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normal or above for tempera-
tures and have a bit of dry 
weather, we should have a 
pretty good brood year. I would 
expect that hunters will see a 
decline in the number of birds 
they see afield this fall, but ar-
eas of good cover should still 
hold birds. In years with low 
grouse numbers, hunters who 
find success are generally those 
willing to explore new coverts, 
as grouse will tend to occupy 
only the best habitat avail-
able and may not be found in 
the same areas where hunters 
found them in recent years,” 
he said. 

For more information search 
for ruffed grouse hunting on 
the DNR website.

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Brian Dhuey 
- 608-221-6342) or Scott Walter 
- 608-267-7861
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 SOUTH CHARLESTON, 
W.Va. – The 2012-2013 West 
Virginia Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations Summary 
brochure is now available at 
all West Virginia hunting and 
fishing license agents, Division 
of Natural Resources district 
offices, the Elkins Operation 
Center and South Charleston 

Headquarters. This regula-
tions summary is also available 
online at the Division of Natu-
ral Resources’ website: www.
wvdnr.gov.

 Sportsmen and women are 
encouraged to carefully review 
these regulations, as there will 
be several significant changes 
in place this fall during the 
hunting and trapping seasons. 
These include the following:

* The statewide archery deer 
season will open on September 
29, 2012, and run through De-
cember 31, 2012.

* The statewide archery bear 
season will open earlier this 
year and be a split season that 
includes the following days: 
September 29 - November 17, 
2012, and December 3 - 31, 2012.

* Ten counties or portions 
thereof will have special antler-
less deer regulations in place 
this fall. Within these 10 coun-
ties, archery deer hunters will 
be required to take an antlerless 
deer during the archery deer 
season prior to harvesting a 
second antlered deer during 
the archery deer season. In ad-
dition, buck firearms season 
hunters will be required to take 
an antlerless deer during the 
antlerless firearms season prior 
to harvesting a second antlered 
deer during the buck firearms 
season.

* Black bear firearms hunt-
ing seasons will include nine 
counties open from September 
24 - 26, 2012; 12 counties open 
from September 24 - 29, 2012; 
eight counties open from No-
vember 19 - December 1, 2012 
during the buck firearms sea-

son; all 55 counties open from 
December 3 - 31, 2012. The daily 
bag limit is one (1) bear and 
season limit is two (2) bears, 
provided at least one (1) bear 
comes from Boone, Fayette, 
Kanawha, Logan, McDowell, 
Mingo, Raleigh or Wyoming 
counties.

* The fall wild turkey hunt-
ing season will be expanded 
this this year with 15 counties 
open from October 13 - 20, 
2012; seven (7) counties open 
from October 13 - 20, 2012 and 
October 29 - November 3; 14 
counties open from October 
13 - 20, 2012 and October 29 - 
November 17, 2012.

* Beginning on January 1, 
2013, the new Apprentice Hunt-
ing and Trapping Licenses for 
West Virginia residents (Class 
AH or AHJ) and non-residents 
(Class AAH or AAHJ) will be 
available to those individuals 
who have never had a valid 
base hunting/trapping license. 
Prior completion of a hunter 
safety training course will not 
be required to purchase an 
Apprentice Hunting and Trap-
ping License; however, holders 
of one of these licenses must 
be accompanied and directly 
supervised by a licensed adult 
hunter. The Apprentice Hunt-
ing and Trapping licenses can 
only be purchased online at 
Division of Natural Resources’ 
goWILD! website: www.wv-
hunt.com.

* The Senior Hunting/Trap-
ping/Fishing License (Class 
XS), which was available begin-
ning January 1, 2012, is required 
for resident hunters and anglers 


