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Van Horn said. 
One population, called 

resident giant Canada geese, 
nests in Wisconsin. The 2012 
Wisconsin breeding Canada 
goose population estimate of 
145,386 is down 17 percent from 
2011 and is 62 percent above 
the long-term (25 year) aver-
age. The 2012 data on resident 
breeding Canada geese, how-
ever, should be interpreted with 
caution because we know they 
were well into their nesting pe-
riod by the time of the survey 
which may have reduced their 
detectability. The early and 
warm spring generally results 
in better Canada goose produc-
tion and field reports indicate 
that goose broods are 1-2 weeks 
older than normal at this time of 
year and survival looks good. 

By federal rule, the Early 
September Canada goose sea-
son harvest must remain more 
than 90 percent giant Canada 
geese that nest in Wisconsin or 
adjacent states. The season is 
scheduled early to target this 
population.

The second Canada goose 
population is the Mississippi 
Valley Population, which is 
made up of slightly smaller 
birds that nest along the coast 
of Hudson Bay in northern 
Ontario and migrate through 
Wisconsin and other Midwest-
ern states. The 2012 breeding 
population estimate is 268,891 
is similar to the 2011 estimate 
of 269,840. This would suggest 
that the MVP breeding popula-
tion remains about 25 percent 
below the long term average. 
The total MVP population 

estimate, which includes non-
breeding birds, is up slightly 
from 2011 at 402,844. Spring 
phenology and habitat suggest 
that Canada goose production 
in northern Ontario should be 
about average. 

Overall, 2012 appears to be a 
generally average year for duck 
and Canada goose populations, 
Van Horn says. However, this 
is one of the most difficult 
years to interpret the survey 
results because of the unusual 
weather conditions this spring. 
Of course, each hunter’s water-
fowl hunting success in the fall 
depends more on their scout-
ing and fall water and weather 
conditions than it does on the 
spring breeding numbers.

Final continental numbers 
will not be available from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
until mid-July. Once these data 
are available, Wisconsin DNR 
staff will meet with other state, 
federal and provincial agen-
cies at the Mississippi Flyway 
Council meeting at the end of 
July. After this series of meet-
ings, state biologists will have a 
clearer picture of how the popu-
lation data will impact the 2012 
waterfowl hunting regulations. 

The Mississippi Flyway 
Council

The Mississippi Flyway 
Council, which is made up of 
waterfowl specialists and wild-
life directors from the states of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Wisconsin and 
the Canadian provinces of 

Manitoba, Ontario, and Sas-
katchewan will meet later this 
summer to analyze survey data 
and make recommendation 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on waterfowl hunting 
regulations before the federal 
agency establishes a framework 
under which states and prov-
inces can set waterfowl hunting 
seasons.

Following the flyway coun-
cil meeting and after the US-
FWS sets a season framework, 
public hearings on Wisconsin’s 
proposed waterfowl seasons 
will be held in late July and 
early August. The final Wiscon-
sin seasons will be set by the 
state Natural Resource Board 
at its Aug. 8 meeting in Ger-
mantown.

“As we do each year, the 
public will have opportunities 
to provide input on water-
fowl hunting season during 
our meetings and hearings,” 
said Van Horn. “These public 
meetings are also a great op-
portunity to hear the latest on 
waterfowl management and 
population status. We’ll take 
the public input to the Natural 
Resources Board along with a 
season structure proposal for 
approval.”

DNR’s proposed waterfowl 
seasons will be available at the 
end of July. They will be avail-
able by searching for water-
fowl on the DNR website. The 
public can send comments on 
the proposal to the Assistant 
Migratory Game Bird Ecologist 
before midnight on Thursday, 
August 2. 

Comments on the seasons 


