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Most areas were in fair to good 
condition with only a small 
area in southeast Saskatchewan 
rated as excellent. Spring habi-
tat conditions for the Dakotas 
and Minnesota were also drier 
than the wet conditions of last 
year. In North Dakota, the 2012 
wetland count was 57 percent 
below 2011 and 6 percent below 
the long term mean. 

However, following the ex-
cellent duck production of 2012 
there were still abundant ducks 
on the landscape. The 2012 total 
breeding duck estimate of 4.8 
million for North Dakota was 
16 percent higher than 2011 and 
112 percent above the long term 
mean. Minnesota had a very 
dry early spring and survey 
numbers showed a 37 percent 
decrease in wetland numbers 
from 2011, but spring rains fol-
lowing the survey filled many 
wetlands and created flooding 
in some areas. The Minnesota 
total duck estimate of 479,000 
was 32 percent lower than 2011 
and 33 percent below the state’s 
long term mean

In Wisconsin, despite over-
all dry conditions in late April 
and early May and challenges 
related to survey timing, the 
total estimated breeding ducks 
were similar to last year and the 
average for the last 10 years. 
The total breeding duck popu-
lation estimate for 2012 was 
521,079, which was similar to 
the 2011 estimate of 513,746 and 
the average of the last 10 years 
at 545,240. 

The four most abundant 
ducks in Wisconsin’s fall hunt-
ing harvest are mallards, wood 

ducks, green-winged teal, and 
blue-winged teal. Van Horn 
notes that many of the ducks 
harvested in Wisconsin come 
from birds that breed in Wis-
consin, in contrast to other 
states in the flyway, which rely 
more heavily on birds raised in 
the prairies or boreal forests of 
Canada.

The 2012 total mallard pop-
ulation estimate of 196,950 is 
similar to the 2011 estimate of 
187,862 mallards and 8 percent 
above the long-term average 
(39 year). Mallards contribute 
to nearly 40 percent of the state 
duck harvest in Wisconsin. 
Overall the breeding popula-
tion of mallards in Wisconsin 
has leveled off near 200,000 in 
recent years depending on an-
nual wetland conditions. For 
2012 hunters should expect 
average production and fall 
mallard numbers. 

The second most abundant 
duck in the fall harvest is the 
wood duck and breeding wood 
duck populations continue to 
provide an encouraging out-
look for ducks in Wisconsin. In 
2012, the population estimate 
for wood ducks of 106,626 is 
36 percent above the long-term 
average. 

The 2012 blue-winged teal 
breeding population estimate 
of 105,791 is near the long term 
average for breeding blue-
winged teal in Wisconsin. How-
ever, the 2012 blue-winged teal 
estimates should be interpreted 
with caution since the teal ar-
rived early in March but then 
their migration and breeding 
activity stalled when cooler 

temperatures returned in April. 
The 2012 teal numbers likely 
include a higher than normal 
proportion of migrating teal 
which were passing through 
Wisconsin to more northern 
breeding areas. 

While blue-winged teal 
populations have recently been 
at some of the highest continen-
tal population levels in more 
than 50 years of surveys, their 
breeding population in Wiscon-
sin is much lower than during 
the early 1970s. A continued 
commitment to grassland con-
servation which is important 
for blue-winged teal nesting 
habitat is important to the 
future of blue-winged teal in 
Wisconsin. Based on the 2012 
wetland habitat conditions 
and estimated breeding popu-
lation we expect fair to good 
blue-winged teal production 
this year but it will depend on 
June-July rainfall to continue 
to provide adequate brood 
habitat.

Canada geese
“We expect good Canada 

goose hunting opportunities 
this fall, particularly for the 
Early September Canada goose 
season (September 1-15 with a 
5 bird daily bag limit),” says 
Van Horn. 

“There are two different 
populations of Canada geese 
that represent most of the geese 
in Wisconsin during the regular 
fall hunting season. The aver-
age over the last several years 
has shown the hunting harvest 
split roughly 50:50 between 
these two populations during 
the regular hunting seasons,” 


