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Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339

As we welcome the 
joys of  summer 
such as swimming, 

barbequing, and baseball, we 
have to greet the Texas heat.  
As temperatures are increas-
ing—highs this week were in 
the low- to mid-90s—it is vital 
to take the necessary precau-
tions to protect pets from heat 
exhaustion. 

 

 Although there is not a set 
temperature that is considered 
too hot for animals, tempera-
tures in the high-80s and above 
can pose problems for pets, Dr. 
Stacy Eckman, lecturer at Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sci-
ences (CVM) said.  She added 
that, generally, if it is too hot for 
the pet owner to be outside, it 
is too hot for the pet.

 

Every pet is different, how-
ever, on the temperature they 
can endure. Cats, for example, 
are usually more tolerant of the 
heat than dogs and can often 
find a shady place to lounge.

 

“It is very dependent on 
the pet itself.  For example, 
overweight dogs and brachy-
cephalic (short nosed dogs such 

as bulldogs) are at a greater risk 
for heat stroke/exhaustion for 
even short period of times in 
warm weather,” Eckman said. 

 

Eckman said other dogs 
that have a higher chance of 
heat exhaustion are those ge-
netically sensitive to the heat 
and those not acclimated to the 
heat such as indoor dogs.  Both 
dogs with long, thick coats and 
those with short, thin coats can 
become overheated so she rec-
ommended taking precautions 
for all types of dogs.

 

She explained that even 
dogs who exercise vigorously 
can become overheated.

 

“The perfect example of this 
is a dog who goes to the dog 
park on a nice, warm, spring 
day when they have not [been] 
all winter, and they play [with 
a] Frisbee [disk] and run more 
than normal,” Eckman said.  
She added that this was a com-
mon case of heat exhaustion. 

 

Eckman said, generally, the 
first symptoms of heat exhaus-
tion are lethargy and listless-
ness.

 

“They pant to try to cool 
themselves and can be anxious 
as they try to find a cool place,” 
she said.

 

She added that if pets are 
outside for too long and be-
come overheated, they can 
develop diarrhea and vomiting 
which could lead to shock. 

Heat Exhaustion in Pets

Summer Heat
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Summer Issues

Why so many mos-
quitoes, and so 
early this season? 

An unusually mild winter 
with a lack of repeated freezes 
that entomologists say kill off 
those mosquitoes and ticks, has 
resulted in a nasty, early 
bug season. Now, to top 
it off, with the wet season 
upon us, this could make 
for one of the worst bug 
seasons in history with an 
increase in insect-borne 
disease risk such as Lyme 
and West Nile virus. 
 
M o s q u i t o  P r e v e n -
t i o n  T e c h n i q u e s 
1.)  Water:  El iminate 
standing water which acts 
as a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes. (flower pots, 
children’s pools, water-
ing cans, gutters etc.) 
2.) Trash: Remember to 
keep the lids on trash 
cans to keep out the rain. 
3.) Puddles: Cover up or 
fill in low places in your yard 
where puddles can develop. 
4.)  Gutters:  Keep gutters 
cleaned out so water does not 
build up inside and become 
a mosquito breeding ground. 

and hollow stumps that hold 
water with sand or concrete. 
10.) Bird Baths & Planters: 
Change water in bird baths 
and planter pots or drip 
trays at least once a week. 
11.) Grass: Keep grass cut short 
around the house, so adult 
mosquitoes will not hide there. 
12.) Insect Shield® Clothing: 
Reduce the number of mosquito 
bites you get by wearing insect 
repellent apparel such as Off 
Insect Shield www.insectshield.
com and by using topical in-
sect repellents when outdoors. 
 
Insect Shield Mosquito and 
Tick Repellent Apparel - Insect 
Shield’s EPA-registered technol-
ogy converts clothing and gear 
into effective and convenient 
insect protection. The repellen-
cy is long-lasting and appropri-
ate for use by the entire family 
with no restrictions for use. 
 
Q u i c k  f a c t s : 
 
- Repellency is in the clothes 
- Lasts through 70 launderings 
-  No restrict ions for use 
- Appropriate for the entire 
family

 More: http://pitchengine.
com/insectshieldrepellent-
technology/summer-health-
top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-
mosquitoes

Contact: Janine Robertson 
janinerobertson@insectshield.
com Cell: 206-354-9093

5.) Drains: Make sure all 
drains on your property are 
also cleaned out without 
leaves blocking them up so 
water can drain effectively. 
6 . )  P i p e s :  R e p a i r  l e a k y 
pipes and outdoor faucets. 

7 . )  To y s :  E m p t y  p l a s t i c 
wading pools at least once 
a week or store in a posi-
tion that water will drain. 
8.) Pools: Make sure your back-
yard pool is maintained properly. 
9.) Holes: Fill in tree rot holes 

Summer Health: Top Tips to 
Ward Off Nasty Mosquitos

Janine Robertson

http://www.insectshield.com
http://www.insectshield.com
http://pitchengine.com/insectshieldrepellenttechnology/summer-health-top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-mosquitoes
http://pitchengine.com/insectshieldrepellenttechnology/summer-health-top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-mosquitoes
http://pitchengine.com/insectshieldrepellenttechnology/summer-health-top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-mosquitoes
http://pitchengine.com/insectshieldrepellenttechnology/summer-health-top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-mosquitoes
http://pitchengine.com/insectshieldrepellenttechnology/summer-health-top-tips-to-ward-off-nasty-mosquitoes
mailto:janinerobertson@insectshield.com
mailto:janinerobertson@insectshield.com
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Politics

The Humane Society of 
the United States has 
many “fronts” that 

work to ban hunting while at 
the same time raking in money 
and other commodities from 
the unsuspecting public. One 
such front is The Wildlife Land 
Trust (HSWLT).  This “trust” is 
actually a covert affiliate that 
sways landowners into think-
ing that their donation of land, 
easements, or dollars helps 
wildlife – that is far from the 
truth.

The program tries to get 
people to donate a conserva-
tion easement on their land 
to create so-called wildlife 
sanctuaries.  These ease-
ments also happen to ban 
all hunting and trapping on 
the donated land forever.  To 
quote their website: “All 
HSWLT conservation ease-
ments prohibit recreational 
and commercial hunting and 
trapping, and development 
within protected areas.”  In 
reality, these conservation 
easements allow the land-
owner to keep their land 
while giving HSUS the au-
thority to “police” it to make 
sure no one ever hunts or 
traps on it again.

A sad example of this mis-
guided program is the160-
acre “conservation” ease-
ment the WLT received re-
cently near Newport, Ore. 
The donated land teems 
with deer, fox, coyotes, rab-
bits, squirrels, black bears, 
bobcats, salamanders and 
a variety of birds, accord-
ing to the HSUS.  That’s 160 
acres of land where wildlife 
management techniques 
like hunting and trapping 
can never take place again.  
This can and will lead to 
problems resulting from deer 
and coyote populations that 
cannot be managed. The local 
residents will likely bear the 
brunt of exploding wildlife 
populations that stray off the 
so-called “sanctuary.”

This is nothing short of 
a grave setback for wildlife 
populations as hunting and 
trapping are the most effec-
tive wildlife management 
and conservation tools avail-
able.

HSUS has a long track 
record of opposing wildlife 
management and conserva-
tion, and has in many cases 

Wildlife Land Trust Is A Farce harmed local wildlife popu-
lations through frivolous 
lawsuits that have wasted 
public funds and the valu-
able staff time and resources 
of game departments. HSUS 
seems to revel suing state 
game departments and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
over public lands and wild-
life management programs.

http://www.ussportsmen.org/antis/wildlife-land-trust-is-a-farce/
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Alaska Ptarmigan

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (Service) 
announced today that 

we have completed our evalu-
ation of a petition to list the 
southern and Mt. Rainier white-
tailed ptarmigan as threatened 
under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA).  We determined that 
substantial biological informa-
tion exists to warrant a more 
in-depth examination of the 
status of the southern and Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan.  

We will conduct a full status 
review of both subspecies of 
white-tailed ptarmigan, and 
once the review is complete, 
determine whether to propose 
adding the southern and/or Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan 
to the Federal lists of threatened 
or endangered wildlife and 
plants.  The southern white-
tailed ptarmigan occurs in the 
Rocky Mountains of Colorado 
and New Mexico.  The Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan 
occurs in the North Cascade 
Mountains of Washington.  

The Service’s decision, com-

monly known as a 90-day 
finding, is based on scientific 
information about the species 
provided in a petition request-
ing the species be listed under 
the ESA.  The petition and sup-
porting documents provided 
substantial information that 
the southern and Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan may 
be threatened by the loss and 
modification of alpine habitats 
due to global climate change.  
Information in the petition also 
indicated that warming tem-
peratures may depress popula-
tion growth rates and increase 
susceptibility to heat stress.       

The finding on the petition 
does not mean that we have 
decided it is appropriate to 
list the southern or Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan.  Rather, 
this finding is the first step in a 
process to trigger a more thor-
ough review of all the biological 
information available for both 
subspecies.   

To ensure the status review 
is comprehensive, we are so-
liciting information from State 
and Federal natural resource 
agencies and all interested 

parties regarding the southern 
and Mt. Rainier white-tailed 
ptarmigan and its habitat.  

Based on the status review, 
we will make one of three pos-
sible determinations: 

Protection under the ESA is 
not warranted, in which case no 
further action would be taken.

Protection under the ESA 
as threatened or endangered 
is warranted.  In this case, we 
would publish a proposal to 
add the population to the list 
of threatened and endangered 
species and designate critical 
habitat (if prudent and deter-
minable), solicit independent 
scientific peer review of the 
proposal, seek input from the 
public, and consider the input 
before a final decision about 
listing the species is made.  
Generally, the final decision is 
made one year after the species 
is proposed. 

Protection under the ESA 
is warranted but precluded by 
higher priority activities.  This 
means the species would be 
added to the Federal list of can-
didate species, and the proposal 
to list would be deferred while 
the Service works on listing 
proposals for other species that 
are at greater risk.  A warranted 
but precluded finding requires 
subsequent annual reviews 
of the finding until such time 
as either a listing proposal is 
published, or a not warranted 
finding is made based on new 
information.

For more information on 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to Initiate Status Reviews of 
Southern, Mt. Rainier White-

tailed Ptarmigan
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the southern and Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan and 
this finding, please visit the Ser-
vice’s website at: http://www.
fws.gov/mountain-prairie/
species/birds/whitetailedp-
tarmigan/. For public domain 
imagery of the species, please 
visit this flickr gallery: http://
bit.ly/HvUKun.

Anyone wishing to sub-
mit information regarding 
the southern or Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan may do 
so by writing to Public Com-
ments Processing, Attn:  FWS-
R6-ES-2012-0023; Division of 
Policy and Directives Manage-
ment; U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, 
MS 2042–PDM; Arlington, VA 
22203 or by electronic mail to 
http://www.regulations.gov.

White-tailed Ptarmigan in Summer Plumage 
Photo:Pete Plage USFWS

http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/birds/whitetailedptarmigan/
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/birds/whitetailedptarmigan/
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/birds/whitetailedptarmigan/
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/birds/whitetailedptarmigan/
http://bit.ly/HvUKun
http://bit.ly/HvUKun
http://www.regulations.gov
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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited

Gulf Coast sportsmen 
urge passage of 

transportation bill 
with Land and Water 

Conservation Fund and 
RESTORE Act funding

  

– Key sportsmen’s groups 
in the Gulf Coast region called 
on Congress today to maintain 
provisions for funding land 
conservation and Gulf Coast 
restoration in their negotia-
tions on a final transportation 
authorization bill. In a telecon-
ference, representatives of the 
Berkley Conservation Institute 
(PureFishing), Ducks Unlim-
ited and the Louisiana Wildlife 
Federation outlined the critical 
importance of ensuring that 
the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund (LWCF) and the RE-
STORE Act provision included 
in the Senate’s version of the bill 
are retained during conference 
negotiations.

“The Gulf Coast region, in 
particular the wetlands, bar-

rier islands and bayous around 
the mouth of the Mississippi 
River in Louisiana, is a true 
sportsmen’s paradise,” said Jim 
Martin, conservation director 
for the Berkley Conservation 
Institute. “But what few realize 
is that many of the best public 
hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities in the great national 
wildlife refuges in Texas, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, Alabama 
and Florida were protected by 
funds generated from the off-
shore oil and gas development 
in the Gulf through the LWCF.”

“The Gulf Coast ecosystem 
has been greatly impacted by 
oil and gas development that 
has been used by the entire na-
tion for decades,” commented 
Paul Schmidt, chief conserva-
tion officer for Ducks Unlim-
ited. “The LWCF is the logical 
compensation for those impacts 
and, working in tandem with 
the RESTORE Act, we might 
have the means to significantly 
advance protection and restora-
tion of the Gulf region’s unique 
and precious habitats. Within 
the transportation negotiations, 
Congress could finally make 
the commitment to conserva-
tion that this region’s water-
fowl, wildlife, hunters and 
anglers deserve.”

A House and Senate con-
ference committee is currently 
debating two versions of a 
transportation bill in the hope 
of finding agreement on one 
final package before the current 

authorization expires on June 
30. The Senate’s version of the 
bill (S. 1813) ensures the funds 
authorized for LWCF are spent 
for their intended purpose in 
each of the next two years and 
permanently commits 1.5 per-
cent of LWCF funds to projects 
that provide public access for 
hunting, fishing and other out-
door recreation. S. 1813 also 
includes the RESTORE Act that 
directs 80 percent of Clean Wa-
ter Act penalties from the 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 
toward Gulf Coast and Missis-
sippi River Delta restoration. 
The LWCF/RESTORE provi-
sion was passed as an amend-
ment on the Senate floor by an 
overwhelming 76-22 bipartisan 
vote.

“What is important to note 
is that passing the RESTORE 
Act and including funding 
for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund will ensure 
that conservation and restora-
tion extend from the coastline 
and inland to the areas less 
impacted by the oil spill but 
still precious to sportsmen,” 
noted Chris Macaluso, coastal 
outreach coordinator with the 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation.

Created by Congress in the 
1960s, LWCF uses no taxpayer 
dollars and is based on the 
simple concept that revenues 
raised from the depletion of one 
publicly owned resource—off-
shore oil and gas—should be 
used to conserve other resourc-
es for future generations. The 
fund is authorized to receive 
up to $900 million from offshore 
oil and gas lease revenues every 
year. However, Congress rarely 

http://www.ducks.org/conservation/where-we-work/gulf-coastal-prairie/?poe=release
http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/gulf-coast/directing-cwa-penalties-back-to-restoration-efforts-in-the-gulf?poe=release
http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/gulf-coast/directing-cwa-penalties-back-to-restoration-efforts-in-the-gulf?poe=release
http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/gulf-coast/directing-cwa-penalties-back-to-restoration-efforts-in-the-gulf?poe=release
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appropriates the full amount, 
and often has diverted LWCF 
funds for other purposes. The 
LWCF provision within the 
transportation bill seeks to re-
verse decades of underfunding.

Outside the Gulf Region, 
LWCF has protected vital wild-
life habitats and helped provide 
access for hunting and fishing 
at hundreds of national wildlife 
refuges, national forests and 
national recreation areas, as 
well as state parks and wildlife 
management areas across the 
country. The transportation 
bill’s funding for LWCF will 
also help protect areas around 
the country that are important 
to sportsmen and women, from 
the Dakota Grasslands to the 
John Day Headwaters in the 
Malheur National Forest of 
Oregon.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-

ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos atyoutube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

A n d i  C o o p e r 
( 6 0 1 )  9 5 6 - 1 9 3 6 
acooper@ducks.org

DU applauds Senate 
passing 2012 Farm Bill

ucks Unlimited announced 
its appreciation today following 
the U.S. Senate’s 64-35 passage 
of the 2012 Farm Bill. The $969.9 
billion bipartisan bill main-
tained a conservation title that 
will benefit wildlife and people. 
Critical conservation initia-
tives include the Conservation 
Reserve Program, a conserva-
tion easement program with a 
strong wetland component, a 
regional partnership program 
aimed at improving water 
quality and a Sodsaver provi-
sion. The Senate also moved 
to link eligibility for federally 
subsidized crop insurance to 
compliance with conservation 
practices.

“In  these  chal lenging 
economic times it’s critical 
to thoughtfully review long-
standing programs and to work 
on increased efficacy and cost 
savings,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “The conservation title in 
the Farm Bill has gone through 
extreme scrutiny, and our legis-
lators have made some changes 
that maintain support for a 
strong agricultural economy 
and the conservation of soil, 
water, wetlands, waterfowl 

and other wildlife. This bill 
recognizes the significant value 
of conservation programs in 
keeping our citizens on their 
working farms, ranches and 
forestlands.”

The 2012 Farm Bill encom-
passes a wide range of pro-
grams connected to Ameri-
can land and agriculture. The 
conservation programs have 
been streamlined to provide 
practices that will allow farm-
ers to be better stewards of 
their land, as well as conserve 
critical water, soil and wildlife. 
DU is especially pleased to see 
several key provisions that will 
conserve wetlands and native 
grasslands.

One such program, Sod-
saver, is aimed at protecting 
native grasslands from being 
converted to cropland. It does 
so by reducing federal crop in-
surance on any grassland acres 
with no cropping history that 
are newly converted to crop 
production. The program is es-
pecially important in the Prairie 
Pothole Region of the Dakotas 
and Montana, where the loss of 
native grassland nesting habitat 
can have monumental impacts 
on waterfowl populations and 
people.

“Wetlands are critical not 
only as waterfowl and other 
wildlife habitat, but also to help 
improve water quality and re-
duce flooding for downstream 
residents,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“Providing incentives for good 
conservation practices as part 
of the crop insurance program 
is sound public policy and will 

http://www.ducks.org/?poe=boilerplate
http://www.facebook.com/ducksunlimited
http://www.facebook.com/ducksunlimited
http://twitter.com/ducksunlimited
http://twitter.com/ducksunlimited
http://www.youtube.com/ducksunlimitedinc
http://www.youtube.com/ducksunlimitedinc
mailto:acooper@ducks.org
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044470x980464
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044469x968111
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044468x955758
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044468x955758
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044467x943405
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044466x931052
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044466x931052
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044465x918699
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044465x918699
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protect wetlands in vital areas 
like the Prairie Pothole Region. 
Farmers and ranchers have 
long been good stewards of 
the land and this ensures their 
continued accountability for 
the federal benefits received. 
As the world’s leader in wet-
lands conservation, DU and our 
more than 1 million supporters 
and partners are ready to work 
with agricultural producers 
to ensure wetlands serve the 
needs of our communities and 
country.”

Protections for our nation’s 
natural resources have never 
been more critical.

“The rate at which native 
grassland, particularly in our 
nation’s prairies, is being con-
verted rivals any in recent 
history,” Schmidt said. “Weak-
ening protections and rising 
crop prices have put native 
grasslands at high risk of being 
converted. This Farm Bill sets 
the stage for ongoing partner-
ship among America’s farmers, 
ranchers, and conservationists, 
providing agricultural produc-
ers the programs and tools they 
need to manage and maintain 
productive soil and water re-
sources, while generating ben-
efits for waterfowl, hunters, 
anglers and wildlife watchers.”

Hall and Schmidt praised 
our nation’s senators, especially 
Chairwoman Debbie Stabe-
now and Ranking Member 
Pat Roberts, for crafting a bi-
partisan bill that enhances our 
nation’s agricultural economy 
and conserves essential natural 
resources. Ducks Unlimited 
stands ready to work with the 
House agricultural committee 

and leadership to complete pas-
sage of the 2012 Farm Bill.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

U.S. House panel 
recommends decrease 
in waterfowl habitat 
funding Senate will 

be pivotal in rescuing 
programs

 The Interior, Environment 
and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee yester-
day passed a bill out of subcom-
mittee that would cut funding 
for key conservation programs 
of importance to waterfowl. Of 

greatest significance to Ducks 
Unlimited is the $22.3 million 
appropriation for the North 
American Wetlands Conser-
vation Act (NAWCA), a more 
than $13 million cut from last 
fiscal year.

“While we understand the 
spending constraints the House 
Appropriations Committee is 
operating under, we are disap-
pointed with the spending level 
recommended for the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Fund in the subcommit-
tee’s bill,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “NAWCA leverages a 
modest investment of federal 
dollars with significant non-
federal dollars from partner 
organizations like Ducks Un-
limited to deliver exemplary 
on-the-ground wetlands con-
servation across the nation. This 
appropriations plan is not good 
for conservation or the econo-
my, which is strongly benefited 
by outdoor recreationists.”

Since the program’s incep-
tion, just over $1 billion in 
federal grants have been lever-
aged to collect an additional $3 
billion in matching and non-
matching funds. These dollars 
have been invested in more 
than 2,000 projects that have 
resulted in the conservation of 
more than 25 million acres of 
critical waterfowl and wildlife 
habitat across North America.

“These projects benefit not 
only waterfowl, but also our 
citizens, providing water stor-
age, flood protection and other 
tangible values. NAWCA is one 
of the most effective conserva-
tion programs administered 

http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044464x906346
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044463x893993
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044463x893993
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044462x881640
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044462x881640
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044461x869287
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1044461x869287
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081355x38812
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081355x38812
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081354x26876
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081354x26876
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081354x26876
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081353x14940
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081353x14940
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081353x14940
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081352x3004
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081352x3004
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081351x1085985
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081351x1085985
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081351x1085985


28
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2012                                                      Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

by the U.S. government and 
its return on taxpayer invest-
ment is unparalleled,” Hall 
continued. “We are commit-
ted to working with Congress 
throughout the appropriations 
process to increase funding for 
this essential program. Our 
hope is that the final enacted 
bill will contain funding levels 
more reflective of NAWCA’s 
effectiveness, its value and its 
significant contributions to 
wetlands habitat conservation 
and the economy.”

Also in the bill were major 
cuts to other key programs that 
impact waterfowl, including an 
overall 21 percent cut to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service bud-
get and a dramatic 80 percent 
drop in recommended funding 
for the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF). On a par-
allel track, DU and a large num-
ber of partners are supporting 
LWCF funding in the ongoing 
negotiations over the trans-
portation bill. The current Sen-
ate version of the bill includes 
$1.4 billion in LWCF funding. 
DU continues to encourage 
its supporters to contact their 
members of Congress to sup-
port this important component 
of the highway bill.

The subcommittee bill now 
moves to the full Appropria-
tions Committee for markup 
and the Senate will act on the 
resulting legislation later this 
year. DU is working to restore 
funding for programs in the bill 
most important to waterfowl.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-

ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

Ducks Unlimited 
celebrates victory for 

Gulf Coast restoration
 Ducks Unlimited is cel-

ebrating the inclusion of key el-
ements of the RESTORE Act in 
the Surface Transportation 
Extension Act reported out of 
conference committee today. 
The RESTORE Act directs Clean 
Water Act fines levied against 
the parties responsible for the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill to 
restore the Gulf Coast’s ecosys-
tem and economy.

“Ducks Unlimited is pleased 
to see Congress recognize the 
national importance of the Gulf 
Coast and seize this precedent-
setting opportunity to support 

its restoration by including the 
RESTORE Act in the bill they 
will send to the president,” said 
DU CEO Dale Hall. “Without 
this investment in restoration, 
the people and wildlife that 
depend on the Gulf region’s 
ecosystem, as well as indus-
tries vital to the entire country, 
remain even more susceptible 
to future disasters.”

Since the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon disaster, DU and its 
partners have worked with 
Congress to build support for 
legislation ensuring penalties 
paid by the responsible parties 
under the Clean Water Act are 
used to restore the Gulf Coast 
region.

“Ducks Unlimited com-
mends Senators Barbara Boxer, 
Mary Landrieu, Richard Shelby, 
Bill Nelson, David Vitter, the 
other Senate cosponsors of RE-
STORE and their staffs for their 
dedication to seeing the legisla-
tion passed,” said DU President 
John Newman. “House Speaker 
John Boehner; Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor; and Congressmen 
Steve Scalise, Jo Bonner and 
Steve Palazzo should also be 
applauded for making Gulf 
Coast restoration a priority.”

“This legislation is a ra-
tional and necessary solution 
that adds no further burden to 
taxpayers or the national defi-
cit and ensures the fines levied 
against the responsible parties 
are invested in the areas most 
damaged by the spill,” Hall 
said.

Just as the Gulf region’s 
multi-billion-dollar fishing 

http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081350x1074048
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081350x1074048
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081350x1074048
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081349x1062111
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081349x1062111
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081348x1050174
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081347x1038237
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081347x1038237
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081346x1026300
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081346x1026300
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081345x1014363
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1081345x1014363
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1107904x673136
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1107903x661482
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1107902x649828
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1107901x638174
http://DU.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?13566x1107901x638174


29
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September  2012                               We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

and wildlife industries depend 
upon the habitat these marshes 
provide to fish and wildlife, 
the nation’s energy and ship-
ping industries depend on 
these same marshes to protect 
important infrastructure from 
Gulf storms.

“The economic health of 
the United States depends on 
sustaining the navigation, flood 
control and energy production 
provided by the Gulf Coast 
ecosystem, and each of those 
functions is currently at severe 
risk due to the degradation of 
these coastal wetlands,” Hall 
said. “This legislation is impor-
tant to the entire country. The 
region is an often overlooked 
but important part of the foun-
dation of our national economy, 
and the financial strength of 
the nation is intrinsically tied 
to this region’s environmental 
well-being.”

As the single most impor-
tant wintering area for water-
fowl in North America, the 
Gulf Coast is one of DU’s five 
highest-priority habitats for 
conservation on the continent. 
Unfortunately, no wetland 
system in North America is 
sustaining the rates of loss in-
curred in the Gulf Coast region, 
especially in coastal Louisiana. 
Hence, Ducks Unlimited’s 
focus remains on addressing 
the long-term loss of coastal 
wetlands threatening this vital 
ecosystem.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 

habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

Pheasants Forever
85% CRP Acceptance 

Rate Leads to Nearly 4 
Million Acres of Habitat

Pheasants Forever con-
cerned about massive habitat 
losses in Northern Plains

CRP lands provide quality 
pheasant and wildlife habitat 
across much of the country.

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack today announced that 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) will accept 
3.9 million acres offered under 
the 43rd Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general sign-
up. During the extended five-
week signup, the Department 
received nearly 48,000 offers 
on more than 4.5 million acres 
of land, demonstrating demand 
for CRP as our nation’s most 
successful voluntary program 
for conserving land and im-
proving our soil, water, air and 
wildlife habitat resources. 

USDA selected offers for 
enrollment based on an Envi-
ronmental Benefits Index (EBI) 
comprised of five environmen-
tal factors plus cost. The five 
environmental factors are: (1) 
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