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who reach the age of 65 on or 
after January 1, 2012. Seniors 
holding a valid Class XS license 
may participate in the Special 
Split Youth, Class Q/QQ and 
Class XS antlerless deer season 
which will be held on October 
20, 2012 and December 26 - 27, 
2012.

* It is legal to hunt between 
one-half hour after sunset and 
one-half hour before sunrise 
with a .22 caliber centerfire 
firearm or smaller or a shotgun 
using #2 shot or smaller.

* Any color artificial light 
is legal for hunting coyote at 
night from January 1 - July 31, 
2013, and for fox from January 
1, 2013 - February 28, 2013.

Wyoming
Sage grouSe 

implementation 
team to meet in 

Cheyenne
Gov. Mead’s Sage Grouse 

Implementation Team will be 
meeting in Cheyenne at WGFD 
Headquarters, July 10 from 8:30 
a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Agenda items include the 
status of core area leasing and 
development including the 
composition of leases within 
the core area and wildlife effects 
in core areas.

Also on the agenda are miti-
gation opportunities in core ar-
eas, DEQ efforts in reclamation, 
grazing, and fencing recom-
mendations on federal lands, 
and limited mine operations. A 
complete agenda can be found 
on the Game and Fish website: 
wgfd.wyo.gov.

Public comments will be 
taken prior to lunch and prior 
to conclusion of the meeting.

The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department supports the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Every effort will be made 
for reasonable accommoda-
tions. -WGFD-

uS FiSh & 
WildliFe

2012 trendS report 
indiCateS high 
duCk Breeding 

population 
numBerS

Although breeding habi-
tat conditions have declined 
from previous years, the 2012 
“Trends in Duck Breeding 
Populations” report estimates 
waterfowl production in North 
America’s duck factory is at a 
record high. This year’s report 
estimate of 48.6 million is sig-
nificantly higher than the 45.6 
million birds estimated last 
year and 43 percent above the 
long-term average.

This annual report sum-
marizes information about the 
status of duck populations and 
wetland habitats collected by 
wildlife biologists from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife and Canadian 
Wildlife Service for the Water-
fowl Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey (Survey). The 
Survey samples more than two 
million square miles of water-
fowl habitat across the United 
States and Canada.

Highlights from the Survey 
in the north-central United 

States, south-central and north-
ern Canada, and Alaska (the 
traditional survey area) include 
the following population esti-
mates:

* Mallard abundance is 10.6 
million – a 15 percent increase 
over 2011 and a 39 percent in-
crease over the long-term aver-
age of 7.6 million.

* Gadwall abundance is 10 
percent above the 2011 esti-
mate, and 96 percent above the 
long-term average.

* American wigeon abun-
dance increased 3 percent from 
2011, but remains 17 percent 
below the long-term average.

* Abundance of green-
winged teal and blue-winged 
teal were 3.5 million and 9.2 
million, which were 20 percent 
and 3 percent above their 2011 
numbers. Both species continue 
to remain well above their long-
term averages by 74 percent 
and 94 percent, respectively.

* Abundance for northern 
shovelers is 5.0 million, which 
is 8 percent above 2011, and 111 
percent above their long-term 
average.

* Northern pintails are at 
3.5 million which is 22 percent 
below the 2011 estimate and 14 
percent below the long-term 
average.

* Redhead abundance was 
unchanged from last year but 
89 percent above the long-term 
average.

* Canvasback abundance 
was 0.8 million, which was 10 
percent above last year’s esti-
mate and 33 percent above their 
long-term average


