Your Senators at 202-224-
3121 U.S. Sens. Inhofe and Man-
chin will offer an amendment to 
prevent the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) from ban-
ning traditional ammunition 
containing lead components 
under the Toxic Substance Con-
trol Act (TSCA). This amend-
ment is the same language that 
passed by voice vote en bloc 
in the House Armed Services 
Committee last week.

NSSF asks you to support 
the cost-saving Inhofe-Manchin 
amendment to the FY2013 Na-
tional Defense Authorization 
Act. Preventing a ban on tra-
ditional ammunition will stop 
ammunition costs from sky-
rocketing for not only the U.S. 
military, but also for hunters, 
shooters and law enforcement. 
If hunting and target shooting 
become too expensive, people 
will hunt and shoot less and 
funding for conservation will 
be severely impacted. Recent 
estimates show that if the EPA 
banned lead in traditional am-
munition, it would lead to over 
a billion dollar a year increase 
in ammunition costs for the 
military in a time when the de-
fense budget is being cut.

http://saova.org/APHIS_comments.html
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http://www.regulations.gov/#%21documentDetail;D=APHIS-2011-0003-0001
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http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
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Call the Capitol Switch-
board at 202-224-3121 and urge 
your senators to vote YES on 
the Inhofe-Manchin Amend-
ment to keep our military and 
civilian ammunition costs from 
skyrocketing.

SAOVA Update
As you know by now, 

APHIS proposes to revise the 
definition of “retail pet store” to 
bring more pet animals sold at 
retail under the Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA) licensing and regu-
lations. APHIS plans to narrow 
the definition of retail pet store 
so that it means a PLACE OF 
BUSINESS OR RESIDENCE 
THAT EACH BUYER PHYSI-
CALLY ENTERS in order to 
personally observe the animals 
available for sale prior to pur-
chase and/or to take custody of 
the animals after purchase. Un-
der the proposed rule no dog or 
other pet animal will be sold at 
retail WITHOUT either public 
or APHIS oversight.  This is the 
critical point. 

WHAT WE KNOW

- For decades pet sellers in 
the retail sector have enjoyed 
immunity from federal licens-
ing under the definition of a 
“retail pet store”.  Historically 
retail sellers were not licensed 
by the federal government due 
to the general ability of the pub-
lic to provide their own scrutiny 
of pet sellers and government 
concerns such as duplicative 
efforts with state or local laws.

- The proposed rule change 
has been circulated in the me-
dia and by HSUS as “closing 

an Internet loophole” in the 
AWA that will bring regulation 
to unscrupulous dog breeders 
who operate in substandard 
conditions. Far from it!! The 
broad scope of the proposed 
rule could bring hundreds of 
thousands of pet retailers and 
rescuers of domestic animals 
under federal regulation.  

- A breeder/seller of any 
species currently covered under 
the “retail pet store” defini-
tion can potentially lose their 
exemption and be required 
to obtain a federal license for 
even occasionally selling sight 
unseen via the Internet.  “Cov-
ered” species includes dogs, 
cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, ham-
sters, gerbils, rats, mice, go-
phers, chinchilla, domestic 
ferrets, domestic farm animals, 
birds.

- The proposed rule would 
require EVERY SINGLE BUY-
ER to physically visit a retailer’s 
premises. Therefore selling 
even one pet OFF PREMISES at 
a show, at a park, or arranged 
location without the buyer 
visiting first, will result in loss 
of an exemption from federal 
licensing. Rescue organizations 
are NOT exempt from this pro-
posed rule.  Selling pets at an 
adoption day event away from 
their base location or travel-
ing to meet potential adopters 
would no longer be permitted 
without a federal license. This 
proposed requirement places 
undue limitations on buyers as 
well as sellers. 

- Living under USDA li-
censing is NOT an option for 

the average retail seller. Spare 
rooms in homes, porches, cov-
ered kennel runs, and barns can 
never be converted to a USDA-
compliant facility.  Federal en-
gineered standards for licensed 
facilities dictate enclosure sizes, 
sanitation, surfaces that are 
impervious to moisture, ven-
tilation, bio-hazard control, 
veterinary care, exercise, tem-
perature controls, waste dis-
posal systems, diurnal lighting, 
drainage systems, washrooms, 
perimeter fencing, as well as 
transportation standards for 
regulated animals.  Most resi-
dential environments would 
not permit zoning variances for 
such facilities.

- Exemptions from licens-
ing are limited. Breeders of 
cats, dogs, and small exotic 
animals are currently exempt if 
they have 3 or fewer breeding 
females. APHIS proposes to in-
crease this to 4 or fewer breed-
ing females.  However, either 
limit makes it very difficult to 
build a breeding program with-
out constantly moving out or 
spaying older females to make 
room for the next generation.  
To have more than this number 
of breeding females requires a 
license. 

- There is still an exemption 
for sellers who derive less than 
$500 gross income from the sale 
of other animals (this does not 
include dogs, cats, and exotic or 
wild animals).

- The massive expansion of 
regulatory responsibilities into 
the private sector outlined in 
the proposed rule is not only 
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impractical but unaffordable 
for an agency that is currently 
addressing serious budget 
challenges. For the past several 
years, APHIS’ budget has been 
shrinking; since 2010 the bud-
get has decreased by roughly 
10 percent. The 2013 submitted 
budget calls for an additional 
decrease of 6.6%.

ACTION REQUIRED

OPPOSE adoption of this 
proposed rule.  APHIS needs 
to hear most from those who 
are likely to be affected by the 
rule. Are you already licensed 
under local or state law and 
would federal regulation be a 
duplicate effort? Explain briefly 
how the rule will impose costs 
on your breeding program and 
activities and whether this will 
cause you to cease or limit your 
hobby or operations. 

Suggested comments are 
available at the SAOVA web-
site http://saova.org/APHIS_
comments.html and can be 
customized.

Submit a separate comment 
for each point you wish to make 
in opposition to the rule. Com-
ment period ends July 16, 2012.

Post  comments at  the 
APHIS portal http://www.
regulations.gov/#!documentD
etail;D=APHIS-2011-0003-0001   
 
Send a copy of your comment 
to Congressman and reference 
Docket No. APHIS-2011-0003

Directory of Represen-
tatives http://www.house.
g o v / r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s /  

Directory of Senators http://
www.senate.gov/general/
contact_information/sena-
tors_cfm.cfm 

ADDITIONAL INFOR-
MATION can be found at 
PIJAC http://tinyurl.com/
cq4qlmv  and at the Cat Fanci-
ers Association http://tinyurl.
com/6ow8qug

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Working to Identify and 
Elect Supportive Legislators

saova@earthlink.nt

 
Sportsmen’s & Animal 

Owners’ Voting Alliance 
Update 

Animal ownership con-
tinues to be under attack at 
an alarming rate.  The APHIS 
proposed rule changes the 
Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and 
USDA responsibility forever by 
broadly extending regulation 
throughout the retail sector. 
Concerns for potential inva-
sions of privacy that would re-
sult if federal inspectors began 
enforcing cleaning, sanitation, 
handling, and other regulatory 
requirements in private homes 
is why Congress has previously 
not amended the AWA and 
USDA has not revised its long-
standing policy to regulate only 
within the wholesale sector.  
In the retail sector breeders, 
sellers, and rescuers work in 
widely varied environments 
utilizing practices which work 

best for them, their breeds, 
and their goals.  Attempting to 
cover retailers with a one-size 
fits all blanket of regulation is 
not only unworkable but will 
be disastrous for many animal 
owners.

If you are not clear on the 
impact federal licensing and 
regulation will have on you, 
please read the attached docu-
ment, “Living with USDA Li-
censing”.  The file is also posted 
at the SAOVA website.

If you care about the future 
of pets, health and genetic 
diversity of breeds, the ability 
to exchange breeding stock be-
tween friends, or the ability to 
maintain a small business, then 
you MUST submit a comment 
through the Federal Register 
portal before July 16.  

This is not a race for signa-
tures so petitions and form let-
ters to APHIS only count as one 
comment from the organizer.   
Your individual comments and 
how this affects you make the 
difference.  

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Working to Identify and 
Elect Supportive Legislators

saova@earthlink.net
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