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should be sent to James Christo-
poulos, DNR Bureau of Wildlife 
Management, PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707-7921 or by 
email to: james.christopoulos@
wisconsin.gov

The following meetings on 
the status of waterfowl popu-
lations and possible season 
structures will be held:

Pre-Flyway Meeting
* Friday July 13, Horicon 

– 7 p.m. at the Horicon Marsh 
International Education Center, 
N7725 Hwy 28, Horicon

Post-Flyway Meetings
* Saturday July 28, Roths-

child - Public Meeting at 1 p.m. 
at the Holiday Inn, 1000 Impe-
rial Ave. There will be a Con-
servation Congress migratory 
committee meeting at 9 a.m. at 
the same location.

Public Hearing Locations
* Monday July 30, La Crosse 

– 7 p.m. at the State Office Bldg, 
Rooms B-19 and B-20, 3550 
Mormon Coulee Road .

* Tuesday July 31, Spooner 
– 7 p.m. at the Spooner High 
School choir room, 801 County 
Highway A.

* Wednesday August 1, 
Appleton – 7 p.m. at the Agri-
cultural Services Center, Main 
conference room, 3369 West 
Brewster St.

*  Thursday August  2 , 
Pewaukee - 7 p.m. at the Wild-
wood Lodge (formerly Com-
fort Suites Lake Country), N14 
W24121 Tower Place.

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Kent Van 
Horn - (608) 266-8841

Ruffed gRouse 
numbeRs enteRing 

downside of 
population cycle

 Ruffed grouse populations 
in Wisconsin appear to be enter-
ing a downswing, according to 
a recently completed roadside 
ruffed grouse survey.

Ruffed grouse populations 
are known to boom and bust 
over a nine- to 11-year cycle, 
according to Brian Dhuey, 
wildlife surveys coordinator 
for the Department of Natu-
ral Resources. The index that 
Wisconsin uses to track ruffed 
grouse decreased 25 percent 
between 2011 and 2012. 

“While this is a bit of bad 
news for grouse hunters, it 
should not be too big of a 
surprise,” Dhuey said. “We 
were overdue for the expected 
downturn.” 

A roadside survey to moni-
tor the number of breeding 
grouse has been conducted by 
staff from the DNR and U.S. 
Forest Service, tribal employ-
ees, and numerous grouse en-
thusiasts and volunteers since 
1964. Surveyors begin 30 min-
utes before sun rise and drive 
along established routes, mak-
ing 10 stops at assigned points 
and listening for four minutes 
for the distinctive “thump, 
thump, thump” drumming 
sounds made by male grouse. 
Results from this survey have 
helped DNR biologists monitor 
the cyclic population dynamics 
of ruffed grouse in the state.

“Spring arrived early in 

Wisconsin in 2012, and condi-
tions for the survey were rated 
‘excellent’ on 60 percent of the 
routes. This was about the same 
as last year’s 62 percent and 
above the long-term average,” 
Dhuey said. 

The number of drums heard 
per stop was down 25 percent 
in 2012 from the previous year. 
Both of the primary regions 
for grouse in the state, the cen-
tral and northern forest areas, 
showed declines of 21 and 26 
percent respectively. The only 
area to show an increase was 
the southeast, where grouse 
exist in only isolated areas of 
suitable young forest habitat 
and are not common. 

The number of routes that 
showed a decline in the num-
ber of drums heard outpaced 
those that showed an increase 
by better than 2:1 margin. Re-
sults from the survey matched 
declines seen on two research 
areas, with the Sandhill Wild-
life Area showing a decline of 
11 percent and the Stone Lake 
Experimental Area showing a 
decline of 18 percent. Complete 
survey results can be found on 
the DNR website (search Wild-
life Reports). 

“This drop in breeding 
grouse was not unexpected, as 
grouse populations tend to be 
at their peak in years ending in 
a 9 or 0 in Wisconsin. Last year 
we had an increase in grouse 
and were probably at the cyclic 
peak, a decline was inevitable,” 
Dhuey said. 

“Early weather conditions 
are excellent for nesting and 
brood rearing, if we can stay 


